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-Auditors.

ly, as county taxes and as city taxes, or under the de-

nouiiuatiou of city taxes only, as the city government
may see fit, from time to time, to order and direct.

Sec. 14. Be it further enacted^ That the City Go-
vernment of the City of Boston shall have power and
authority to provide for the appointment and compen-
sation of one or more Auditors, and of one or more
Clerks in the Treasury Department, as said govern-

ment may find to be necessary or convenient.

Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the

duty of the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Bos-

piaces for hold- tou, to provlde convenient and proper places for the

holding of the Courts by this act established.

Sec. 16. Be itfurther enacted^ That this act shall

go into operation on and after the first day of June
next; and that all acts and parts of acts, Avhich are

repugnant to the provisions of this act, be, and the

same are hereby repealed.

Sec. 17. Be itfurther enacted, That this act shall

be of no force or effect, unless a certain act passed at

the present session, entitled "an act establishing the

City of Boston," shall be accepted by the inhabitants

of the Town of Boston, pursuant to the provision

therein made. And in case said act shall be so ac-

cepted, and that fact certified to His Excellency the

Grovernor, by the Selectmen of the Town of Boston,

His Excellency is hereby authorized to announce the

same by proclamation; whereupon this act shall be in

full force, and go into operation at the time herein

before limited.

[Approved by the Governor, February 23d, 1822.]

iiig Courts.

Acts repealed.

Conditional
clause.

CHAP. ex.

An Act establishing the City of Boston.

Sec. 1. tfE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That the inhabitants of the
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Town of Boston, for all purposes, for which towns
are by law incorporated, in this Commonwealth, shall

continue to be one hotly politic, in fact and in name,
under the style and denomination of the City of Bos- xitii-.

ton; and as such, shall have, exercise, and enjoy, all

the rights, immunities, powers, and privileges, and General powm.

shall be subject to all the duties and obligations, now
incumbent upon, and appertaining to said, town, as a
municipal corporation. And the administration of all

the fiscal, prudential, and municipal concerns of said,

city, with the conduct and government thereof, shall

be vested in one principal officer, to be styled the

Mayor; one select Council, consisting of eight per-

sons, to be denominated the Board of Aldermen ; and city omces,

one more numerous Council, to consist of forty eight

persons, to be denominated the Common Council

;

which Boards in their joint capacity, shall be denomi-
nated the City Council, together with such other Board
of Officers, as are herein after specified.

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted, That it shall be the

duty of the Selectmen of Boston, as soon as may be,

after the passing of this act, to cause a nev/ division of waidsi

the said town to be made into twelve wards, in such
manner as to include an equal number of inhabitants

in each ward, as nearly as conveniently may be, con-

sistently with well defined limits to each ward; in- comnutation of

eluding in such computation of numbers of inhabitants,
"""^ "'"

persons of all descriptions, and taking the last census,

made under the authority of the United States, as a
basis for such computation. And it shall be in the

power of the City Council, herein after mentioned,

from time to time, not oftener than once in ten years,

to alter such division of wards, in such a manner as

to preserve, as nearly as may be, an equal number of

inhabitants in each ward.
Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted, That on the second

Monday of April, annually, the citizens of said city,

qualified to vote in city affairs, shall meet together, Election of cnj

within their respective wards, at such time and place,
°*"'''"

as the Mayor and Aldermen may, by their warrant,
direct and appoint: and the said citizens shall then
choose by ballot, one Warden and one Clerk, who
shall be a resident in said ward, who shall hold their
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Duty of Warden officcs foF 006 ycaF, Rud Until others shall be appointed

in their stead. And it shall be the duty of such War-
den to preside at all meetings of the citizens of such

M ard, to preserve order therein : and it shall be the

duty of such Clerk, to make a fair and true record,

and keep an exact journal of all the acts and votes of

the citizens, at such ward meetings: to deliver over

such records and journals, together uith all other doc-

uments and papers held by him, in said capacity, to

his successor in such oflRce. And if, at the opening of

any annual meetins:. the Warden of such ward should

not be present, the Clerk of such ward shall call the

citizens to order, and preside at such meeting, until

a ^^'arden shall be chosen by ballot. And if, at any
other meeting, the Warden shall be absent, the Clerk
in such case, shall so preside, until a Moderator, or

Warden, jiro tempore, shall be chosen: which ma\ be
Inspectors. doue bv uomiuatiou and hand-vote, if the Clerk so

direct. At such meeting also, five Inspectors of Elec-

tions shall be chosen, for such ward, being residents

therein, by ballot, to hold their offices for one year.

