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monwealth sliall never stand indebted to said Corpora-

tion, without their conseut, for a larger sum than twenty

per centum of the capital stock actually paid in.

[Approved by the Governor, June 14^1814.]

CHAP. LIV.

An Act to divide the Commonwealth into Districts for

the choice of Representatives in the Congress of the

United States, and prescribing the mode of election.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Ixcjjresentatv'es in General Court assembled, and bij the

authority ofthe same, That this Commonwealth be, and.

it liereby is divided into Twenty Districts, as in tliis actCommonweRkh

defined and described, for the purpose of choosing Re-
''"'''"^^'^'

prescntatives to represent this Commonwealth in the

Congress of the United States, after the present Con-
gress ; in eacli of which Districts one Representative,

being an inhabitant of the District for which he shall be

elected, shall be chosen in the manner herein after de-

scribed.

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted, That the said Twenty
Districts sliall be formed and limited in manner follow-

ing—That is to say :

The towns in the county of Suffolk, together witli the Towns fotming

towns of Maiden and Stoneham in the county of Mid- <''«"'*=^=

dlesex, shall constitute one District, to ])e called Suf-

folk District.

The towns of Salem, Beverly, Wenham, Gloucester,

Manchester, Danvers, Marblehead, Lynn and Lynn-
field in the county of Essex, shall form one district, to

be called Essex South District.

The towns and districts in the county of Essex, not

included in Essex South District, together with the town
of South Reading in the county of Middlesex, shall

constitute one district, to be called Essex North Dis-
trict.

The towns and districts in the county of Middlesex,
excepting the towns of .\shby, Townsciid, Shirley, Pep-



§m COMMON. DISTRICTED. June 14, 1814.

pcrell, Stow, I5oxl)orougli, South Reading, Maiden,
Stoneham, Holliston, Sherburne, Natick, Newton,

IsSs['""""'"^Framinghara, Brighton and Hopkinton, shall constitute

one district, to be called Middlesex District.

Tlie towns and districts in the county of Hampden,
together with the towns of Ware, Belchertown, Granby,
South Hadley, Hadley, North Hampton, West Hamp-
ton, South Hampton, East Hampton, Norwich, and
Worthington in the county of Hampshire, shall consti-

tute one district, to be called Hampshire South District.

The towns and districts in the county of Hampshire,
excepting Middlefield, not included in Hampshire South
District, together with the towns and districts in the

county of Franklin, shall constitute one district, to be
called Hampshire North District.

The towns, districts and plantations in the county of

Berkshire, together with the town of Middlefield in the

county of Hampshire, shall constitute one district, to be

called Berkshire District.

The towns and districts in the county of Plymouth,
shall constitute one district, to be called Plymouth Dis-

trict.

The towns and districts in the counties of Barnstable,

Nantucket and Dukes' County, together with the town
of New-Bedford, in the county of Bristol, shall consti-

tute one district, to be called Barnstable District.

The towns and districts in the county of Bristol, ex-

cepting tlie town of New-Bedford, together with the

towns of Stoughton, Sharon, and Foxborough in the

county of Norfolk, shall constitute one district, to be cal-

led Bristol District.

The following towns and districts in the county of

Worcester, viz. : Northborough, Worcester, Shrews-
bury, Paxtou, Oakham, New-Braintree and Hardwick,
and all the towns south of them in the county of Wor-
cester, together with the town of Hopkinton in the coun-

ty of Middlesex, shall form one district, to be called

Worcester South District.

The towns and districts in the county of Worcester,
not included in Worcester South District, together with

the towns of Ashby, Townsend, Sliirlcy, Pepperell,
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Stow, and Boxborough in the county of Middlesex, shall

form one district, to be called Worcester North Dis-

trict.

The towns and districts in the county of Norfolk,
^.^^^.^^ (^raunz

excepting the towns of Stoughton, Sharon and Fox- ciisuict*

borough, together with the towns of IloUiston, Sher-

burne, Natick, Newton, Brighton, and Framingham in

the county of Middlesex, shall form one district, to be

called Norfolk District.

The towns, districts and plantations in the county of

York, excepting the towns of Buxton, Limington, Corn-

ish and Parsonsfield, shall constitute one district, to be

called the First Eastern District.

The following towns, districts and plantations in the

county of Cumberland, to wit, Portland, Falmouth,
Westbrook, North-Yarmouth, Scarborough, Cape-Eli-

zabeth, Gorham, Gray, Windham, New-Gloucester, Pe-
jepscot, Freeport, Pownal, JBrunswick, Durham and
Harpswell, shall constitute one district, to be called the

Second Eastern District.

