
MIS. SOCIETY—MIN. FUND. Dec. 9, 1816. 317

suitable advertisement to be inserted in the Columbian
Centinel^ at least three weeks successively before said

day.

[Approved by the Governor, December 9, 1816.]

CHAP. LXXIII.

An Act in addition to the act incorporating the Maine
Missionary Society.

X»E it enacted hy the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and hy

the authority of the same, That so much of the act in- Act inxiait re-

corporating " the Maine Missionary Society." passed ^''**^ "

the third day of March, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and nine, which limits the said

act to the term of twenty years from the passing there-

of, be, and the same is hereby repealed.

[Approved by the Governor, December 9, 1816.]

CHAP. LXXIV.

An Act to incorporate the Trustees of the Ministerial

Fund in the first parish in Cambridge.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted hy the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Coui't assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That Abiel Holmes, Loam-
mi Baldwin, William Hilliard, Abraham Hilliard, Ti- Persons iucot-

mothy L. Jennison, Jonas Wyeth, the Sd, and AbelP"-'^^*^**-

"Whitney, all inhabitants of the first parish in Cam-
bridge, be, and they hereby are constituted a body po-

litic and corporate, by the name of 'I'he Trustees of

the Ministerial Fund in the first parish in Cambridge

;

and they and their successors shall continue a body po-
litic and corporate forever, by that name, for the pur-
poses, with the rights and powers, and subject to the

duties and obligations, hereinafter mentioned ; and
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shall be vested with all other powers, incident to Cor-
porations and requisite and necessary for those purpo-

Maysueandbeses ; and bj the same name may sue and be sued, ia
*'^^'^'

all actions, and pursue and defend the same to final

judgment and execution : Provided^ that the above
Proviso. named persons shall continue such Trustees as afore-

said, till said parish, at a parish meeting legally warn-
ed and bolden for the purpose, shall elect seven per-

sons, belonging to said parish, to be the successors of

the above named persons in said Corporation, and un-
til the persons, so chosen by said parish, shall accept

the trust, and no longer.

Sec. 2. Be it farther enacted, That said parish, if

they see cause, may, annually, in March or April, at

Trustees. any legal meeting thereof, duly warned for the purpose,

choose such number of Trustees as tliey shall judge
proper, to be Members of said Corporation, instead of

the same number of the then existing Members, who
shall be designated by name in the vote of said parish.

Sec S. Be it further enacted, That whenever any
vacancy happens among said Trustees, by death, re-

Vacancies filled signation, removal, or otherwise, the said parish, at
"^' any parish meeting legally warned for that purpose,

shall fill up said vacancy within one month after it shall

happen ; and, if said parish neglects so to do within

that time, then said Trustees, by a major vote, shall

have power to fill up such vacancy.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted. That the Trustees

before mentioned, and their successors in office, be, and
hereby are invested with power to demand, sue for, re-

Funds, cover and receive all property, whether real, personal,

or mixed, which now does, or which shall hereafter

constitute said fund, or any part thereof, and all secu-

rities for, and evidences of such property, and to hold

the same for the purposes mentioned in this act ; and
to receive snd hold, for the purposes herein mentioned,

all subscriptions, donations, grants, bequests, devises

and appropriations, that may hereafter be made, for

the support of the Congregational Ministry in said pa-

rish ;
provided, these, when added to the above men-

tioned fund, shall not exceed the annual income af two

thousand dollars.

Sec. 5, Be itfarther enacted, That said Trustees
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may assemble and meet as often as they think neces-

sary for the promotion of their trust, any four of whom
shall constitute a Board for doing business, but the con- internal reguia-

currence of four at least, shall be requisite to every act^'"'^^'

and proceeding whatever ; they may determine the

manner of calling their meetings ; they shall appoint a

Treasurer and (31erk ; an Agent or Agents, and other

needful Officers and Committees ; they may make rules,

regulations and by-laws, and annex to them penalties

for the breach thereof, not repugnant to the laws of

this Commonwealth ; they may have a common seal,

and change the same at pleasure ; and they may alien-

ate, by good and sufficient deed, or deeds, any real

estate, the title whereof shall be vested in them, by
way of mortgage, execution, or by operation of law.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted. That the Clerk of

said Corporation, who shall be a Member thereof, and
shall be sworn in the same manner as town officers are,

to the faithful performance of the duties of his office ; Duties of cieik.

