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purpose of said meeting; at which time, the maimer of
calling future meetings shall be determined.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. That at said meet-
ing, the members of said society shall have power to

General powers, malvc aud establish all such rules and regulations, and
appoint such officers for said society, as may be neces-

sary to carry the same into effect ; also to grant such
sums of money, and order assessments thereof, or to

raise money by taxing the pews of the meeting house,

or by renting them out, as may be necessary and ex-

pedient for the support of public worship, and other

incidental charges.

[Approved by the Governor, February 9th, 1821.]

CHAP. XLVII.

An Act further regulating the Storage, Safe Keeping,

and Transportation of Gunpowder, in the Town of

Boston.

Sec. 1. ilE if enacted by the Senate and House of
Mepresentatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That no person, except on
military duty in the public service of the United States,

or of this Commonwealth, shall keep, have or possess,

in any house, warehouse, shop, or other building, nor

in any street, lane, alley, passage way, yard or cellar,

nor in any waggon, cart or other carriage, nor on any
wharf, nor on board of any ship or other vessel, with-

in two hundred yards of any wharf, or of any part of

the shore or the main land, nor in anyplace within the

Town of Boston, gunpowder in any quantity exceeding

five pounds, in any way or manner, other than by this

act, and by the rules and regulations hereinafter men-
tioned, may be permitted and allowed. And all gun-

powder had, kept or possessed, contrary to the provis-

ions of this act, and of such rules and regulations, shall

Lkbiiitytoseiz- be forfeited, and liable to be seized and proceeded

against in the manner hereinafter provided.
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Sec. 2. Be it further enactedj That it shall not be
lawful for any person or persons to sell any gunpow-
der, which may at the time be within the Town of Bos-
ton, in any quantity, by wholesale or retail, without first

having obtained from the Firewards of said town, a
license to sell gunpowder ; and every such license Licenses,

shall be written or printed, and duly signed by said

Firewards, or by their Secretary, authorized for that

purpose, on a paper, upon which shall be written or
printed, a copy of the rules and regulations by them
established relative to keeping, selling, and transport-

ing gunpowder within the said town ; and every suck
license shall be in force for one year from the date
thereof, unless annulled by the Firewards, and no
longer ; but such license may, prior to the expiration

of that term, be renewed by endorsement thereon by the

said Firewards, or by their Secretary, for a further

term of one year ; and so from year to year
;
provided,

always, that the said Firewards may annul and rescind

any such license, if, in their opinion, the person or

persons licensed, have forfeited the right of using the

same, by disobeying the law, or infringing any rules

or regulations established by said Firewards. And
every person who shall receive a license to sell gun-
powder as aforesaid, shall pay for the same the sum
of five dollars ; and every person^, on having a license Fees for license*.

renewed, shall pay therefor the sum of one dollar,

which sums shall be paid to the Secretary of the Fire-

wards, for their use, for the purpose of defraying the

expenses of carrying this act into execution.

Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted, That the Firewards
of the Town of Boston be, and they are hereby au-

thorized and empowered to make and establish rules

and regulations, from time to time, relative to the times

and places at which gunpowder may be brought to, or

carried from said town, by land or by water, the times

when, and manner in which the same may be trans-

ported through said town ; to direct and regulate the

kind of carriages, boats and other vehicles, in which
the same may be so brought to, carried from and trans-

ported through said town ; to direct the manner in

which gunpowder may be kept by licensed dealers Manner of keep-

and other persons ; and to direct and require all such '"° ^'"'"^ ^*°

64
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precautions as may appear to them needful and salu-

tary, to guard against danger in the keeping of gun-

powder, and in the transportation thereof to, from and
through the ToAvn of Boston.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That any person or

persons who shall keep, have, or possess any gun-

powder within the Town of Boston, contrary to the

provisions of this act, and to the rules and regulations

made as aforesaid, or who shall sell any gunpowder
therein, without liaving a license therefor, then in force

or contrary to the conditions of the said license, or the

rules and regulations made as aforesaid, shall forfeit

Penalties. and pay a fine of not less than one hundred dollars,

and not exceeding five hundred dollars, for each and
every oifence ; and if any gunpowder, kept contrary

