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dec! ill the third section of this act, and the same stipu-

lations and securities entered into, for the delivery and
payment of these articles, and doing the truckage.

Sec. 5. Be itfurther enacted^ That such part of the

convicts, who are not employed in laboring for account

of the prison, shall annually, be let to contractors, for

the term of one year, to begin from the first of April;

and that notice shall be given, by advertising in the

same manner, as is provided in the third section of

this act, that all persons may apply at the prison, to

receive information regarding the prisoners, and the

work they can perform ; and sealed tenders shall then

be received for any number of them, to be employed Employment or

in such labor as the contractor may prefer, subject to^"**"*^"'

the regulations established for the government of the

prison; the contractors shall give bond for the pay-

ment of the hire, in equal quarterly payments: And
no officer of the prison shall ever be concerned, direct-

ly or indirectly, in any contract for. the hire of the

convicts, under pain of dismission from his office : pro-

vided, that nothing in this act shall go to destroy the

fulfilment of any contracts heretofore entered into, on
account of the prison.

Sec. 6. Be itfarther enacted, That the State shall

have a preferent claim over all other creditors, for any claims of state.

debts arising out of these contracts.

[Approved by the Governor, February 23d, 1822.}

CHAP. CIX.

An Act to regulate the Administration of Justice within

the County of Suffolk, and for other purposes.

Sec. 1. IJE it enacted hy the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same. That the Town of Chelsea

shall continue to be a part of the County of Suffolk,

for all purposes relating to the administration of jus-
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Police Court.

Daily sessions.

tice, as though tliis act had not been passed ; excepting
that the Town of Chelsea shall not be liable to taxa-
tion for any county purposes, until the Legislature
shall otherwise order; and excepting also, as herein
after provided, concerning the jurisdiction of Justices

Judicial connex- of the Pcace. That the Court of Common Pleas in

the County of Suffolk, shall have jurisdiction in all

matters and things, which, in relation to the Town of

Chelsea, or the inhabitants thereof, were cognizable
by the Court of Sessions in the County of Suffolk,

before the passing of this act.

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted, That there shall be,

and hereby is established within and for the City of

Boston, a Police Court, to consist of three learned,

able, and discreet persons, to be appointed and com-
missioned by the Governor, pursuant to the constitu-

tion, and the senior Justice shall preside in said Court;
and a Court shall be held daily, at nine o'clock in the

forenoon, and at three o'clock in the afternoon, by some
one or more of said Justices ; and at any other times

Recognizances, whcu ueccssary, to take cognizance of all crimes, of-

fences, and misdemeanors, whereof Justices of the

Peace may take cognizance by law; and of all offen-

ces which may be cognizable by one or more of said

Justices, according to the by-laws, rules, and regula-

tions which may be established by the proper autho-

rity of the City of Boston. And the Court hereby
constituted, shall hear and determine all suits, com-
plaints, and prosecutions, in like manner as is by law
provided, for the exercise of the powers and authority

which are, or may be vested in Justices of the Peace;
and do all such acts necessary to, or consistent with,

such powers and authority, reserving to any party ag-

grieved, an appeal, in like manner as appeals may be

claimed in all other cases : Provided, always, that no
one of said Justices shall be of counsel, or attorney, to

any party, in any matter or thing whatsoever, which
may be pending before said Justices, or either of them.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That all warrants

issued by said Justices, or either of them, or by any
Justice of the Peace within the City of Boston, shall

be made returnable, and be returned, before the said

Police Court: Provided, always^ that no process re-

Powers of the
Court.

Appeals.

Bcturns of war
rants.
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turnable before a Justice of the Peace residing in said

Town of Chelsea, except for causes of complaint ari-

sing in Chelsea, shall be served within the City of

Boston. And if any warrant shall be issued by any
Justice of the Peace, who is not one of the Justices of

the said Police Court, the lawful fees payable there-

for, shall not be paid nor allowed, unless, on the ex-

amination or hearing before said Police Court, it shall

appear to said Court, that there was just and reasona-

ble cause for issuing said warrant; in which case, such
fees, costs, and charges, shall be allowed and taxed, costs, &c.

in like manner, as though said warrant had been issu-

ed by a Justice of the Peace, according to the law now
in force.

Sec. 4. Be itfurther enacted, That the said Justices

of said Court shall severally receive, in full compensa-
tion for all services herein before assigned to them,
such salary, annually, payable out of the treasury of salaries.

the City of Boston, as the City Council shall fix and
determine, payable quarter yearly;—the said annual
salary shall include, and be payment in full, not only
for the services rendered by the said Justices, in all

prosecutions, suits, and complaints, but also in full for

all other services required of them by this act, except-

ing when acting as members of the Board of Accounts,
as herein after provided for.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That there shall be
a Clerk of said Police Court, to be appointed andcieikofPoUce.

commissioned by the Gfovernor, with the advice of

Council, and removable by the same authority, whose
duty it shall be to attend every Court held by the said

Justices of the said Police Court, or either of them,
and to record all proceedings therein had, and to

make out all warrants and processes, which the said

Justices, or either of them, may order ; to tax all bills

of cost, and receive fines, penalties, and costs; and to Account of ites.

exhibit, quarter yearly, to the Board of Accounts,

herein after established, a particular account of all

sums of money by him received as such Clerk, and
shall pay over all sums by him so received, to the

City Treasurer, immediately after his accounts shall

liave been examined and certified by said Board of

Accounts ; and the accounts so exhibited, from time to
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time, shall be recorded by the City Treasurer, in a

book to be by him kept for that purpose, when the

same, with the certificate of allowance thereof, by said

Board, shall be exhibited to him by said Clerk, and

the said accounts shall be filed and safely kept by

said Treasurer. That the said Clerk shall be sworn

to the faithful performance of his duty ; and shall give

Clerk's bonds, boud, with oue or more surety or sureties, to the ac-

ceptance of the said City Treasurer, for the faithful

performance of the duties of his office, in such penalty

as the City Council shall determine; and the said

Clerk shall receive from the City Treasury such an-

pay of Clerk, uual compeusation, payable quarter yearly, as the

City Council shall fix and determine, and no other

compensation whatever. That the said Clerk shall

not advise with, nor be of counsel, nor attorney, to

any party in any suit, complaint or process whatso-

ever, pending, or to be brought before said Court; and
shall be removable for any act by him done in contra-

vention of this provision.

The said Clerk is hereby authorized and empower-
ed, with the consent and approbation of the Justices

of said Court, to employ, if it be found necessary so

Assistant Clerks, to do, oue or uiore Assistant Clerks; but the said

Clerk shall be responsible for all persons by him so

employed; and the said City Council may allow to

such Assistant Clerk or Clerks, a reasonable and just

compensation, payable out of the City Treasury, on
the certificate of the said Board of Accounts, that such
Assistant Clerk or Clerks Mere necessarily employed:

proTiso. Provided, always, that the said Clerk of said Police

Court, shall take all lawful fees, for copies which he
may make out and certify, at the request of any party

or person, and shall endorse thereon, the amount of

said fees, and account for all fees by him so received,

to the City Treasurer.

Sec. 6. Be itfurther enacted, That a Court shall

be held by one or more of said Justices, on two seve-

ral days in each week, and as much oftener as may
be necessary, to be called and styled the Justices'

Justices Court. Court for the County of Suffolk; which Court shall

have original, exclusive jurisdiction and cognizance of

all civil suits and actions, which before, and until the


