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CHAP. CLXXVI.

An Act making further provision for the punishraent of

Convicts sentenced to hard labor, and the better reg^

ulation of the State Prison.

tlen

Officers held

guillless.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That it shall be the duty of
Duties ot War. the Warden of the State Prison to cause all the regu-

lations, established by the Directors for the government
and discipline of the convicts, to be strictly and prompt-

ly enforced ; and he shall give immediate information

to the Directors, of any failure or neglect of any officer

to enforce strictly the discipline that may be estab-

lished ; and the Directors shall forthwith remove any
officer who shall have been guilty of such neglect of

duty.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That if any con-

vict committed to said prison shall resist the authority

of any officer, or refuse to obey his lawful commands,
it shall be the duty of such officer immediately to en-

force obedience, and for that purpose, to use such wea-
pons and such aid as may be effectual. And if such

convict, so resisting, shall be wounded, maimed, or

slain, by such officer, or his assistants, they shall be
indemnified and held guiltless.

Sec. 3. Be itjurther enacted, That convicts in sol-

itary confinement, in execution of the sentence of any
Court, or for the violation of the rules and regulations

of the prison, shall, during such confinement, be fed

with bread and water only, unless the Directors, in

consequence of the written certificate of the physician,

that the health of such convict requires other diet, shall

otherwise direct.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted. That no convict,

committed to said prison, shall be entitled to his dis-

charge therefrom, until he shall have completed the

full term of time for which he was sentenced, exclusive

of the time he may have been in solitary confinement

for any misconduct, or violation of the regulations of

the prison.

Restriction of

diet.

Regulation of
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Sec. 5, Be it further enacted, That whenever any
person, who shall be convicted of any crime, before any

Court competent to try the same, the punishment whereof Pvnishment

shall, by law, be confinement to hard labor for any term!|{^Xn'ces°"

of years, shall have been before sentenced to a like

punishment by any Court, of this, or any other of the

United States, whether such convict shall have been

pardoned, or not, he shall be sentenced to solitary im-

prisonment, not exceeding thirty days, and confinement

to hard labor, not exceeding seven years, in addition

to the punishment by law prescribed for the offence for

which he shall be tried ; and in case such convict shall

have been before twice convicted and sentenced in man-
ner aforesaid, he shall be punished by confinement to

hard labor for life, and by solitary imprisonment as is

herein before provided.

And whereas, at the time of indictment and trial of

any persons charged with crimes, to be punished as

aforesaid, it may not be known to the Grand Jury or

to the Attorney of the Commonwealth, attending them

on behalf of the Commonwealth, whether the person, so

charged, has been before convicted or not—Therefore,

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That whenever it

shall appear to the Warden of the State Prison, or the

Directors thereof, that any convict, received into Ihe

same, pursuant to the sentence of any Court, shall have

before been sentenced, by competent authority of this Process of

or any other state, to confinement to hard labor fof^^"'^'""
^"'*'''

term of life or years, it shall be the duty of the said

Warden, and of the said Directors, or either of them,

to make representation thereof, as soon as may be, to

the Attorney or Solicitor General ; and they or either

of them shall, ])y information, or other legal process,

cause the same to be made known to the Justices of the

Supreme Judicial Court, at any term of said Court to

be holden in Boston or Cambridge : and the said Jus-

tices shall cause the person or persons, so informed

against, to be brought before them, in order, that if he

deny the fact of a former conviction, it may be tried

according to law, whether the charge contained in such

information be true. And if it appear by the confession

of the party, by verdict of the jury, or otherwise, ac-

cording to law, that said information is true, the Court
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Regulation of
dress.

shall forthwith proceed to award against such convict,

the residue of the punishment provided in the foregoing

section ; otherwise the said convict shall be remanded
lo prison, there to be held on his former sentence.

Sec. 7' Be it further enacted, That the Directors

shall, as soon as may be, divide and arrange the con-

victs into three general classes, as they shall be dis-

GUssification oftinguished by their behavior and merit, in regard to
criminals.

clcanlincss, sobriety, submission, respectful deportment

towards the officers, and industry and faithfulness in

their work. The first class shall consist of those who
are the most orderly and meritorious, and shall be
dressed in cloth of the quality now used, but of one

color only ; and they shall be placed in the most com-
fortable lodging rooms at night, and allowed the use of

lights, at such time during the evening as the Direct-

ors may think proper. In the dress of the second class,

the trowsers only shall be of different colors ; and they

shall be allowed lights, not more than one evening in

a week, in the discretion of the Directors. The dress

of the third class shall be that now in use; and they

shall not be allowed any lights at night. And it shall

be the duty of the Warden to keep the said classes

separate at night, and as far as possible during the

day ; and they shall not speak to any person of a dif-

ferent class, without permission of the Warden or

Keeper. All convicts on entering the prison shall be
placed in the third class, from which they may be ad-

vanced to the others, at the discretion of the Directors,

upon the recommendation of the Warden ; and for mis-

conduct shall be liable in like manner to be degraded.

And the Directors shall not consider an application to

recommend for pardon any convict who shall not belong

to the first class.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That when any con-

vict shall be discharged, who shall have uniformly con-

ducted well, during his confinement, the Directors may
give him a recommendation, or assist him in procuring

employment, at his request, if they shall see fit. And
evt'TV convict, previous to his being discharged, at the

expiration of his sentence, on a second commitment,
shall have ihe letters Mass, S. P. and also the year in

figures, when his discharge shall iake place, marked

Reeommenila
tions.
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on the inner surface of the upper part of his left arm,

by puncturing the skin, and rubbing some coloring mat-

ter on the same.
Sec. 9. Jie it further enacted. That the present

military guard shall be disbanded witliin two months ; overseers te

and the Directors shall appoint such additional over- ''^ ^^^"^'^

seers as they may think necessary, for the secure keep-

ing and employment of the convicts ; and assign them
such duties as they may see fit.

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That so much of

the third section of an act, passed on the first day of

March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight

hundred and fifteen, entitled '^ An act in further addi«

tion to an act, entitled an act providing for the govern-

ment and regulation of the State Prison," as relates to

the annual salary of the Directors, be, and the same is compensation

hereby repealed ; and that the provisions for the com- ^° ^^"^"^'^^^

pensation of the Directors, contained in the twelfth sec-

tion of an act, passed on the twenty-first day of June,

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and eleven, entitled " An act providing for the govern-

ment and regulation of the State Prison," be, and the

same hereby are revived.

[Approved by the Governor, February 23, 1818^]

CHAP. CLXXVIL

An Act to empower Edward Kelleran and others, to

build a Toll Bridge across St. Georges River, in

Thomastown, in the county of Lincoln.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That Edward Kelleran, Persons em

John Gleason, John Paine, and William Pope, togeth-P'^''*'^^*^

er with such others as may hereafter associate with

them, and their successors and assigns, be, and they

are hereby empowered to build, maintain, and keep in

repair a bridge over St. George's river, between Vose's

wharf and the lime store, (so called) in the town of

Thomastown ; and for this purpose shall have all the


