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by advertising the same for tiiree weeks successively in

two of the newspapers printed in said town for the pur-

pose of their electing a First board of Directors, who
shall continue in OflSce until the second monday of eTan-

uary, One thousand eight hundred and five.

Ajjproved February 28 ^ 1804.

1803. — Chapter 90.

[January Session, ch. 28.]

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTITLED, " AN
ACT ESTABLISHING THE WILLIAMSTOWN TURNPIKE CORPO-
RATION."

Be it enacted by the Senate <& House of Representa-

tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same. That a further time of one year from the

first day of March next be, & hereby is allowed to said

Corporation, to complete their said Turnpike Road.

Approved February 28, 1804.

1803.— Chapter 91.

[January Session, ch. 24.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE CERTAIN PERSONS, TO LAY OUT
AND BUILD A TURNPIKE ROAD AND BRIDGES, FROM THE
POST OFFICE, NEAR THE GREAT PONDS IN THE TOWN OF
MIDDLEBOROUGH, TO THE BRAINTREE AND WEYMOUTH
TURNPIKE, LEADING FROM WEYMOUTH LANDING TO QUEEN
ANN'S CORNER IN HINGHAM.

Sec 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled and by the

authority of the same, that William Rotch, Junr., Edward Persons incor-

Pope, Samuel Rodman & Thomas Hazard jr., & all such

persons as are or shall be associated with them, and in-

terested in the fund raised to build said Turnpike and
Bridges, and their successors, shall be a Corporation by corporate

the name of the New-Bedford and Bridgwater Turnpike
°''"^'

Corporation, and shall by that name sue and be sued,

and shall have a common Seal and enjoy all the privi-

ledges and })ovvers, which are by law incident to a Cor-

poration for the purpose of laying out and making a

Turnpike Road and Bridges, and keeping the same in re-

pair, from the said Post Ofiice in Middleborough, })y or as

near the several meeting houses in Titicut, the South and
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East Parishes in Bridgwater, Abington, and tlie upper
Parish in Weymouth, to the Braintree and Weymouth
Turnpike, leading from Weymouth Landing to Queen
Ann's Corner in Hingham, as the same may be practicable.

Sec. 2i>. And be it farther enacted, that the above-

mentioned persons, or any three of them, may by ad-

vertisement in the New England Palladium, printed in

Boston, and in the Columbian Courier, printed in New-
Bedford call a meeting of the said proprietors, to be

holden at any suitable time and place, after fifteen days
from the publication of said advertisement ; and the said

proprietors by Vote of the Majority of those present, or

represented at the said meeting (in all cases accounting

and allowing a Vote to each single share) shall choose a

Clerk, who shall be sworn to the faithfull discharge of his

duty, & said proprietors shall then & there agree, on a

method for calling future meetings ; and at the same time,

or at any subsequent meeting may make and establish any
rules and regulations that shall be necessary or convenient

for regulating the said Corporation ; for eflecting, com-
pleting and executing the purposes aforesaid ; or for col-

lecting the Toll hereafter granted, and the same rules and
regulations may cause to be kept, & executed, or for the

breach thereof may order and enjoin fines and penalties,

not exceeding thirteen Dollars and thirty three Cents, for

any breach thereof: provided such rules and regulations

are not repugnant to the Laws or constitution of this

Commonwealth and the said proprietors may also choose
and appoint any other oflScer or Officers, that they may
deem necessary ; and all representations at any meeting
shall be proved in writing, signed by the person making
the same, which shall be filed with, and recorded by the

Clerk ; and this act, and all rules, regulations and Votes
of the said corporation, shall be truly and fairly recorded
by the said Clerk, in a book or books to be provided and
kept for that purpose ; provided also, that no one proprie-

tor in this Corporation, shall have more than Ten Votes.

Sect. 3d. And he it further enacted, that the same
Turnpike Road and Bridges, shall be laid out erected and
made by the said Corporation, of sufficient width in every
part thereof for the accomodation of the pul)lic, that is

to say, four Rods wide through the whole of said Road

;

and the made way or path for travelling, shall be of suffi-

cient width, and not less than twenty four feet wide in

any part thereof. And when the said Road and Bridges
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shall be sufficiently made from the said post office in Mid-
^J^^fa'*'^

dleborough, to the said Weymouth and Brantree Turnpike
aforesaid, and shall be so allowed by any three men, to be

appointed by the Governor and Council for that purpose,

then the said Corporation shall be authorised to erect two
Turnpike Gates, at such convenient distances within the

said Road, as a majority of the proprietors by them or

their Officers shall direct : Provided that neither of the

Gates aforesaid shall be placed, on any part of the Roads
heretofore travelled ; and shall be entitled to receive at

each one of the said Gates from each traveller and passen-

ger the following rate of Toll, to Vizt. For every Coach, Rates of ton.

