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C/iap.656 An Act providing for the inclusion of certain do-
mestic SERVANTS AND FARM LABORERS IN THE WORKMEN'S
compensation law.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

G^L. (Ter SECTION 1. Paragraph (4) of section 1 of chapter 152 of

amended.' ' the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the

third paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following

paragraph :
—

workmen^s^^ The provisions of this chapter shall remain elective as to

extendecT'to""' the employers of the following :
— three or less persons,

certain persons.
pgj-gQ^s employed by telephone companies subject to the

federal communications act, and persons other than laborers,

workmen and mechanics employed by religious, charitable

or educational institutions, except that in the case of em-
ployers of farm laborers or domestic servants the provisions

of this chapter shall continue to remain elective with respect

to the hiring of seasonal or casual laborers or domestic
servants.

G. L. (Ter. SECTION 2. Sectiou 67 of said chapter 152, as amended
§ eV,' etc.', by section 10 of chapter 529 of the acts of 1943, is hereby
amended.

further amended by striking out the first sentence and in-

Appiication of scrtiug iu place thereof the following sentence :
— Section

§ 66, limited,
gixty-six shall not apply to actions to recover damages for

personal injuries received by em-ployees of an insured person

or a self-insurer. Approved July 3, 1953.

Chap.Q57 An Act authorizing the town of cohasset to install
water LINES AND TO SUPPLY WATER TO CERTAIN IN-

HABITANTS OF SAID TOWN, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE
APPORTIONMENT OF THE COST THEREOF.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
'

Section 1. Chapter 128 of the acts of 1886 is hereby

amended by inserting after section 14B, inserted by section 8

of chapter 489 of the acts of 1946, the following sections:—
Section I4C. Said town is hereby authorized to suppl}^

water for domestic, fire and other uses to certain inhabitants

and other users of water not heretofore supplied, and to

lay and construct pipes, conduits, works, installations and
other necessary connecting equipment in accordance with

sections one and two of this act and all acts in amendment
thereof, and in addition thereto.

Section I4D. Whenever the water commissioners de-

termine to lay and construct water pipes and installations

in ways, streets or highways not previously supplied or

serviced, said commissioners shall adopt an order stating

that the cost of said water mains and necessary connecting

equipment, works and installations shall be assessed among
the estates benefited at a uniform rate for each front foot of

such land upon such way, street or highway by dividing the

cost of installation thereof by the number of front feet of

such land upon such way, street or highway so serviced by
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said installation or by such other equitable method of uni-

form apportionment of cost as said commissioners may-
determine and direct; provided, that land previously as-

sessed under this section by reason of location at intersection

of ways, streets or liighways, or land where water lines

installed independently shall already be available to such
land, such land shall not be subject to assessment with
respect to the second of such ways, streets or highways and
its frontage upon such way, street or highway shall not be
included in computing total front footage upon such second
way, street or highway for purpose of determining the

assessment rate; and provided, further, that said water
commissioners may adjust the assessment of any lot of

irregular shape or depth or of any lot which by reason of

location is unequitably assessed. Said commissioners may
include in such assessment and order an equitable assess-

ment upon land which by more remote means receives

benefit through the supply of water to land or buildings as

a result of said construction and laying of said water mains
as aforesaid.

Said commissioners shall, in their order of assessment,

designate as the owner of each parcel the person who was
liable to assessment therefor on the preceding January first,

under the provisions of chapter fifty-nine of the General
Laws. The said order which states that the total cost of

such water mains and necessary connecting equipment is to

be assessed shall contain a description sufficiently accurate
for identification of the area for the benefit of which the
construction is to be made, and shall refer to a plan of such
area and shall contain an estimate of the cost to be appor-
tioned and assessed on each parcel of land within such area;

and such order, plan and estimate shall be recorded within

sixty days from the adoption of the order.

No costs shall be apportioned for such water mains and
necessary connecting equipment unless the order, plan and
estimate are recorded as herein provided, nor upon any
parcel of land not within such area nor for a greater amount
than the actual costs.

Within a reasonable time after making the assessment the
commissioners shall certify to the assessors the list of assess-

ments upon land in the town, who shall forthwith commit
such assessments, with their warrant, to the collector of

taxes thereof, and he shall forthwith send notice in accord-

ance, except as to the date of the notice, with section three

of chapter sixty of the General Laws to the person desig-

nated in the order of assessment as the owner of each parcel

assessed, and any demand for the payment of such assess-

ment shall be made upon such person.

Except as otherwise herein provided, the collector shall

have the same powers and be subject to the same duties with
respect to such assessments as in the case of the annual taxes

upon real estate; and the law relative to the collection of the
annual taxes, to the sale of land for the non-payment thereof,
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and to redemptions therefrom, shall apply to assessments
made under this act so far as the same are appUcable, but
the owner of the land herein authorized to be assessed shall

not be personally Uable for the assessment thereon.