And it shall be the duty of the W^arden and Inspec-

tors, in each ward, to receive, sort, count, and declare

all votes, at all elections within such ward. And the

Duties of inspec- Warden, Clerk, and Inspectors, so chosen, shall, re-

spectively, be under oath, faithfully and impartially

to discharge their several duties, relative to elections;

which oath may be administered by the Clerk of such

ward, to the Warden, and by the latter, to the Clerk
and Inspectors, or by any Justice of the Peace of the

County of Suffolk : and a certificate of such oaths

having been administered, shall be entered in the re-

cord or journal, to be kept by the Clerk of such ward.
Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That the Warden,

Powers of War- or other presiding officer, of such ward meeting, shall

have full power and authority to preserve order and
decorum therein, and to repress all riotous, tumultu-
ous, and disorderly conduct therein; and for that pur-

pose, to call to his aid, any Constable, or other peace
officer, and also to command the aid and assistance of

any citizen or citizens, who may be present; and any
peace officer, or other citizen, neglecting or refusing to

afford such aid, shall be taken and deemed to be guilty
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of a misdemeanor. And such Warden shall also have

power and authority, by warrant, under his hand, to

cause any person or persons, who shall be guilty of

any riotous, tumultuous, or disorderly conduct at such Pro>«o,

meeting, to be taken into custody, and restrained
;
pro-

videdf however, that such restraint shall not continue

after the adjournment or dissolution of such meeting:

and provided, further, that the person, so guilty of

such disorderly conduct, shall be liable, notwithstand-

ing such restraint, to be prosecuted and punished, in

the same manner, as if such arrest had not been made.

Sec. 5. Be itfurther enacted, That the citizens of

said city, qualified to vote in city aflTairs, at their re-

spective ward meetings, to be held on the second Mon-
day in April, annually, shall be called upon to give in

their votes for one able and discreet person, being an choice ofMaw-

inhabitant of the city, to be Mayor of said city, for

the term of one year. And all the votes so given in, in

each ward, being sorted, counted, and declared by the

Warden and Inspectors of Elections, shall be record-

ed at large, by the Clerk, in open ward meeting; and
in making such declaration and record, the whole
number of votes or ballots, given in, shall be distinct-

ly stated, together with the name of every person voted

for, and the number of votes given for each person re-

spectively; such numbers to be expressed in words at Returns of vots*,

length : and a transcript of such record, certified and
authenticated by the Warden, Clerk, and a majority

of the Inspectors of Elections for each ward, shall

forth witli be transmitted or delivered by such Ward
Clerk, to the Clerk of the city. And it shall be the

duty of the Cify Clerk, forthwith to enter such returns,

or a plain and intelligible abstract of them, as they are

successively received, upon the journal of the proceed-

ings of the Mayor and Aldermen, or some other book
to be kept for that purpose. And it shall be the duty

of the Mayor and Aldermen to meet together, within Examma ion .
i

two days after such election, and to examine and com-
pare all the said returns, and to ascertain whether any
person has a majority of all the votes given for Mayor:
And in case a majority is so given, it shall be their

duty to give notice thereof, in writing, to the person

thus elected, a»d also to make the same known to the
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iDhabitants of said city. But if, on such an examina-
tion, no person appears to have a majority of all ihe

votes given for Mayor, the Mayor and Aldermen, for

Continued Eiec-thc time being, shall issue their warrants for meetings
"™''

of the citizens of the respective wards, for the choice

of a Mayor, at such time and place, as they shall

judge most convenient: And the same proceedings

shall be had in all respects, as are herein before di-

rected, until a Mayor shall be chosen by a majority

of all the voters, voting at such election. And in case

of the decease, inability, or absence of the Mayor, and
the same being declared, and a vote passed by the Al-

dermen and Common Council, respectively, declaring

Vacancies to be such cause, Rud the expediency of electing a Mayor,
supp>

.

