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An act to incorporare a fociety by the name of The Maffa-

chufetts MifTionary Society.

Sect. 1. JJ^ it enacted by the Senate and Houfe of Rcpre-

fentatives, in General Court ajfembled^ and by the authority ofthe

farne. That the Rev. Daniel Hopkins, the Rev. Samuel
Spring, Mr. Henry Gray, the Rev. Samuel Niles, and the

Rev. Jofeph Barker, with their aflbciates, for the purpofe

of difFuiihg the knowledge of the Gofpel of Jefus Clirift

among the heathen, and others in remote places, be, and
they are hereby incorporated and made a body politic and
corporate for the purpofe aforefaid, and by the name of

The Mafiachufetts Miilionary Society, to continue and exift

for and during the term of fifteen years, from the paiTmg of

this act ; may fue and be fued, plead and be impleaded, ap*

pear, profecute and defend to final judgment and execu-

tion, and may have a common feal, which they may break,

change, alter or renew at pleafure.

Sect. 2. Be itfurther enacted^ That the faid corporatioi:i

are hereby made capable of taking and holding real eftate

of any kind in fee limple, or other lefs eftate, not exceed-

ing the annual income of fifteen thoufand dollars, and of

taking and holding perfonal eftate, by donation, bequeft or

otherwife, not exceeding the annual income of ten thou-

fand dollars ; the annual income of all which real and per-
,

fonal eftate, ftiall be applied to the purpofe of diffufing

Chriftian knowledge in fuch manner as the corporation

fliall judge will be moft conducive to the defign of their ir-

ftitution : Provided, that all the Miilionary Teachers, who
may be employed by faid corporation, fhall be of the Pro-

teftant Religion, and of reputed piety, prudence, and learn-

ing.

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted. That the faid corpora-

tion may annually choofe by ballot, a prefident, fecretary,

treafurer, and fuch number of truftees as they m.ay think

proper, not lefs than feven ; and fuch other officers as they

fliall judge neceflary ; all of which officers, when chofen,

may hold their offices until others are chofen in their

ftead ; and in cafe of death or refignation of either of faid

officers, faid corporation fliall have a right in like manner,
at <ny meeting regularly called for the purpofe, to choofe

others to fill any vacancies which may fo happen : Provided ?

however^ that the officers which have been already chofen ^
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by the perfons aforefaid, and their alTociates, fliall continue
to hold the oflices to which they have been refpectively

elected, until laid corporation (hall choofe others in their

ftead, agreeably to the direftions in this act.

Sect. 4. Be itfurther enacted. That faid corporation be. Authorised to

and hereby is authorized at their firft meeting to be held
'"''*'"'' ^^H^'^^v

under this ad, by vote of the majority of the members prc-

fent at faid meeting, to make and cllabliili fuch rules, re-

gulations, and by-laws, for their government, fubjed to

luch revinon, alterations or additions, to be made at any
regular fubfequent meeting as faid fociety fliall judge ne-

celfary for the well ordering of the affairs of" faid corpora-

tion, and will beft promote the defign of their inftitution ;

and may annex reafonablc penalties to the breach of fuch

rules, regulations, and by-laws, provided the fame be not
repugnant to the conilitution and laws of this Commonr
wealth.

Sect. 5. Be it further enacted. That the Rev. Nathaniel
Meetings to b^

Zmmons be, and he. is hereby authorized to call the firft pubiiiiied.

meeting of faid corporation, by publilhing a notification of
the time and place where the fame fhall be held, in two of

the newfpapers printed in Boflon, fourteen days, at leaft,

previous to fuch meeting.

And to the end, that the members of faid fociety, and all

contributors to faid defign, may know the ftatc of the funds
^'«^"^^^^-

of faid fociety, and of all donations made to the fame and
of the difpofal thereof:

Sect. 6. Be itfurther enacted^ That particular accounts
Accounts to be

of fuch funds and the difpofal thereof, fhall be exhibited exhibited an.
'

by the treafurer, or, in cafe of his abfence, by the fecretary, '^'^*"7-

at the ftated annual meeting of faid fociety, a committee
of faid fociety having firfl examined, and certified the fame
to be true ; and fair entries fliall be made in books, to be

provided for that purpofe, of all donations made to the fo-

ciety, and of all the real and perfonal eftate belonging to the

fame, and the faid books fliall be brought to tlie general

ilated annual meetings, and be there open for the perufal

and examination of the members.
Sect. 7. Be itfurther enabled. That the Legiflature of ,

^ ^

this Commonwealth fliall, at any time, have the right, by a Legiaamrs,

committee of their body, to inlpedft the doings, funds and
proceedings of the faid corporation ; and, for ihat purpofe,

ihall have accefs to all books and papers of faid corporation.

[This act palled F^bniarv 9, 1S08.]
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