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Section 2. This act shall apply to all cases coming Application

within its terms where damages are fixed after the effective °^ ****•

date of this act notwithstanding that the taking may have
been made prior to said date Approved July 2, 1953.

An Act making certain changes in the employment Qhnj) 535
SECURITY LAW. ^'

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Subsection (r) of section 1 of chapter 151A of g. l. (Ter.

the General Laws, as amended by section 1 of chapter 763 ftl! 'amended^'

of the acts of 1951, is hereby further amended by adding at

the end the following paragraph :
—

(r) (3) For the purpose of this subsection, "Remunera- "Remunera-

tion", any consideration, whether paid directly or indirectly,
defined

including salaries, commissions and bonuses, and reasonable

cash value of board, rent, housing, lodging, payment in kind
and all payments in any medium other than cash, received

by an individual (1) from his employing unit for services

rendered to such employing unit, (2) as net earnings from
self-employment, and (3) as severance payments, dismissal

pay, or vacation allowances. Remuneration shall be deemed
to have been received in such week or weeks in which it was
earned or for such week or weeks, including any fractions

thereof, to which it can reasonably be considered to apply.

If the length of the period to which the remuneration applies

is not clearly identified, such period shall be determined by
dividing such remuneration by the amount of the individual's

average weekly wage.
Section 2. Subsection (v) of said section 1 of said chap- g. l. (Xer.

ter 151A, inserted by section 2 of said chapter 763, is hereby ^bsectton'(!)!'

repealed. Approved July 2, 1953. repealed.

An Act relative to hospital expenses in connection
(Jfidj) 535

WITH THE support OF PUBLIC WELFARE AND OTHER
^'

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PATIENTS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 7 of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Ter.

amended by inserting after section 6B the following two fi^bc^^'eD,'^

sections: — Section 6C. There shall be directly under the ^'^'^'^'^

commission a division of hospital costs and finances, in
PoJ^-Ja" "J^tg

charge of a director of hospital costs and finances. The and finances,

commissioner of administration shall appoint and may re-
*=^^'^^''«^^'^-

move, in accordance ^vith chapter thirty-one, said director

of hospital costs and finances. The commission shall provide
for the division suitable quarters in the state house and such
clerical, secretarial, administrative and other service and
assistance as the commission may deem necessary. The di-

rector shall receive such salary as may be established by the
commission.

Section 6D. There shall be in the division of hospital colTmhTee,
costs and finances, but not under its supervision or control, membersiii'p.
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an advisory committee consisting of seven members to be
appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of

the council, for a term of four years, of whom one shall be
a certified pubhc accountant, one an administrator of a non-
profit voluntary hospital, one a member of the governing
board of a non-profit voluntary hospital, one a representative

of a department of the commonwealth which purchases hos-

pital care or which reimburses cities or towns for hospital

care purchased by them, and three representatives of the

general public. The governor shall designate the chairman
of said committee. The governor may, with the advice and
consent of the council, fill any vacancy on the committee.
Each member shall serve until his successor is appointed

and qualified. Each member shall serve without compensa-
tion. The committee shall meet as often as it deems neces-

sary in order to perform its duties, and shall be furnished

with suitable quarters for its meetings by the commission.
The commission shall study the problems of hospital

charges and costs and consult with the director of hospital

costs and finances and with the commissioner of adminis-

tration on all matters relating to the determination and
certification of rates for hospitals, sanatoria and infirmaries

under section thirty A of this chapter.

Section 2. Said chapter 7 is hereby further amended by
inserting after section 30J the following section : — Section

30K. The director of hospital costs and finances shall de-

termine from time to time and certify to the commissioner
of administration, at least as often as annually, the average
all-inclusive per diem charge to the general public for pubhc
ward accommodations or their equivalent, the all-inclusive

per diem cost of care in such accomm.odations and the all-

inclusive per diem cost of care for all patients of each hos-

pital, sanatorium and infirmary hcensed by the department
of public health under section seventy-one of chapter one
hundred and eleven. In determining such all-inclusive

charges and costs, charges for and costs of ancillary services

shall be included. If he is unable to determine the all-

inclusive per diem cost of care in public ward accommoda-
tions or their equivalent of any hospital, sanatorium or in-

firmary, he shall certify as aforesaid in heu thereof an amount
equal to seventy-five per cent of the all-inclusive per diem
cost of care for all patients of such hospital, sanatorium or

infirmary, said cost, however, shall not exceed the sum of

fifteen dollars per diem.

