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CHAP. Lxn,

An A6I: to empower the inhabitants of the town of Plym?

outh to choofe a Board of Health, and for removing

, and preventing nuifances in faid town.

Sec. 1. -OE /V enaded by the Senate and Houfe of

Reprefeufatives in General Court ajfeinhled^ and by the aur
Town of Ply- thor'ity ofthefainey That the freeholders and other inhab-

Sioofe a^Board ^'^'^'^fs o^ ^^e town of Plymouth, qualified to vote for

of Health. towu officers, may, in the month of March or April annu-

ally, or at any other meeting legally called for the pur-

poie, choofe a Board of Health, confiding of five perfons ;

the members of which board of health Ihall eleft a prefi-

dent and a clerk, whofe duty it Ihall be to record the

votes and doings thereof; and in cafe of the death or re-

fignation of any one of the members of faid board, the

faid freeholders or other inhabitants may, at any meeting

legally called for the purpofe, eled a member to fupply

his place.
Their duty. jj^^. 2. Be itfurther enaded. That it fhall be the du-

ty of the Board of Health, and each member thereof, to

examine into all nuifances, and other caufes injurious to

the health of the inhabitants, whether the fame fhall be

caufed by flagnant waters, drains, common fewers, ilaugh-

ter houfes, tan yards, fifh, fi(h houfes, docks, neceflaries,

hogfties, putrid animal or vegetable fubftances, or any
other caufe of whatever kind, which in his or their opin-

ion may be injurious to the health of the inhabitants as

aforefaid ; and upon complaint on oath being made to

any Juftice of the Peace, by any member of faid Board
of Health, or other perfon, that he fufpedls any of the

nuifances, or caufes aforefaid to exift, in any dwelling

houfe, cellar, ftore or other building, fhip or veffel, it fliall

be the duty of fuch Juftice of the Peace to iffue his war-

rant, direded to the fheriff of the county ofPlymouth, or

his deputies, or to any conftable of the town of Plym-
outh, commanding him or them, forcibly to enter, and,

to'^ether with a member of faid Board of Health, to fearch

the fame in the day time, and upon the difcovery of fuch

nuifance, or other caufe injurious to the health of the in-

habitants^
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habitants, to remove the fame : Provided however., That provifa.

no fherifF or deputy flierifF, or conilable, {hall execute

a«y civil procefs. either by arrefting the body, or attach-

ing the goods and chattels of any perfon or perfons, un-

der colour of any entry made for the purpofes aforefaid,

unlefs fuch fervice could by law have been made without

fuch entry ; and all fervices fo made, under colour of

fuch entry, fhall be utterly void, and the officer making
fuch fervice, Ihall be confidered as a trefpaffer, to all in->

tents ab initio : And any perfon or perfons who fliall refift

l\ich fearch, fhall forfeit and pay the fum of /^» dollars, to Penalty for re-

be recovered in manner hereafter provided. And it {hall
for nuiSces.

be the duty of the Board of Health, upon the difcovery

of any fuch nuifance or other caufe, injurious to the health

of the inhabitants of faid town, forthwith to remove the

lame : and upon complaint to any Juflice of the Peace,

within the faid town, or in faid county, made upon oath

by one or more of faid Board of Health, briefly therein

fiating the facls, together with the cofts of fuch removal,

fuch Juflice {hall grant a warrant, therein expre{ling the

fubflance of faid complaint, directed to the {heriff of the

county of Plymouth, or his deputy, or any conftable of
the town of Plymouth, commanding him to notify and
require the perfon or perfons, in whofe poffeflion, or upon
Tvhofe eftate, fuch nuifance or other caufe aforefaid exifl-

ed ; or in cafe of his abfence, his agent or attorney to

appear forthwith before fuch juflice ; and iffueh perfon or

perfons fhall negle^l then and there to appear, or appear^

ing, {hall not fhew good caufe to the fatisfaclion of faid

juflice, why judgment fhould not pafs againfl him or

them ; the faid jultice fhall then and there adjudge, that

fuch perfon or perfons fhall pay a fine of /^;2 dollars, and
the cofls of fuch removal, and double cofls of profecu-

tion ; and fhall thereupon iffue his warrant, direfled to

the fherifF of the county of Plymouth, or his deputy, or

aiiy conftable of the town of Plymouth, thereby com-
manding him to levy the expence of faid removal, togeth-

er with faid fine and double cofts, on the goods and eftate,

and for want thereof, on the body of the faid occupier

or proprietor of the houfe, land, cellar, docks, ftore, or

veffel in which faid nuifances exifted ; and faid fine fhall

be paid over to the town treafurer, for the ufe of faid

tfiwn : Provided always. That any perfon or perfons ag- provifo.

