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1803.— Chapter 65.

[May Session, ch. 65.]

AN ACT TO CEDE TO THE UNITED STATES THE JURISDICTION
OF A TRACT OF LAND ON MARTHA'S VINEYARD, AND THE
BUILDING ERECTED THEREON BY THIS COMMONWEALTH
AS AN HOSPITAL.

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, That there be, aud there hereby is

ceded to the United States of America the Jurisdiction of

Ten Acres of Land on such part of Martha's Vineyard, on
which the said Hospital is now Erected, and which is most
convenient for the purpose of said Hospital, and of which
a Description in writing shall be entered in the Registry

of Deeds in the County of Dukes County— Provided,

however. That if the said United States shall neglect, for

the term of three years from the date of this cession, to

accept & improve the same for the purpose by this Act
intended, or neglect to keep the same in good repair, and
in a Condition useful and suitable for an Hospital, then

this Cession shall be void : And Provided Also, That this

Commonwealth shall retain, and doth hereby retain a con-

current Jurisdiction with the United States in and over

the same Ten Acres, so far as that all civil and criminal

Processes issued under the Authority of this Common-
wealth or of any Officers thereof may be executed on any
Part of the same Ten Acres ceded as aforesaid, or in any
Buildings that now are or may be erected thereon, in the

same way and manner as if the Jurisdiction had not been

ceded as aforesaid. Approved June 23, 1803.

1803. — Chapter 66.

[May Session, ch. 66.]

AN ACT FOR ESTABLISHING A CORPORATION BY THE NAME
OF THE NORTH BRANCH TURNPIKE CORPORATION.

Sectn. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same That Merick Rice, Moses Hale,

Oliver Chapin Zacheriah Whitman Nathaniel Holmen Jr.

Calvin Hale John Stone Metapher Chase Samuel Ward
John Prentiss and Phineas AVhitney and all such persons

as shall associate with them and their successors shall be
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a Corporation by the name of the North Branch Turnpike corporate

Corporation, and shall by that name sue and be sued and
°*™^'

enjoy all the privileges and powers which by law are in-

cident to Corporations for the purpose of laying out and
making a Turnpike road from the line of the state of

New Hampshire, between Fitzwilliam and Winchendon
to the fifth Massachusetts Turnpike road in Fitchburgh
which road shall not be less than four rods wide, and the

travelled way not less than Eighteen feet in any place—
and that when the Turnpike road shall be sufficiently

made and approved of by a Committe appointed by the

Court of General Sessions of the Peace for the County
of Worcester for that purpose, then the said Turnpike a tumpike-gate

Cor})oration shall be authorised to erect one Turnpike *° ^^ erected.

Gate on said road and at such place as the said Com-
mitte of the Court of General sessions of the peace shall

Judge convenient for collecting the Toll and shall be en-

titled to demand and receive of each Traveller or Passen-

ger at said Gate the following rates of Toll Vizt : For toii eetab-

each Coach Pha?ton Chariot or other four wheel carriage '^ '

drawn by Two horses— Twenty five Cents and if drawn
by more than Two horses, an additional sum of 6^ Cents
for each horse, for every cart or Waggon drawn by Two
Oxen or Horses twelve and one half Cents each, and if

drawn by more than Two Oxen or Horses an additional

sum of 6\ Cents for each Horse or Ox : for every curri-

cle, 20 Cents for every chaise chair or sulky drawn by
one Horse twelve and one half Cents Each : and if drawn
by more than one Horse, 6|~ Cents each. For every man
and Horse 6i Cents each, for every sled or Sley drawn
by Two Oxen or Horses, Ten cents each, and if drawn by
more than Two Oxen or Horses an additional sum of four

Cents for each Ox or Horse, for every sley sled or Cart
drawn by one horse 6i Cents each : for all Horses Mules
or neat cattle led or driven besides those in Teems or

Carriages one cent each for all Sheep or Swine at the rate

of three cents by the dozen.— Provided also that whenever
it shall be made to appear to the Committe appointed as

aforesaid, the said Corporation have Liberty and are au-

thorised and do extend and make their road to the north

line of the Town of Fitzwilliam in the State of New
Hampshire without any Gate or Toll in said State they
shall then be authorized to erect one or more Gate on the

road in this Commonwealth at such place as said Com-
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mitte shall think proper, and receive the rate of Toll
aforesaid.

