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of Parsons, in the County of Essex, shall cease, and
the said town shall hereafter be called and known,
by the name of West Newbury, any law to the coa-

trary notwithstanding.

[Approved by the Governor, June 14th, 1820.]

CHAP. VIII.

An Act to incorporate the Proprietor* of the Essex

Canal.

porated.

Sec. 1. J>E it enacted by the Senate and House of
MepresentativeSf in General Court assembled^ and by

the authority of the same, That Jonathan Story, 4th,

Jacob Story, Parker Burnham, Junior, Jonathan Burn-
Persons iucor- ham, Jouathau Story, Benjamin Burnham, Junior, John

Dexter, Dudley Choate, Enoch Low, Winthrop Low,
Greorge Choate, Abel Story, David Story, Joshua
Low, Adam Boyd, Samuel Burnham, Francis Burn-
ham, Perkins Story, Jacob Burnham, Junior, Moses
Marshall, William Andrews, Junior, Joseph Choate,
Ebenezer Burnham, Junior, Epes Story, Nathan
Burnham, Robert Crowell, and Tristram Brown,
their associates, successors, and assigns, together with
all others who may hereafter associate with them, be,

and they are hereby made a Corporation, and body
politic, forever, by the name and style of the Proprie-

tors of the Essex Canal ; and by that name, may sue

and be sued, prosecute and be prosecuted, to final

judgment and execution ; and do, and suffer, all other

acts and things, which bodies politic may, and ought,

to do and suffer ; and the said Corporation shall have

power and authority to make, have and use a common
seal, and the same to break, alter and renew at plea-

sure.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That any three of

the persons above named, may call the first meeting of

said proprietors, to be held in some suitable place, by

General pow-
ers.
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posting up advertisements in the towns of Essex and
Ipswich, seven days, at least, prior to the time ap-

pointed for such meeting ; and the said proprietors, by First Meeting.

a vote of a majority of those present, accounting and
allowing one vote to each share, shall have power to

choose a Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be severally

sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties of their

respective offices ; which Clerk shall record this act,

and truly and fairly record all rules, regulations and
votes of said Corporation ; and the said Corporation officers to be

may, at the same, or any subsequent meeting, choose a ^
°^^""

President, and such other officers, agents, and servants,

and invest them with such power and authority as may
be found necessary for managing the business of said

Corporation, and agree upon a method of calling future Powers and ob-

.• 1 -, . , J -L-i* „ ligations of Offi-

meetings ; also have power to transact any business tor cers.

the benefit of said Corporation, and to assess and re-

cover reasonable fines and penalties of the members of

said Corporation, for any breach of such rules and
regulations, as they may adopt, not exceeding ten dol-

lars for any one breach
;
jjrovided, such rules and Proviso.

regulations shall not, in any case, be repugnant to the

constitution and laws of this Commonwealth.
Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted, That said Corpora-

tion shall have power to explore, mark, and lay out, a
parcel of marsh, two rods wide, across the marshes
from Fox Creek, so called, in Ipswich River, to Essex
River, in any direction, which may be most convenient

for them, by making the owners thereof a reasonable

compensation for the same, (which compensation, if

said owners and Corporation cannot agree upon, shall

be decided by three disinterested freeholders, living corporate pow-

within the vicinity of said marshes, one to be appoint-
"^"^^

ed by each party, and the third by those two, and the

cost to be paid equally by the parties,) through and
over which they may dig, make and complete a Canal,

of suitable depth and width, for the passage of boats

and rafts, drawing four or more feet of water, and to

make such locks and gates as may be convenient or

necessary, for the purpose of this act.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That if any person

or persons shall wilfully, maliciously, or contrary to

law, take up, remove, break down, dig under, or other-

57
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Fines for tres-

passes.

Division of

Shares.

wise injure any part of said Canal, or any work or

works connected with or appertaining to the same, or

any part thereof, such person or persons, for every

such offence, sliall forfeit and pay to said Corporation

treble such damages as said proprietors shall, to the

Justice, or Court and Jury, before whom the trial shall

be, make appear, that they have sustained, by means of

the said trespass, to be sued for, and recovered, with

costs, in any Court proper to try the same ; and such

offender or offenders shall further be liable to indictment

for such trespass or trespasses ; and on conviction there-

of, shall be sentenced to pay a fine, to the use of the

Commonwealth, of not less than ten dollars, nor more
than fifty dollars.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the stock and
property of said Corporation, shall be divided into

thirty shares, certificates of which shall issue under
the seal of said Corporation, and be signed by the Pre-

sident and Treasurer thereof ; and the said shares

shall be deemed and taken to be personal estate, and
may be transferred by indorsement ; and said transfers

shall be recorded by the Clerk of said Corporation ;