jp^j, ^jjg i\m& being, to supply tiie vacancy thus occa-

sioned, it shall be lawful for the Aldermen and Com-
mon Council to meet in convention, and elect a Mayor
to hold the said oifice, until such occasion shall be re-

moved, or until a new election.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the citizens in

their respective ward meetings, to be held on the se-

cond Monday of April, annually, shall be called upon
Boara of Alder- to glvB iu their votes for eight persons, being inhabi-
^^

tants of said city, to constitute the Board of Aldermen,
for the ensuing year; and all the votes so given, being

sorted, counted, and declared by the AVarden and In-

spectors, shall be recorded at large, by the Clerk, in

open ward meeting; and in making such declaration

and record, the whole number of votes or ballots given

in, shall be particularly stated, together with the name
of every person voted for, and the number of votes

given for each person; and a transcript of such record,

certified by the Warden and Clerk, and a majority of

^ode of Election the Inspcctors of each ward, shall, by the said Clerk,

within two days, be transmitted to the City Clerk;

whereupon the same proceedings shall be had, to as-

certain and determine the persons chosen as Alder-

men, as are herein before directed, in regard to the

choice of Mayor, and for a new election, in case of

the whole number required, not being chosen at the

first election. And each Alderman, so chosen, shall

be duly notified in writing, of his election, by the

Mayor and Aldermen for the time being.
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Sec. 7. Be itfurther enacted, That the citizens of

each ward, qualified to vote as aforesaid, at their re-

spective ward meetings, to be held on the second

Monday of April, annually, shall be called upon to

give in their votes for four able and discreet men, be-

ing inhabitants of said ward, to be members of the

Common Council; and all the votes 2;iven in as afore- comm.n coun-
. cil.

said, in each ward, and being sorted, counted, and de-

clared by the Warden and Inspectors, if it appear that

four persons have a majority of all the votes given in,

at such election, a public declaration thereof, with the

names of the persons so chosen, shall be made in open
ward meeting, and the same^ shall be entered at large,

by the Clerk of such ward, in his journal, stating

particularly, the whole number of votes given in, the Mode ofconduct-

number necessary to make a choice, and the number '"^^ "'"''*

actually given for each of the persons, so declared to

be chosen. But, in case four persons are not chosen

at the first ballot, a new ballot shall be opened for a

number of Common Councilmen, sufficient to complete

the number of four; and the same proceedings shall be

had, as before directed, until the number of four shall

be duly chosen : Provided^ however, that if the said,

elections cannot conveniently be completed on such

•day, the same may be adjourned to another day, for Adjournment of

that purpose, not longer distant than three days. And""*""^*

each of the persons so chosen, as a member of the

Common Council, in each ward, shall, within two
days of his election, be furnished with a certificate

thereof, signed by the Warden, Clerk, and a majority

of the Inspectors of such ward ; which certificate shall

be presumptive evidence of the title of such person to

a seat in the Common Council: but such Council, how- Authority of the

ever, shall have authority to decide ultimately, upon^o— Council

all questions relative to the qualifications, elections,

and returns of its members.
Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That every male ci-

tizen of twenty one years of age and upwards, except-

ing paupers, and persons under guardianship, who shall

have resided within the Commonwealth one year, andquaiincationo^

within the city six months next preceding any meeting
^''*'*''^°"'

of citizens, either in wards, or in general meeting, for

municipal purposes, and who shall have paid by him-

96
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self or his parent. niJi«:ter or guardian, any state oi

county tax. which within two years next precedin?;

such meetius:. shall have been assessed upon him. in

any town or district in this Commonwealth, and also

£»*»«. every citizen who shall be. by law. exempted from

taxation, and who shall be in all other respects, quali-

fied as above mentioned, shall have a ri^ht to vote at

^ such meeting, and no other person shall be entitled to

vote at such meetins;.

Sec. 9. Be it fur'ther enacted, Thsii the Mayor. Al-

derraen. and Common Councilmen. chosen as afore-

said, shall enter on the duties of their respective oflfices

on the tirst day of May. in each year, nnless the same
happen on a Sunday: and in that event, on the day
followiug: and before entering on the duties of theii*

offices, shall respectively, be sworn, by taking the oath

of allegiance and oath of office, prescribed iu the cou-

o*iker«cce. stitutiou of this Commonwealth, and an oath to support

the constimiion of the United Slates. And such oaths

may be administered to the flavor elect, by any one

of the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, or any
Judge of any Court of Record, commissioned to hold

any such Court, within the said city, or by any Justice

of ihe Peace for the County of Suflblk. And such

oaths shall and may be administered to the Aldermen
and members of the Common Council, by the JNlayor.

being himself first sworn as aforesaid: and a certificate

of such oaths having been takeu. shall be entered iu the

journal of the Mayor and Aldermen, and of the Com-
mon Council, respectively, by their respective Clerks.

