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CHAP. LXII.

An act to divide the Comity of Kenncbeck, and to con-

stitute the northerly part thereof into a County by the

name of the County of Somerset.

Sect. 1. XJE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives^ in Geiieral Court assembled^ and by the

authority of the same, That the county of Kennebeck shall Boundaries,

be divided by a line, beginning on the westerly line of the

county of Hancock, at the north easterly corner of Town-
ship, Number four, north of the Waldo Patent, thence

running westerly on the northerly line of said Township
and the town of Unity, to the northwest corner of the town
of Unity aforesaid ; thence due west, to the easterly line

of the town of Clinton ; thence northerly by said Clinton,

to the nortlieast corner thereof ; thence westerly by the

northerly line of Clinton, to Kennebeck river ; thence
down the middle of said river, to the line between the

towns of Waterville and Fairfield ; thence westerly be-
tween the towns last mentioned, to the southwesterly cor-

ner of said Fairfield, thence westerly on a straight line, to •

the south easterly corner of the town of Mercer ; thence
westerly, on the southerly line of said town of Mercer, to

the easterly line of the town of New-Sharon ; thence north-

^vesterly, on the north easterly line of the town of New-
Sharon aforesaid, to the easterly line of the town of Far-

mington ; thence northerly and westerly, on the easterly

and northerly line of said town of Farmington, to the east-

erly line of the town of Temple ; thence northerly and *

westerly, on the easterly and northerly line of the town of"

Temple, to the easterly line of the county of Oxford, and
the bounds of the county by this act created on the east,

shall be the line heretofore established between the Coun-
ties of Hancock and Kennebeck ; and on the west by the

line between the Counties of Kenncbeck and Oxford ; and
on the north, by the line on the high land ; being the

boundary between the District of Maine, and the province
ol Lower-Canada.

Sect. 2. Be itfurther enacted, That all and every part Name,

and parcel of the late county of Kennebeck, included \vithln

the lines before described, shall be and the same is hereby
formed and erected into an entire and distinct county, by
the name of Somerset ; of which Norridgewock shall be the

shire, or county town. And tlie inhabitants of the said

county
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comity of Somerset^ ^Y^\\ hold, possess, use, exercise and
enjoy, all the po^vcrs, rights and immunities, which, by the

Constitution and laws of this Commonwealth, the inhabi-

tants of any comity vyithin the same, do hold, possess, use,

exercise, enjoy, and are entitled to.

Sect. 3. Be itfurther enacted^ That there shall be held

and kept within the said county of Somerset^ a court of

sessions, to be held at Norridgcvv^ock aforesaid, on the se-

Couits, cona Tuesday of September, and on the second Tuesday of

February }'early and every year ; and tliat there shall be

held and kept, within the said county of Somerset'^ to set

at Norridge^vock aforesaid, a Court of Common Pleas, on
the tliird Tuesdays of September and February, yearly

and every year, until die General Court shall otherwise or-

der, and the Justices of said court of sessions, and said

court of Common Pleas, who shall be thereunto lawfully

commissioned, shall have, hold, use, exercise and enjoy

all and singular the powers which are by h.\\ given and
granted to such Justices, within any other county of this

Commonwealth, where a court of sessions and court of

Common Pleas are already established ; and all appeals

from any judgment or judgments, gi^^en at any court of

Common Pleas, within the said county of Somerset^ shall

be heard and tried at the Supreme Judicial Court, to be
held at Augusta, in the county of Kennebeck.

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted^ That the methods and
procecdirig;ri directed by law for choosing a County Trcas-

c.hoice of Of-
^'1'^^' ''^^^^ Register of Deeds, and the modes and forms of

fiu;rs. proceediitg, known and practised in bringing forward and
trying actions, causes, {>leas or suits, and of originating

and conducting legal processes, of every kind, ^^'hether

civil or criminal, in the Judicial Courts established in the

several counties in this Commonwealth, and for choosing

persons to serve as Jurors at the said courts, shall be ob-

served and put in practice, used and exercised A\'ithin the

sai4 county of Somerset^ as is usual in other counties in

this Commonvv-caith : Provided., however^ that the County
Treasurer, and Register of Deeds for the said county of

Proviso. Somerset, shall, for the first time originate in the same
manner, as is prescribed by law, where vacancies happen
by death or resignation.

Sect. 5. Be it further enacted, That deeds, convey,

ances and transfers of real estate of every kind, which may
happen or take place, prior to the appointment of a person

for Register of Deeds within and for said county of Som-
erset,
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e.rset^ and to his being qualified to discharge the duties of

that office, may be recorded in the ofiicc of Register of

Deeds in and for the county of Kennebeck, according to

its late boundaries ; and such registering shall have thfc

same effect and operation as though recorded in the Re-

gistry of Deeds, for the said county of Somerset.

