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every hundred pounds so taken, to be recovered in any court

proper to try tlie same.

Compensation Sect. 3. If any damage shall be done by said corporation
for^damage,

^^ jjjg property of any person not a member thereof, such per-

son shall be entitled to damage, to be estimated in the same man-

ner as damages occasioned by the laying out of highways.

l^prilG, 1839.]

C^hnrt 1 '^A ^" •'^*^^ '" iif'dition to an Act entilled " an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the
y^ivujJ 1 >i'*.

^^J^^^ Meeting-house in Salem, in the county of Essex."

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

Provisions con- The proprietors of pews in the meeting-house in Salem, in

pews"lic.*'"° which the Rev. John Brazer officiates as pastor, their succes-

sors and assigns, are hereby declared to be the same corporation

made by the act to which this is in addition, with all the powers

and privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions and lia-

bilities contained in said act, so far as the same may now be ap-

plicable to them, and in the twentieth chapter of the Revised

Statutes ; and the said proprietors are hereby authorized to as-

sess upon the pews in said meeting-house, according to the pres-

ent or any future valuation thereof, any sums of money which

shall hereafter be voted to be raised by them, for the support of

public worship and other parochial purposes, and to collect all

moneys so assessed in the manner provided by the thirty-second,

thirty-third, and thirty-fourth sections of the chapter aforesaid.

[Aj)nlS, 1839.]

ChctV 126 ^" ^^"^ *'^ incorporate the Proprietors of the Northfield Bridge.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

asfollows

:

Persons incor- Sect. 1. James White, Richard Colton, Jonathan H.
porated.

-gj^j^^^ Samuel C. Allen, Jr., Elijah Mattoon, and William

G. Woodward, their associates, successors, and assigns, are

hereby made a corporation, by the name of " The Proprietors

of Northfield Bridge," with all the powers and privileges, and
subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the

forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes.
When the Sect. 2. Tljc said proprietors are hereby authorized and
DriQfifG IS lO DC • • •

built, &c. empowered to erect a bridge over Connecticut river, in the town
of Northfield, in the county of Franklin, at any convenient place

between Prindle's ferry and Tifiliny's ferry, so called, where
the said town of Northfield has a road or reserved land running

westerly to the river, through Great Meadow ; or at any other

point between the said ferries, when the inhabitants of said town
of Northfield, at a legal meeting holden for that purpose, shall

consent thereto. And the said bridge shall be well built of suit-

able materials, at least twenty-six feet wide, and covered with
planks, with sufficient rails on each side for the safety of passen-

gers travelling thereon, and shall be kept in good repair at all

times.
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Sect. 3. Atoll is hereby granted to the said proprietors, Rates of toll,

and is established at the following rates, viz.—For each foot

passenger, two cents ; for each iiorse and rider, six cents ; for

each gig, sulky, or wagon, drawn by one horse, twelve cents

and a half, and for each additional horse, four cents ; for each
chaise, carryall, or covered buggy, sixteen cents, and for each
additional horse, four cents ; for each coach, chariot, or phaeton,

drawn by two horses, thirty-three cents, and for each additional

horse, four cents ; for each cart, sled, or other carriage of bur-

den, drawn by one beast, ten cents ; if drawn by two beasts,

sixteen cents, and for each additional beast four cents ; for each
baggage-wagon used in transporting merchandise, drawn by two
beasts, twenty cents, and for each additional beast, four cents

;

for each horse without a rider, four cents ; for neat cattle, asses,

and mules, each, three cents ; for sheep and swine, each, one
cent ; and one person, and no more, to each team, shall pass

free from toll. And all persons who shall have occasion to pass Persons going

the said bridge to perform military duty, and the iniiabitants of '° /^^^'1"|' *''^-

the town of Nortlifield, when passing the said bridge, to attend

town-meetings, or public worship at their usual place for the

same, shall pass, with their necessary horses and carriages, free

from toll.