Sec. 10. Be it fiwthe}' enacted. That the Mayor
and Aldermen, thus chosen and qualified, shall com-
pose one Board, and shall sit and act together as one

ibTvfc Alder- bi>dy. at all meetings, of which the Mayor, if present.

EJ.*""****^ shall preside: but in his absence, the Board may elect

a Chairman, for the time being. The said Board to-

gether with the Common Council, in convention, shall

G«»e«i j*wrs.have power to choose a Clerk, who shall be sworn to

the faithful discbarge of the duties of his office, who
shall be chosen for the term of one year, and until

another person is duly chosen to succeed him: re-

movable, however, at the pleasure of the Mayor and
Aldermen, who shall be denominatad the Clerk of
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the City; aud whose dufy it shall be to keep a jour-

nal of the acts and proceedings of the said Board,
composed of the Mayor and Aldermen; to sign all

warrants issued by them, and to do such other acts in

his said capacity, as may, lawfully and reasonably,
be required of him ; and to deliver over all journals,

books, papers, and documents, entrusted to him as

such Clerk, to his successor in office, immediately
upon such successor being chosen and qualified as

aforesaid, or whenever he may be thereto required ])y

the said Mayor and Aldermen. And the City Clerk
thus chosen and qualified, shall have all the powers. Duties of ckrn.

and perform all the duties, now by law, ])elonging

to the Town Clerk of the Town of Boston, as if the

same were particularly and fully enumerated, except
in cases where it is otherwise expressly provided.

Sec. 11. He it farther enacted^ That the persons,

so chosen and qualified, as members of the Common conunon council

Council of the said city, shall sit and act together as

a separate body, distinct from that of the Mayor and
Aldermen, except in those cases in which the two bo-

dies are to meet in convention; and the said Council
shall have power, from time to time, to choose one of General powen.

their own members to preside over their deliberations,

and to preserve order therein, and also to choose a
Clerk, who shall be under oath, faithfully to discharge cierk to be cho-

the duties of his office, who shall hold such office, du-
'*""

ring the pleasure of said Council, and whose duty it

shall be, to attend said Council, when the same is in

session, to keep a journal of its acts, votes and pro-

ceedings, and to perform such other services in said Duties of cierk,

capacity, as said Council may require. All sittings of
the Common Council shall be public ; also all sittings

of the Mayor and Aldermen, when they are not enga-
ged in executive business. Twenty five members of
the Common Council shall constitute a quorum for the

transaction of business.

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted^ That the Mayor of

the said city, thus chosen and qualified, shall be taken
and deemed to be the chief executive officer of said

corporation ; and he shall be compensated for his ser- compensation of

vices by a salary, to be fixed by the Board of Alder-
''^'''""

men and Common Council, in City Council convened,
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payable at stated periods: which salary shall not ex-

ceed the sum of five thousand dollars annually, and

he shall receive no other compensation or emoluments
whatever: and no re^ilations enlarging or diminish-

ing such compensation shall be made, to take effect,

until the expiration of the year, for which the Mayor
then in oflBce. shall have been elected. And it shall

be the dutv of the JNIavor to be vis-ilant and active at

all times, in causin,^ the laws for the t;overnment of

said city, to be duly executed and put in force ; to

inspect the conduct of all subordinate officers in the

government thereof, anJ, as far as in his power, to

cause all negligence, carelessness, and positive viola-

tion of duty, to be duly prosecuted and punished. He
j««y«r awy e*ii shall have powcr, whenever in his judgment, the good
liiT^ni of said city may require it, to summon meetings of the

Board of uldermen and Common Council, or either of

them, alth%gh the meeting of said Boards, or either

of them, may stand adjourned to a more distant day.

D»tk»ttfMi..vvr. And it shall be the duty of the Mayor, from time to

time, to communicate U) both branches of the City

Council, all such information, and recommend all such

measures as may tend to the improvement of the finan-

ces, the police, health, security, cleanliness, comfort,

and ornament of the said city.

