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his deputy, or to a Constable, requiring them respectively

to make seizure of such chocolate not marked and branded

as aforesaid, and to secure the same, in order for trial

;

and said Officers are hereby respectively required & em-
powered to execute the same ; and all penalties and for-

feitures arising by force and virtue of this Act, one

moiety thereof shall be for the use of the town where the

offence shall be committed, and the other moiety thereof,

to him or them who shall inform or sue for the same.

This Act to operate, and be in full force, from and after

the first day of October next : And the Act passed March Former act

the eighth, one thousand eight hundred and three, enti-
'^p'^*''^'*-

tied, "An Act to regulate the manufacture of chocolate

in this Commonwealth, and to prevent deception in the

quality and exportation thereof, be, and is hereby re-

pealed. Apjyroved June 22, 1803.

1803.— Chapter 55.

[May SeBsion, ch. 55.]

AN ACT TO PREVENT FRAUD AND DECEPTION IN PACKING OF
PICKLED FISH, AND TO REGULATE THE SIZE AND QUALITY
OF THE CASKS, AND THE EXPORTATION THEREOF, FROM THIS
COMMONWEALTH, AND TO REPEAL ALL LAWS HERETOFORE
MADE FOR THIS PURPOSE.

Sect. 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, that from and after the tirst day of style and ma-

April next, all Barrels which shall be made or used for prescribed, &c.

the purpose of packing or containing pickled fish, shall

be made of sound seasoned white oak, or ash staves, with
heading of the same kind, & quality, or white pine

heads, sound and well seasoned, and the pine free from
sap ; the barrels to be well hooped, with at least three

hoops on each bilge, and three hoops on each chime, all

of which shall be good hoops, of sufficient substance ; the

barrel staves to be twenty-eight inches in length, and the

heads to be seventeen inches between the chimes ; and to

contain not less than twenty-nine, nor more than thirty

Gallons ; and all barrels, half barrels and Tierces for

packing fish, shall be branded on the side of the Cask
with the owner or maker's name ; and shall be made in a

workmanlike manner, to hold pickle ; the half barrels to

contain not less than fifteen and half gallons, and the
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Tierces to contain not less than forty-five, nor more than
forty six gallons ; and not a less number of good hoops
on Tierces and half barrels, than is prescribed for barrels.

Provided Jiowever, that nothing contained in this act shall

extend to Fish packed in kegs under eight gallons.

Sect. 2nd. Be it further enacted^ that there shall be

an Inspector-General of all pickled fish which shall be ex-

ported from this Commonwealth, who shall be well skilled

in the knowledge and quality of the same, to be appointed
by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the

Council, and to be by them removable at pleasure, who,
before he shall enter on the duties of his Office, shall

give bonds, with suflficient sureties, to the Treasury of

this Commonwealth, in the penal sum of Two Thousand
Dollars, for the faithful discharge of his duty, and shall

also be sworn faithfully to perform the same. And such

Inspector shall have power, when so qualified, to appoint

Deputy-Inspectors (who shall be removable by him at

pleasure) in every Seaport town, or other Town within

this Commonwealth, where it shall be deemed necessary

to pack such fish for exportation, for whom he shall be
answerable, and shall take bonds from them to himself,

and successor in Ofiice, with sufiicient sureties, in a sum
not exceeding One Thousand Dollars, and the said depu-
ties shall also be sworn for the faithful discharge of their

duty.

Sect. 3d. Be it further Enacted^ that it shall be the

duty of the Inspector-General, or his deputies, or some
one of them, to see that Salmon, Mack[e]rel, Shad, and all

other kinds of split pickled fish, or fish for barreling, have
been well struck with Salt, or pickle in the first instance,

and preserved sweet, free from rust, taint or damage
;

and such fish as are in good order, and of a good quality,

shall be packed in Tierces, Barrels, or half barrels ; the

Teii'ces shall contain three hundred pounds, the barrels

shall contain two hundred pounds, and the half barrels

one hundred pounds of fish each ; and the same shall be

packed with clean salt of a good quality suitable for the

purpose. In half barrels there shall be not less than

thirty pounds of salt; in the barrels, not less than sixty

pounds ; in Teirces, ninety pounds of salt ; and said

Casks, after being packed and headed up with the fish

and salt as aforesaid, shall be filled up with a clear

strong pickle, and shall be branded, Salmon, Mack[e]rel,
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Shad, as the case may be. And those of the best quality,

caught in the right season, to be most approved (the

poorest having been seperated) being free from any dam-
age, shall be branded, Cargo No. 1, all those caught at

other seasons, and which have been selected from the

best, being sweet, and free from damage shall be branded
Cargo No. 2. And the Inspector shall also brand on
the head of each and every Cask, in which inspected

merchantable pickled fish, or whole fish are packed, or

repacked, the initials of his christian name, with his sur-

name at large, the name of the Town for which he is

appointed, also the words for County, and Mass. for

Massachusetts, in plain legible letters ; each Cask shall

be filled with fish of one and the same kind ; and if any Penalty for

person shall intermix, take out or shift any inspected fish, and'fJfr export-

which are packed and branded as aforesaid, or put in mfy be'dlm°^

other fish for sale or exportation, contrary to the true "s^*^-

intent and meaning of this act, he, or they shall forfeit

and pay fifteen Dollars for each and every package so

altered : Provided however, if any casualty shall render

it necessary to repack a Cask of inspected fish, it may in

all cases be done by an inspector of such fish ; and if any
person or persons, shall export, or cause to be exported

from this Commonwealth any tainted or damaged fish, he

shall forfeit and pay ten dollars, for each and every hun-

dred weight that shall be thus exported.