grieved,
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grieved at any judgment of a juftice, pafled againft him
or them as aforefaid, Ihall have a right to appeal there-

from to the court of Common Pleas thei* next to be bold-

en within and for the county of Plymouth, who (hall hear
and determine on fuch complaint, as the cafe may require,,

and thereupon render fuch judgment as the juftice is

herein before authorized to do in an original complaint
to him, with additional cofts ; and the judgtnent of laid

Provifo. CouTt thereon fliall be final : Provided neverthelefs. That
no fuch appeal fhall be granted, uulefs the refpondent ftiall

claim the fame, on the day on which the juftice's judg-
ment fhall be rendered ; and fhall enter into recogni-

sance with two fufficient fureties to profecute faid appeat
with effect. And faid Board ihall have authority to ap-

point fcavengers, and fuch other ofBcers to aflift; them in>

the execution of their office, as they fhall judge neceffa-

ry ; for payment of whom, and all neceifary expenfes,

which may arife in the exercife of their ofHce, the faiJ

Board fhall be authorized to draw upon the treafurer of
faid town.

No putrid or Sic. 3. Be itfurther enaSled^ That any perfon who
tainted rneat to fhall ofFer for falc in the town of Plymouth, or fhall have
e expo e

j^ pofTefTion any tainted or putrid falted meat, or pick-

led fifh, which fhall be fo deemed by any two of the Board
of Health, upon convidion thereof, in manner aforefaid.

Penalty, fliali forfeit the fum of two dollars for each barrel fo of-

fered for fale, or that he fhall have in poffefTion ; and it

Ihall be the duty of every licenfed packer of provifions

and pickled fifh, to give information to the Board of

Health, or fome one of them, ofany fuch meat or fifh that

fhall come to his knowledge ; and fhall moreover be
fworn before the prefident of the Board of Health, or

fome one of faid Board, to give fuch information before

he fhall execute that truft, after faid Board of Health fliall

have been chofen ; and the faid prefident and members
are hereby feverally authorized to adminifter faid oath :

and if any packer of provifions fliall repack any meat or

fifh that fhall be unwholefome, or not fit for ufe, and b€
thereof convicted before any court competent to try the

fame,he fhall forfeit two dollars for each barrel fo repacked,
and fhall forever be difqualified for ferving again in that

capacity j and no provifions fhall be repacked in the faid

town of Plymouth, between the firft day of June, and the

firft
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firfl: day of 0£tober, in any year, unlefs in fuch place or

places therein, where permiffion therefor fhali be obtain-

ed in \^riting, from the board of Health ; and any perfon

or perfons who fhail repack any provifions within the times

aforefaid, in the faid town of Plymouth, in any place or

places where permiflion therefor in writing hath not been
firfl: obtained of faid Board of Health, fhall forfeit the fum
oitivo uollars., for each barrel fo repacked.

S£c. 4. Be it further enaded. That no perfon or per- nq creatures to

fons. without firft obtaining permiffion therefor from the be killed in the

Board of Health, or two members thereof, ihall kill any
^'*^"*

ftieep or lambs, or expofe to fale within faid town, be-

tween the firfl day of July and the twentieth day of Sep-

tember, in any year, the meat of any fheep or lambs,

which fhall have been killed within two days after fuch

iheep or lambs Ihall have been driven into faid town ;

and every perfon who, without having firft obtained fuch

permifion, fhall within the times aforefaid, kill any fheep

or lambs within faid town, within two days after fuch

flieep or lambs fhall have been driven into the fame, or

fliall expofe or offer for fale within faid town, the meat
ofany flieep or Iambs which fhall have been fo killed, fhall

forfeit and pay for each offence fifteen dollars ; and the Penalty.

meat of every fheep or lamb fo killed, fhall be forfeited
;

and the faid Board of Health, or any two of them, may,
and it fhall be their duty, to feize and remove the fame,

and difpofc thereof, fo as that the health of the inhabi-

tants may not be endangered thereby ; and in any ac-

tion or profecution againft the members of faid Board of

Health, or either of them, for feizing any meat of flieep

or lambs by virtue of this ad, the plaintiff or profecutor

ihall be held to prove that fuch fheep or lambs were killed

after the expiration of two days from the time the fame
were driven into the faid town, or by permiffion of faid

Board of Health.