After the collector of taxes receives a list and warrant
from the assessors, he shall collect the assessment herein set

forth, and at such times as the assessors shall direct pay over
to the treasurer of the town the amounts collected by him.

Section I4E. Assessments made under this act shall con-

stitute a lien upon the land assessed. The lien shall take
effect upon the recording of the order stating that total

costs are to be assessed for the improvement. Except as

otherwise provided, such lien shall terminate at the expira-

tion of two years from October first in the year in which the

assessment is first placed on the annual tax bill under section

thirteen of chapter eighty of the General Laws, or, if an
assessment has been apportioned, from October first in the

year in which the last portion is so placed upon the annual
tax bill, whichever is later, if in the meantime in either case

the estate has been alienated and the instrument alienating

the same has been recorded. If there is no recorded aliena-

tion within such period, the lien shall continue until there is

a recorded alienation. If the vahdity of an assessment made
under this act is called in question in any legal proceeding
to which the board which made the assessment or the body
politic for the benefit of which it was made is a party, insti-

tuted prior to the expiration of the lien therefor, the lien

shall continue until one year after the validity of the assess-

ment is finally determined, even though an alienation be re-

corded in the meantime. If at any time while a lien estab-

lished by this section is in force, a sale or taking cannot, in

the opinion of the collector, be legally made because of any
federal or state law or because of any injunction or other

action of, or proceeding in, any federal or state court or

because of the action of any administrative body, the hen
shall, if the statement provided for in section thirty-seven A
of chapter sixty of the General Laws is filed, continue as

provided in said section thirty-seven A, subject, however,
to any lawful action under any paramount authority con-

ferred by the constitution or laws of the United States or

the constitution of the commonwealth. If the time for pay-
ment of an assessment is extended under section thirteen A
of chapter eighty of the General Laws, the lien shall, if the

statement provided for in said section thirty-seven A of said

chapter sixty is filed, continue as provided in said section

thirty-seven A.

Section I4F. Assessments made under this act shall bear

interest at the rate of four per cent per annum from the

thirtieth day after the assessments have been committed to the

collector. The assessors shall add each year to the annual

tax assessed with respect to each parcel of land all assess-

ments, constituting liens thereon, which have been com-
mitted to the collector prior to January second of such year
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and which have not been apportioned as hereinafter pro-

vided, remaining unpaid, as certified to them by the col-

lector, when the valuation list is completed, with interest

to the date when interest on taxes becomes due and payable.

At any time before demand for payment by the collector

and before the completion by the assessors of the valuation
list for the year in which such assessments will first appear
on the annual tax bill, the board of assessors may, and at

the request of the owner of the land assessed shall, apportion
all assessments made under this act into such number of

equal portions, not exceeding ten, as is determined by said

board or as is requested by the owner, as the case may be,

but no one of such portions shall be less than five dollars;

provided, that, if an original assessment exceeds one hun-
dred dollars and has been placed upon the annual tax bill,

the board of assessors may in its discretion, upon the request
of the owner made prior to a sale or taking of the land for

the non-payment of such assessment and upon payment of

any necessary intervening charges and fees and such portions
of such assessment as would have become due and payable
if the request for apportionment had been seasonably made,
apportion the said assessment as aforesaid, and if any other
tax or assessment constituting a lien upon the parcel to

which the assessment so apportioned relates remains unpaid
after such apportionment, the collector may institute pro-
ceedings anew for the sale or taking of such parcel at any
time prior to the expiration of the lien, or of a period of

twenty days after such apportionment, whichever is the
later. The assessors shall add one of said portions, with in-

terest on the amount remaining unpaid from thirty days
after the commitment of the original assessment to the
collector to the date when interest on taxes becomes due
and payable, to the first annual tax upon the land and shall

add to the annual tax for each year thereafter one of said

portions and one year's interest on the amount of the assess-

ments remaining unpaid until all such portions shall have
been so added; all assessments and apportioned parts thereof,

and interest thereon as herein provided, which have been
added to the annual tax on any parcel of land shall be in-

cluded in the annual tax bill thereon. After an assessment
or a portion thereof has been placed on the annual tax bill,

the total amount of said bill shall be subject to interest under
and in accordance with the provisions of section fifty-seven

of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws.
Notwithstanding a prior apportionment, the assessors,

upon written application of the owner of the land assessed,

shall order that the amount remaining unpaid of any assess-

ment be payable in full forthwith and shall commit said

amount, together wath interest thereon from thirty days
after the commitment of the original assessment, with their

warrant therefor, to the collector for collection.