to tlie provisions of this act, shall explode in any shop,

store, dwelling house, ware house, or other building,

or in any place in said town, the occupant, tenant or

owner of which has not then a license in force to keep
and sell gunpowder therein, or which gunpowder shall

have been kept, in any manner contrary to the terms

and conditions of such license, or to the rules and reg-

ulations established as aforesaid, such occupant, tenant

or owner, shall forfeit and pay a fine of not less than

five hundred dollars, and not exceeding one thousand

dollars ; one moiety of the sums which may be so forfeit-

ed, shall accrue to the use of the poor of the Town of

Boston, and the other moiety to the use of any person

or persons who shall prosecute and sue for the same

;

which forfeitures may be recovered by action of the

case, in any court proper to try the same.

Sec. 5. Be itfurther enacted. That all gunpowder,
wliich shall be kept, had or possessed, within the Town
of Boston, or brought into, or transported through the

same, contrary to the provisions of this act, and to the

Seizures. rules and regulations made as aforesaid, may be seized

and taken into custody by any one or more of the

Firewards of said town, and the same shall, within

twenty days next after the seizure thereof, be libelled,

by filing in the office of the Clerk of the Municipal

Court of the Town of Boston, a libel, stating the time,

place and cause of such seizure-; a copy of which libel,

or the substance thereof, together with a summons or
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notice, which such Clerk is hereby authorized to issue,

shall be served on the person or persons, from whose

custody or possession, or in whose tenement such gun-

powder shall have been seized, if such person be an

inhabitant of this Commonwealth, by delivering a copy

thereof to such person or persons, or leaving such copy

at his, her, or their usual place of abode, fourteen days

at least, before the sitting of the court, at which the

same is to be heard ; that such person or persons may xmi of offences.

appear and shew cause why the gunpowder so seized

and taken, should not be adjudged forfeit. And if the

gunpowder so seized shall be adjudged forfeit, the

person or persons, in whose custody or possession the

same was seized, or the occupant or tenant of the place

wherein the same was so seized, shall pay all costs of

prosecution, and execution shall be issued therefor

;

provided, it appear to the court, that such person or Proviso.

persons had notice of such prosecution by service as

aforesaid ; and in case the person or persons in whose
custody or possession, or in whose tenement such gun-

powder may be seized, shall be unknown to the Fire-

ward or Firewards making such seizure, or in case

such gunpowder, at the time of seizure, may not be in

the custody or possession of any person, or if it shall

appear by the return of the officer, that such person

cannot be found, or has no place of abode in this Com-
monwealth, then the said court shall, and may proceed

to adjudication thereon. And such libel or summons,
and also such writ of execution for costs, shall, and
may be served and executed in any county in this

Commonwealth, and by any officer competent to ex-

ecute civil process in like cases.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That any person or

persons, who shall rescue or attempt to rescue any gun-

powder seized as aforesaid, or who shall aid or assist

therein, or who shall counsel or advise, or procure the

same to be done, or who shall molest, hinder, or ob-

struct any Fireward in such seizure, or in carrying Fines,

.gunpowder so seized to a place of safety, shall forfeit

and pay a fine for each offence, of not less than one

hundred dollars, and not exceeding five hundred dol-

lars ; to be sued for and recovered by action of the

case; by any person or persons who shall sue for the
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same, in any Court proper to try the same ; and it is

hereby made the duty of all magistrates, civil officers,

and of all good citizens of said town, in their respective

stations, and as far as they may be required, to aid and
assist such Fireward or Firewards in executing the

duties hereby required.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted^ That the said P'irc-

wards, or any of them, may enter the store or place of

any person or persons, licensed to sell gunpowder, to

examine and ascertain whether the laws, rules and
regulations relating thereto, are strictly observed, and
also whenever there shall be an alarm of fire ; and in

such last case may cause the pow der there deposited

Removal of pow- to bc Tcmoved to a place of safety, or to be destroyed

by wetting or otherwise, as the exigency of the case

may require ; and it shall be lawful for any one or

more of the Firewards of said town, to enter any dwell-

ing house, store, building, or other place, in the Town
of Boston, to search for gunpowder, which they may
have reason to suspect to be concealed or unlawfully