Each such hospital, sanatorium or infirmary shall file with
the director from time to time on request such data, sta-

tistics, schedules or information as he may reasonably re-

quire to enable him to determine such charges and costs,

and any person conducting such hospital, sanatorium or in-

firmary who fails to furnish any such data, statistics, sched-

ules or information as requested, or who files fraudulent re-

turns thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
five hundred dollars. The director shall have the power to
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examine the books and accounts of any such hospital, sana-
torium or infirmary if in his opinion, such examination is

necessary to determine such charges and costs. The director

shall make his determination as aforesaid in accordance with
a uniform system of hospital accounting and cost analysis,

and may in his discretion take into account individual serv-

ices which are rendered for partial or no payment, but shall

not include such factors as depreciation, amortization and
grants-in-aid for which no services are rendered. If in his

judgment the per diem cost of care in public ward accom-
modations or their equivalent of any hospital, sanatorium
or infirmary, because of circumstances peculiar to it, is ex-
cessive as compared with such per diem cost of care in other
hospitals, sanatoria or infirmaries located in the same geo-
graphical area, of comparable size or furnishing comparable
services, he shall determine a weighted average all-inclusive

per diem cost of care in such accommodation for such hos-
pital, sanatorium or infirmary and certify the same to the
commissioner.
The commissioner shall certify annually to each of the Certification

various departments, boards or commissions of the com- ''^ '^*®^' ®*''-

monwealth purchasing care in such hospitals, sanatoria and
infirmaries, or reimbursing cities or towns for such care
purchased by them, such rates with respect to each such
hospital, sanatorium and infirmary as will reflect reasonable
hospital costs or charges made to the general pubhc, which-
ever is the lower. All departments, boards or commissions
of the commonwealth purchasing such service shall pay the
rates so certified. The various subdivisions of the common-
wealth purchasing hospital care and receiving reimburse-
ment therefor, in whole or in part from the commonwealth,
shall pay the hospitals, sanatoria and infirmaries for such
care at the rates so certified. The commissioner shall also

certify at least annually to the department of industrial ac-
cidents the all-inclusive per diem cost of care for all patients
for each such hospital, sanatorium and infirmary.

Section 3. Chapter 122 of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section 18, as most recently amended ^tc'^'ameAded^'
by chapter 3-12 of the acts of 1952, and inserting in place
thereof the following section: — Section 18. Reasonable ex- Reimburse-

penses incurred by a town under section seventeen within one ^nd townllo?
month next before notice has been given as therein required fare of certain

and also after the giving of such notice and until said sick
p***'^"*^- ^*''-

person is able to be removed to said hospital and infirmary
shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth. If the depart-
ment, after investigation, deems it expedient as an economy
in expenditure and in the interest of the patient's health,
it may authorize reimbursement for aid rendered after the
patient has become able to be so removed, and, in its dis-

cretion, until the patient is able to be discharged. If the
department considers it expedient to order the removal to
said institution of a person whose physical condition is such
as to require attendance, reasonable expenses incurred for
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such attendance as directed by the department shall also

be reimbursed by the commonwealth. Bills for such sup-

port shall not be allowed unless endorsed with the decla-

ration that, after full investigation, no kindred able to pay
the amount charged have been found, and that the amount
has actually been paid from the town treasury. There shall

be allowed for the support of a person in a hospital, sana-

torium or infirmary such amounts as are certified annually

to the department by the commissioner of administration

under section thirty A of chapter seven mth respect to the

hospital, sanatorium or infirmary which renders support and
treatment. In cases where the commonwealth or any sub-

division thereof rasiy be reimbursed from federal funds or

funds from any other source in excess of the above amount,
the amount so received shall be paid for such support and
treatment. Expenses incurred bj'' a town for tonsil and
adenoid operations shall be reimbursed by the common-
wealth to an amount not exceeding twenty-five dollars in

the case of any one such operation.

