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Dam, which is erected across Charles River from the
town of Newton to the town of Needham, at the lower
falls, be, and the same is duly repealed.

Sec. 2. jBe it further enacted. That it shall not here-
after be the duty of the owner or occupants of the said

Priviieg-e of Mill dam, or any other dam which may be built or erected

o^c^upants.
^^^^^^ Charles river, between the said towns of Newton
and Needham at the Lower falls aforesaid, in the place

where the old dam now stands, to make or keep open
through any such dam, any sluice or passage way through
any such dam during any part of the year, any other law,

usage, or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

[This act passed June 25, 1811.]

CHAP. LXXVII.

An Act to establish the First Baptist Society in the town
of Sidney.

Sec 1. JLJE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same. That Benjamin Dyer, Jeremiah

Thayer, Jonathan Matthews, Eli French, Joshua Howard,
Edmund Howard, John Sawtell, Jesse French, Asa Wil-

Society in- liams, x\masa Hayward, David Reynolds, Ambrose How-
orporae

.

^^^^ Ebenczer Matthews, Daniel Thayer, Alexander
Smily, David Smily jun. Joseph Smily, Levi Keith,

Isaiah Hayward, John Lancaster, Beriah Ingraham, Timo-
thy Reynolds jun. Charles Webber jun. Edmund Mat-
thews, Luther Reynolds, Luther Ingraham, Calvin Snell,

Timothy Reynolds, Paul Bayley, Edward Reynolds,

William Brands, John Pinkham jun. and a number of the

inhabitants of the towns of Sidney, Augusta, and Vassal-

borough, in the county of Kennebeck, with their families

and estates, with such others belonging to either of the

towns aforesaid, as have or may hereafter associate them-

selves for the same purpose in the manner hereafter des-

cribed, be, and they are hereby incorporated into a reli-

gious society by the name of The First Baptist Society

in the town of Sidney, with all the powers, privileges,
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and immunities, to which other parishes are entitled by the

constitution and laws of this Commonwealth.
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That any person be-

longing to either of tiie towns aforesaid, who may at any Method of

time hereafter actually become a member of, and unite ii^ member.^*
relig-ious worship with the society aforesaid, and give in

his or her name to the town or parish clerk to which he or

she belongs with a certificate signed by the minister or

clerk of said society, that he or she has actually become a

member of, and united in religious worship with the afore-

said Baptist Society in the town of Sidney, fourteen days
previous to the town or parish meetings therein to be held

in the month of March or April annually, shall from and
after giving such certificate, with his or her polls and estates,

be considered as part of said society. Provided however^

That such person shall be held to pay the proportion of all

money assessed in the town or parish to which he or she

belonged previous to that time.

Sec 3. Be it further enacted. That if any member
of said Baptist society shall at any time see cause to leave

the same and unite in religious worship with the town or

parish in which he or she may reside, and shall lodge a
f^^^""^*^

°^

certificate of sucli his intention with the clerk or minister

of said Baptist society, and also with the clerk of the town
or parish in which he or she may reside fourteen days at

least before the annual town or parish meeting to be held

therein in the month of March or April, and shall pay his

or her proportion of all money assessed on said society

previous thereto, such person shall from and after giving

such certificate with his or her polls and estates, be consi-

dered as belonging to the town or parish or society in

which he or she may reside, in die same manner as if he

or she had never belonged to said Baptist society.

Sec. 4. And be itfurther enacted, That Ambrose How-
ard Esq. be, and he is hereby authorised to issue a warrant

directed to some suitable member of said Baptist society, Wan-ant t-)

-•.. • r 1 1 II f.be issued-
rcquirmg Umi to notify and warn the members thereof to

meet at such time and place as shall be appointed in said

warrant, to^ choose such officers as parishes in this Com-
monwealth are by law authorised to choose in the month
of March or April annually.

[This act passed June 25, 1811.]
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