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some public place, in the said Town of Livermore, no-

tify and call a meeting of said proprietors, to be liolden

in Livermore, at such convenient time and place, as

shall be expressed in said notification, ten days, at

least, before the time of meeting ; and the said pro-

prietors being then met, allowing one vote to each share,

(provided, no person shall be entitled to more than ten

votes,) shall proceed to choose a Clerk, who shall be

sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties of his office.

And the said proprietors may, at the same, or a sub-

aequent meeting, appoint such other officers as they Election of Ofs-

may deem necessary for conducting their business, and '^^"•

may also agree on a mode for calling future meetings,

and make and establish such rules and regulations as

they may judge necessary and convenient for executing

and completing the building the said bridge, for collect-

ing the toll, hereby granted, and for the prudent and
regular management of the affairs of the said corpora-

tion ; and the same rules and regulations may enforce, By-Laws.

and for the breach thereof, may order and demand fines

and penalties, not exceeding twelve dollars : Provided,

that said rules and regulations shall never be contrary

to the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth.
Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That if the said cor-

poration shall neglect, or refuse, for the term of seven

years, from the passing of this act, to build and com- Time for erect

plete the said bridge, then this act shall be void and of'"s J^"%«

no effect.

[Approved by the Governor, February 25th, 1820.]

CHAP. CCLXXXVI.

An Act to incorporate the Proprietors of Portsmouth
Bridge.

WHEREAS the State of New Hampshire, by
an act of the Legislature of the same, entitled ^^ an act

to incorporate the Proprietors of Portsmouth Bridge,"
which act was made and passed on the twenty eighth Preamble

day of June; in the year of our Lord, one thousand
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eight hundred and nineteen, did create and erect a cer-

tain body politic or corporate, for the purpose of build-

ing a bridge over Piscataqua River, between the Towns
of Portsmouth, in the State of New Hampshire, and
Kittery, in this Commonwealth ; and whereas Samuel
Leighton, and others, have petitioned the General
Court to grant their approbation and assent to the said

act of incorporation of the State of New Hampshire,
and to erect them into a body politic and corporate, so

that they, in concurrence w4th the corporation so creat-

ed, in the State of New Hampshire, may carry into

effect the great and valuable object aforesaid :

Sec. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
RepresentativesJ in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That Samuel Leighton,

Proprietors. Isaac Lyniau, John Hammond, Daniel Pierce, Mark
Dennett, Elislia Shapleigh, Elisha Bragdon, William
W. Fernald, and Edward Augustus Emerson, with

their associates, who are, or shall become proprietors

in said bridge, so long as they shall continue proprie-

tors thereof, shall be a body politic and corporate, for

the purpose aforesaid, by the name of the Proprietors

General pow- of Portsmoutli Bridge, with power to purchase and
'^''^" hold such estate as may be necessary to carry into ef-

fect the object of the said corporation, with full power,
likewise, to unite with the proprietors of Portsmouth
Bridge, aforesaid, in the State of New Hampshire, in

carrying the same into elTect ; and with all the powers
and privileges, and subject to all the liabilities incident

to corporations of a similar nature.

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted, That Samuel Leigh-

ton, Isaac Lyman, and Mark Dennett, or any two of

Fiisi Meeting them, may call a meeting of said corporation, by adver-

tisement, in the New Hampshire Gazette, to be holden

at any suitable time and place, after seven days from

the first publication of said advertisement ; and the

proprietors, by a vote of the majority of those present

at such meeting, shall choose a Clerk ; and at the same
or any subsequent meeting, may elect such other oflRcers

and establish all such rules and by-laws, as may be

Organization ofdeemed necessary, for the regulation and government
bociety.

^£ gjj^i^i corporation, and for carrying into effect the ob-

jects of the same
;

provided, said rules and by-laws,
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be not repugnant to the constitution and laws of this

Commonwealth.
Sec. 3. J3e it further enacted, That the proprietors

be, and hereby are permitted and empowered to erect

a bridge over Piscataqua River, between the ToAvns of Location.

Kittery or Eliot, in this Commonwealth, and Ports-

mouth, in the State of New Hampshire, in concurrence

with the proprietors of Portsmouth Bridge, in New
Hampshire, aforesaid.

Sec. 4. lie it further enacted, That for the purpose
of reimbursing said proprietors, a toll be, and hereby
Is granted and established, for the sole benefit of said

proprietors, according to the following rates, viz. : for Rates of Toil.

each foot passenger, four cents ; for each person and
horse, fifteen cents ; for each chaise, sleigh, or other

pleasure carriage, drawn by one horse, thirty cents

;

for each coach, chariot, sleigh, phaeton, or other plea-

sure carriage, drawn by two horses, sixty five cents
;

for each coach, sleigh, or other pleasure carriage, drawn
by four horses, eighty cents ; for each sled, sleigh, cart,

or other carriage of burthen, drawn by one horse, six-

teen cents ; for each cart, waggon, sled or sleigh, drawn
by two horses, or oxen, twenty five cents ; and for eacli

additional beast, five cents ; for neat cattle, or horses,

exclusive of those rode on, or in teams or carriages,

fifteen cents each ; for sheep and swine, two cents each.

