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1803.— Chapter 56.

[May Session, ch. 56.]

AN ACT DECLARING AND CONFIRMING THE INCORPORATION OF
THE PROPRIETORS OF THE NEW SOUTH MEETING-HOUSE IN
BOSTON.

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives , in General Court Assembled, and by the

authority of the same, — That all persons, who now are,

or who may hereafter be the proprietors of the pews in

the Congregational Meeting-house situate in Summer
Street, in Boston, be, and they are hereby declared and
confirmed to be a body politic and corporate, by the name
of The Proprietors of the New South Meeting-house in

Boston, and the said Corporation shall be, and hereby are

deemed in law, to be seized of the same Meeting-house,

with all the land under, adjoining, and belonging to the

same, with the priviledges and appurtenances, excepting,

however, to the several proprietors of the pews in said

Meeting-house, their right to, and interest in the said

pews respectively.

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that the said proprietors shall meet annually

at the said Meeting house on the first Wednesday in May,
and at such other times there as they may be duly notified

in manner hereafter mentioned, and at said Annual meet-
ing, after having chosen a moderator, shall choose a

Clerk, Treasurer, and a Committee consisting of seven

persons and assessors, not exceeding six persons, who
shall all continue in office during the year & untill others

are chosen in their room. Provided, however, if, for any
cause, the said annual meeting should not be holden, then

the said officers may be chosen at any other meeting, duly
notified for that purpose.

Sect. 3. And be it further enacted, that the said Clerk
shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties of

his office, and it shall be his duty to record all the votes

and all the proceedings of the said Proprietors, and of the

said Committee, and of the assessors aforesaid, in seperate

books, to be kept by him for that purpose ; And the said

Committee, or a major part of them, shall have full power
to manage all the prudential afi^airs of the said proprie-

tors in the same and in as ample a manner as parish Com-
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mittees are authorized by law to manage the prudential

aflairs of parishes, and to notify any proprietors' meeting

by posting up a notification at the door of said meeting-

house three days, at least, before the time of holding the

same, and shall also be, ex officio, assessors of the said

proprietors, in conjunction with such other assessors as

may be chosen.

Sect. 4. And be it further enacted, that the said pro- Proprietors

prietors shall be entitled, to all the priviledges they have uegL^ound''

heretofore in fiict enjoyed, and shall lie bound by all the empoweTedt'o

contracts they have heretofore in fact entered into, as
^n^rac'jr^&c

well with their present minister as with others, and sub-

ject to all the duties, they have heretofore in fact been sub-

ject to. — And the said proprietors are also empowered,
from time to time, to make such further contracts and
raise such sums of money annually, as they shall judge
necessary for the maintenance and support of the public

worship of God, for the repairs or alteration of said Meet-
ing house, and making any reasonable addition to the sal-

ary of their present or any future Minister, and for other

parochial and incidental charges, and all monies, so raised

by the said proprietors, shall be paid annually, or by in-

stallments, at such times and in such proportions as said

proprietors shall direct.

Sect. 5. And he it further enacted, that all monies. Method of lay-

raised by the said proprietors for the i)urposes aforesaid, mentHand mode

shall be assessed by the said Committee and Assessors,

jointly, or by the major part of them, upon the several

proprietors of the pews in said Meeting house, one half of

such assessments according to the relative value of the

said pews, regard being had to their situation and conven-

ience, and the other half according to the relative values

of the rateable estates, real and personal, of the said pro-

prietors, according to the best judgment and discretion of

said Committee and Assessors, and shall make out a list

of such assessment, stating the names of the proprietors

and the numbers of the pews and times of payment, and of

the installments by which the payments are to be made,
if any, certified by the clerk, and deliver the same to the