Hkc. 1.3. Bfi it further c/nacted, That the adminis-

tration of police, together with the executive powers of

the said corporation generally, together also, with all

the powers heretofore vested in the Selectmen of the

ruu-Town of Boston, either by the general laws of this

Commonwealth, by particular laws relative to the

powers and duties of said .Selectmen, or by the usages,

votes, or by-laws of said town, shall be, and hereby
are vested in the Mayor and Aldermen, as hereby
constituted, as fully and amply, as if the same were
hf^rein specially enumerated. And, further, the said

Mayor and Aldermen shall have full and exclusive

power to grant licensrjs to innholders, victuallers, re-

tailers and confectioners, within the said city, in all

cases wherein the (>ourt of Sessions for the County of

Suffolk, on the recommendation of the Seleccmen of

Boston, have, heretofore, been authorized to grant

such licenses ; and in granting such licenses, it shall
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be lawful for the said Mayor and Aldermen to an-

nex thereto, such reasonable conditions in regard to

time, places, and other circumstances, under which
such license shall be acted upon, as, in tlieir judg-

ment, the peace, quiet and good order of the city may
require. Also, to take bonds of all persons so lie en- uceose Bonds.

sed, in reasonable sums, and with suflficient sureties,

conditioned for a faithful compliance with the terms

of their said licenses, and of all laws and regulations

respecting such licensed houses : And said Mayor
and Aldermen, after the granting of any such license,

shall have power to revoke or suspend the same, if in

their judgment, the order and welfare of said city shall

require it. And any person or persons who shall pre-

sume to exercise either of the said employments, with-

in said city, without having first obtained a license

therefor, or in any manner, contrary to the terms of

said license, or after the same shall have been revoked

or suspended, such person or persons shall be liable

to the same penalties and forfeitures, and to be pro-

secuted for, in the same manner, as now by law pro-

vided, in case of exercising either of said employments
without license from the Court of Sessions, for the

County of Suffolk; and shall also be taken and deem-
ed to have forfeited their bonds, respectively given For»vuui»s.

aforesaid, upon which suits may be instituted, against

such licensed persons or their sureties, at the discre-

tion of said Mayor and Aldermen, and in such man-
ner as they may direct, for the purpose of enforcing

such forfeiture : Provided^ however^ that all innhold-

ers, retailers, confectioners, and victuallers, shall, on

being licensed as aforesaid, pay the same sum now re-

quired by law; which sum shall be accounted for in

the same way and manner as is now by law required.

Sec. 14. Be it further enactpd^Thnithe ^hiyor and
Aldermen shall have power to license all theatrical

exhibitions and all public shows, and all exhibitions

of whatever name or nature, to which admission is

obtained on payment of money, on such terms and con-

ditions as to them may seem just and reasonable; and
to regulate the same, from time to time, in such manner
as to them may appear necessary to preserve order and
decorum^ and to prevent the interruption of peace and
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By-Laws.

Assessment of
Taxes.

Collection of
Taxes.

quiet. And any person or persons who shall set forth,

establish or promote any such exhibition or show, or

publish, or advertise the same, or otherwise aid or as-

sist therein, without a license so obtained as aforesaid,

or contrary to the terms or conditions of such license,

or whilst the same is suspended, or after the same is

revoked, by said Mayor and Aldermen, shall be liable

to such forfeiture, as the City Council may, by any
by-law made for that purpose, prescribe.

Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, That all other pow-
ers now by law, vested in the Town of Boston, or is.

the inhabitants thereof, as a municipal corporation,

shall be, and hereby are, vested in the Mayor and Al-

dermen, and Common Council of the said city, to be
exercised by concurrent vote, each Board as hereby
constituted, having a negative upon the other. More
especially, they shall have power to make all such
needful and salutary by-laws, as towns by the laws of

this Commonwealth have power to make and establish,

and to annex penalties, not exceeding twenty dollars,

for the breach thereof, which by-laws shall take effect

and be in force from and after the times therein re-

spectively limited, without the sanction or coniirmation

of any court, or other authority whatsoever
;
provided,

that such by-laws shall not be repugnant to the Con-
stitution and laws of this Commonwealth : And, pro-

vided, also, that the same shall be liable to be annulled

by the Legislature thereof. The said City Council

shall also have power, from time to time, to lay and
assess taxes for all purposes for which towns are, by
law, required or authorized to assess and grant money,
and also for all purposes for which county taxes may
be levied and assessed, whenever the city shall alone,

compose one county : Provided, however, that in the

assessment and apportionment of all such taxes upon
the polls and estates of all persons liable to contribute

thereto, the same rules and regulations shall be obser-

ved, as are now established by the laws of this Com-
monwealth, or may be hereafter enacted, relative to

the assessment and apportionment of town taxes.