And to each team, one person, and no more, shall be

allowed to pass free of toll. And, at all times, when
the toll gatherer shall not attend his duty, the gate

shall be left open. And the toll shall commence on
the day of opening the bridge for passengers, and shall

continue for the benefit of the said corporation forever

:

Provided, that in no case, shall the rates of toll, to be

demanded and received for passing the said bridge, be
greater than those which shall be established under
the authority of the incorporation, aforesaid, of the

State of New Hampshire : it being the intention of

this Legislature, that, under the concurrent powers of

the aforesaid corporations, one toll only, which shall Liin,tatio)i ui

never exceed the rates above established, shall be de-
'^'*^*

manded and taken by either or both of said corpora-

tions, for once passing the said bridge : Provided, also,

that after the term of twenty years^ the rates of toll
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shall be subject to be altered by law. And the pro-

prietors, aforesaid, shall, at the place where the said

toll shall be collected, erect and keep constantly expo-
sed to view, a sign or board, with the rates of toll fairly

and legibly written thereon. And the said corporation

may, if they see cause, commute the rate of toll with
any person or persons, or with any corporation, by
taking of him or them, a certain sum, annually, which
may be mutually agreed on, in lieu of the toll aforesaid.

And the said bridge shall be accommodated with, at

Bridge Lamps, least, eight lamps, which shall be well supplied with

oil, and be constantly lighted during the night time,

except when the moonlight may render it unnecessary.
Draw. Sec. 5. Be itfurther enacted. That a draw or hoist

in said bridge, shall be constructed over the channel of

said river, of sufficient width for vessels to pass and
repass freely ; and the said proprietors shall cause the

same to be hoisted or opened, without delay, for the

accommodation of all such vessels as may have occa-

sion to pass through the same, and for which the hoist-

ing or opening said draw, may be necessary.

Sec. 6. Be itfurther enacted, That unless the said

bridge be erected and finished within the term of nine

years, then this grant shall be void.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That after the said

toll shall commence, the said proprietors or corporation,

Indemnity. shall pay to Alexander Rice, Esquire, his heirs, ex-

ecutors or administrators, the sum of four thousand
dollars, together with interest, after one year, on the

same, from the commencement of the said toll ; which
said sum and interest, shall be paid out of the iirst pro-

ceeds of the bridge, by the toll collected thereon ; and
the payment of the same, shall be in full consideration

of the injury which may be sustained by the said Rice,

by the loss of the income of the ferry from Kittery to

Portsmouth ; which ferry is not to be used as a public

ferry, after the said bridge becomes passable, and while

it continues so. And if said sum, or interest thereon,

shall not be paid within one month from the time it

shall become due as aforesaid, and shall have been

demanded, then the said Rice, or his legal representa-

tives, may have his action of debt, or other action at

law, for the recovery thereof 5 and the corporate prop
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erty, rights, and franchises, of said corporation, may
be attached, on the original writ, and taken and sold,

on execution, for satisfying the judgment recovered,

with the costs of levying the said execution, and the

expenses of sale, in the same way and manner as is

now provided by law, for the sale of personal proper-

ty, taken on execution, excepting that ten days previous

notice of such sale shall be given in some public news-
paper, published in the Town of Portsmouth, in the

the State of New Hampshire, in addition to the notice

now required by law : Provided, however^ that when-
ever the said bridge shall cease to be passable, the

privilege of the ferry shall revert to the said Rice, his Reversion

heirs, or assigns, as fully, and in the same manner, as

if the said bridge had never been erected : Provided,

also, that nothing contained in this act shall be con-

strued to prevent the repairing or rebuilding of said

bridge, without paying any additional sum whatever,

for the income of said ferry.

[Approved by the Grovernor, February 25th, 1820.]

CHAP. CCLXXXVII.

An Act in addition to an Act, entitled " An Act relat-

ing to the Separation of the District of Maine from
Massachusetts Proper, and forming the same into a
Separate and Independent State."

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted hy the Senate and House of
Mepresentatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same. That the consent of the

Legislature of this Commonwealtli be, and the same is

hereby given, that the District of Maine may be form-

ed and erected into a Separate and Independent State,

upon the terms and conditions, and in conformity to

the enactments contained in an act, entitled ^^ an act

relating to the Separation of the District of Maine from
Massachusetts Proper, and forming the same into a
Separate and Independent State;'' whenever the Con-
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