Sectn. 2d. And be it further enacted that the said

Corporation may purchase and hold Land over which
they may make the said road— And the Justices of the
Court of General Sessions of the Peace in the County of
Worcester are hereby authorised on application of said

Corporation to lay out the said road where the said Cor-
poration shall think proper, and the said Corporation
shall be liable to pay all damage that shall arise to any
person by taking his land for such road where the same
cannot be obtained by voluntary agreement to be esti-

mated by a Committe to be appointed by the Court of

General Sessions of the Peace for the County of Worces-
ter saving to either party the right of Trial by Jury, ac-

cording to the law which makes provision for the recovery
of damages arising from the laying out of highways.

Sectn. 3d. And be it further enacted that if the said

Corporation or their Toll gatherer or others in their em-
ploy shall unreasonably delay or hinder any Traveller or
passenger at said Gates or shall demand or receive more
Toll than is by this act established, the Corporation shall

forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding Ten Dollars nor less

than Five Dollars— to be recovered before any Justice

of the Peace in the same County by any person injured

delayed or defrauded in a special action of the case, the

writ in which shall be served on the said Corporation by
leaving an attested Copy of the same with the Treasurer
or with some individual member living in the same county
or by reading the same to the said Treasurer or Individ-

ual member at least seven days before the Trial and the

Treasurer of said corporation or individual member shall

be allowed to defend the same suit in behalf of the said

Corporation and the said Corporation shall be liable to

pay all Damages that shall happen to any person from
whom the Toll shall be demandable for any Damage
which shall arise from default of Bridges or want of re-

pairs in said way, and shall also be liable to presentment
of the Grand Jury for not keeping the same in repair.

Sectn. 4th. And he it further enacted that if any
person shall cut break down or otherwise injure or de-

stroy either of the said Turnpike Gates, or shall dig up
or carry away any earth from the said road or otherwise

damage the same in any manner or shall forcibly pass or
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attempt to pass the Gate by force, without having first

paid the legal Toll, shall forfeit and pay a sum not ex-

ceeding Fifty Dollars nor less than Five Dollars to be

recovered by the Treasurer of said Corporation to their

use in an action of Trespass on the case— and if any
Person with his Team Cattle or Horse shall turn out of

the said road to pass any of the turnpike Gates and again

enter on the said road with intent to evade the Toll due
by virtue of this act, such person shall forfeit and pay
three times so much as the legal Toll would have been
to be recovered by the Treasurer of said Corporation

to the use of the same in an action of Debt on the

case— Provided nothing in this act shall extend to en- Exemptions.

title said Corporation to demand and receive Toll of any
person who shall be passing with his horse or carriage to

or from Public worship or with his Horse Team or Cattle

to or from his Common Labour on his Farm, or to or

from any Grist mill or on the Common and ordinary busi-

ness of family concerns or on Military duty.

Sectn. 5th. And be it further enacted that the shares sbarestobe

in the said Turnpike road shall be taken deemed and con- son^^e^state"

sidered to be personal Estate to all intent and purposes
f°ansTr^an*d

and shall and may be transferable, and the mode of trans- attachment

fering said share shall be by Deed acknowledged before

any Justice of the Peace and recorded by the Clerk of

said Corporation in a Book kept for that purpose — and
when any share shall be attached on mesne process or

taken in Execution, an attested Copy of such writ of at-

tachment or execution shall at the time of the attachment
or taking in execution be left with the Clerk of the Cor-
poration or otherwise the attachment or taking in Execu-
tion shall be void— and such share may be sold on
execution in the same manner as is or may be by law
provided for making sale of personal property by execu-

tion and the officer making the sale or the Judgment
Creditor leaving a Copy of the execution with the officers

return on the same with the Clerk of said Corporation

within fourteen days after such sale and paying for the

recording the same shall be deemed and considered a

sufficient transfer of such share or shares in the said

Turnpike road.