Treasurer, for the time being, who shall thereupon make
out under his hand, a bill of each proprietors assessment,

and of the time or times of payment, and cause the same
to be left in his pew, of which fact the oath of the Treas-

urer shall, in all cases, be sufficient evidence. And if any

of collection.
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proi)rietor shall be in arrear in the payment of said tax,

or of any part thereof, to the Treasurer, for the space of

three months, the Treasurer shall certify the same, in

writing, to the said Committee, who are hereby author-

ized to sell the said pew at public auction, to the highest

bidder, and to execute to him a good deed thereof, pro-

vided the time and place of sale be published in one of

the Boston Newspapers, three weeks successively pre-

vious to the sale, and provided the tax, or so much as

shall be in arrear, together with the charges of publica-

tion, be not paid before the time of sale. And the Com-
mittee, after deducting from the proceeds of the sale, in

case they do not exceed the sum originally paid by the

said Proprietor, his ancestor or devisor, for said pew, and
in case they do exceed that sum, then from the amount of

the original consideration money, the charges of said sale,

and the tax in arrear, and all other sums before that time

assessed on such delinquent proprietor and not paid, in-

cluding any future installments assessed, but not due,

shall pay the remainder, if any, to such proprietor or his

order. Provided ahvays, that the excess of the proceeds

of such sale above the sum originally paid by said pro-

prietor, his ancestor or devisor, for said pew, shall be the

property of the proprietors of said meeting-house, sub-

ject to no deduction whatsoever.

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that if any of the officers aforesaid shall die or

resign during the year for which they were chosen, other

persons may be elected, in their room, for the remainder

of the year at any Meeting of the proprietors to be noti-

fied by a major part of the Committee, but in all cases

where there is but one of the Committee in office he shall

have sufficient authority to call any meeting of the pro-

prietors.

Sect. 7. Ayid be it further enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that no proprietor of any pew shall have lib-

erty to sell the same unless he first give notice of his

intention to the Committee, or some one of them, in

writing, and if the Committee, or some one of them, shall,

within thirty days after such notice, pay or tender to such

proprietor the full sum originally paid by such proprietor,

or by his ancestor or devisor, under whom he claims, de-

ducting therefrom all such sums of money as shall have

been assessed on said proprietor and are unpaid, then
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such pew, from the time of such payment or tender, shall

become the property of the proprietors ; but if no such

payment or tender shall be made within thirty days, then

such proprietor may sell and dispose of his pew at his

pleasure. — And all pews which now are, or at any time

hereafter may be, the property of the said proprietors,

may be conveyed by the major part of said Committee,
by their deed, for the benefit of said proprietors, sul)ject,

however, to such regulations as may be made, from time

to time, by said proprietors. And all deeds, executed by
said Committee, shall express the condition aforesaid, on
which the purchaser shall take such pew. And all deeds Deeds to be

of the several pews in the said Meeting house shall be recorded, &c.

recorded by the Clerk of said proprietors in a book to be

kept by him, particularly for that purpose, for which he

shall receive twenty-five cents and no more.
Sect. 8. And be it furtJier enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that Henry Hill, Daniel Bates and Joseph First meeting.

Field, or any two of them, may cause the first meeting
of said proprietors to be called for the purpose of choos-

ing the officers of said proprietors for the year ensuing,

and for any other purpose specified in a notification, by
them to be posted up at the door of said Meeting house,

giving notice of the time and place of said meeting, and
also by causing the same to be notified to said proprie-

tors, after divine service, on the Sabbath preceding the

day appointed for said Meeting.

Approved June 23, 1803.

1803.— Chapter 57.

[May Session, ch. 57.]

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A CORPORATION FOR TEIE PURPOSE
OF DYKING A CERTAIN TRACT OF MARSH IN THE TOWN
OF SCARBOROUGH.

Sec 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the

Authority of the same. That Robert Southgate, John M. Persons incor-

Milliken, Nathaniel Seavy, Simeon Fitts, Isaac Dearing,

Jeremiah Dearing, Isaac Dearing Junr., John Deariiig,

Thomas Seavy, William Seavy and Joseph Milliken, being

the sole Owners of the aforesaid tract of Marsh, together

with their Associates, and such others as may hereafter

associate with them, and their successors shall be a Corpo-

porated.