Section 4. The fourth paragraph of section 5 of chapter

176A of the General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chap-

ter 766 of the acts of 1950, is hereby amended by striking out

the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following

sentence :
— All rates of payments to hospitals made by such

corporations under such contracts shall be approved in ad-

vance by the commissioner of administration, in this section

called the commissioner.

Section 5. Said chapter 176A is hereby further amended
by striking out section 17, as so appearing, and inserting in

place thereof the following section: — Section 17. Any dis-

pute arising between a corporation subject to this chapter,

and any hospital with which such corporation has a con-

tract for hospital service as authorized by this chapter, may
with the consent of both parties be submitted to the com-
missioner of administration for his decision with respect

thereto. Any dispute or controversy arising between a non-
profit hospital service corporation and any subscriber, or

any person whose subscription certificate has been cancelled,

may with the consent of both parties be submitted to the

commissioner of insurance for his decision with respect

thereto. All decisions and findings of the commissioner of

administration and the commissioner of insurance made
under this section shall be final as to the facts.

Section 6. Notwithstanding the provisions of section

six C of chapter seven of the General Laws, inserted by
section one of this act, the person holding the permanent
position of senior accountant, assigned to the division of

hospitals in the department of public health, in the classified

civil service of the commonwealth, as of January first, nine-

teen hundred and fifty-three, shall, upon the effective date

of the act, be transferred to the position of director of hos-

pital costs and finances without being subject to a qualifying

examination by the director of civil service, and without
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being required to serve any probationary period; and his

tenure shall be unlimited, subject, however, to the provisions

of chapter thirty-one of the General Laws.
Section 7. Notwithstanding the provisions of section Payment for

thirty K of chapter seven of the General Laws, inserted by HmUed."*'^^'

section two of this act, no payment shall be made or reim-

bursement granted for the care of such person for the calen-

dar year nineteen hundred and fifty-four in excess of four-

teen dollars per diem.

Section 8. Upon the effective date of this act the AdvisOTy

governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall m^Ters?'
forthwith appoint the members of the advisory committee t^rms, etc.

established by section six D of chapter seven of the Gen-
eral Laws, inserted by section one of this act, to serve as

follows : one shall serve for a term of one year, two for terms
of two years each, two for terms of three years each, and
two for terms of four years each, as he may designate. Upon
the expiration of their respective terms, their successors

shall be appointed as provided in said section six D of chap-
ter seven of the General Laws.
Section 9. This act shall take effect on January first,

ff^g°*'''®

nineteen hundred and fifty-four. Approved July 2, 1953.

An Act authorizing the commissioner of education to Chav.QS7
ACCEPT SURPLUS AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES AND OTHER
COMMODITIES FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR DIS-

TRIBUTION WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 548 of the acts of 1948 is hereby amended by
inserting after section 6, inserted by chapter 538 of the acts

of 1951, the two following sections: — Section 7. The com-
missioner of education is hereby authorized to accept and
distribute surplus agricultural commodities donated to the

commonwealth by the United States department of agricul-

ture for distribution to schools and other ehgible agencies,

and to supervise, administer and provide means for the dis-

tribution of said commodities, and in like manner to provide
for the distribution of any other commodities received from
the United States, or through said department or any suc-

cessor thereto, and to enter into agreements and contracts

with the federal government and cities, towns and other
ehgible agencies of the commonwealth for the purposes of

this act. Any moneys contributed by the cities, towns and
other ehgible agencies within the commonwealth for the
maintenance of said activities shall be paid into the state

treasury, maintained as an independent fund and disbursed
only on authorization of the commissioner of education.

Section 8. Nothing in this act shall prevent the office of

school lunch programs from rendering technical, advisory
and other assistance to any other schools of the common-
wealth which may not be participating under the provisions

of the National School Lunch Act and which may request


