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Preamble.

CHAP. CXXVI.

An x\ct res^ulating the taking of fish called Alewives, in

Mill-River and JVlili-Brook, in the town of Duxbury. -

W HEREAS, Abner Harlow, of said Dux-
bury, is the owner of a mill-pond, lying- on the source of

said Mili-Brook, and said pond being very convenient for

the fibh called alewives, to cast their spawn in

—

Sec. I. B^ if enacted hy the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled^ and by the

authority of the same. That the fish called alewives, may
be taken by the said Abner Harlow, or by whoever shall

hereafter be the legal owner or owners of said mill-pond,

in any part of said mill- brook, and at any time when it shall

be most for his or their interest to take said fish, under

such regulations and restrictions as is hereafter provided.

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted, That the inhabitants of

said town of Duxbury, at their meeting for the choice of

town officers, in March or April annually, be, and they

hereby are authorized and directed to appoint one person

to oversee the taking of said fish, as aforesaid ; and the fish

so taken by the said Abner Harlow, or his successors as

aforesaid, shall, under the direction of said person so

chosen, be distributed as equally as circumstances will

admit, to such of the inhabitants of said town as may apply

for the same ; and for fish so supplied and delivered, the

said Abner Harlow, or his successors as aforesaid, shall

demand and receive of the person or persons applying

therefor, payment, at such rate or rates as the inhabitants

of said town at their annual meeting in March or April,

may direct ; the said Abner Harlow, and his successors

as aforesaid, to pay all the expense that may be incurred

in the preservation, taking and disposing of said fish.

Sec 3. Be itfurther enacted. That if any person or

persons shall obstruct in any manner whatever the passage-

Forfeiture, way of said fish in any part of said river or brook, above

Abraham's Island (so called) such person or persons so

offending, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding sixty

dollars, nor less than thirty dollars.

Sec 4. Be it further enacted. That if any person or

persons, other than the owner or the owners of the aforesaid

Inhabitants

authorized
to clioose

overseers.
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mill-pond, or such person or persons as shall be by thcni

employed, shall take any of the said fish in the said river or

brook, or in any part of either as aforesaid, at any time, or Forfeitifre.

by any means whatsoever, each person so offending, shall

forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding ten dollars, nor less

than two dollars^ for every such offence.

Sec. 5. lie itfurther enacted^ That all penalties incurred

by the breach of this act may be sued for and recovered,

by the said Abner Harlow, or his successors, as aforesaid,

in any court in the county of Plymouth, proper to try the Penalties in-

same; and all sums so recovered, shall be appropriated, j'^^"^^ g^'^^"

one moiety to the complainant, and the other moiety to the

said Abner Harlow, or his successors as aforesaid ; and
in case any minor shall offend against any part of this

act, and thereby incur any or either of the penalties afore-

said, in all such cases the parent, master or guardian of

such minor or minors, shall be accountable dierefor ; and
in case of prosecution of such minor or minors, for any
offence, the action shall be commenced agamst the parent,

master or guardian of such minor or minors, respectively,

and judgment be rendered against any parent, master or

guardian, in such case, in the same manner as for his or ,

their personal offence.

I^This act passed February 28, 1811.]

CHAP. CXXVII.

An Act for the relief of persons who are scrupulous about
taking oaths.

Sec 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
jRepresentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same. That whenever any persons shall

be required to take or subscribe any oath, before he enters
on the discharge of any office, place, or business, or on any Affiimatio.

other lawful occasion, and such person shall be of the i"»^"'^<i ^^^

denomination of the people called Quakers, he or she shall
^^

be permitted to make affirmation, instead of the oath which
is or may be by law prescribed, changing such parts of any
such o.ith as ought to be changed, conformably to the

constitution of this Commonwealth.
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