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be construed to exonerate or disciiargo the estates of
the stockholders of said company from ])eing liable in

the manner and for the purposes mentioned in said act,

to which this is in addition.

[Approved by the Governor, June 16, 1817.]

CHAP. XXY.

An Act to incorporate the Trustees of the Lexington
Ministerial Fund.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Hepresentatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the samCf That Joseph Fiske, Isaac persons incovpn-

Hastings, Jonas Bridge, James Brown, and Abijah'**"

'

Harrington, Esquires, be, and they are hereby consti-

tuted a body politic and corporate, l^y the name of the

Trustees of the Lexington Ministerial Fund, and they

and their successors shall so continue a body politic

and corporate, by that ndme forever ; and by the samq
name may sue and be sued, in all actions, real, per-

sonal and mixed, and prosecute and defend the same
to final judgment and execution ; and may make such
orders, rules, regulations, and by-laws as may be pro-

per for the government of the Trustees, not repugnant

to the laws of this Commonwealth ; and may always

liave a common seal, and all deeds sealed with said

seal, subscribed by the said Trustees, and duly ac-

knowledged, shall be valid in law.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That the number of Number of Tms

Trustees shall never be more than five, nor less than''^'"

three, and a majority of them may be a quorum for do-

ing business, and the seni(jr Trustee present shall act as

Chairman; and the Trustees shall, at their annual

meeting, which shall be in the month of March, ap-

point a Treasurer and Clerk, who shall be sworn to the

faithful pcrf(n-mance of their duty ; and the Treasurer

shall give bonds with sufficient sureties, to the accept-

ance of the said Trustees, faithfully to do and perform

all the duties of his nfTico t and the said rov/n of T^ex-
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ington. at any legal meeting thereof, shall have power
to remove any of said Trustees, who may become unfit,

from age, infirmity or misconduct, to discharge their

duties, and to supply the vacancies so made ; and also

such vacancies as may be occasioned by death, by a
new Trustee, from the members of the Congregational

society in said town, at any meeting called for that

purpose ; and the said Trustees shall annually receive

cempcnsation. sucli compensation out of the said fund, for any services

they may perform, as the town may deem just and
reasonable.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That all unimproved

lands, tenements and hereditaments, all monies, chat-

tels, rights or credits, which at any time heretofore have

been given, granted, devised or appropriated for the

support of the gospel in said town of Lexington, be,

and are hereby assigned to, confirmed and vested in

the said Trustees, to every intent and purpose what-

ever, as fully and amply as if the same had been given

or granted to the corporation hereby created; and full

power and authority is hereby given to them, to enter

upon all lands and tenements, heretofore given or gran-

ted for the purposes aforesaid ; and upon such entry

the said corporation shall be deemed and taken to be
seized and possessed thereof, to every intent and pur-

pose whatever ; and the said Trustees shall and may
demand from any person whomsoever, all monies, se-

curities or other property whatever, which have at any
time heretofore been given for the purposes aforesaid

;

and in their corporate name to have and maintain any
action for the recovery thereof, apd also to receive any
donation that may be hereafter given to the said Minis-

terial fund ; and it shall be the duty of the said Trus-

tees to use and improve such estate as shall be vested

in them by this act, with due care and vigilance, so as

best to promote the intention of the donors thereof; and
shall always loan upon interest the money belonging

to the said fund, in such sums and for such term of

time, not exceeding one year, as they may think proper,

upon the bond or note of the borrower, with at least

two sureties for the payment thereof; and they shall

never loan any sum exceeding five hundred dollars,

>vithout a mortgage on real estate to double the amount

>Ione]r loaned.
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of the sum loaned, as collateral security for the pay-
ment thereof, with interest annually ; or they may vest vest numey in

such parts thereof in the funded debt of the United "^"^ *

States or this Commonwealth, or in the stocks of any
incorporated bank, as they may judge expedient.

Sec; 4. Be it further enacted, That if said Trus-
tees shall fail to pay the annual income of said fund to

the settled Minister of the first Congregational society

in said town, for and towards his salary, or to defray

the expense of public worship, when they shall be des-

titute of a settled Minister, pursuant to the votes and
directions of said town, within thirty days after the

same shall become due, and payable as aforesaid, or

neglect to make report annually in the month of May,
to a Committee, chosen for that purpose, of what funds

and estate they actually hold, and by what tenure;

what money and effects are due to them, and how the

same are secured ; and what receipts have been obtained

and disbursements made by them the preceding year;

they shall severally forfeit for each offence, the sum of Forfeiture.

thirty dollars, and the further sum of thirty dollars per

month afterwards, until they shall make payment of

such claims, when it is in their power to do so.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That when the in-

come of said fund shall be more than sufficient to pay
the Congregational Minister his salary, or to defray

the expense of public worship, when they shall be des-

titute of a settled Minister, it shall be the duty of said

Trustees, to put out the same at interest ; and when the

income of said fund shall amount to four hundred dol-

lars more than to pay said Congregational Minister his

salary, or to defray the expenses of public worship,

when they shall be destitute of a settled Minister, then

the surplus shall be paid by said Trustees to the towu
Treasurer ; and is hereby appropriated for the mainte-

nance of schools in said town, as shall be annually

agreed upon by them, in the month of May.
Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That said Trustees

shall be amenable to said town, for negligence or mis- Trustees amena-

conduct, in the management of said fund, whereby the
'^^"^ ^ '"'"'

same shall be impaired, or suffer loss, waste, or dimi-

nution ; and the inhabitants of said town may have and
maintaia a special action of the case against the proper
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dollars, and thirty dollars for every month's detention

afterwards.

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of

the Peace for the county of Middlesex, upon applica-

tion therefor, is hereby authorized to issue a Avarrant, issue warrant,

directed to either of the aforesaid Trustees, requiring

hira to notify and Avarn a meeting of said Trustees, to

meet at such time and place as shall be appointed in

said warrant, to organize the said corporation, by the

appointment of its officers.

[Approved by the Governor, June 16, I8I7.]

CHAP. XXVI.

An Act to incorporate the Damariscotta Congregational

Society, in the town of Nobleboiough.

Sec. 1. 15E zi enacted by the Senate and House of
Ilepresentatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That George Barstow, Beu-p^^^onsincorpo^

jamin Barstow, Junior, James Barstow, Samuel Bal-

lard, Nathaniel Bryant, Junior, Israel Chapman, Sd,

Nathaniel Clapp, Stephen Coffin, Nathaniel Church,
Daniel Day, Robert Day, David Dennis, Ebenezer
Farley, Jesse Flint, Junior, John Glidden, Junior,

Joseph Glidden, Simon Handley, Jacob Harrington,

Harry Hazelton, Joel How, Junior, Job Hussey, Sol- .

omon Hutchins, Richard Jennings, William Melcher,

Junior, Joseph Merrill, William Metcalf, George
Reid, Jacob Sleeper, Francis Tufts, James Turnbull,

John Turnbull, William Tarnbull, Richard Wilkin-
son, and William Worcester, with their families and
estates, together with such others as may hereafter as-

sociate with them, and their successors, be, and they are

hereby incorporated for religious purposes onlj', as a re-

ligious society, by the name of the Damariscotta Congre-
gational Society ; and for this purpose shall have all tli©

powers and fJiivileges, ilWd be subject to all the duties Po^t'^anu pHm-

and disabilities of other religious societies, according

to the Constitution and laws of this Commonwealth.


