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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance
during the current year by the county commissioners of said

county, but not otherwise.

Approved February 17, 1953.

Chap. 59 An Act relative to the town manager form of govern-
ment IN the town of stoughton.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section .5 of chapter 400 of the acts of 1921,
as amended by chapter 435 of the acts of 1951, is hereby
further amended by striking out, in lines 4 to 8, inclusive,

the words ", which shall also act as the planning board of

the town and shall have all necessary powers therefor, in-

cluding all of the powers and duties of a planning board
under sections eighty-one C to and including eighty-one X
of chapter forty-one of the General Laws",— so as to read
as follows :

— Section 5. At the first annual town election

following the acceptance of this act, the voters shall elect, by
official ballot, five members of the finance commission, one
of whom shall be chosen for the term of three years, two for

the term of two years and two for the term of one year;

and at each annual town election thereafter they shall elect,

for the term of three years, either one or two finance com-
missioners according as the term of one or two of such com-
missioners is about to expire.

A vacancy in said commission shall be filled in the manner
provided in section eleven of chapter forty-one of the General
Laws for filling vacancies in a board consisting of two or more
members.

Section 2. Section 6 of said chapter 400 is hereby
amended by striking out the second paragraph.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon the establish-

ment of a planning board in the town of Stoughton and the

qualification of the members thereof under section eighty-

one A of chapter forty-one of the General Laws.
Approved February 17, 1953.

Chap. 60 An Act providing that the chairman of the board or
appeal under zoning by-laws and the chairman of
the planning board of the town of milford shall
be town meeting members at large in said town.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The first sentence of section 3 of chapter
271 of the acts of 1933, as amended by chapter 6 of the acts

of 1938, is hereb}'^ further amended by inserting after the

word "commissioners", in line 15, the words:— , the chair-

man of the board of appeal under zoning by-laws, the chair-

man of the planning board, — so as to read as follows :
—

Any representative town meeting held under the provisions

of this act, except as otherwise provided herein, shall be
limited to the voters elected under section two, together
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with the following, designated as town meeting members at

large; namely, any member of the general court of the com-
monwealth from the town, the moderator, the town clerk,

the selectmen, the town treasurer, the town counsel, the

highway surveyor, the chairman of the trustees of the public

library, the chairman of the finance committee, the chair-

man of the school committee, the chairman of the board of

assessors, the chairman of the board of health, the chairman
of the park commission, the chairman of the board of town
cemeteries, the chairman of the registrars of voters, the tax

collector, the chairman of the board of public welfare, the

chairman of the board of sewer commissioners, the chairman
of the board of appeal under zoning by-laws, the chairman
of the planning board and the town accountant.

Section 2. Section one of this act shall be submitted
for acceptance to the town meeting members of the town of

Milford at the next annual town meeting under an article

which the selectmen of said town are hereby directed to

insert in the warrant for such meeting, and shall take full

effect upon its acceptance by a majority of the town meeting
members voting thereon. Approved February 17, 1953.

An Act making certain changes in the law relative Chap 61
TO the adoption of children.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 210 of the General Laws is hereby amended by g. l. (Ter.

striking out section 3, as most recently amended by chapter Unamended.
352 of the acts of 1952, and inserting in place thereof the

following section :
— Section S. The consent of the persons Adoption of

named in section two, other than the child or her husband, regulated.

if any, shall not be required if the person to be adopted is

of full age, nor shall the consent of any such person other

than the child be required if such person is adjudged by the

court hearing the petition to be hopelessly insane, or is im-
prisoned in any penal institution in this commonwealth
under sentence for a term of which more than three years

remain unexpired at the date of the petition; or if he has
wilfully deserted or neglected to provide proper care and
maintenance for such child for one year last preceding the

date of the petition, and the foregoing provision shall be
applicable to the parent or parents of the child and their

consent shall not be required notwithstanding the absence
of a court decree ordering said parent or parents to pay for

the support of said child, and notwithstanding a court decree
awarding custody of said child to another; or if he has
suffered such child to be supported for more than one year
continuously prior to the petition by an incorporated char-

itable institution or by a town or by the commonwealth;
or if he has been sentenced to imprisonment for drunkenness
upon a third conviction within one year and neglects to

provide proper care and maintenance for such child; or if

such person has been convicted of being f^. common night