kept therein, first having obtained from some Justice

of the Peace for the County of Suffolk, a search war-

rant therefor, which warrant the Justices of the Peace
for said county are hereby respectively authorized to

issue upon the complaint of such Fireward or Fire-

wards, supported by his or their oath.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That any person who
shall suffer injury by the explosion of any gunpowder,
had, kept or transported, within the Town of Boston,

contrary to the provisions of this act, and of the rules

and regulations established as aforesaid, may have an
action of the case in any court proper to try the same,

Redress for inju- against the owner or owners of such gunpowder, or

against any other person or persons who may have

had the possession or custody of such gunpowder, at

the time of the explosion thereof, to recover reasonable

damages for the injury thus sustained.

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the

duty of the FircAvards of the Town of Boston, to cause

all such rules and regulations, as they may make and
establish by virtue of the authority given by tins act,

to be published in two or more newspapers printed in

the Town of Boston, and to cause such publication to
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be continued three weeks successively, for the infor-

mation and government of all persons concerned.

Sec. 10. Be itfurther enacted, That all fines, pen-

alties and forfeitures which may arise. and accrue under

the provisions of this act, shall, and may be prosecuted

for, and recovered, either in the manner herein before Recovery of fines

specially provided, or by indictment, complaint or in-

formation, in any court proper to try the same. And
this act shall be taken and deemed to be a public act,

of which, all courts, magistrates and citizens are bound
to take notice as such ; and in any libel, action, indict-

ment, information or complaint upon this act, it shall

not be necessary to set forth any more of the same, than

so much thereof as relates to, and may be necessary

truly and substantially to describe the offence alleged

to have been committed.

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That all fines, pen-

alties and forfeitures which shall be recovered by force,

of this act, and which are not otherwise appropriated,

shall accrue and enure, one half to the poor of the Towl
of Boston, to be paid over to the Overseers of the Poorsistiibmionof

thereof, and one half to the Firewards of said town;

provided, however, that whenever on the trial of any

prosecution, under this act, any one or more of the said

Firewards shall be sworn and examined as a witness

or as witnesses therein, record shall be made in court;

and in that case, the whole of such fine, penalty and

forfeiture, shall accrue and enure to the*poor of the

Town of Boston, and be paid over as aforesaid.

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted, That this act shall

take effect and be in force from and after the passing

thereof, and that all acts and parts of acts heretofore

passed, w hich come within the purview of this act, and

which are inconsistent with, or repugnant to the pro-

visions of this act, be, and the same are hereby repeal-

ed; ^provided, however, that the same shall continue in Repeal of former

force for the purpose of prosecuting all offences which

may have been committed prior to the passing of this

act, in the same manner, to all intents and purposes,

as if the same had not been repealed : And jrravided, Proviso.

further, that all rules ahd regulations made and estab-

lished by the Firewards of Boston, under and by virtue

of the provisions of such former acts, shall continue to
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have the same force and effect, until altered or annulled
by said Firewards, as if this act had not been passed.

[Approved by the Governor, February 9th, 1821.]

Former act re-
pealed.

CHAP. XLVin.

An Act relative to Fishery in the Towns of Charles-

town and Medford.

JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representativesf in General Court assembled^ and by
the authority of the same, That an act passed on the

tenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixteen, entitled ^^an act

^o authorize the Towns of Charlestown and Medford
io sell the privilege of taking *shad and alewives in the

waters situate between those towns,'' be, and the same
is hereby repealed.

[Approved by the Governor, February 12tli, 1821.]

Trustees to fix

bounds.

CHAP. XLIX.

An Act in addition to an Act for the Encouragement of

Agriculture and Manufactures.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That the several Agricul-

tural Societies incorporated, and which hereafter may
be incorporated within this Commonwealth, shall be,

and hereby are authorized and empowered by their

Trustees, or other officers, by them designated for the

purpose, to define and fix bounds and limits of suffi-

cient extent for the erection of their cattle pens and


