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the parish to which he or she belonged previous to that

time.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ That when any mem-
ber of said Society shall see cause to leave the same, and
unite in /cLgious worship with any olher religious society

in the town or parish in which he or she may live, and
shall give in his or her name to the clerk of the said

Methodist Episcopal Society, with a certificate signed by
the minister or clerk of the parish or other religious society

with which he or she may unite, that he or she hath actu-

ally become a member of, and united in religious worship
with such other parish or religious society, fourteen days
previous to their annual meeting in March or April, and
shall pay his or her proportion of all monies voted in said

society to be raised previous thereto, shall from and after

giving such certificate, with his or her polls and estates, be

considered as a member of said society to which he or she

may so unite.

Sec 4. Be it further enacted^ That any Justice of

the Peace in the town of Provincetown, be, and he hereby

is authorised and empowered to issue his warrant, directed

to some suitable member of said society, authorising him
to summon the members of said society, to meet at such
time and place, as he shall appoint in said warrant, to

choose all such officers as parishes in this Commonwealth
are by law entitled to choose in the month of March or

April annually.

[This act passed June 22, 1811.]

CHAP. LIX.

An Act for the support of the Ministry and Schools in the

towns of Otisfield and Harrison.

Gommittee
appointed.

Sec 1. XJE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled^ and by the

authority of the same^ That David Ray, Zebulon Knight,

Enoch Spurr, Robert Anderson, Daniel Holton, all of said

Otisfield, and Naphtali Harmon, Samuel Scribner, Samuel
Willard, Benjamin Foster, and Nathaniel Burnham, of

said Harrison, be, and hereby are appointed a committee
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to sell the ministerial and school lands, within the said

towns of Otisfield and Harrison, being three sixty-fourth

parts of the township of Otisfield, as originally granted to

the town of Otisfield, and to divide the proceeds arising

from such sale, between the said towns of Otisfield and
Harrison, according to their respective proportions thereof,

said proportions to be determined by the act setting off

said town of Harrison from the town of Otisfield, and to

pay over the said respective shares unto the respective

trustees of said towns hereinafter appointed, and for the

purposes hereinafter mentioned.
Sec 2. Be itfurther enacted^ That the said committee

be, and they are hereby authorised and empowered to sell Empowered

and convey in fee simple, all the said ministerial and to sell lands

school lands belonging to said towns as aforesaid, and to deeds.

make, execute, and acl:nowledQ:e a irood and sufficient

deed or deeds thereof, which deed or deeds, signed and
sealed by them, or any seven of them, shall be good and
effectual in law, to pass and convey in fee simple from said

town to the purchaser or purchasers, to all intents and
purposes whatever.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. That the said David
Ray, Zebulon Knights, Enoch Spurr, Robert Anderson, Trustees in-

and Daniel Holton, be, and they are hereby incorporated corporated.

into a body politic, by the name of The Trustees of the

Ministerial and School Funds, in the town of Otisfield.

And that the said Naphtali Harmon, Samuel Scribner,

Samuel Willard, Benjamin Foster, and Nathaniel Burn-
ham, be, and they hereby are incorporated into a body
politic by the name of The Trustees of the Ministerial

and School Funds, in the town of Harrison. And each
of them and their respective successors shall continue a
body politic and corporate forever, by those names ; and
they shall each have a common seal subject to be altered

at their pleasure, and they may each of them respectively

sue and be sued in all actions, and prosecute and defend
the same to final judgment and execution by their respec-

tive names aforesaid.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That each of the said

.3odies politic and their respective successors shall and may empowered
annually elect a President and Clerk, to record the doings to elect ofti-

and transactions of the Trustees at their meetings, and a
^^^^'

Treasurer to receive and apply the monies hereinafter

M m m
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mentioned, as hereinafter directed, and any other needful
officers for the better managinc^ of their business.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted., That the number of

trustees in each of said bodies politic shall not at any one
time be more than seven nor less than five ; any five of their

number to constitute a quorum for the transacting busi-

ness ; and they shall and may from time to time respec-

tively fill up vacancies in their number which may happen
by death, resignation, or otherwise, from the inhabitants

of their respective towns, and shall also have power to

remove any of their number who may become unfit or

incapable, from age, infirmity, misconduct, or any other

cause, of discharging their duty, and to supply a vacancy
so made by a new choice from their respective towns as

aforesaid, and the said Trustees respectively shall annually

hold a meeting in March or April, and as much oftener as

may be found necessary to transact their necessary busi-

ness, which meetings after the first shall be called in such
way and manner as the respective trustees shall hereafter

direct.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted., That David Ray be,

and he is hereby authorised to fix the time and place of

holding the first meeting of the Trustees of the town of

Otisfieid ; and that Naphtali Harmon be, and he hereby is

authorised to fix upon the time and place of holding the

first meeting of the Trustees of the town of Harrison, and
each of them to notify the respective trustees thereof.

Sec 7. Be it further enacted., That each of the said

bodies politic shall receive the share or dividend of the

monies arising from the sale of the aforesaid lands, which
shall be the proportion of their respective town, and shall

put out the same to interest, as soon as may be, secured

by mortgage of real estate to the full value thereof, or by
two or more sufficient sureties with the principal, unless

the trustees shall think it best to invest the same in public

funded securities or bank stock of this Commonwealth,
whicjti they may do.

Sec 8. Be itfurther enacted., That the interest arising

from said funds respectively, shall and may be annually or

oftener in equal proportions applied to the use of the

ministry and school in said towns respectively. And it

shall never be in the power of said towns to alienate or

any wise alter the funds aforesaid.
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Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That thf Clerks of

the said respective corporations shall be sworn previous to

their entering on the duties of their office, and the respec-

tive Treasurers of the Trustees, shall each give bond Treasurer

faithfully to perform their duty, and to be at all times res- boSs?
ponsible for the faithful application and appropriation of

the money which may come into their hands conformably

to the true intent and meaning of this act, and for all negli-

gence or misconduct of any kind in their respective

offices, said bond shall be given to the town treasurer of

each of said towns for the use of its inhabitants.

Sec 10. Be it further enacted, That the Trustees compensa-

respectively, or their officers, for the services they may tions for

perform, shall be entitled to no compensation out of any
^^"^*^^^-

money arising from the funds aforesaid, but if entitled to

any shall have and receive the same of said towns, as may
be mutually agreed on.

Sec 11. Be it further enacted, That the said trustees Trustees to

and their respective successors shall exhibit to their res- account.

pective towns at their annual meeting in March or April, a

regular and fair statement of their doings.

Sec 12. Be it further enacted. That the said trustees

shall be responsible to their respective towns for their and to bens-

personal negligence or misconduct whether they be officers
^°""

or not, and liable to a suit for any loss or damage arising

thereby, the debt or damage recovered in said suit to be tor

the uses aforesaid.

[This act passed June 22, 18 ll.^

CHAP. LX.

An Act further regulating the taking of Fish in Matte-

poisett River.

Sec 1. XJE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same. That if any person or persons shall

take any fish called alcvvives in Mattepoisett river, in the

town of Rochester, in the county of Plymouth, or stretch

any sein in said river for the purpose of taking fish at any
time hereafter in either of the months of March, April, or