Phaeton, Chariot or other four wheel Carriage for the

conveyance of persons, drawn by two horses twenty five

cents and if drawn by more than two horses, an addi-

tional sum of four Cents for each horse ; for every Cart,

Waggon, sleigh or sled or other Carriage of burthen,

drawn by two Oxen or horses twelve & one half cents

and if by more than two, an additional sum of three

Cents for every such ox or horse ; for every Curricle six-

teen Cents ; for every sleigh for the conveyance of pas-

sengers, drawn by two horses twelve & one half Cents,

and if drawn by more than two, an additional sum of

three Cents for each horse ; for every sleigh or sled

drawn by one horse ten cents ; for every chaise, chair, or

other carriage, drawn by one horse twelve & an half

Cents ; for every man and horse five Cents ; for all

horses oxen and neat Cattle, led or driven, besides those

in Teams and carriages one Cent each ; for all sheep and
Swine three Cents by the dozen, and in the same propor-

tion for a greater or less number ; Provided that there Provieo respect-

shall not be but one half of the toll demanded or received ©"^whleil
'^*

for the passing of Carts or Waggons at each of said Gates

that shall have the fellies thereof at least six inches in

width, and provided also that the General Court may
hereafter otherwise regulate the tolls to be paid, by Carts,

and Waggons, according to the width of fellies of the

wheels on which they shall run, and the burthens which

thev shall carry. — and the said Corporation shall, at signboard to be
• erected

each place, where the said toll shall be collected, erect

and keep constantly exposed to open view a sign or board

with the rate of toll of all the tollable articles fairly and
legibly written thereon, in large or Ca})ital letters.

Sect. 4. And he it further enacted, that said Corpo- corporation

ration may purchase and hold any land over which they and hold land
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may make said road ; and the justices of the Court of

General Sessions of the peace, in the respective Counties
through wliich it passes, are hereby authorised, on appli-

cation from the said Corporation, to lay out said Road
or any part thereof, within their respective jurisdictions,

as with the consent of said corporation they may think

proper. And the said Corporation shall be holden to pay
all damages, which shall arise, to any person by taking

his Land for such road, where it cannot be obtained by
voluntary agreement, to be estimated by a Committe ap-

pointed by the Court of General Sessions of the Peace,
in the County in which such damage shall aris-e ; saving

to either party, a right of trial by jury, according to the

Law which makes provision, for the recovery of damages
happening by laying out Public high ways. Provided al-

ways that in case of an increase of damages given by the

verdict of any jury that may be called on said Road the

expence of said Jury shall be paid by the said Corporation.

Sect. 5. And be it further enacted^ that if the said

Corporation or their Toll getherer, or others by them em-
ployed, shall unreasonably delay or hinder any passenger

or traveller, at either of said Gates, or shall demand or

recieve more toll than is by this act established, the cor-

poration shall forfeit and pay a sura, not exceeding ten

dollars, nor less than two dollars, to be recovered before

any justice of the peace, of the County where the offence

may be committed, by any person injured, delayed, or

defrauded, in a special action of the case, the writ in

which, shall be served on said Corporation, by leaving a

Copy of the same with the Treasurer or some individual

member of said corporation, living in the County where
the said Action may be brought, or by reading the same
to the said Treasurer or individual member, at least seven
days before the day of trial — and the Treasurer of said

Corporation or individual member, shall be allowed to

defend the same suit, in behalf of the said Corporation,
and the Corporation shall be liable to pay all damages
that shall happen, to any person from whom the toll is

demandable, for any damage which shall arise, from the

defect of Bridges, or want of repairing said ways, and
shall also be liable to presentment by the Grand jury, for

not keeping the same in good repair.

Sect. 6. And he it further enacted, ihsitM siny \)QYQon

shall cut, break down, or otherwise destroy, any of said



Acts, 1803.— Chapter 91. 631

Gates; or shall dig up, or carry away, any earth from ing gates, or

the said road, or in any manner damage the same ; or
''"^ '°^ °

shall forcibly pass, or attempt to pass, by force, said

Gates, without first having paid the legal Toll at such
Gate, such person shall forfiet and pay a fine, not exceed-
ing fifty Dolhirs and not less than Ten dollars, to be re-

covered by the Treasurer of said Corporation, to their

use, in an action of Trespass, and if any person, with a

Team, Cattle, or horses, turn out of said road, to pass any
of the Turnpike-gates aforesaid & again enter said road,

with an intent to avoid any toll established as aforesaid,

such person shall forfiet and pay a fine not exceeding
three dollars nor less than one dollar to be recovered by
the Treasurer aforesaid, to the use aforesaid, in an action

of the case. Provided that nothing in this act shall ex-

tend, to intitle the said Corporation to demand or receive

toll, of any person, who shall be passing with his horse

or carriage, to or from public worship or with his horse,

team, or Cattle to or from his common labour, or to or

from any Mill, or on the common or ordinary business

of family concerns, within the Town of which they are

Inhabitants or from any person, or persons, passing on
Military duty.