The following towns in the county of Lincoln, to wit,

Topsham, Bath, Georgetown, Phippsburg, Boothbay,
Woolwich, Wiscasset, Edgcomb, New-Castle, Noble-
borough, Alna, Bristol, Waldoborough, Warren, Tho-
mastown, Cushing, Friendship, St. George and Cam-
den, together with the towns of Isleborough, Vinalha-
ven, Deer-Isle, Northport, and Lineolnville in the

county of Hancock, shall constitute one district, to be
called the Third Eastern District.

The counties of Washington and Hancock, excepting
the towns of Isleborough, Vinalhaven, Deer-Isle, North-
port, and Lineolnville in the county of Hancock, shall

form one district, to be called the Fourth Eastern Dis-
trict.

Those towns and plantations in the county of Lincoln,

which are not included in the Third Eastern District,

together with the towns of Pittston, Gardiner, Hallo-
well, Augusta, Green, Leeds, Monmouth, Winthrop,
lieadfield, Wayne, Fayette, and Malta in the county
of Kennebeck, shall forni one district, to be called the

Fifth Eastern District.
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Those towns and plantations in the county of Ken-
nebeck, which are not iucliidcd in the Fifth Eastern
District, together witli the towns and districts in the

county of Somerset, shall form one district, to be called

the Sixth Eastern District.

The towns, districts and plantations in the counties

of York and Cumberland, which are not included in

the First and Second Eastern Districts, together with

the towns, districts and plantations in the county of Ox-
ford, shall form one district, to be called the Seventh
Eastern District.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. That the Selectmen
Sewt.nen cm-of thc sevcral tow US and districts within this Common

-

loJi! 'jiieciiu^'s wealth, shall in manner as the law directs for calling

town meetings, cause the inhabitants of their respective

towns and districts, duly qualified to vote for Represen-
tatives in the General Court of this Commonwealth, to

assemble on the first Monday of November biennially,

beginning in November next, to give in their votes, for

their respective Representatives, to the Selectmen, wlio

xucii'.
"^

^"^

' shall preside at said meetings, and the Selectmen, or

the major part of them, shall, in open town meeting,

sort and count the votes, and shall form a list of the

names of the persons voted for, with the number of votes

for each person, written in words, at length, against

his name ; and the Town Clerk shall make a record

thereof, and tlie Selectmen shall, in such meeting, make
public declaration of the persons voted for, and of the

number of votes they respectively have, and shall, in

open town meeting, seal up the said list, certified by the

Selectmen, and express upon the outside of the said list,

the district in which the votes were given, and shall

transmit the same, within fourteen days next after such

meeting, to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, or to

the Sheriff of tlie connty in which such town or district

lies, who shall transmit the same to the Secretary of the

Commonwealth, within forty days next after the time of

holding such meeting ; and the Secretary shall lay the

same before the Groveruor and Council ; and in case of

an election for any district, by a majority of the votes

returned from such district, the Governor shall forth-

with transmit to the person so chosen; a certificate of
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such choice, signed by the Governor and countersigned

by the Secretary : And the Selectmen of such towns

and districts as lie within any county in which there

may be no Sheriff, shall return such list to the Secreta-

ry's oflBce, within the same term of time as Sheriffs are

required to do.

Sec. 4. Be itfurther enacted, That in case no person

shall be chosen by a majority of all the votes returned -tk'ttl'

from any district, the Governor shall cause precepts to Governor tolT

issue to the Selectmen of the several towns and districts'"^
^'^^*'^^^**

within such district, directing and requiring such Se-

lectmen to cause the inhabitants of their respective

towns and districts, qualified as aforesaid, to assemble

as aforesaid, on a day in such precept to be appointed,

to give their votes for a Representative in Congress
as aforesaid, which precept shall be accompanied with

a list of persons voted for in such district, shewing the

nnmber of votes for each person, according to the first

return; and the same proceedings shall be had thereon

in all respects as before directed in this act ; and the

Sheriff shall make return thereof into the Secretary's sheriff shaiire^

office on or before such day as the Governor shall ap- ^'^f" ''**^'

point in such precept. And the Selectmen of such
towns and districts, as lie within any county in which
there may be no Sheriff, shall return such lists to the