8ect. 4. The said tolls shall commence on the day of Toils to be ex-

opening the said bridge, and shall continue for the term of fifty
borrd.''

°" '*'^"*

years ; and at the place of receiving the said tolls there shall be

constantly exposed to view, a sign-board, with the said rates of

toll fairly and legibly printed thereon.

Sect. 5. The said corporation, at the time of opening the Account of ex-

said bridge, shall cause a true account of the expenses of build- penses to be re-
^-' I luriiGcl to SGcr6*

ing the same, and also, at the end of every three years thereafter, lary.

a true account of all receipts and disbursements on account of

the same, to be returned into the office of the secretary of the

Comtnonvvealih.

Sect. 6. The said proprietors may, if they see cause, Tolls may be

commute the said rates of toll with any person or persons, by commuted,

taking of him or them a certain less sum, payable at any stated

periods, instead of the tolls aforesaid ; or by taking of all per-

sons less rates of toll than as before specified, the said proprie-

tors first giving public notice of their intention so to do, by pub-

lishing the same three weeks successively in any newspaper

printed in the said county of Franklin, or, if there be none

such, then in some newspaper primed in the county of Worces-
ter or Hampshire. And the said corporation may hold land to Land,

an amount not exceeding two thousand dollars, and may convey

the same.

Sect. 7. This act shall not take effect until the rights and Conditions upon

powers of the proprietors of the Nortlifield bridge, as granted in goes 'into effect.

an act passed the ninth day of March, eighteen hundred and

eight, entitled " an act to incorporate a number of persons, for

the purpose of building a bridge over Connecticut river,

between Prindle's ferry and Mill Brook, in the town of North-



built within six

years,
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field, in the county of Hampshire ;" and also an act passed the

eighteenth day of June, eighteen hundred and twelve, entitled

" an act in addition to an act, entitled an act to incorporate a

number of persons, for the purpose of building a bridge over

Connecticut river, between Prindle's ferry and Mill Brook, in

the town of Northfield, in the county of Hampshire ;" shall be

surrendered, annulled, or otherwise extinguished, or transferred

to the corporation by this act created.

Bridge to be Sect. 8. If the said proprietors shall neglect, for the space

of six years from the passing of this act, to build and finish the

said bridge, then this act shall be of no effect, [^pril 8, 1839.]

r^hnn T 9fi An Act in relation to tiie Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company and the Charles-
VyllUJ^ l^\J, town Wharf Company.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives^

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows :

Time extended. Sect. 1. The time for the completion of the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road shall be extended to the first day of January, in

the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-one.

Investment by Sect. 2. The Charlestown Wharf Company are hereby
wharf company authorized to invest such portions of their capital as they may

'
' see fit, in the stock of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Com-

pany : provided, that the sum thus invested shall not exceed one

hundred thousand dollars, in addition to the sum heretofore

authorized to be invested in said branch rail-road company by

said wharf company. [April 8, 1839.]

ChciD 1 27. ^'^ ^^^^ ''"' ''^® Punishment of Highway Robbery and Burglary.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

asfolloios :

Robbers and 1( any person shall be convicted of either of the offences des-

impfisoned fOT
bribed in the thirteenth section of the one hundred and twenty-

life, fifth chapter, or in the ninth section of the one hundred and twen-

ty-sixth chapter of the Revised Statutes, he shall be punished by

itnprisonment in the state prison for life, instead of the punish-

ment of death, as is provided in said sections ; but this act shall

not affect any case in which an indictment is now pending for

either of said offences. [Jlpril 8, 1839.]

Chnn 1 28 ^'^ ^^^ empowering the Village School District, in Greenfield, to raise money.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

asfolloios :

District may Sect. 1. The inhabitants of the Village School District,
^ise money,

jj^ Greenfield, in the county of Franklin, are hereby authorized,

from time to time, at any legal meeting called for that purpose,

to raise money for the support of schools within said district, in

addition to the sum raised by said town, in the same manner as

school districts are now empowered by law to raise money for

erecting or repairing school-houses ; and like proceedings shall


