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CHAP. CXXIII.

An Act relating to the Piinishiaent of Convicts, who
may be sentenced to solitary imprisonment, and
confinement to hard labor.

Discretion of
Courts.

Management
of labur.

Sec. 1. liE tf enacted by the Senate and House
of Tiepresentatives, in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That from and after the

passing of this act, wherever any person convicted of

any crime or offence whatever, shall be dnly sentenced
therefor to solitary imprisonment and confinement to

hard lal)or for any term, not exceeding three years ;

such convict not having been before sentenced to a like

punishment, by any Court of this, or of any other of

the United States, the Court, before whom such con-

viction shall be had, may, in their discretion, order

the said sentence to be executed in the common gaol,

or house of correction of the county, in which the

offence shall have been committed. And the Keeper
of such gaol, or house of correction, is hereby author-

ized and required to execute such sentence of solitary

imprisonment, by confining the convict in one of the

cells of the gaol, or house of correction, if there be
any such, and if there be not, then in the most retired

and solitary part of the prison, or house of correction
;

and during the time of such solitary confinement, the

convict shall be fed with bread and water only, unless

other food shall be necessary for the preservation of

his or her life ; and no intercourse shall be allowed
with such convict, except for the conveyance of food,

and other necessary purposes.

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted, T\mt the Keeper of the

gaol, or house of correction, to which such convict shall

be committed, shall, after the expiration of the term
of solitary imprisonment, furnish the convict with tools

and materials to work with, in any suitable manner,
in which his or her time can be usefully and profita-

bly employed, either in the gaol, or house of correc-

tion, or within the close yard thereof, in the day time ;

and such convict, when set to work in the yard, shall
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be confined with a log and chain, or in such other

manner as shall prevent his or her escape, without

unnecessarily producing bodily pain, or interrupting

his or her labor. And it shall be the duty of the

Sheriff in each county, to oversee the execution of all

such sentences, and to make such rules and regula-

tions, from time to time, as may best effect the pur- Rules and legr

poses of this act, and to cause the same to be duly'^'^''°"'"

executed ; and all such rules and regulations shall be
reported to the Circuit Court of Common Pleas, in

the county w^ithin vi^hich the gaol, or house of correc-

tion is situated, and to the Municipal Court, in the

town of Boston, respectively ; and may be repealed

and altered by the said Courts, as they shall see fi,t.

And it shall be the duty of the Keeper of such gaol,

or house of correction, to report to the said Courts re- Gaoiei> re-

spectively, at every session thereof, within his county, p°*^"

the names and condition of all such convicts in the

gaol, or house of correction, and the manner in which
they are treated and employed. And if any convict

shall, during the lime for which he or she is sentenced

to hard labor, refuse or neglect, without any reasona-

ble excuse therefor, to labor ih any suitable manner,
when tools and materials for that purpose are fur-

nished, as aforesaid, such convict shall, so long as he

or she shall so refuse or neglect to labor, be kept in

solitary imprisonment, and fed on bread and water

only, in the manner provided in the first section of

this act.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Keeper of

every gaol, or house of correction, to which any such

convicts shall be committed, shall cause to be kept a

true account of the labor of every such convict, and ofAccount of

the articles manufactured or produced by each, and'**^"^'*

all other proceeds of his or her labor ; and also of the

cost of the materials furnished to each convict, and of

all other charges and expenses attending the execution

of this act ; and he shall also cause to be sold, the

artie^les manufactured by each convict, or other pro-

duce of his or her labor, and keep a like account of

the proceeds of such sales ; all which accounts shall,

from time to time, be reported and presented to the

respective Courts above mentioned, in the county

S6
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within wliieb the gaol, or house of correction is situ-

ated. And if, at the expiration of the term for which
any such convict shall have been sentenced, it shall

appear that the proceeds of his or her labor have
been more than sufficient to pay for the cost of the

Bewaidoiia- materials with which he or she may have been fur-
^°'''

nished, and for his or her maintenance in the gaol, or

house of correction, and for all other charges and ex-

penses incurred, in keeping such convict confined, and
cmployejj in manner aforesaid, the residue of such

proceeds shall be paid over to such convict, for his or
Proviso. her own use : Provided, however, that the several

Courts aforesaid, if they see fit, at any time during the

confinement of such convict, when it shall appear to

them that the proceeds of his or her labor are more
than sufficient for the purposes aforesaid, may order

the residue of said proceeds, or any part thereof, to

be paid over to the use of the family of such convict,

if any he or she hare ; and in such case, the balance

only of such proceeds, if any remain at the time of the

discharge of such convict, shall be paid to him or her,

in manner aforesaid. And all charges and expenses
incurred in maintaining such convicts, and keeping
them employed, excepting such as maybe reimbursed
by the proceeds of their labor, as aforesaid, shall be
paid in like manner as the expenses and charges for

maintaining convicts in the State Prison, are now by
law payable ; the accounts of the Gaoler, or Keeper of

the house of correction, in that behalf, being first set-

tled and allowed by the several Courts aforesaid, in

the counties respectively in which the gaols, or houses

of correction are situated y and i]\<d said Courts are

hereby authorized to order such sums as may, from
time to time, be necessary, to enable the Oaoler, or

Keeper of the house of correction, to provide such

tools and materials, as aforesaid, to be advanced and
paid to him, out of the treasury of the county in which
the gaol, or house of correction, may be situated ; such