Secretary's office, within ths same term of time as

Sheriffs are required to do ; and the Secretary shall lay

the lists so returned to his office before the Governor
and Council, and the Governor shall cause the person
or persons who shall be chosen as aforesaid, to be noti-

fied thereof ; and like proceedings shall be again had in

ease any district shall fail of completing the choice of

its Representative, and the Governor shall issue his

precept accordingly, to the Selectmen of those tov/ns

and districts, or such districts wherein the choice of

(Representatives shall not have been made ; and like

proceedings shall be had as often as occasion may re-

quire.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted. That whenever any
vacancies shall happen in the representation of this

Jl;'^*"*^

*° ''^

Commonwealth in the Congress of the United States,

|b the Governor shall cause precepts to issue to the Se-
m 43
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lectmen of the several towns and districts, within any
district in wliich such vacancy may happen, directing

and requiring them to cause the inhabitants of their re-

spective towns and districts to assemble, on a day in

such precept to be appointed, to give in their votes for

a Representative to supply such vacancy ; and like

proceedings shall from time to time in all respects be
had, as are herein before provided.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the

duty of the several Sheriffs of the several counties of

the Commonwealth, on receiving copies of this act, or

any precept from the Governor for the purpose herein

mentioned, to transmit the same seasonably to the Se-
lectmen of the several towns and districts, and to the

Assessors of the several districts and plantations where
there may be no Selectmen, witliin their respective

counties, to whom such copies or precepts may be re-

spectively directed. And the several Sheriffs shall for

the said service be entitled to receive, out of the treasu-

ry of this Commonwealth, fifty cents for each of the

copies and of the precepts so by them distributed to the

Selectmen of the towns and districts, and to the Assess-

ors of the districts and plantations in their counties

where there may be no Selectmen : Provided however.

That no Sheriff who shall neglect seasonably to trans-

mit all and every of the copies and precepts by him re-

ceived in manner aforesaid, shall be entitled to auy^

compensation for distributing any of such copies or pre-

cepts ; and for returning the votes from all the towns
within the respective counties, which may be season-

ably delivered to him as aforesaid, each Sheriff shall

be entitled to receive seventeen cents per mile, comput-

ing from the place of abode of each Shei'iff to the Sec-

retary's office ; and in either case the Sheriffs shall pre-

sent their accounts to the committee on accounts for ex-

amination and allowance.
"^

Sec. 7. Be itfurther enacted, That any Sheriff who
shall neglect to perform the duties which by this act he

is directed to perform, shall, for each neglect, forfeit

and pay a sum not exceeding two thousand, nor less

than two hundred dollars, for any such neglect ; and if

any Selectmen sliall neglect to perform any of the du-
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ties, which by this act they are required to perform,

eacJi Selectman so neglecting, shall forfeit and pay a

sum not exceeding two hundred dollars, nor less than

thirty dollars for any such neglect ; any of the forfeit-

ures aforesaid to be recovered by indictment before the

Supreme Judicial Court, or before any Circuit Court of

Common Pleas, or before the respective Courts of Cora-;

mon Pleas, which forfeiture shall be to the us© of the

Commonwealth.
Sec. 8. Be itfurther enacted^ That the Assessors of

those districts and plantations where there may be no Po^er of As-

Selectmen, shall have the same powers, and perform ^^^^"'^"

the same duties for the purposes of this act, as are here-

in given to or required of Selectmen, and shall incur

like penalties in case of neglect.

Sec. 9. Be itfurther enacted^ That this act shall be

construed to extend to those plantations only, which Act, how fai

shall choose Assessors to assess the public taxes, which ^^ ^" '"^'

shall be set to such plantations in the tax. act next pre-

ceding the several elections.

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted. That this act, until a How long m
new apportionment of Representatives among the seve

^°^^^'

ral states shall be made, and for the purpose of supply-

ing any vacancy or vacancies which may happen in the

Representation of this Commonwealth in the Congress of

the United States, which shall make such apportion-

ments, shall continue and be in full force.

Sec. ii. Be itfurther enacted^ That an act, entitled ^ct repealed

"An act to divide the Commonwealth into Districts for

the choice ofRepresentatives in the Congress of the Uni-
ted States, and prescribing the mode ofElection," passed
on the twenty-eighth day of February, in the year eigh-

teen hundred and twelve, be, and the same hereby is

repealed, excepting so far as said act provides for the

choice of any Representative or Representatives to fill
•

any vacancy or vacancies which may occur before the

end of the present Congress, and no further.

_[Apprevejd by the Governor; June 14;, 1814.1