The said City Council shall also have power to pro-

vide for the assessment and collection of such taxes,

and to make appropriations of all public monies, and
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provide for the disbursement thereof, and take suitable

measures to ensure a just and prompt account thereof;

and for these purposes, may either elect such Assess- Assessors to be

ors, and Assistant Assessors, as may be needful, or'
°"'°'

provide for the appointment or election of the same, or

any of them, by the Mayor and Aldermen, or by the

citizens, as in their judgment, may be most conducive
to the public good, and may also require of all persons

entrusted with the collection, custody, or disbursement
of public monies, such bonds with such conditions

and such sureties, as the case may, in their judgments
require.

Sec. 16. Be it further enacted, That the said City
Council shall have power, and they are hereby autho-

rized to provide for the appointment or election of all

necessary officers, for the good government of said city, city officers.

not otherwise provided for; to prescribe their duties,

and fix their compensation, and to choose a Register

of Deeds, whenever the city shall compose one coun-

ty. The City Council, also, shall have the care and
superintendance of the public buildings, and the care,

custody, and management of all the property of the

city, with power to lease or sell the same, (except the

Common, and Faneuil Hall,) with power also, to pur- puwic Buildings

chase property, real or personal, in the name, and for

the use of the city, whenever its interest or convenience
may, in their judgment, require it.

Sec. 17. Be it further enacted, That all the power
and authority now by law, vested in the Board of

Health for the Town of Boston, relative to the quar-

antine of vessels, and relative to every other subject

whatsoever, shall be, and the same is hereby transfer-

red to, and vested in the said City Council, to be
carried into execution by the appointment of Health
Commissioners, or in such other manner as the health, Health commi?-

cleanliness, comfort and order of the said city may, in''**"^"*

their judgment, require, subject to such alterations as

the Legislature may from time to time adopt.

Sec. 18. Be itfurther enacted, That the Mayor and
Aldermen of said city, and the said Common Council,

shall, as soon as conveniently may be, after their an-

ual organization, meet together in convention, and city xieasuiei.

elect some suitable and trustworthy person, to be the

Treasurer of said city.



746 CITY OF BOSTON. Feb. 23, 1822.

Sec. 19. Be it further enacted, That the citizens,

at their respective ward meetings, to he held on the

second Monday of April, annually, shall elect, by
ballot, a number of persons, to be determined by the

City Council, but not less than three in each ward, to _

Firewards. be Klrcwards of said city, who together shall consti- m
tute the Board of Firewards for said city, and shall

have all the powers, and be subject to all the duties,

now^ by law appertaining to the Firewards of the ToAva

of Boston, until the same shall be altered or qualified

by the Legislature. And the said citizens shall, at

the same time, and in like manner, elect one person in

each ward, to be an Overseer of the Poor; and the

persons thus chosen shall together constitute the Board
Overseers of the of OversecTs for Said city, and shall have all the pow-

ers, and be subject to all the duties, now by law, ap-

pertaining to the Overseers of the Poor for the Town
of Boston, until the same shall be altered or qualified

by the Legislature. And the said citizens shall, at

the same time, and in like manner, elect one person

School Commit- lu cach Ward, to be a member of the School Commit-
*"*•

tee, for the said city ; and the persons so chosen, shall,

jointly with the Mayor and Aldermen, constitute the

School Committee for the said city, and have the care

and superintendance of the public schools.

Sec. 20. Be it further enacted, That all Boards

and Officers, acting under the authority of the said

corporation, and entrusted with the expenditure of

Accbuntabiiit). publlc mouey, shall be accountable therefor, to the

City Council, in such manner as they may direct. And
it shall be the duty of the City Council, to publish

and distribute, annually, for the information of the

citizens, a particular statement of the receipts and ex-

AnnuaiFinan- pcuditurcs of all pubUc monlcs, and a particular state-
cia. statements. ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^j^^ prOpCrty.