Sect. 4th. Be it further enacted, that all small fish. Directions reia-

tiVG to llBU

which are usually packed Avhole with dry salt, shall be packed with
• • drv suit

put in good Casks of the size described in the first sec-

tion of this Act ; these Casks may be made of good
sound red-oak or pine timber well seasoned, to be hooped
with not less than twelve good & sufficient hoops on each

Cask ; the whole fish shall be packed close, edgewise in

the Cask, and well salted, the Cask shall be filled lull with

the fish and salt, putting no more salt with the fish than

is necessary for the preservation of such fish ; and the

Inspector shall brand all Casks containing such inspected

whole fish, with the name of the fish, and the quality, as

directed in the third Section of this Act.

Sect. 5th. Be it further enacted, that no pickled fish pickicd fish not

shall be exported from this Commonwealth in Casks by
1°,JfesauYnf'^

water, unless the master or owner of the vessel shall pro- spfction certifl-
' 1 cate IS exniblted

duce to the Collector, or any other Officer authorized by and oath taken

the laws of the United States to clear vessels out, a cer-
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tificate from the Inspector General or his deputy, that the

same has been inspected, packed and branded, according
to the directions in this act ; and the certiticate shall ex-
press the number of Teirces, Barrels, and half barrels,

thus shiped, the kind and quality of the fish they contain,

with the Name of the Master or owner, and the name of
the vessel in which such fish are received for exportation.

And such Master or owner of every vessel shall take and
subscribe the following oath before the Oflacer authorized
as aforesaid :

I, A. B. do swear, according to the l^est of my knowl-
edge and belief, the Certificate hereunto annexed con-
tains the whole quantity of pickled and barreled fish on
board the

, Master, and that no fish

is shiped on board said vessel, for the ship's company, or

on freight or Cargo, but what is inspected and branded
according to the law of this Commonwealth : — So help

me God.
Sect. 6th. Be itfarther Enacted, that if any master

of a vessel or other person, shall put or receive on board
any vessel or other Carriage of conveyance, to transport

the same from this Commonwealth, any pickled or whole
fish, packed in Casks, which are not inspected and branded
as directed and required by this act, he or they, on con-
viction, shall forfeit and pay not less than five Dollars, nor
more than ten DolUirs, for each and every hundred pounds
of such uninspected fish.

Sect. 7th. Be itfurther Enacted, that the Inspector-

General and his deputies, appointed by virtue of this act,

shall be paid for each Certificate for Exportation twenty
five Cents ; and for inspecting and branding each and
every Cask offish as directed by this act, for each Teirce,

fourteen Cents; for each Barrel, eleven Cents; for each
half barrel eight Cents, exclusive of the labor and expence
of packing and Coopering; — the charge for certificates,

inspecting and branding shall be paid by the exporter, in

addition to the purchase or Cost of said fish :— And the

Inspector General shall be entitled to receive from each
and every deputy he shall appoint, four Cents, for each
Teirce ; three Cents for each Barrel ; and one and half

Cent for each half Barrel, which said deputies shall inspect

and brand agreeably to the directions in this act ; and it

shall be the duty of each and every deputy-Inspector, to

make return to the Inspector General, once in six months,
of all the Teirces, Barrels, and half Barrels of fish, which
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they have inspected and branded agreeably to this act.

And it shall be the duty of the Inspector General, annually, An annual re-

,1 ii i- T J. I i. X xi r^ turn to be made.
in the month oi January, to make return to the Gov-
ernor and Council, of all the fish which have been in-

spected by him, and his deputies the past year.

Sect. 8th. J3e it further Enacted, that if any In- Penalty for

spector, or his Deputy, appointed by virtue of this act, branding Ash

shall brand any fish which he has not inspected, weighed,
^°' i"«i'«<"«d,

packed, salted and Coopered, according to the true intent

and meaning of this Act, or if he shall permit other per-

sons to use his brands, in violation or evasion thereof, he

shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty dollars, for each

and every Cask so Ijranded, and be liable to removal from
the Ofiice of Inspector.

Sect. 9th. Be itfurther Enacted, that if any pickled wan'anufo'/the

or barreled fish shall be put on board any Boat, Vessel, or
p^ctfedof bar

carriage of Conveyance with an intent to export the same reiiedflshat-

r I
• /^ Til j^ J. ii • • 1

tempted to be
trom this Commonwealth, contrary to the provisions and exported con-

true intent of this act, it shall be lawful for any Justice of proTis'ons of

the peace in the same County, upon information given ^'''*'*<^'-

him thereof, to issue his Warrant to the Sheriff or his

deputy, or to any Constable of the Town in which said

Boat, Vessel, or Carriage may be, requiring them respec-

tively to seize such fish and secure the same, and carry

the same to some Inspector or Deputy, within the same
Town or District in which such Boat, vessel or carriage

shall be, who is hereby authorized to open and inspect the

eame, and to pack and brand the same, as is before pro-

vided by this act, and detain the same, until the expence
and charges of seizure. Inspection, packing and all other

charges arising from such seizure shall be paid, and it

shall be the duty of every person, when required, to give

his necessary aid for that purpose, on pain of forfeiting

five Dollars, for his refusal. And all penalties and for- Recovery of

. . . ^ .
nnes.

feitures arising by force and virtue of this Act, shall be

recovered by action of Debt, or information, in any Court
proper to try the same ; one moiety thereof for the use

of the Town wherein the offence shall be committed, and
the other moiety, to him or them who shall inform or sue

for the same.

Sect. 10th. Be it further Enacted, that all laws here- Former uwb
, f, , . , i»i • r-

repealed.

totore made respecting the packing and exporting of

barreled pickled fish, from the Commonwealth, Be, and
the same are hereby repealed, from and after the first day
of April next. Approved June 23, 1803.


