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cretion ; and apply the whole of tlie interest arising

from any funds in their hands, or any part thereof, to-

wards the support of the Con2;regational Ministry in

said town ; or for enlarging the fund, as the said town
from time to time may order and direct, but not in any-

w ise to lesson or make use of any part of the principal

of said fund.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the Trustees

shall, at any time, when required by said town, make a
Kq.r.rt^ of pi-o- report in writing of their proceedings, disbursements,
ccLdings.

receipts, and the state of the fund, and lay the same
before said town, for their inspection ; and said town
shall have po\ver to remove any Trustee who shall be
guilty of any breach of trust ; and it shall be the duty

of the Trustees immediately to elect a new member to

supply the vacancy.

Sec. 6. Tie it further enacted, That any Justice of

1.131 mcctins. the Peace for the county of Hampden, upon applica-

tion made to him by any Trustee before named, is

authorized to issue his warrant to any Trustee before

named, requiring him to notify and warn the first

meeting of said Trustees.

[Approved by the Governor, December 14, 1816.]

CHAP. CXIV.

An Act for regulating the Fishery in the town of

Gloucester.

the town of Gloucester, in the

county of Essex, have purchased of Zaea«
riah Stevens, Esq. and opened a passage-way through

his Mill-dam, for the fish called Alcwives, into the

Cape Pond, so called, and conveyed into it a number
of said fish, at a considerable expense, "whereby a
great increase has arisen :

Sec. 1. Be it enacted hj the Senate and House of
Hepresentatives in General Court assembled^ and by

the authority of the same, That the taking and dis-

posing of the fish called Alewives, shall be under the

care and management of a Committee of said town, to
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consist of five persons, to be chosen at the annual

town meeting in JVlarch or April, Mho shall be sworn

to the faithful discharge of their duty, and shall dig- Distribution of

tribute the fish that may be taken by them, or any per-^^''

son or persons under them, as equally as circumstances

will admit, to such persons as shall apply for the

same; and for the fish s(3 supplied, the Committee
aforesaid shall demand a sum not exceeding fifty cents

for each Imndred of fish, so delivered, and account

with the Treasurer of said tov/n for the proceeds

thereof weekly, and settle their final account on or

before the last day of September annually ; and the

money arising therefrom shall be paid over to the

Treasurer of said town, and appropriated to the use

of the said town ; and the said Committee shall have

a reasonable allowance for their services, and lay

their accounts before the Selectmen of said town, for

approbation and allowance, on or before the last day
of November annually.

Sec. S. Be it further enacted^ That the said Com-
mittee, or either of them, shall have full power and
authority to remove from or out of the rivers, brooks Powei-s of com^

or streams, leading to the said Pond, any obstructions™'^**""

ti.at may be made to the free passing of said fish into

the said pond, or repassing from thence into the sea

;

and the said Committee, or either of them, (or of such

person or persons as shall be employed by them) go-

ing on the land of any person or persons for this pur-

pose shall not be deemed or held guilty of trespass.

And the said Committee^ or the major part of them,

shall determine the particular places where the said

fish shall be taken, and give public notice thereof by
posting up one or more notifications in some conspicu-

ous place or places in the said town, on or before the

first day of May annually : Provided however, that ProvWo.

the said fish shall not be taken any more than three

days in each week, at the discretion of the Committee,
and only between the rising and the setting of the sun,

on said days : And i^rovided also, that the said Com-
mittee, or any other person under them, shall not be
authorized to appoint any suchplace for fishing on the

lands of John Manning, Esq. without his consent.

Sec. 3. Be it farther enacted^ That no person shall
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catch or take any of the said fish in any river, hrook,

or stream leading to, or from the said pond, without

tlie direction of the said Committee, or the major part

of them, in writing; and whoever shall presume at

any time hereafter to take, kill, or haul on shore any
of the said fish, with seines or drag nets in either of

the rivers, or ponds, brooks or streams through which
the said fish pass into the said Cape Pond, or shall

with any seine or drag net, or in any other way, ob-

struct the passage of the said fish, to or from th» said

pond, or shall obstruct the said Committee, or either

of them, (or those persons employed by them.) in the

execution of their duty, in all and every of these cases,

the offenders shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay
a sum not exceeding twenty dollars, nor less than five

dollars with costs of suit.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the

duty of the said Committee, or either of them, and
they are hereby vested with full power and authority

Reeovcry of to suc for and rccovcr in tiie name of the 'I'reasurer of
*'"''*^'

said town, from time to time, all fines and forfeitures

incurred by any breach of this act, before any Justice

of the Peace for the county of Essex ; and any Jus-

tice of the Peace of the town of Grloucester may hear
and determine any complaint under this act, to the

a,mount of twenty dollars, his being an inhabitant of

the said town notwithstanding ; and in case any minor
or minors shall offend against any part of this act, and
thereby incur any or either of the penalties aforesaid,

in all such cases, the parent, master or guardian of such
minor or minors shall be answerable therefor ; and in

case of prosecution of such minor or minors, the action

shall be commenced against the parent, master or guar-

dian of such minor or minors, respectively, and judg-

ment rendered accordingly ; and all such fines shall be
to the use of said town, saving where any person shall

give information of any breach of this act, the informer,

upon conviction of the offender, shall be entitled to one
half the forfeiture ; and no person shall be considered

as disqualified from being a witness on any trial that

may be had pursuant to this act, on account of his be-

ing an inhabitant of tlie said town of Gloucester, or of

his being one of the Committee aforesaid.
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Sec. 5. Be it further enaeted, That it shall be the

duty of the Committee aforesaid to take care that a
sufficient passage be kept open annually for the young
Alewives to pass from the said pond to the sea.

[Approved by the Governor, December 14, 1816.]

CHAP. CXV.

An Act to incorporate the Corban Society.

Sec. 1. JjE if enacted by the Senate and House of
Ilejjresentatives in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That Mary Mason, Sarah
Dunn, Isabella Homes, Susan Huntington, Margaret
C. Welsh, Mary Codman, Margaret Phillips, Han- prsons inoor-

nah B. Tyler, Elizabeth Rogers, Phebe Cutler, Mar- 1^°^"'"^-

tha Ropes, and their associates to be elected into the

Society from among the annual subscribers to the same
institution, be, and they hereby are incorporated into

a Society, by the name of The Corban Society, to aid

and assist Candidates for the Gospel Ministry with

the means of instruction and subsistence ; and for this

purpose shall be a Corporation forever, with power to powers aikiprf-

havft a common seal, to make contracts relative to the ^'^''i^'^^-

objects of their institution, to sue, and be sued, to es-

tablish by-laws and orders for the regulation of the

said Society, and for the preservation and application

of the funds thereof; provided the same be not repug- Proviso.

nant to the constitution or laws of this Commoa-
w^ealth ; to take, hold, and possess any estate, real or

personal, by subscription, gift, grant, purchase, devise,

or otherwise, and the same to improve, lease, exchange,

or sell and convey for the sole benefit of the said insti-

tution
;
provided, that the value of the real estate of

said Society, shall never exceed twenty thousand dol-

lars, and the annual income of the whole estate of said

Society shall not exceed two thousand dollars.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, Thai every married
woman belonging to said Society, who shall, with the Liability.

consent of her husband, receive any of the money or

other property of said Society, shall thereby render


