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reason of the falling of the water in said river, there

shall not be more than twelve inches of water above

said mud sill, the said passage way may, with the

advice and consent of the Fish Wardens of the Towns
of Chelmsford and Tewksbury, given in writing, be
diminished in proportion to the depth of the water

;

provided, however, that it shall never be reduced to a

less breadth than five feet, from the abutment, on the

west side.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That so long as the

owner, occupant, or person upholding said dam, shall

cause to be made and kept, a sluice or passage way,
for fish, through the said dam, of the dimensions and
constructions aforesaid, according to the true intent and
meaning of this act, he shall not be liable to any pen- penalty,

alty or prosecution by force of any act relative to the

obstruction of the passage of fish, up and down said

river.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That no person shall

be permitted to obstruct the free passage of fish, dur-

ing the aforesaid months of April and May, by taking Taking luh,

them in any manner, at the said passage way.
Sec. 4. Be it further enacted. That this act shall

continue in force for the term of ten years, and no
lonsrer.

[Approved by the Governor, January 24th, 1821.]

CHAP. XXXIX.

An x^ct to incorporate the First Baptist Society, in

Sheffield.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That Butler Ives, Silas persons incorpe

Smith, Calvin Bryant, Lemuel Sparks, with their
'^*^*"^'

associates and successors, be, and they hereby are in-

corporated, for religious purposes only, into a society,
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by the name of the First Baptist Society, in SheflBeld,

with all the powers, privileges and immunities, to

Powers and priv- which other relisious societies are entitled by the con-

stitution and laws of this Commonwealth : And said

corporation is hereby authorized and empowered to

take, purchase and hold, all real and personal estate,

necessary and convenient for the purposes aforesaid :

Proviso. Provided, that the income of the whole estate of the

said corporation, exclusive of the meeting house, and
land under the same, shall not exceed two thousand
dollars.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That said society

be, and the same is hereby authorized, at a meeting
Money to be rais- held for the purpose, to raise such sums of money as

it may think needful for the support of public worship,

building and repairing meeting houses, and other pur-

poses, incident to the authority given by this act, by
an equal assessment upon all the pews and seats in

any meeting house which may hereafter belong to it.

And if any proprietor of any pew or seat, shall neglect

or refuse to pay any assessment which may be made
upon his pew or seat, within one year from the time

he shall be notified thereof, the Treasurer of said so-

ciety may sell at public auction, all the right and
Delinquent's luterest sald delinquent proprietor may have in any
Pews to be sold. , n, • • t f ,• i> ji ±' t

seat or pew, alter giving public notice oi the time and
place of sale, at least fourteen days previous thereto,

by notifications in writing, posted at all the doors of

the meeting house of said society ; and after deducting

the amount of the assessment, with legal interest there-

on, from the time it became due, and all costs and
charges, the said Treasurer shall pay the balance, if

any, over to said delinquent proprietor : And said

Treasurer is hereby authorized and empowered, upon
the sale aforesaid, to execute and deliver a deed of

conveyance to the purchaser thereof, which shall be

valid in law.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That said society

may make and establish such regulations, rules, and
By-laws. by-laws for its government, and the management of its

concerns, as may be thought fit; provided, the same
be not repugnant to the laws of this Commonwealth.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of
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the Peace for the County of Berkshire, be, and he is

hereby authorized to issue his warrant to some mem-
ber of said society, requiring him to warn the members
thereof, to meet at such convenient time and place as First Meeting.

shall be therein directed, to choose a Moderator,
Clerk, and Treasurer, and such other oificers as they

may think needful ; and the Moderator so chosen, and
the Moderators chosen at all future meetings, shall

have authority to administer the oath of office to the

Clerk, and all other officers, of whom an oath is re-

quired by law.

[Approved by the Governor, January 26th, 1821.]

CHAP. XL.

An Act to incorporate the German Charitable Society.

Sec. 1. 15E 2^ enacted by the Senate and House of
Mepresentatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same. That Charles F. Kupfer, persons incorpo.

John G. Plomboeck, John Federhen, William Henss,
"'*"'

Casper Grenier, and their associates, be, and they are

hereby erected into a body politic and corporate, by
ilie name of the German Charitable Society, for the

relief of indigent and distressed Germans, their wid-

ows and children; and by that name shall have per-

petual succession, with power to have a common seal,

and to make contracts relative to the objects of the

society ; to sue and be sued, and to make by-laws and Rules and regu-

orders for the regulation of said society, and for the'''*"""'

preservation and application of the property thereof;

provided, that the same be not repugnant to the consti-

tution and laws of this Commonwealth ; and to take,

hold and possess any estate, real or personal, by gift,

grant, purchase, devise, or otherwise ; and the same to

sell, alienate and exchange, for the sole benefit of said

cov\mriiiion; provided, that the value of the real estate May how real es-

shall not exceed twenty thousand dollars, and the an-
****'

nual income of the whole corporate property shall not

exceed five thousand dollars.


