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such person, shall be liable and subject to the same
penalties and forfeitures, to be prosecuted for, and re-

covered in the same manner as if such owner, occupant,

or tenant had knowingly allowed or permitted any un-

licensed person to sell any goods or chattels, by public

auction or outcry, in his said house or store, or in any
apartment or yard appurtenant thereunto.

Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted^ That the law of this

Commonwealth, which was passed on the fifteenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight

hundi'ed and fifteen, entitled, ^^ an act in addition to

an act, entitled an act to regulate the sale of goods at

public vendue, and to repeal all laws heretofore made
Former Acts for that purpose," shall not apply or be enforced with-
repeae

j^ ^j^^ Towu of Boston ; aud the same, so far as it

respects the said town, is hereby repealed.

[Approved by the Governor, February 21st, 1820.]

CHAP. CCLVIII.

An Act to regulate the Fishery in Taunton Great River.

Sec. 1. xSE it enacted hy the Senate and House of
Hepresentat'weSj in General Court assembled^ and hy

the authority of the sarne, That from and after the

passing of this act, it shall not be lawful for any person

Prohibiiion of or persons, except as is hereinafter provided, to catch
Fishing.

sliad and alewives, Avitli seines or nets, in Taunton
Great River, from the fifteenth day of March to the

first day of June, in each year
;
provided^ that it shall

and may be lawful for the inhabitants of the several

towns, situated on said river, to catch shad and alewives,

with seines or nets, in said river, Avith twelve seines or

nets only, in the manner following, to wit : the Towns
of Wellington, Dighton, Somerset, Freetown and Troy,
shall each have the right of disposing at public auction,

Saieofpiivi- for their own benefit, of the privilege of catching shad
^^^^' and alewives with one seine or net only ; the Towns

of Berkley and Raynham shall each have the right of
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disposing at public auction, for their own benefit, of the

privilege of catching shad and alewives, with two
seines or nets only ; and the Town of Taunton shall

have the right of disposing at public auction, for their

own benefit, of the privilege of catching shad and ale-

wives, with three seines or nets only, in the river afore-

said, for the time aforesaid ; and the purchaser or

purchasers of the privileges which shall be located in

the Towns of Raynham and Taunton shall not have a

right to sweep, with a seine or net, more than fifteen

rods in length ; and the Towns of Berkley and Wel-
lington, shall not have a right to sweep, with a seine

or net, more than twenty rods in length, and but four

days in each week, beginning at four o'clock on Mon- Time of Fish-

day morning and ending at four o'clock on Friday'"'

morning ; the purchaser or purchasers of the privilege

or privileges, which shall be located in the town of

Dighton, shall have a right to sweep, with a seine

or net, thirty rods in length, and no more, five days
in each week, beginning at four o'clock on Monday
morning and ending at four o'clock on Saturday morn-
ing ; and the purchaser or purchasers of the privilege

or privileges, which shall be located in either of the

Towns of Somerset, Freetown, or Troy, shall have
a right to sweep, with a seine or net, forty rods in

length, and no more, five days in each week, begin-

ning at four o'clock on Monday morning and end-

ing at four o'clock on Saturday morning : And pro-

vided, also, that each of the said towns shall, at a legal

meeting, betAveen the first day of September and the

last day of December, in each year, dispose and make
sale of, at public auction, for the next year, and so from
year to year, their privilege or privileges, of catching

shad and alewives, with seines or nets, in the river

aforesaid, for the time aforesaid, to such person or per
sons as shall offer the most for the same, and gi^ e

sufficient security for the payment of the purchase
money, at such time and in such manner as the respec-

tive towns shall order.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the several

purchasers of the respective privileges aforesaid, shall Locr.uonoi pi

select the place Avhere they intend to use their seine or
^''^^*^*

net for the purpose of catching shad and alewives, and
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shall file a certificate thereof, with the Clerk of the

town withiu which they have determined to exercise

their said privilege as aforesaid, on or before the first

day of March, in each year : Provided, that the privi-

lege which shall be purchased of the said Town of

Somerset, shall be exercised within the limits of said

town ; and the person or persons so purchasing and
locating the privileges aforesaid, shall have the right

to catch shad and alewives in the river aforesaid, for

the time aforesaid, and no other person.