Section l/fG. The board making the order for the assess-

ment of any betterment upon land which is not built upon
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may extend the time of payment of the assessment until it

is built upon or for a fixed time; but interest at the rate of

four per cent per annum shall be paid annually upon the
assessment from the time it was made, and the assessment
shall be paid within three months after such land is built

upon or at the expiration of such fixed time.

Section I4H. If land which is subject to a lien for an
assessment made under this act is subsequently divided by
sale, mortgage, partition or otherwise, and such division has
been duly recorded in the registry of deeds, the board, before

the land has been advertised for sale for non-payment of the
assessment, may, or upon the written request of the owner
or mortgagee of a portion thereof, accompanied by a plan
sufficient for the identification of the division of the whole
estate, with the names of the different owners thereof, shall

divide said assessment or the amount thereof remaining
unpaid, and the costs and interests accrued thereon, among
the several parcels into which said land has been divided,

assessing upon each parcel the part of the original assessment
remaining unpaid proportionate to the special benefit re-

ceived by such parcel from the improvement. After such
assessment has been so divided, only the part of the assess-

ment, interest and costs assessed upon each parcel shall con-

stitute a lien upon such parcel. At least seven days prior

to making such division, the board shall send by registered

mail to all owners of any interest in the land assessed, whose
addresses are known to them, a notice of their intention to

make such division and of the time appointed therefor,

unless such notice has been waived. A person aggrieved by
any action of the board under this section shall have the

same remedy as a person aggrieved by the refusal of the

board to abate an assessment.

Section HI. If an assessment is invalid and has not been
paid in full or has been paid under such circumstances that

it can be recovered back, it may be reassessed by the board
in the amount for which the original assessment ought to

have been made, at any time before the expiration of two
years from the date of the assessment, if the land has in the

meantime been alienated; otherwise at any time before the

alienation thereof. Such assessment shall be a lien upon
any sum paid on account of the original assessment, and to

the extent that it is not thereby satisfied shall be a lien

upon the land. It shall be collected in the same manner as

an original assessment, and shall in all other respects be
subject to this act.

Section IJ^J . Whenever a formal vote or order for the

construction of said water mains and the installation of the

necessary connecting equipment states that the costs are to

be apportioned and assessed under this act, no other better-

ments or apportionments shall be assessed except under
this act, and all proceedings relating to such apportionment
shall be as herein provided, notwithstanding any other pro-

vision of law.
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Section tJ^K. Except as provided in this act, the provi-

sions of chapter eighty of the General Laws relative to

reassessment, surrender of land assessed, petition for abate-

ment, abatement, appeal and other procedure shall apply.

Section 2. This act shall take full effect upon its accept-

ance by vote of the majority of the voters of the town of

Cohasset voting thereon at any annual or special town meet-
ing held within five years after its passage.

Approved July 3, 195S.

An Act providing for the reconveyance of certain (jfiQr) 65§
LANDS taken UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF AN ACT PRO-
VIDING AN ADDITIONAL WATER SUPPLY FOR THE GARDNER
STATE HOSPITAL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

The commissioner of mental health, in the name and on
behalf of the commonwealth, is hereby directed to reconvey
to the former owners thereof, or their successors and assigns,

all lands and interests in land now or hereafter taken by it

under authority of chapter five hundred and thirteen of the

acts of nineteen hundred and forty-nine.

Approved July 3, 1953.

An Act authorizing the city of holyoke to increase C/iap.659
ITS water supply.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section L Chapter 419 of the acts of 1896 is hereby
amended by striking out sections 1 to 7, inclusive, and
inserting in place thereof the following six sections : — Sec-

tion 1. The city of Holyoke by its water commissioners, for

the purpose of supplying its inhabitants with pure water
for the extinguishment of fires and for domestic and other

purposes, may take by purchase or otherwise and hold the

waters of the southwesterly branch of the Manhan river at

any point on said river not more than nine thousand feet

below the confluence of the Tucker and Manhan brooks,

said nine thousand feet measured in a straight line as the
radius of a circle Avith the center at the said confluence of

said brooks and the southerly limits to be the intersection

of the arc with the southwest branch of the Manhan river,

said point being not more than three thousand three 'hun-

dred feet upstream on the southwest branch of the Manhan
river from a stone monument located in the right of way of

the city of Holyoke Water Works near the center of Russell-

ville just easterly of the intersection of Huntington road
now commonly known as Manhan road, and Russellville

Upper road, said three thousand three hundred feet meas-
ured in a straight line as the radius of a circle with the

center of circle being the hereinabove described monument
and the southerly limits of the city of Holyoke's rights in the

Manhan river being the intersection of the circle with the


