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CHAP. XLII.

An Act to incorporate The Bible Society of Mallachufetts.

Preamble. VV HEREAS the perfons hereafter nam-
ed in this aft, together with many other citizens of this

Commonwealth, have formed themfelves into a Society

for the purpofe of raifmg a fund by voluntary contribu-

tion, to be^ appropriated in procuring bibles and tefla-

ments of the verfion in common ufe in the churches of

Nev/' England, for diftribution among all perfons inhab-

iting within the ftate and elfewhere, who are deftitute of

the facred fcriptures, and who cannot be conveniently

fuppiied without the aid of others. And whereas, in or-

der that the pious and laudable objeds of faid fociety may
be better carried into effeft, and the charity of faid fo-

ciety more extenfively diffufed, they have, by their com-
mittee, prayed ior an a£l of incorporation.

Sec. I. BE it therefore enadcd by the Senate and Houfe of
Reprefentatives in General Court affemhled^ and by the author'

Perfons mcor- ^^J ofthefa7ne. That William Phillips, Efq. the Rev. John
porated. Lathrop, D. D. Rev. Joleph Eckley, D. D. Rev. James

Freeman, Rev. Eliphalet Porter, D. D. Rev. Abiel

Holmes, D. D. Rev. Ths. Baldwin, D. D. the Hon. Wil-
liam Brown, Francis Wright, Efq. Hon. Ifaac Parker,

Hon. Peter C. Brooks, John I'ucker,' Efq. Jofeph Hurd,
Efq. Mr. Jofeph Sewall, Redford Webfter, Samuel Park-

man, Jofeph May, and Henry Hill, Efqrs. the Rev. John
Pierce, the Rev. Jofeph S. Buckminfter, and Mr. Samuel
H. Walley, together with thofe who have aflbciated, and
who may hereafter affociate v/ith them, for the purpofes

aforefaid, be and they hereby are incorporated into a fo--

ciety, by the name of The Bible Society of Maffachufetts.

Sec. 2. Be it further cnaded^ That the faid W^illiam

\°hi\[e e^^ Phillips, and others above named, and their affociates,

fhall be and lemain a body corporate, by the faid name
and title, during the pleafure of the Legiflature, and may
have a feal which they Pyiay alter at pleafure ; and the

faid fociety fhall be capable of taking, and receiving from
any perfons difpofed to aid the benevolent purpofes of this

iRftitution, any grants or devifes of lands and teitements

in
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in fee fimple or otherwife, and donations, bequefts, and
fubfcriptions of money or other property, to be ufed and
improved for the purpofes aforefaid.

Sec. 3. Be it further emided^ That the faid corpora-

tion fhall he, and hereby are empowered to purchafe and
hold any real eftate other than that which may be given

as aforefaid : Provided^ The Talue of the whole ellate, real

or perfonal, of faid fociety, fhall not exceed the funi of

one hundred thoufand dollars.

Sec. 4. Be it further enadied. That the faid fociety
j^j.^^ f,,^ ^^

may fue and be fued in their corporate capacity, and be fucd.

may appoint an agent or agents to profecute and defend

fuits with power of fubftitution.

Sec. 5. Be itfurther enacted. That faid fociety may
choofeaPrefidenr,Vice-Prefident, Treafurer, Secretaries,

^^""•"

Truftees, and fuch other officers as they fhall fee fit ; and
may make and eflablifli fuch rules and regulations as to

them fhall appear necelTary : Provided, The. fame be not re-

pugnant to the laws orconflitution of this Commonwealth,
Sec. 6. Be itfurther enaBed, That William Phillips,

Efq. be and he hereby is authorized by notification in a-

ny two of the newfpapers printed in Boflon, <q appoint

the time and place of the firfl meeting of faid fociety, at

which meeting the faid fociety may appoint the time and
place of their annual and other meetings, and the man-
ner of notifying the fame ; may choofe the ofncers afore-

faid, may prefcribe their duty, and may vefl in the trui^

tees, the number of which may be determined by the faid

fociety, but fhall not exceed thirty, iiich powers, conform-
able to the principles of this inftitution, as fhall be deem-
ed necelfary.

[This aft pafTed Feb. 15, 18 10.3

CHAP. XLIir.

Kn Acl for the better fecurity of the town of Charlef-

town againfl Fire.

Sec. I. JDE // enaclcd by the Senate and lioufe of
Reprefentatives in General Court ajfmhled, and liTy the au-
thority ofthcfam?, Ihat from and ^fter the firft day of

Auguft