Sec. 5. Be it further enaded. That no untanned hides No untanned

ffiall be (tored or kept in the town of Plymouth aforefaid,
^^^^'"benor.

between the firft day of May and the firft day of Decem-
ber, except in fuch place or places as the Board of Health
fhall diredl and appoint ; and that all fuch hides, found in

any other place or places in faid town, within the times
lafl mentioned, ffiall be forfeited, unlefs removed to fuch

place as the Board of Health fhall dired, without the

limits
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limits of faid town, by the owner thereof, within twenty
four hours after notice given him by the faid Board of

Health, or any two of them ; and fuch hides, fo forfeited,

fhall and may be feized by any two of faid Board of

Health, and fliall and may be libelled and tried in the

fame way and manner, and by the fame procefs, as is pro-

vided for the trial of gunpowder feized according to Iw.
And any perfon or perfons, who fhall throw upon the

wharves or fhores, or into any of the docks in the town,
any putrid meat, filh, or any other putrid or oiRnfive lub-

ftance, or any thing contrary to the order or regulations

of the Board of Health, fhall forfeit and pay for each of-

fence, a fum not lefs than two dollars nor more than ten

dollars^ at the difcretion of the court which may have cog-

nizance of fuch offence : that all mailers of veffels who
fhall throw upon the wharves or fhores, or into any of the

docks of faid town, without permifTion from the Board of

Health, any filth or fweepings of the veffePs hold, which
may endanger the health of the inhabitants of faid town,

fhall forfeit a fum not lefs than^i;^ dollars, nor more than

fifty dollars, for each offence.

Sec. 6. Be it further enabled. That all the powers and

powers "trans- duties which are given to, and required of the feledmen
ferred. q^ the towH of Plymouth, by a certain law of this com-

monwealth, paffed the twenty fecond day of June, one

thoufand feven hundred and ninety feven, entitled, '* An
Adi to pfevent thefpreading of contagious ficknefs ;" and
alfo one other law of faid commonwealth, paffed the

twenty-fixih day of February, eighteen hundred, entitled,

" An Aft in addition to an aft entitled. An Aft to pre-

vent the fpreading of contagious ficknefs," fhall be, and

they hereby are transferred to, and made the duty of the

faid Board of Health ; any thing in faid laws to the con-

trary, notwithftanding.
Phyficlantothe Sec. 7. Be it further enaBcd, That the faid Board of

Health be, and hereby are empowered, from time to time,

to choofe a fuitable and difcreet perfon to aft as a vifit-

ing phyfician to faid Board, whofe duty it fhall be, to vi-

fit all veffels coming from any place or places in which

the faid Board fhall think any contagious ficknefs pre-

vails ; and fuch phyfician fhall be under the direftion of

" faid Board, and may be removed by them, whenever

they fhall fee caufe. And whereas, by the eleventh fec-

tion

SeleAmen's
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tion of the adt of this commonwealth, entitled, " An A£t

to prevent the fpreading of contagious ficknefs," it is en-

abled. That each town and diftridl in this commonwealth
may, at their meeting held in March or April annually,

or at any other meeting legally warned for that purpofe,

when they (hall judge it to be neceffary, choofe and ap-

point a Health Committee in the manner, and for the pur-

pofes in faid eleventh feclion mentioned.

Sec. 8. Be itfurther enabled. That fo much of faid P:»rt of former

law, as refpedts the future appointment of a Health Com- ^^ "P"-'^^ •

mittee for the town of Plymouth, be, and the fame is

hereby repealed ; and that the Board of Health to be ap-

pointed by virtue of this aft, be, and they hereby are made
and (hall be th>; Health Committee for the town of Plym-

outh, and be inverted with all the powers and duties

which are granted to, or impofcd upon faid Health Com-
mittee, in and by faid ad:.

Sec. 9. Be itfurther enaded. That all penalties and
f;^"/Jj';;^ ';;';j

forfeitures arifi.ng from this act, except in thofe cafes in appropriated,

which it is herein otherwife provided, fhall accrue to the

ufe of the town of Plymouth ; and fhall be profecuted

and recovered by aftion of debt, in the name of the Prefi-

dent of the faid Board of Health, or by information in

any court competent to try the fame : and it fliall be the

duty of the Board of Health, and of each member there-

of, to purfue and enforce the due execution of the fore-

going law, and profecute all offenders for all penalties

and forfeitures which may accrue under the fame.

[This ad: palled Feb, 27, 1810.]

CHAP. Lxni.

An A£t to Incorporate the Merrimack Bible Society.

Vt HERKAS the perfons hereafter nam- Preamble.

cd in this ad, together with many citizens of the town of
Mewburyport and its vicinity, have formed themfelves in-

to a fociety for the purpofe of raifmg a fund to be appro-
priated in procuring bibles of the verlion in common
ufe in the churches in New England, for diftribution a-

N raong