Sec. 3. ^e itfurther enacted, That no purchaser of

a privilege, as aforesaid, shall make use of a seine or

net for the purpose aforesaid, at any other place in said

rivor, than the place so selected and certified as afore-

Sweepofnets. Said, during the time aforesaid; and no two seines

shall be located or swept within half a mile of Robin-
son's Bridge, so called, in Raynham ; and no seine or

net shall be swept more than forty rods on the bank of

said river ; and no two seines shall be allowed to be
swept within the same limits, on the same side of said

river ; and no person whatever, shall be permitted to

set any seine, net, weare, or other obstruction, in or

across said river, or any part thereof, or any waters

connected with said river, (Broad Cove, so called, in

Somerset, excepted,) for the purpose of taking shad or

alewives, or obstructing their passage along the said

river, during the time aforesaid.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That if any person

or persons, shall draw or sweep with any seine or net,

on any day or time, other than as before expressed, or

at any other place, than those selected and located as

aforesaid ; or shall on any day, or at any place, set

any seine or net, weare, or other obstruction, in or

across said river, or any part thereof, or any waters

connected with the same, (Broad Cove aforesaid, ex-

cepted,) with the intention to catch or destroy any of

Forfeitures, tlic fisli Called sliad, or alewives, within the time lim-

ited in the first section of this act, he or they shall

forfeit and pay fifty dollars for each and every such

offence, to be recovered by indictment or information,

to the use of the county, in which the offence shall be

committed, or by action of debt ; one half thereof, after

deducting all necessary expenses of the prosecution, to
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the use of him or them who shall prosecute or sue for

the same, and the other half to the use of the town in

which the offence shall be committed.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted^ That if any person
or persons shall be found sweeping, with any seine or
net, or if any seine or net shall be used by any person,

contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, it

shall and may ])e lawful for any Fish Wardens or In-

spectors, to be chosen by virtue of this act, or the law
regulating the fishery in the Town of Middleborough.
to seize and take such seine or net, and convert and
retain the same to his or their own use and benefit,

without any suit or process whatsoever ; and if pro-

secuted therefor, to plead the general issue, and give

this act in evidence, as though the same had been
pleaded specially.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the several

towns aforesaid, shall, at their annual meetings in the

month of March, or April, choose, by ])allot, tliree or

more suitable persons, being freeholders in said town. Fish Wardens

as P'ish Wardens, whose duty it shall be, jointly and ^'''^*"'"

severally, to see tiiat this act is enforced, and to prose-

cute for all breaches thereof; and each Fish Warden, so

chosen, shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his

duty : And the said Fish Wardens when sworn, are Duty of Fish

authorized to measure seines and nets, and to pursue
^^^"*'"*'

and execute the duties of their office in any place within

the towns aforesaid. And if any person, chosen a Fish
Warden, as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to be
sAvorn, as aforesaid, for tlie space of five days, after he
shall be duly notified of his election, as aforesaid, he
shall forfeit and pay a fine of ten dollars, to the use of

such town, to be recovered by action of debt, by the

Treasurer thereof, and such town shall proceed to a
new choice, and so on, as often as circumstances shall

require. And if any of the towns aforesaid, shall neglect

to choose Fish Wardens, as aforesaid, or to make sale

of their privileges aforesaid, within the time limited

therefor, according to the meaning of this act, such Fines on ion hw

town shall forfeit and pay a fine of one hundred dollars,

for the use of him or them, who shall prosecute for the

same.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That all the laws
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heretofore made for the regulation of the fishery in

, Taunton Great River, (except so far as respects the
Repeal of laws. Towu of Micldlcborough,) be, and the same are hereby

repealed : Provided, however, that any prosecutions

which have been, or may be commenced, for the recov-

ery of any forfeitures, incurred by virtue of the laws
hereby repealed, may be prosecuted to final judgment
and execution, in the same manner as if this act had
not been passed: »lnd, provided, also, that all contracts

made prior to the passing of tliis act, by any of the

towns aforesaid, respecting the fishery aforesaid, by
virtue, and in pursuance of the laws hereby repealed,

Proviso. shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, tliis act to

the contrary notwithstanding : And, jjrovided, further,

that the inhabitants of the respective towns aforesaid,

who have not already disposed of their privileges, as

aforesaid, for the present year, by virtue and in pursu-

ance of the laws hereby repealed, shall and may dis-

pose of the same, at any time before the first day of

March next.

[Approved by the Grovernor, February 21st, 1820.]

CHAP. CCLIX.

An Act for altering the time of holding the Court of

Sessions, within the County of Worcester.

JDE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That from and after the
Tune 01 holding passing of tMs act, the Court of Sessions, now by law,

appointed to be holden at Worcester, within and for

the County of Worcester, on the second Tuesday of

March, annually, shall be holden at Worcester afore-

said, on the fourth Tuesday of March, annually, any
law to the contrary notwithstanding.

[Approved by the Governor, February 15th, 1820.]


