
ACTS AND LAWS,
PASSED BY THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS AT

THE SESSION BEGUN AND HELD AT BOSTON, IN THE
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK, ON WEDNESDAY, THE TWENTY-
FIFTH DAY OF MAT, ANNO DOMINI, 1803.

1803.— Chapter 1.

[May Session, ch. 1.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE BROOKFIELD FIRST PARISH
LIBRARY COMPANY.

Sec. 1st. Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That the Revd. Ephraim Ward, Persons incor-

Dwight Foster and Jabez Upham Esqrs., and their asso-

ciates, all of Brookfield in the County of Worcester,
proprietors of a social library in the first parish in said

town, be, and they are hereby incorporated into a body
politic by the name of The Brookfield First Parish Library corporate

Company; and that they and their successors shall be
°*°'^'

and continue a body politic and corporate, and may have
and use a common seal, which they may at pleasure break,

alter and renew ; and may appear in any Courts, and
prosecute and defend in any actions or suits at law, by
the same name forever.

Sec. 2d. Be it further enacted. That all the monies, Donations

books or other property, or things already given, or confirmed.

which shall be hereafter given, granted, devised, be-

queathed, transferred or assigned to the proprietors of

said Library, shall be, and the same are hereby confirmed

to the said Corporation, and to their successors forever

:

Provided, that the said Company shall hold no property
real or personal, by virtue of this Act, which shall at

any one time exceed in value the sum of five thousand
dollars.
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Sec. 3d. And be it further enacted. That the said

Corporation shall have power to elect and appoint such
officers as they may judge necessary ; to fix the tenures

and prescribe the duties and powers of the respective

ofiices ; to raise such monies by assessments on the sev-

eral shares in said Library, as the said Corporation may
judge necessary for preserving and increasing the same

;

and for the management of the affairs of said Corporation,

to make bye laws, for the due regulation of its concerns,

not repugnant to the Constitution and Laws of this Com-
monwealth ; and to annex and recover penalties, for any
breach of said bye laws, not exceeding three dollars for

any one breach thereof.

Sec. 4th. And be it further enacted. That Dwight
Foster esqr. be, and hereby is authorized to fix the time

and place for holding the first meeting of said Corpora-
tion, and to notify the members thereof.

Approved June 6, 1803.
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1803.— Chapter 3.

[May SeesioD, ch. 2.]

AN ACT TO AUTHORISE THE NORTH PARISH IN SCITUATE IN
THE COUNTY OF PLYMOUTH, TO SELL CERTAIN LANDS
GIVEN FOR THE USE OF THE MINISTRY IN SAID PARISH.
AND TO INCORPORATE CERTAIN PERSONS AS TRUSTEES TO
MANAGE THE FUNDS, THAT MAY BE RAISED BY SAID SALE
FOR THE PERMANENT SUPPORT OF THE GOSPEL MINISTRY
IN SAID PARISH.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court Assembled, and by the

Authority of the same, that the Inhabitants of the said

North Parish in Scituate be, and they hereby are Author-
ised and empowered by their Agents chosen for that pur-

pose, to sell and pass deeds, to convey all the Lands &
buildings standing thereon which were originally laid out

or granted by the Proprietors of Conihasset alias Cohas-

set, to the Church & Society in the Northernmost part of

said Scituate for the use of the Ministry— and that Hay-
ward Peirce, James Little, Augustus Clapp, Calvin Peirce

and Seth Merritt all of said Scituate, be, and they are

hereby appointed and incorporated Trustees for the due
management of the Fund that shall arise from said sale,

to receive and hold the same in trust for the use and ben-

efit of said Parish, and the permanent support of a Gos-