shall have the care and custody of all papers and docu-
ments belonging to said Trustees, excepting those, the

care and custody of which are hereinafter given to the

Treasurer ; and shall carefully and fairly record all

their votes and proceedings in a book to be kept for

that purpose, and shall certify the same when there-

unto required ; and he shall call meetings when he
may think the same necessary, or when thereto direc-

ted by said Trustees ; and do whatever else may be
incident to his office ; and he shall deliver up to his
successor in office, as soon as may be, all the papers,
records and documents in his hands, in good order and
condition ; and if he shall neglect so to do, for thirty-

days next after such successor shall be duly appointed,

he shall forfeit and pay a fine of fifty dollars, and pei.aiiv.

the further sum of thirty dollars per month for such
neglect afterwards.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted^ That the Treasurer
shall give bond to said Trustees and their successors, n^yes of frpa.
with sufficient sureties, to be approved by them, in such'
penal sum as they shall require, amounting, at least, to
twice the value of the fund, which they shall then hold
and have the management of, for the purpose aforesaid,

with condition to do and perform all the duties incum-

surer.
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bent on him as Treasurer ; and he shall be the receiver

of all money and effects due, owing and coming to them

;

and may demand, sue for and recover the same, in their

name, unless prohibited by them ; and he shall have
the care and custody of the money and effects, obliga-

tions and securities for the payment of money, or othei'

things, and evidences of property belonging to said

Trustees, and be accountable to them therefor; and
shall dispose of the same as they shall order and di-

rect ; and shall render an account of his doings, and
exhibit a fair and regular statement of the property and
evidences of property in his hands, whenever they shall

require the same to be done : and he shall deliver up
to his successor in office, as soon as may be, all the

books and papers, property and evidences of property,

in his hands, in good order and condition ; and if he
jpenaity. shall fail to dcUvcr up the same as aforesaid, for the

space of ten days next after such Treasurer shall be
duly chosen, he shall forfeit and pay a fine of fifty dol-

lars, and the further sum of thirty dollars per month
for such failure or neglect afterwards.

Sec. 8, Be it further enacted, That it shall be the

duties of the said Trustees to use, manage and improve
Disposition of such fuud, or cstatc, as shall be vested in them, by vir-

tue of this act, with care and vigilance, so as best to

ansvvcr and promote the design thereof; and they shall

be amenable to the inhabitants of said parish for

negligence, or misconduct in the management or dispo-

sition thereof, whereby the same may be impaired, or

suffer loss, waste, or diminution ; and the inhabitants

of said parish may have and maintain a special action

of the case against the proper persons of said Trustees,

and their goods and estate, jointly and severally, for

such negligence or misconduct, and recover adequate

damages therefor ; any sum so recovered shall be for

the benefit of said fund, and shall be paid to said

Trustees, who may have an action of debt therefor

accordingly.

8ec. 9. Be it further enacted, That said Trustees

shall cause to be recorded and kept in their book of re-

cords, by their Clerk, a correct statement of the funds

and estate in their hands, wherein shall be particular-

ly designated, so far as practicable, the nature AUfl

fuads

Records
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amount of eacli ori^^iiial grant, devise, donation or pur-

chase, the period when made, the design thereof, and
the name of the grantor, devisor, donor, or vender,

with his or her name, place of abode and addition, with

such other facts and circumstances, as they shall think

useful and proper, to distinguish the same and perpet-

uate the remembrance thereof; and they shall make a

report of such statement to the inhabitants of said parish., Annwai report

at their meeting in the month of March or April annu-

ally, where the same shall be publicly read, or to a

select Committee, if said parish shall choose one for

that purpose ; together with a specific estimate of w hat

estate they actually 'hold and by what tenure; what
money and effects are due to them, and how the same
are secured ; and what receipts Iiave been obtained,

and what disbursements made by them, the preceding

year.