Sect. 7. And be it further enacted, that the shares in shares to be

said road, shall be deemed personal estate to all intents sooai etuter"^

and purposes, and shall be transferable by Deed, duly "erlndViuch".

acknowledged before any justice of the peace, and re-
"jf^'ed'®

corded by the Clerk of the said Corporation, in a book
to be kept for that purpose ; and when any such shares

shall be attached on mense process, or taken in Execu-
tion, an attested copy of such writ of attachment or ex-

ecution, shall at the time of the attachment or taking in

execution, be left with the Clerk of said Corporation,

otherwise the attachment or taking in execution, shall l)e

void. And such shares may be taken, & sold, by execu-

tion in the same manner, as other personal estate ; and
the Officer or judgment creditor, leaving a Copy of such

execution, with the return thereon, with such Clerk:
within fourteen days after such sale, & paying for the re-

cording thereof, shall be deemed a sufficient transfer of

the same.

Sect. 8. And he it further enacted, that the said Cor- statement of

1 II -jt • • 1 /• • 1 m •! coHt of road and
poration shall, withm six months after said lurnj^ike annual returns

Road shall be compleated, lodge in the Secretarys office.
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an account of all the expences of said Road & Bridges
;

and the said corporation, shall annually exhibit to the

Governor and Council, a true account of the income or

dividend arising from said Toll, with the necessary annual

disbursments on said road, and the Books of the said

corporation shall at all times be subject, to the inspection

of a Committee to be appointed by the General Court, or

to the inspection of the Governor and Council, when
called for.

Sect. 9. And be it further enacted^ that whenever
any proprietor shall neglect or refuse, to pay any tax or

assessment duly voted and agreed upon, by the said Cor-

poration, to their Treasurer within thirty days, after the

time set for payment thereof, the Treasurer of said Corpo-

ration, is hereby authorised, to sell at public Vendue the

share or shares of such delinquent proprietor, one or

more as shall be sufficient, to defray said taxes, and nec-

essary incidental charges ; after duly notifying in one or

more Public News papers, printed in the Counties of

Suflblk and Bristol the sum due on such shares, and the

time, & place, of sale, at least thirty days previous

to the time of sale, and such sale shall be a sufficient

transfer, of such share or shares, so sold, to the person

purchasing the same, and on producing a Certificate from

the Treasurer, to the Clerk of said Corporation, the name
of such purchaser, with the number of shares so sold,

shall be by the Clerk entered on the books of said Corpo-

ration, and such person shall be considered to all intents,

the proprietor thereof, and the overplus, if any there be,

shall be paid on demand, by the Treasurer, to the per-

sons whose shares were then sold.

Sect. 10. Aiid be it further enacted^ that the General

Court may disolve the said Corporation, whenever it shall

appear, to their satisfaction, that the said income arising

from said Toll, shall have fully compensated the said Cor-

poration, for all monies they may have expended, in pur-

chasing, repairing and taking care of the said Road &
Bridges ; together with an interest thereon, at the rate of

twelve dollars on the hundred, for a year, from the time

of completing the same ; and thereupon the interest in

the said Turnpike Road & Bridges shall vest, in the com-
monwealth. Provided that if the said Corporation shall

neglect, to complete said Turnpike Road & Bridges for

the space of three years, from the passing of this Act, the

same shall be void and of no effect.
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Sect. 11. And be it further enacted, that the said ThemteoMoii

corporation be and it is liereby empowered to commute muted,

the rate of toll, with any person, or with the Inhabitants

of any town, through which their Turnpike Road is made,
by taking of him or them, any certain sum annually, or

for a less time, to be mutually agreed on, in lieu of the

toll, established in and by this act.

Sect. 12. And be it further enacted, that the said Money may be
-' ' granted to cer-

Corporation is hereby allowed, to grant monies to such tain persons.

persons as rendered services to the Proprietors, in ex-

ploring the rout of the Turnpike Road, or otherwise,

previous to the Act of incorporation ; and the said Cor-

poration is hereby authorised, to purchase and hold, other

real estate adjacent to, and for the accommodation of said

Road, to the amount of twenty thousand dollars.

Approved February 29, 1804.

1803.— Chapter 93.

[January Session, ch. 25.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE JONATHAN MASON AND OTHERS
INTO A COMPANY BY THE NAME OF THE UNION MARINE
INSURANCE COMPANY.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Rejjresentativefi in General Court assembled and by the

authority of the same, That the said Jonathan Mason and Persons incor.

others and all such persons as have already or hereafter

shall become Stockholders in said Company, being Citi-

zens of the United States, be, and hereby are, incorpo-

rated into a Company, or Body Politic by the name of corporate

The Union Marine Insurance Company, for and during
the term of twenty years, after the passing of this Act,
and by that name may sue or be sued, plead or be im-

pleaded, appear, prosecute, and defend to final judgment
and execution ; and have a common seal, which they may
alter at pleasure ; and may purchase, hold & convey any
estate, real or personal, for the use of said company, sub-

ject to the restrictions hereafter mentioned.
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That the Capital Stock vaiue and num.

of said Company, exclusive of premium notes, or profits

arising from said business, shall consist of Two hundred
and fifty thousand dollars, and shall be divided into Two
thousand five hundred Shares ; of which capital Stock
twenty thousand dollars only shall be invested in real

estate.


