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Justice, in any matter of law, in the same manner as

is provided in suits at common law. And all acts and
laws, heretofore passed, relating to the subjects herein
provided for, so far as they are repugnant to, or incon-
sistent with the provisions of this act, are hereby re-

pealed : Provided, nevertheless, that this act shall not
take effect in the Counties of Barnstable, Dukes' Coun-
ty, and Plymouth, except in relation to the law term
for those counties, until the year one thousand eight

hundred and twenty-one ; bat that the terms of the said
Court shall be holden for those counties in the month
of October next, in the same manner as if this act had
not passed.

[Approved by the Governor, June 16th, 1820.]

CHAP. XV.

An Act relating to the calling of a Convention of Del-

egates of the People, for the purpose of Revising

tlie Constitution.

Sec. 1. IjK it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled^ and by

the authority of the same, That the inhabitants of the

several towns, districts, and places within this Com-
monwealth, qualified to vote for Senators or Repre- Qualification of

sentatives in the General Court, shall assemble in reg-
^'^^^"•

ular town meetings, to be notified in the usual manner,
on the third Monday in August next, and shall, in

open town meeting, give in their votes, by ballot, on
this question: "Is it expedient, that Delegates should Question of

be chosen, to meet in Convention, for the purpose of ^°'^^-

revising, or altering the Constitution of Government of

this Commonwealth ?" And the Selectmen of the said

towns and districts, shall, in open town meeting, re-

ceive, sort, count, and declare, and the Clerks thereof

shall, respectively, record the votes given for and
against the measure ; and exact returns thereof shall
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be made out, under the hands of a majority of the Se-
lectmen, and of the Clerk, who shall seal up, and
deliver the same to the Sherift' of the county, within
one week from the time of meeting, to be by him trans-

Votes to be re. mitted to the office of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, on or before the second Monday in September
next ; or the Selectmen may themselves transmit the

same to said office, on or before tlie da^^ last mentioned

;

and all returns not then made, shall he rejected in the

counting. And the Governor and Council shall open
and examine the returns, made as aforesaid, and count

the votes given on the said question ; and the Grovernor

shall, by public proclamation, to be made on or before

the third Monday in said montli of September, make
Declaration of kuowu the rcsult, by declaring the number appearing

in favor of choosing Delegates for the purpose afore-

said, and the number of votes appearing against the

same : And if it shall appear, that a majority of the

votes given in, and returned as aforesaid, are in favor

of choosing Delegates as aforesaid, the same shall be
deemed and taken to be the will of the people of the

Commonwealth, that a Convention should meet ac-

cordingly ; and in case of such majority, the Governor
Election ofDel- shall Call upou tlic people to elect Delegates to meet
egates.

^^ Couveutiou, iu the manner hereinafter provided.

Sec. 2. Be it/wither enacted, That if it shall be
declared by the said proclamation, that the majority

of votes as aforesaid, is in favor of choosing Delegates,

as above mentioned, the inhabitants of the several towns
and districts within the Commonwealth, now entitled

to send one or more Representatives to the General
Terms of Eiec- Court, shall, ou ^he third Monday in October next,

assemble in town meeting, to be duly notified by
warrant from the Selectmen, and shall elect one or

more Delegates, not exceeding the number of Repre-
sentatives to which such town is entitled, to meet Del-
egates from other towns in Convention, for the purposes
hereinafter expressed : And at such meeting of the

inhabitants, every person entitled to vote for Repre-
sentatives in the General Court, shall have a right to

vote in the choice of Delegates ; and the Selectmen
shall preside at such elections; and shall, in open
meeting, receive, sort, count, and declare the votes.
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and the Clerk shall make a record thereof, fair copies

of whichj attested by the Selectmen and Clerk, shall

be seasonably delivered to each person chosen a
Delegate as aforesaid. And all laws now in force,

regulating the duty and conduct of Town Officers,

Sheriffs, Magistrates, and Electors, in the elections of
Grovernor, Lieutenant Grovernor, Counsellors and Sen-
ators, and Representatives, shall, as far as applicable,

apply and be in full force and operation as to all meet-
ings holden, and elections and returns made under
this act, or which, by this act, are required to be
holden or made, and upon the like forfeitures and
penalties.

Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted^ That the persons so

elected Delegates, shall meet in Convention, in the
State House, in Boston, on the third Wednesday in

November next; and they shall be the judges of the Powers of Dei-

returns and election of their own members, and may*"'^^®""

adjourn from time to time, and one hundred of the

persons elected, shall constitute a quorum for the

transaction of business ; and they shall proceed as

soon as may be, to organize themselves in Convention,

by choosing a President, and such other officers as

they may deem expedient, and by establishing proper
rules of proceeding ; and when organized, they may
take into consideration the propriety and expediency
of making any, and if any, what, alterations or amend-
ments in the present Constitution of Government of the

Commonwealth ; and such amendments, when made
and adopted by the said Convention, shall be submit-

ted to the people for their ratification and adoption, in Doings submit-

such manner as the said Convention shall direct ; and p^g
"^ *-^^ ^^°'

if ratified by the people in the manner directed by the

said Convention, the Constitution shall be deemed and
taken to be altered or amended accordingly ; and if

not so ratified, the present Constitution shall be and
remain the Constitution of Government of this Com-
monwealth.

Sec. 4. Be itfurther enacted^ That the said Con-
vention shall establish the pay or compensation of its Pay of Deie-

officers and members, and the expense of its session ;
^^'^"

and His Excellency the Governor, by and with the
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advice and consent of tlie Council, is authorized to

draw his warrant on the Treasurer therefor.

Sec. 5. Be itfurther enacted, That the Secretary

of the Commonwealth, be, and he hereby is directed,

forthwith, after the passage thereof, to transmit printed

Proclamation copies of this act, to the Selectmen of every town and

DeiegaTes"^ district withiu the said Commonwealth ; and whenever

the Governor shall issue his proclamation, calling upon
the people to elect Delegates, to meet in Convention,

as aforesaid, the said Secretary shall also, immediately

thereafter, transmit printed copies of said proclamation,

attested by himself, to the Selectmen of every town
and district in said Commonwealth.

[Appi'oved by the Grovernor, JUne 16th, 1820.]

CHAP. XVI.

An Act to exempt Students from Military Duty.

JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Mepresentatives, in General Court assembled^ and by

the authority of the same, That from and after the

passing of this act, all Students of Incorporated Acad-
emies, within this Commonwealth, while actually at-

tending the same, except such Students as belong to

the town in which such Academy is situated, are here-

by exempted from performing military duty, any thing

in the act, passed on the sixth day of February, in the

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ten,

entitled, "an act for regulating, governing and training

the militia of this Commonwealth," to the contrary

notwithstanding.

[Approved by the Grovernor, June 16th, 1820.]