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted^ That said Trustees

shall loan upon interest, at least, one half of all the

money belonging to said fund, upon the bond, or note

of the borrower, with a mortgage of real estate of double

the value of the sum loaned, as collateral security for

the repayment of the principal sum, with the interest

annually, till paid, and the other half thereof they may
loan as aforesaid, or vest in any of the public stocks,

funds or banks of this Commonwealth: and said Trus-

tees may appropriate the income of said fund, according a ppropiiation

to the intention of tlie donor, or donors, within the pro- °'^''''^'^"'^-

•visions of this act ; so far as the manner of appropri-

ation, has been or shall be prescribed by such donor

or donors ; but as to those parts of said fund, in rela-

tion to which the donor or donors have not, or shall

not prescribe the manner of appropriation, said Trus-

tees shall apply at least odc third of the income

thereof to augment said fund until the annual in-

come of said fund shall amount to one thousand

dollars, and then said Trustees may appropriate the

whole interest of said fund, or any part tliereof, so long

as the annual income shall continue to be one thousand

dollars, for the support of the Congregational Ministry

in said first parish, as said parish shall fromi time

to time direct ; but in no case to lessen, or make use

of, any part of the principal; and should said Trustees

fee possessed of a fund, the annual income whereof
41
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shall be more than suflBcient to pay the salary or sala-

ries of such Congregational Minister or Ministers, as

shall be regularly ordained and settled in said parish

by the joint concurrence of tlie inhabitants and church

thereof, the surplus may be applied for the support of

schools for teaching the principles of piety, morality

and religion, and for teaching sacred music, or cither

of them, as said parish shall from time to time direct,

or may be appropriated to increase said fund, within
PiOTiso. the limitation aforesaid: Provided ^ \\\?Li nothing herein

contained shall be construed to alter, impair, vacate, or

in any way effect the contract now existing between
said parish and their present Minister; but the proceeds

of said fund, whenever the same shall be paid to him,

shall be deemed to be in satisfaction of his salary, for

the time being, so far as the same Avill apply to the

discharge thereof.

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted^ That if said Trus-
tees shall fail to pay the annual income of said fund to

the Congregational Minister, at anytime legally settled

in said parish, or so much thereof as such Minister shall

„.,. be entitled to, for the space of thirty days after the

of "trustees, samc shall become payable, or they shall neglect to

make report to said parish in March or April, annually,

or to a select Committee, as in this act directed, they

shall severally forfeit, for each offence, the sum of

fifty dollars, and the further sum of thirty dollars per
month afterwards, until they shall make payment as

aforesaid, and until they shall prepare such report as
aforesaid, and give notice thereof to the Clerk of said

parish : Saving always, that said Trustees shall not be
liable to the forfeiture aforesaid, for failing to make
such payment as aforesaid, of said income, or so much
thereof, as such Minister shall be entitled to, if they
use due diligence to get possession of said income, and
make payment thereof as aforesaid, on demand, after

they shall Iiave the possession thereof.

Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, That said Trustees
Conji.ensfltion shall be entitled to a reasonable compensation, to be

' paid by said parish, for their services and risk in man-
aging and taking care of said fund and estate ; but no
part of such funds or estate, or the income thereof, shall

ever be appropriated to that purpose.

'^Ef . IS. Be it farther enucted. That all fines and
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forfeitures incurred for any breach of this act. shall

and may be recovered by action of debt by the inhabi-

tants of said parish, if they shall sue for the same within Parish may nir.

six montlis after the same shall be incurred, for the

use and benefit of said fund, and to be paid to said

Trustees accordingly—otherwise by any person who
shall sue therefor, one moiety thereof to his own use,

and the other moiety thereof to the use and benefit of

said fund, and shall be paid to said Trustees accord-

ingly ; and they may have and maintain an action of

debt, to recover the same.

Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, That the above-nam- Fhst mecHng.

ed Loammi Baldwin, William Hilliard, and Abraham
Milliard, or any two of them, are hereby authorized

and directed to appoint the time and place for holding

the first meeting of said Trustees, and to warn such

meeting accordingly.

[Approved by the Governor, December 9; 1816.]

CHAP. LXXV.

An Act to incorporate the Trustees of the Salem-street

Academy.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of

Hepresentatives in General Court assembled, and bij

the authority of the same, That the Rev. Asa Eaton, Persons iScor.

Shubacl Bell, Thomas Clark, John Rice, Benjamm^
Smith, James W. Burditt, Nathaniel Faxon, John O-
din, Scammel Penniman and Benjamin Clark, be, and

they hereby are created a body politic and corporate,

by the name of ^' The Trustees of the Salem-street

Academy," and that they and their successors shall be

and remain a body politic and corporate, under that

name forever.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Cor-

poration shall have full power and authority to deter- Choice of eft-

mine at what times and places their meetings shall be

holden, and on the manner of notifying the Trustees

to meet at such meetings ; and also from time to time, to

elect a President, Treasurer, Secretary, and such oth-

er officers of said Corporation as they shall judge ex-

pedient : Also to make orders, and enact, as occasion


