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forward, under the direction of the Firewcards of said

town, and to use their best endeavors to extinguish and
prevent the spreading of any fire, which may happen
in said town, or in the vicinity thereof, and which shall

come to their knowledge, without delay ; and also to

use their best exertions for the preservation of all per-

sons and property which may be exposed to danger

thereby.

Sec. 4. lie itfurther enacted, That the persons who
may be appointed Firemen in pursuance of this act,

shall be, and tliey are hereby exempted from common Exemption,

and ordinary military duty, and from sei'\ing as Jurors,,

or in the office of Constable, during tiie time they may
be employed in the service aforesaid.

Sec. 5. Be it farther Enacted, That if any one, who
may be appointed, pursuant to the provisions of this

act, shall, in the opinion of such Selectmen, be negli-

gent or remiss in the duties required of him, as a Fire-

man, by this act, or by any rules and regulations which
may be prescribed and made in pursuance thereof, it

shall be the duty of such Selectmen, upon sufficient

evidence thereof, to discharge him from such company, Disciwrgc for

and from his office and duty, as a Fireman ; and there- "^^'^^^ °^ *"-^

upon to proceed and appoint another person in his

room, in the manner herein before directed.

[Approved by the Governor, Februry 7th, 1820.]

CHAP. CCXXX.

An Act to incorporate the Episcopal Churcli of Saint

Thomas, in Taunton.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
MepresentativeSj iii General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That Ichabod Leonard, Levi Persons incor-

Leonard, David Burt, James Burt, 2d, Oliver Dan- p°'""*^'^

forth, and Galen Hicks, together with such others as

have associated, or may hereafter associate with them,

and tlieir successors, with their polls and estates, be,
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and they hereby are incorporated into a society or

body politic, by tlie name of the Episcopal Church of

General pow- Saint Tliomas, in Taunton, with all the powers and
^^'

privileges, and subject to all the duties and restrictions

of other religious societies, according to the constitution

and laws of this Commonwealth, and the rights and
usages of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the

United States.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That if any other

person or persons, shall hereafter incline to associate

with the said Episcopal Church, in Taunton, and
Conditions of sliall Icave a certificate of the same, signed by the
toembership.

j^^ctor. Clerk, or Committee of said church, with the

Clerk of the town or parish, to which he or they may
respectively belong, he or they, with his or their polls

and estates, shall be considered as members of the

Episcoj)al Church aforesaid. And if any person or

Terms of seces- persons sliall hercaftcr see cause to leave the said
*'°"'

Episcopal Church of Saint Thomas, and unite with
any other religious society or parish, and sliall leave

with the Rector or Clerk, of the Episcopal Church
aforesaid, a certificate of the same, signed by the Min-
ister, Clerk or Committee of such other parish or reli-

gious society, with which he or they may have united,

he or they, with his or their polls and estates, shall be
discharged from said Episcopal Chuix:]!, and annexed
to the parish or society, with which he or they may
have united as aforesaid.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That said Episcopal
Church aforesaid, be, and they hereby are empowered

Society's funds, to ralsc aud establish a fund, the annual income or

interest of which shall not exceed the sum of two thou-

sand dollars ; and for this purpose, may take and hold,

by gift, grant, or otherwise, any estate, real or person-

al, arid manage, lease, sell and dispose of the same

;

the income and interest of which, or so much thereof

as shall be necessary, shall be appropriated and appli-

ed, at the discretion of the said society, to the support

of a Protestant Episcopal Priest or Priests, in said so-

ciety. And the Warden and Vestry of the said society,

for the time being, shall have the management of the

said fund and estate, pursuant to the votes of the said

society, and subject, at all times, to account with them.

Sec. 4. Be itfurther enacted, That the said society
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shall; at a meeting duly called for that purpose, elect a

Rector, whenever they shall think it expedient, who Rectorship

shall be inducted according to episcopal usage.

Sec. 5. Be it farther enacted, That the annual

meeting of the said society, shall be on Easter Mon-
day, at such hour and place, as the Wardens, for the

time being, shall direct and notify ; at which meeting,

the said society shall choose two Wardens, three or

five Vestry Men, a Treasurer, Clerk, and other neces- officei-s to be

sary officers, who shall continue in office one year, and*^^"^^""

until others are chosen and qualified ; and special

meetmgs may be called and notified in the same man-
ner, by the Wardens, as parish meetings are called

and notified by Parish Assessors or Committees.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer
of the said society shall give bond, with sureties, to

the satisfaction of the Wardens and Vestry, for the Treasurer to

faithful performance of his duties, in the penal sum of ^'^^ '^""'''

two thousand dollars, and shall receive the rents and
monies of the said society, and shall have the custody

of all leases, and other written evidence of contracts,

and debts due to them ; and he shall, annually, and
whenever required by the Wardens and Vestry, exhibit

to them, to be submitted to the society, a detailed ac-

count of all monies by him received and paid, and of

the state of said fund.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That all deeds of

pews in the church, which may be erected by the said

society, shall be recorded within three months after the Pews to b^ tc

same are executed, in the books of the Clerk of the ^'^**^'^'"^

said society, and need not be recorded in the office of

the Town Clerk, or Register of Deeds.
Sec. 8. Be it further enacted. That any Justice of

the Peace, for the County of Bristol, is hereby author-

ized, upon application of either of the persons named
in this act, to issue his warrant, requiring such person

applying as aforesaid, to notify a meeting of the mem-
bers of the Episcopal Church aforesaid, at such con- Fnst Weeim^-.

venient time and place, as shall be appointed in said

warrant, for the election of such officers and transacting

such other business as may be necessary, for the due
organization of said society.

[Approved by the Governor, February 7th, 1820. j


