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for the faithful performance of the duties of his office, and "^^^ ^ «"« »

to answer for the malieazance and misteazance ot all his ced and prose-

deputies, shall be broken, to the injury of any person, such
^J'^'^^j^

^oj; *•»«

person may cause a suit to be instituted upon such bond, sheriff's bond,

at his own cost, but in the name of the treasurer, and the ^"^ * proTis9,

like endorsements shall be made on the writ, and the

like proceedings be had thereon to final judgment and
execution, as may be made and had by a creditor on ad-

ministration bonds given to any Judge of Probate ; FrO"
vided /lozcever, that no such suit shall be instituted by any
person for his own use, until such person shall have recov-

ered judgment against the sheriff, his executors or adminis-

trators, in an action brought for the malfeazance or mis-

feazance of the sheriff or his deputy, or for non-payment
of any monies collected by the sheriff or his deputy, in.

that capacity, or a decree of a Judge of Probate, allowing a

claim for any of the causes aforesaid, and such judgment or

decree, or so much thereof as shall be unsatisfied, with the

interest due thereon, shall be the portion of the penalty

for which execution shall be awarded.

Sect. 2. Be it forther enacted^ That actions for the
malfeazance or misfeazance of any sheriff, or of any of his Actions may

deputies, may be sued against the executors or administra- agaSSrS
tors of such sheriff, in the same manner as if the cause of^<=."'°'^s of Ad-

such action survived against the executor or administrator rshS*"^
"'

at the common law, Provided however, that this act shall

not be construed to make any surety in any bond, given by
the sheriff as aforesaid, before the passing of this act,HabIe
to any suit which could not heretofore be legally prosecut-
ed against him.

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted. That it shall be the The Trensurer

duty of the treasurer aforesaid, to deliver an attested copy ^^ s'-e « copy

of any sherifl's bond to any person applying and paying for
**^**'*"'^

the same ; and such attested copy shall be received as evi-
dence in any case ; provided 7ievertheless, that, if in any
suit, the execution of the bond shall be disputed, the
Court may order the treasurer to bring the original bond
with him into Court.

[This act passed March 13, 1806.]

An act to exempt certain Goods and Chattels of Debtors
from attachment and execution.

Sect. 1. "R^ ^^ enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives, in General Court

assembled, and by the authoritij of the same. That from
and after the first day of May next, the weaiing apparel,

beds.
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inumeration beds, bedstcads, bedding, and household -utensils, of anj
Txemp'tedfrom dcbtoF, nccessaiy for himself, his wife, and children, the
attachment, ^qqIs of any dcbtoF, necessary for his trade or occupation,

a proviso.
^^^ biblcs and school books which may be in actual use in

his or her family, together with one cow and one swine,

shall be altogether exempted from attachment and execu-
tion ; and no civil oificer shall attach, levy* upon, or take

the same, or any part thereof, either upon mesne process

or execution.

—

Provided nevertheless, that the beds and
bedding exempted as aforesaid, shall not exceed one bed,

bedstead, and necessar^^ bedding to two persons, and
household furniture the value of ^fty dollars, upon any
just appraisement.

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted. That no debtor or

Debtors still to dcbtOFS, owning any of the goods and chattels aforesaid,

enjoy the ben- shall be thereby precluded from the benefit of an act, pass-

act, *^takin"^a^n ed the nineteenth day of November, in the year of our
•ath in a new Lord, ouc thousaud scvcn hundred and eighty-seven, en-
"™"

titled, " An act for the relief of poor prisoners who are

committed by execution for debt," and instead of the oath

or affirmation, thereby prescribed to be taken, whenever
the Justices, thereby authorized to administer an oath or

affirmation, shall think proper to administer such oath or

affirmation, there shall he taken an oath or affirmation in

form following, to wit :—

I

do solemnly swear, before

Almighty God, (or affirm, as the case may be,) that I have

not any estate, real or personal, in possession, reversion,

or remainder, sufficient to support myself in prison, or to

pay prison charges ; except the goods and chattels exempt-
ed from attachment and execution, by an act entitled
*' An act to exempt certain goods and chattels of debtors

from attachment and execution ;" and that I have not,

since the commencement of this suit against me, or at any
other time, directly, or indirectly, sold, leased, or otherwise

conveyed, or disposed of to, or entrusted any person or

persons whomsoever, with all or any part of the estate,

real or personal, whereof 1 have been the lawful owner or

possessor, wuth any intent or design to secure the same, or

to receive, or to expect any profit or advantage therefor ;

or have caused or sutFered to be done, any thing else,

whatsoever, whereby any of my creditors may be defraud-

ed, so help me God, or (this I do under the pains and pen-

alties of perjury,) as the case may be.

[This act passed Mafch 13, 1S06.]
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