Sect. 6. Be if further enacted. That the several towns,

Districts and Plantations, within the said county of Som-

erset, shall pay to the Treasurer ofthe county of Kei^iebeck,

in the same manner tliey have paid previous to the passing

of this act, their due proportion of all county taxes, that

shall have been granted pnor to the seventeenth day of Feb.
of the present year ; and the court of sessions in and for

the county of Kennebeck, sh;ill have the same power and
authority to proceed with and assess upon all such towns,
districts and plantations severally, their due proportion of
all such taxes as have been granted as aforesaid ; and the

assessors of all such towns, districts and plantations, and
the inhabitants thereof severally, shall be governed by and
subject to the same laws of this Commonwealth, and held,

bound and obliged to perform the same duties, and be
under the same penalties with respect to assessing and pay-

ing all such taxes ; and the Treasurer of said county of

Kennebeck, shall be, and hereby is directed and empower-
ed to proceed in the same manner for the collection of such
taxes, and shall have the same power and authority to col-

lect and levy the same, by warrants of distress, indue form
of law, as if this act had never passed. And all lawful

precepts issued by the said Treasurer, for said county of

Kennebecic, for the collection or levying such taxes, di-

rected to the proper officer, with.in and for the county of

Somerset, shall be duly obeyed by such officer under tlie

same penalty ; and such officer shall be liable to be pro-

ceded with for any default therein, in tlie same manner as

in like cases where a similar default happens in any county

within this Commonwealth, within and to which both said

Treasurer and Officer belong ; and the said county of

Somerset shall be held to pay their due and just proportion

of all debts that shall be due and owing from the said county

of Kennebeck, on the seventeenth day of February of the

present year; excepting any debts which may be due from
said county towards building a stone jail in snid county, over

the sum of eight thousand dollars, v>'hich has been granted

and apportioned upon the several tcvns, and districts v/ithiri

said countV for that purpose.

Sect,
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Sect. 7. Be it further enacted^ That the jurisdiction

of the said County of Kennebeck, in all civil and criminal

matters, and the power, authority and duty of its civil offi-

cers and magistrates, and the style and manner ot their pro-

ceedings, shall continue and extend throughout the whole

of the late county of Kennebeck, until the first day of June

next, in the same manner as if this act had not passed ; ex-

cepting however, that the said county of Somerset shall not

be holden to pay any part or proportion of any tax which

Suits, Sic.pend- may be assessed upon, or debt contracted by said county
ing to be deter- Qf Kenncbcck, after the seventeenth day of February before

S)unty of Ken- mentioned ; and all actions and civil suits of every kind,

aebeck. which shall or may be pending in the Court of Sessions or

Court of Common Pleas for the county of Kennebeck, in

which real estate is sued for, that is situated in the county

of Somerset, or ^he original plaintiff or plaintiffs, petitioner

or petitioners, one or more of them reside in the county of

Somerset, or in which the original plaintiff or plaintiffs, pe-

titioner or petitioners, do not live within the present county

of Kennebeck, and the adverse party do live or reside with-

in the county of Somerset, together with all recognizances,

scire facias, and suits wherein the Commonwealth are party,

and the adverse party live or reside within the count}^ of

Somerset, prior to the first day of June next, shall be heard,

tried, and finally determined in the county of Kennebeck,

as if this act had not passed.

Sect. 8. Be it further enacted^ That the Towns and
Phmtations within the said county of Somerset, in the vot-

ing for state senator, and federal representative, shall be

considered as forming a part of the district, heretofore known
Towns and

\^y ^^^ name of Kennebeck District, any thing in this act

SomtrsS"tV to the coutra' y notwithstanding ; and that the inhabitants

form a part of thercof shall havc and enjoy the same rights and privileges

Sct.'^
^^ ^^ ^^^th respect to the election of senator and federal represen-

tative, as aforesaid, as if this act had never passed ; and all

returns of votes for such senator and federal representative

within the said county of Somerset, shall be made in the

same manner and under the same penalties as is by law pro-

vided in other counties within this Commonwealth.
Sect. 9. Be it further enacted^ That all officers within

Prisoners to be the said county of Somerset, having authority to commit
committed to prisoucrs to Jail, shall be authorised, for the term of two
enne ec jai

. y^^.^^ ^^ commit their prisoners to tlie Jail in the county of

kennebeck ; and the keeper of the Jail in the said county

of Kennebeck, is hereby authorized and required to receive

and
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and detain such prisoners : Provided nevertheless, that no Proviso.

expense or damage shall accrue therefrom to the county of
Kennebeck.

[This act passed March 1, 1809.]

CHAP. LXHI.

An act to repeal certain acts, concerning Meadows and
Beaches, in the north part of Hiu-wich.

XJE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and bi/ the

authority of the same. That an act made and passed in the

year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-

one, entitled " An act to prevent damage being done on
the meadows and beaches, lying in, and adjoining on the

north side of the town of Harwich, between Skaket harbour
on the east, and Quivet harbour on the west." Also, an
act made in tlie same year, entitled *' An act, in addition

to an act made and passed this present year, entitled " An
act to prevent damage being done on the meadows and
beaches, 1} ing in, and adjoining on the north side of the

town of Harwich, between Skaket harbour on the east, and
Quivet harbour on the west ;" which acts, by an act passed

the seventh day of March, in the year of our Lord, one thou-

sand seven hundred and ninety- seven, were made perpetual,

be, and the same are hereby repealed.

[This act passed March 2, 1809.]

CHAP. LXIV.

An act to regulate the taking of Fish in the to^vn of Ro-
chester.

Sect. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Hepresentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same. That any person who shall take any

of tlie fish called alewives in the brook leading out of Mer-

ry's Pond so called in Rochester into Sippican River, or in

the said Sippican River, excepting as is in this act allowed,

shall forfeit, and pay the sum of ten dollars, to be recovered

in an action of debt, in any court proper to try the same, by

tlie Treasurer of said town, to the use of said town.
Sect.




