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CHAP. CLXXXVIII.
An

Act concerning Plates

for printing

Bank Notes,

Be

Sec. 1.
?7 enacted by the Senate and House of
Mepresentatives, in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That from and after the passing of this act, all plates used by any incorporated bank
^vithin this Commonwealth, for the purpose of making
impressions of bills or notes issued by such bank, shall
at all times be kept in the vaults of said bank, when
not in actual use for making impressions of bills or
notes as aforesaid.
And whenever the same plate or ^
plates shall be wanted for the purposes aforesaid, the
same shall not be taken from the vaults of the bank
aforesaid, but in the presence of the President, a Di- Must be used
rector, or the Cashier of said bank ; and the same plates line otThe offishall be returned every night to the vaults of said bank*^*^"in the presence of the President, a Director, or the Cashier of said bank, as aforesaid ; and during all the time
they shall be out of said vaults, they shall be in the sole
custody, and be used only in the presence of such President, Director, or Cashier.
Sec. 3. He it further enacted, That each and erery plate or plates, used for the purpose of making impressions of the bills or notes of any incorporated bank
within this Commonwealth, when such plate or plates
shall be used by two or more banks, shall be deposited
in the vaults either of the Massachusetts Bank, the
State Bank, or the Boston Bank, in the town of Boston, piatestobe
'

or in the Newburyport Bank, or Mechanic's Bank, in "'sht'y
the town of Newburyport ; and said plate or plates
shall not be removed from the vaults of the bank, in
which they may be so deposited, except in the presence of the President, a Director, or the Cashier of the
bank, in which they may be so deposited, or for the
use of which they shall be taken out, as aforesaid ; and
the said plate or plates shall, on every night, be returned to and deposited in the vaults of one of the banks
aforesaid ; and during all the time they shall be out of
said vault, they shall be in the sole custody, and be

secured
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used only in the presence of the President, of a Director, or Cashier, of the bank for the use of which
they shall be taken out.
8ec. 3. Be it further enacted, That if any person,
after thirty days from the passing of this act, shall
have in his possession any plate or plates, used for
making impressions of bank bills or notes, contrary to
the provisions of this act, or having the same in custody under the authority of this act, shall put the same
out of his custody, or shall suffer the same to be used
out of his presence, or shall not return the same to such
vault every night, as herein before provided, and be
thereof convicted upon indictment in any Court of competent jurisdiction, such person shall forfeit, and pay to
the use of the Commonwealth, a fine not exceeding ten
thousand dollars ; or be punished by imprisonment in
the common jail, or confinement to hard labor in the
state prison, for a term not exceeding ten years, at the
discretion of the Court, before whom the conviction

may

be.

[Approved by the Governor, February

24?,

1818.]

CHAP. CLXXXIX.
An

Act authorizing the Proprietors of Churches, Meeting Houses, and other Houses of Public Worship,
to regulate and manage their property and intersts

therein.

Assessments,

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Hepresentatives, in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That whenever the proprietors of any church, meeting house, or other house of
public worship, shall deem it expedient to alter, enlarge, repair, rebuild, or remove the same, it shall be
lawful for them, at a legal meeting called for that purpose, to raise such sums of money, as they may judge
needful, to carry anj of said purposes into effect, and
And
to purchase any land necessary for the same.
sueh
such monies may be assessed on the pews in
church or house, and the assessment be committed te

