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First officers. gg^T. 8. And be itfurther enacted, That Hannah Balch
shall continue first directress ; Sarah Thompson second
Directress ; Margaret Atwood, Treasurer ; Hannah Bart-

lett Secretary ; Anne Norton, Dorcas Noyes Junr., Mary
Gage, Elizabeth Epes Carter, Susanna Coffin, Elizabeth

Jenkins, and Rebecca Marquand, managers until the sec-

ond Tuesday in June next, and until a new Election shall

be made as aforesaid ; and shall be, & they hereby are

invested, during said time, with all the powers which are

herein given to. said Officers, respectively who shall be
elected pursuant to this act. Approved March 15, 1805.
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1804.— Chapter 109.

[January Session, cli. 63.]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE CERTAIN PERSONS FOR THE PUR-
POSE OF BUILDING A BRIDGE OVER CATHANSE RIVER IN
THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN.

Sec. 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, that Zaccheus Beal, Josiah Colby,
James Fulton, Elihu Getchel, Robert Patten, David Pat-
ten, William Patten, Thomas Reed, Joseph Sprague, and
James Sampson, together with such others, as have or

may hereafter, associate with them, and their successors,

be and the}'^ are hereby constituted and made a Corpora-
tion and body politic by the name of The Proprietors

of Cathanse Bridge, and by that name, may sue and be
sued, to final judgment and execution, and may do and
suffer all such matters, acts and things, which bodies pol-

itic may and ought to do and suffer. And the said Pro-
prietors shall be, and they hereby are authorised to erect

a bridge over the said Cathanse river, at the termination

of the road, lately laid out and accepted by the town of

Topsham to the landing in Bowdoinham. And the said

Bridge shall be well built, of good and durable materials,

at the least twenty four feet wide, with a draw not less

than thirty feet in width which shall be constantly at-

tended and at all times be opened by the Proprietors of

the said Bridge when required, through which, vessels

may pass both by day and by night without toll— and
said bridge shall be twelve feet high at the least, above
high water across the Channel. And the said bridge shall

be well planked and safely railed : and the said Corpora-



Acts, 1804.— Chapter 109. 153

tion shall be liable to pay all damages, which may happen
to any person, from whom the toll is demandable, for any
damage which shall come from any defect or want of re-

pair, in the said bridge upon a presentment of the Grand
Jury of the County of Lincoln.

Sec. 2d. Be it further enacted, that for reimbursing Toiiestab-
.

to the said Proprietors, their expences in building the

said Bridge a Toll be and hereby is granted & established,

for the sole benefit of the said Proprietors, according to

the rates following, Vizt. For each foot passenger, two
cents— for each horse and rider, six cents — for each

horse and chaise, chair, sulkey, or other two wheel car-

riage for pleasure, ten cents— for each coach, chariot,

phaeton, curricle, or other four wheel carriage for pleas-

ure, drawn by two horses, twenty five cents, and if drawn
by more than two horses, four cents for each horse— for

each cart or waggon, sleigh or sled for burthen drawn by
one })east, six cents— and if drawn by two beasts, eight

cents, and if drawn by more than two beasts, two cents

for each beast, for all horses, or neat cattle, singly, or in

droves, two cents each, and for sheep and swine, one cent

each— and to each team, one person and no more shall

be allowed as a driver to pass free from toll : and at all

times when the toll gatherer shall not be attending his

duty, the passenger or carriage may pass free of toll.

And the said toll may be commuted with any person or ToUmaybe
.,1 r-< j_' 1 i 1 • r- I

• commuted.
persons, or with any Corporation, by taking or him or

them, a certain sum annually as may be mutually agreed
on, in lieu of the toll aforesaid. And after thirty years,

from the opening of the said Bridge, the General Court
may regulate anew, the rates of toll receivable thereat.

And the Proprietors shall erect, and constantly keep in a Bign-board.

conspicuous place, and fairly exposed to view, a sign or

board, expressing all the tollable articles, and the rate of

toll for each article, legibly written or printed thereon,

in large or capital letters. Provided Jioivever, that if the

said Proprietors shall for the space of four years, neglect

to finish the said Bridge, in a Safe and convenient man-
ner for passing, then this Act shall be null and void.

Sec. 3d. And be it further enacted, that any three of First meeting.

the persons beforenamed, may call the first meeting of the

said Proprietors by an advertisement in the Portland Ga-
zette, in three successive papers, the last publication to

be at least fifteen days before the time appointed in such
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hlwr&c^^^' advertisement, for said first meeting. And the said Pro-
prietors by a vote of the majority of those present or
represented at said meeting, shall choose a Clerk who
shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of said office, and
shall also agree on a method of calling future meetings,

and at the same or some subsequent meeting or meetings,

may elect such other officers, and make and establish such

bye-laws and rules, as to them may appear necessary or
convenient for the regulation and ijovernment of the said

Corporation, and for collecting the toll herein granted,

and may annex penalties for the breach of any of their

rules and bye laws, not exceeding five dollars. And all

representations made at said meetings shall be done in

writing and filed with the Clerk, and this Act with all

the votes and proceedings of the said Corporation, shall

be fairly and truly recorded by said Clerk in a book or

books for that purpose to be provided and kept.

Appj'oved March 15, 1805.
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[January Session, ch. 64.]

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A CORPORATION BY THE NAME OF
THE BATH BRIDGE AND TURNPIKE CORPORATION.

Sect. 1. Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of
Representatives^ in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same, that Peleg Tollman, Dummer
Sewall, Joshua Shaw, William Webb, Samuel Davis,

Mark L. Hill, James Curtis, Isaiah Crooker, Dudley B.

Hobart and William King, together with such others as

may hereafter associate with them, and their successors

and assigns, shall be a Corporation, by the name of the

Bath Bridge and Turnpike Corporation, and shall have

all the powers and priviledges which are usually given to

similar Corporations, for laying out and making turnpike-

roads, and keeping the same in good repair, for the pur-

pose of laying out and making a turnpike-road from Bow-
doin College, in Brunswick, to the new Meeting-House in

Bath, upon as straight a line as circumstances will admit,

and a Bridge over New Meadows River in the same
course. And the said turnpike-road shall not be less

than four Rods wide, & the part to be travelled on not

less than twenty^-four feet wide in any part thereof ; and
when the road shall be sufficiently made, and shall be so