Gaoler, or Keeper of the house of correction, to be ac-

countable, in manner above mentioned, for the expen-
diture of the same, and to repay the amount thereof

into the said county treasury, out of the proceeds of

the labor of such convicts, or out of the monies re-
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ceived by him, in that behalf, from the treasury of

this Commonwealth.
Sfx. 4. Be it further enacted. That if any such

convict shall be unruly, or shall disobey any of the

regulations, established as aforesaid, for the govern-

ment of the convicts in the gaol, or house of correc-

tion, to which he or she is committed.it shall be law-

ful for the Sheriff of the county in which the gaol, or

house of correction may be, after due inquiry into the

circumstances of the case, to order such unruly or dis-

orderly convict to be kept in solitary imprisonment, Punisjjjment.

and to be fed on bread and water only, in the manner
provided in the first section of this act, for a term not

exceeding ten days, for every such offence. And ji

shall be the duty of the Gaol Keeper, or Keeper of

the house of correction, to furnish every such convict,

who may be capable and willing to read, with a copy
of the Bible, and with such moral and religious tracts,

as may be suited to their condition, when he can pro-

cure the same from any of the Bible Societies in the ni^^i. s mu\

Commonwealth, or from other well disposed persons
; ?„',.nS,e\^ p?;s.

and also to permit any Minister of the Cxospel, wlio""^'^

may be disposed to aid in producing the reformation

of such convicts, and to instruct them in their moral
and religious duties, to have access to them, when in

solitary imprisonment, and at all other times, when
not employed in labor, according to the provisions of

this act.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That when any gaol,

or house of correction, shall hereafter be erected in

any county, suitable apartments shall be made there-

in, for the purpose of solitary imprisonment ; and
yards shall be laid out, adjoiningt hereto, of sufficient r.ison raids..

dimensions, for the employment of all such convicts,

and enclosed with a fence, sufficiently high and strong
to prevent escapes, and to prevent all access to, oi*

intercourse with such convicts, by any persons from
without the prison. And it shall be the duty of the

Court of Sessions in every county in which there is

now a gaol, or house of correction, suitable for the con-

finement of such convicts, forthwith to order such yards
to be laid out, and enclosed as aforesaid, adjoining to

siich gaol; or house of correction : and any county,
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which shall, for the space of two years after such or-

der, neglect to make such yard and fence, according

to the provisions of this act, shall forfeit and pay, to

the use of the CoramonweaUh, the sura of five hundred
dollars ; and the like sum for every year afterwards,

during the continuance of such neglect ; to he recov-

ered on information or indictment before the Supreme
Judicial Court, when sitting within or for any adjoin-

ing county.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted. That whenever it

shall appear to the Court, at the time of passing such
sentence as aforesaid, that there is no gaol nor house
of correction in the county, in which the offence may
have been committed, suitable for the confinement of

ijoniovaiof such convict, according to the provisions of this act,
i.nsoiieis. such Court may order the sentence to be executed in

any neighboring county, in which there may be a gaol,

or house of correction, suited to that purpose ; and
every such convict shall be confined and kept at work
in the gaol, or house of correction, to which he shall

be so committed, in like manner, in all respects, as if

the sentence had been passed in the county in which
the gaol, or house of correction, is situated.

Sec. 7' Be it further enacted^ That if any convict,

sentenced as aforesaid, shall escape from prison, and
Aii;?inented shall bc tlicrcof duly couvictcd, before any Court com-
mMwaycou" petcut to try the same, he or she shall be punished by
vixxs. confinement to hard labor in and within the precincts

of the State Prison, in Charlestown, in the County of

Middlesex, for so much of the term, for which he or
she was originally sentenced, as may remain unexpir-
ed at the time of such second conviction ; and shall

also be further punished for such escape, by solitary

imprisonment for a term not exceeding sixty days, and
by confinement afterwards to hard labor for a term not
exceeding ten years, in and within the precincts of
the State Prison aforesaid.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That if any boy, un-
der the age of sixteen years, or any female, of whatso-

Connneinentof ever agc, shall be convicted of any offence, for which

males!*"
*^' the puuishment may, by law, be confinement to hard

labor for any term not exceeding three years, such
eonvict, not having been before sentenced to a like
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punishment, by any Court of this, or of any other of

the United States, he or she shall not be committed

for punishment to the State Prison, but shall suffer the

punishment of solitary imprisonment and confinement

to hard labor, if thereto sentenced, in tlie common
gaol, or house of correction, in the manner provided
in this act.

[Approved by the Governor, February 19, 1819.]

CHAP. CXXIV.

An Act making further provision for the punishment
ofRobbery, Manslaughter, and Felonious Assaults.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House
of Uepresentatives, in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That if any person shall

commit an assault upon another, and shall rob, steal,

and take from his person any money, goods, or chat-

tels, or any property, which may be the subject of Assault ami

larceny, such robber, being, at the time of committing !s£'by deaA

such assault, armed with a dangerous weapon, with
intent to kill or maim the person so assaulted and rob-

bed ; or if any such robber, being armed as aforesaid,

shall actually strike or wound the person, so assault-

ed and robbed ; every person so offending, and every

person present, aiding and abetting in the commission
of such felony, or who shall be accessory thereto be-

fore the fact, by counselling, hiring, or procuring the

same to be done and committed, and who shall be
duly convicted thereof, shall suffer the punishment of

death.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That if any person

shall commit the crime of manslaughter, and shall be Pimishmetit of

thereof duly convicted, every such offender shall be^
anbaugitei.

punished by solitary imprisonment, for such term, not

exceeding six months, and by confinement afterwards

to hard labor, for such term, not exceeding ten years,

as the Court, before whom the conviction may be^ shall


