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CHAP. CXXXV.

An Act to empower the inhabitants of the First Parish in

Bath to raise money for parochial purposes, by taxing

the pews in their meeting-house.

Sec. 1. XjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembiedy and by the

authority of the same. That the inhabitants of the first

parish in the town of Bath, in the county of Lincoln, be, Tnhabltants

and they hereby are empowered to raise the whole, or any ^"^P"^^^''^

part of any sum of money which the said inhabitants may
hereafter vote to raise for the purpose of repairing and fin-

ishing their meeting-house, paying their minister's salary,

and paying the debts and incidental charges of said parish,

by a tax on the pews which now are, or which may here-

after be erected in the new meeting-house, belonging to

said parish, and that the said inhabitants, at their meet-

ing in March or April annually, shall determine whether

they will raise the whole amount voted by them by such

a tax, and if not the whole, what proportion they will so

raise, and if they shall determine to raise a part only by
such tax, then the remainder shall be raised by an assess-

ment on the polls and estates of said parish as heretofore.

Sec 2. And be it further enacted^ That for the equit-

able apportionment of the taxes tobeassessed on said pews,

the inhabitants of said parish shall cause a valuation

thereof, to be made by a committee, to be chosen by them Committee

for that purpose, and the report of that committee, stating uation.

the number and value of said pews, shall, when accepted,

be binding on all persons interested for the purposes of

taxation as aforesaid, until a new valuation shall in like

manner be made and accepted. And the sums voted to

be raised on said pews, from time to time, shall be assessed

and apportioned thereon by the assessors, for the time

being, according to such valuation.

Sec 3. And be itfurther enacted^ That the assessors of

said parish shall make out a fair list of the taxes assessed Duty of as^

on pews according to this act, and commit the said list to sessora.

the treasurer of the parish, to receive and collect the said

taxes ; and it shall be the duty of the Treasurer of said
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parish, as soon after receiving the said list of taxes on
pews as may be, to give notice thereof, by posting a copy
of said list at the meeting-house door, stating the number
of each pew, and the amount of tax set against it, with a
notification written thereon, for all persons interested in

said pews to pay the tax upon the same within thirty days
from the date of said notification, and if the tax on any pew

Tin^uents^'
^^^^ ^^^ ^^ P^^^ ^° ^^^^ Treasurer, according to his notifi-

m^y be sold, cation as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the Treasurer,

and he is hereby empowered, to sell the pew upon which
such tax, or any part thereof, shall remain unpaid, at public

auction, to the highest bidder, and his certificate or bill of

sale to the purchaser, recorded in the records of said parish,

shall give to the purchaser a perfect right and title to said

pew, and he shall afterwards be considered the legal owner
Pxoviso. thereof. Provided however, That the Treasurer .shall,

after the expiration of said thirty days, give at least ten

days notice of the time and place of such vendue, by post-

ing up one advertisement, stating the number of the pew
to be sold, and the amount of tax due upon it, with the time

and place of sale,at said meeting house, and one other simi-

laradvertisement at the post office in said town.

Sec. 4. And be itfurther enacted. That the assessors

Treasurer's of said parish, for the time being, may order the treasurer
duty and to reccivc and collect the taxes aforesaid by instalments, of
P°*"* which It shall be the duty of the treasurer to give notice ; but

incase any owner or occupant shall neglect to pay an instal-

ment, so that it become necessary to sell the pew, the

treasurer shall retain from the proceeds of the sale the

whole amount of tax assessed and ^ue upon such pew.

And in case an adjournment of the sale shall appear neces-

sary to the treasurer, he may adjourn his sales for a time,

not exceeding four days at a time, till they be completed ;

and in all cases he shall pay over to the owners of pews, on
demand, the balance in his hands arising from such sales,

after deducting the taxes due, and his reasonable charges

for advertising and selling the same.

[This act passed 25th February, 1812.]