and the said Corporation may make assessments on
the shares, fer the purpose of effecting the object of

the Corporation ; Provided, however, that the whole
amount of the assessments on each share, after deduct-

ing the amount of all dividends, previously declared

thereon, shall not exceed the sum of twenty-five dol-

lars ; and in case the amount of twenty-five dollars

Assessments. SO assessed ou eacli share, will not supply the neces-

sary funds, the Corporation may raise the funds re-

quired, by selling any shares not subscribed for, or by
creating and selling any necessary number of shares,

over and above the said thirty. And if the proprietor

of any share or shares, shall neglect or refuse to pay
any assessment, for the term of thirty days after the

same hath become due, the share or shares on Avhich

there is a delinquency, may be sold at public auction,

notice of the time and place of sale being given by the

Treasurer of said Corporation, by posting up adver-

tisements thereof, in two or more public places, in the

towns of Essex and Ipswich, ten days, at least, pre-

vious to the time of such sale ; and the proceeds of

Proviso.

Delinquent

Shares sold.
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such sale shall be applied to the payments due on the

share or shares, so sold, with incidental charges ; and

the surplus, if any, shall be paid to the former owner,

or his legal representative, on demand ; and such sale

shall give a good and complete title to the purchaser

or purchasers, of such share or shares, and he shall

receive a new certificate thereof, which shall be re-

corded by the Clerk of said Corporation ; or the said

corporation may recover the amount of such assess- Assessments

ments, and interest, with costs, in an action of debt,
"^^^

in any Court having jurisdiction thereof, as they shall

elect and determine.

Sec. 6, Be itfurther enacted. That the said Cor-

poration shall be entitled to ask and receive, for their

sole benefit, of and from all rafts and boats, passing

through said Canal, fees or toll, not exceeding the

following rates, viz : For all rafts of timber, thirty Rates of Toll,

cents per ton ; for all rafts of sawed lumber, of one inch

thickness, seventy-five cents per thousand feet ; and
other sawed lumber, in proportion, according to its

thickness ; for every thousand shingles, twelve and
half cents ; for every cord of fire wood, fifty cents

;

and other lumber, such reasonable toll in proportion,

as the Corporation shall determine. For a gondola,

twenty cents per ton, on its capacity to carry ; for a

pair of freighting canoes, seventy-five cents ; for small-

er boats, fifty cents each ; for a sail boat, if over two

tons, twenty-five cents per ton ; and the said toll shall

commence as soon as said Canal shall be passable for

rafts and boats, and be collected as shall be prescribed

by said Corporation : Provided, however^ that the fees Proviso,

or toll, shall at all times hereafter, be subject to the re-

vision or alteration of the Legislature.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the

duty of said Corporation to make and keep in good
repair, at all times, a good and sufficient bridge, with Draw Bridge to

a draw, over said Canal, where the causeway now ^^^ ""^*^*'-

crosses the marsh, which may be taken for the same,

for the passage of teams and carriages, and every thing

else necessary for the public convenience, toll free.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That if the said

Corporation shall not complete a Canal, as aforesaid,

passable for rafts and boats, drawing four or more feet
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of water, within four years from and after the passing
of this act, the same shall be void.

[Approved by the Grovernor, June 15th, 1820.]

CHAP. IX.

An Act to incorporate the Trustees of the Ministerial

Fund, in the First Parish in West Springfield.

Sec. 1. JJE it enacted hij the Senate and House of
Hejpresentatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That Samuel Lathrop,
Persons incor- James Kent, and Justin Ely, all inhabitants of the
porated.

First Parisli in West Springfield, be, and they hereby
are constituted a body politic and corporate, by the

name of the Trustees of the Ministerial Fund, in the

First Parish in West Springfield ; and by that name
shall have perpetual succession ; may sue and be sued,

plead and be impleaded, may have a common seal,

and shall possess and enjoy such other powers and
privileges as are incident to corporations of a like

nature.

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted, That the said Trus-
tees shall have power to take and receive into their

hands and possession, the whole of the funds at pre-

sent belonging to said parish, and to sell the ministry

lands, or any part thereof, belonging to said parish,

General Pow- at sucli time, aud in such manner, as the inhabitants
^'^

of said parish shall authorize and direct, and to make
and execute deeds thereof to the purchasers ; and may
receive and hold such further subscriptions, donations,

grants, bequests, and devises as may hereafter be
made to them, or to the inhabitants of said parish ; the

interest of which fund shall be forever appropriated

annually towards the support of such Congregational

Minister as shall or may from time to time be ordained

over the church and society in said parish ;
provided^

however, the annual income of said fund shall not ex-
rroviso. ceed twelve hundred dollars ; and provided also, that