Sectn. 6th. And be it further enacted that the first Firet meeting.

meeting of said Corporation shall be at the House of

Stephen Hoars Innholder in Westminster on the Sixth
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day of July next for the purpose of choosing a Clerk who
shall be sworn to the faithfull discharge of the duties of

his office — and such other officer as may then and there

be agreed on by the said Corporation— and the said

Corporation may then establish such rules and regulations

as shall be judged necessary for the well ordering its' af-

fairs, and also agree upon the method of calling future

meetings, provided however that such rules and regula-

tions are not in any wise repugnent to the Constitution

and laws of this Commonwealth.
Sectn, Tth. And he it further enacted that the said

Corporation shall within six months after the road is com-
pleted lodge in the secretarys office an account of the

expences thereof, and that the said Corporation shall an-

nually exhibit to the Governor and Council a true account

of the income or dividends arising from the said Toll

with the necessary anual Disbursements on said Road,
and that the books of said Corporation shall at all times

be subject to an Inspection of a Committe to be appointed
by the General Court or of the Governor and Council
when called for.

Sectn. 8th. And be it further enacted that whenever
any proprietor shall neglect or refuse to pay any Tax or

assesment duly Voted or agreed upon by the Corpora-
tion to their Treasurer within sixty days after the time

set for the payment thereof the Treasurer of the said Cor-
poration is hereby authorised to sell at public auction the

share or shares of such delinquent proprietor one or more
as shall be sufficient to defray the said Taxes and neces-

sary incidental charges after duely notifying in the news-
paper printed at such place as shall be nighest to the said

Turnpike road— the sum due on any such share and the

time and place of sale at least thirty days previous to the

time of sale and such sale shall be a sufficient Transfer of

the share or shares so sold to the person purchasing the

same and on producing a certificate of such sale from the

Treasurer to the Clerk of the said Corporation the name
of such purchaser with the number of shares so sold shall

be entered on the books of said Corporation by the Clerk,

and such person shall be considered to all intents and
purposes the proprietor thereof and the overplus if any
there be shall be paid on Demand by the Treasurer to the

person whose shares were so sold.
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Secn. 9th. And be it further enacted that the said f,^^l°^^^
'° ^^

Corporation shall at all places where the said Toll shall

be collected erect and keep constantly exposed to view a

sign or board with the rates of Toll of all the Tollable

articles fairly and ledgibly written thereon in large cap-

ital characters.

Sectn. IOth. And be it further enacted that the Gen- corporation

eral court may dissolve the said corporation whenever it ^?ve/when

shall appear to their sattisfaction that the income from i^^«'e°i°'fied,

said Toll shall have fully compensated the Corporation

for all money they may have expended in purchasing

making repairing and taking care of said road together

with an interest of twelve per Cent by the year and
thereupon the property of said road shall be vested in

the Commonwealth and be at their disposal, provided that

if said Corporation shall neglect to compleat said road

for the space of seven years from the passing of this act

the same shall be nul and void.

Approved June 23, 1803.

1803.— Chapter 67.

[January Session, ch. 1.]

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT, TO
INCORPORATE JOHN CODMAN & OTHERS, INTO A COMPANY,
BY THE NAME OF THE SUFFOLK INSURANCE COMPANY.

Be it Enacted by the Senate, and House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same, That The Suffolk Insurance Company shall be,

and hereby are authorized to invest of their Capital Stock

in real Estate, and to hold the same to any amount not

exceeding Fifty thousand Dollars, any thing in the Act,

to which this is an Addition, to the Contrary notwith-

standing. Approved January 24, 1804.

1803. — Chapter 68.

[January Session, ch. 2.]

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT FOR
INCORPORATING WOODBURY STORER AND OTHERS, BY THE
NAME AND STILE OF THE PROPRIETORS OF THE CUMBER-
LAND CANAL."

Sect. 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same. That the last Section of an Act ran of former
•^ "^ act repealed.