Sec. 21. Be it further enacted, That, in all cases in

-Nominations, whlch appolntmcuts to office are directed to be made
by the Mayor and Aldermen, the Mayor shall have

the exclusive power of nomination; such nomination

however, being subject to be confirmed or rejected, by
Proviso. the Board of Aldermen : Provided, however, that no

person shall be eligible to any office, the salary of

which is payable out of the city treasury, who at the
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time of his appointment, shall he a member either of

the Board of Aldermen or Common Council.

Sec. 22. Be itfurther enacted^ That it shall be the

duty of the two branches of the City Council, in the

month of May, in each year, after their annual orga-

nization, to meet in cotivention, and determine the

number of Representatives, which it may be expedient state nepresen-

for the corporation to send to the General C'ourt in'"''^'^'

such year, within its constitutional limits, and to pub-
lish such determination, which shall be conclusive;

and the number thus determined, shall be speciiied in

the warrant calling a meeting for the election of Re-
presentatives : and neither the Mayor, nor any Alder-
man, or Members of the Common Council, shall, at

the same time, hold any other office under the City
Oovernment.

Sec. 23. Be it further enacted, That all elections

for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Senators, Repre-
sentatives, Representatives to Congress, and all other

officers who are to be chosen and voted for by the peo-

ple, shall be held at meetings of the citizens, qualified

to vote in such elections, in their respective wards, at

the time fixed by law for those elections respectively.

And at such meetings, all the votes given in, being col-

lected, sorted, counted, and declared, by the Inspectors

of Elections, in each ward, it shall be the duty of the

Clerk of such ward to make a true record of the same, wa,d Meetings

specifying therein the whole number of ballots given NatlouaV&stiii

in, the name of each person voted for, and the number
of votes for each, expressed in words at length. And
a transcript of such record, certified by the Warden,
Clerk, and a majority of the Inspectors of Elections in

such ward, shall forthwith be transmitted or delivered

by each Ward Clerk to the Clerk of the City. And it

shall be the duty of the City Clerk forthwith to enter

such returns, or a plain and intelligible abstract of

them, as they are successively received, in the journals

of the proceedings of the Mayor and Aldermen, or in

some other book kept for that purpose. And it shall

be the duty of the Mayor and Aldermen to meet to-

gether within two days after every such election, and
examine and compare all the said returns, and there- Exanrination

upon to make out a certificate of the result of such vofJ""™"'^

97
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rroviso.

election, to be signed by the Mayor and a majority of

the Aldermen, and also by the City Clerk, which shall

be transmitted, delivered, or returned, in the same
manner as similar returns are by law directed to be
made by the Stlectmen of towns ; and such certificates

and returns shall have the same force and effect in all

respects, as like returns of similar elections, made by
the Selectmen of towns. And in all elections for Re-
presentatives to the General Court, in case the whole
number proposed to be elected, shall not be chosen by
a majority of the votes legally returned, the Mayor
and Aldermen shall forthwith issue their warrant for a

coutinued Eiec- uew electloH, and the same proceedings shall be had in

all respects as are herein before directed, until the whole
number shall be elected : Provided^ however, that it

shall be the duty of the Selectmen of the said Town
of Boston, within twelve days from the passing of this

act, to call a meeting of the qualified voters of the said

town to give in their ballots on the following question

:

Shall the elections for State and United States Offi-

cers, be holden in general meeting? And it shall be
the duty of the Selectmen to preside at the said meet-
ing, to receive, sort, count and declare the votes given
in, and to forward a certificate of the result to the Se-
cretary of the Commonwealth, and publish the same
in two or more of the newspapers printed in Boston;
and if a majority of the votes so given in shall be in

the negative, then the provisions of the preceding part

of this section shall regulate the said elections in

wards, but if a majority of the votes given, in as afore-

said shall be in the affirmative, then the said elections

for State and United States Officers shall be holden in

the manner prescribed by the constitution and laws of

the Commonwealth, with the exception that the Mayor
and Aldermen and City Clerk shall perform the duties

now required by law to be performed by the Select-

men and Town Clerk.

Sec. 24. Be it further enacted, That prior to every
election of city officers, or of any officer or officers un-

der the government of the United States or of this

Commonwealth, it shall be the duty of said Mayor
and Aldermen to make out lists of all the citizens of

each ward^ qualified to vote in such electioD, in the

Contingent
clause.

Ward Lists.
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manner ill which Selectmen and Assessors of towns are

required to make out similar lists of voters, and for that

purpose they shall have free access to the Assessors'
books and lists, and be entitled to the aid and assist-

ance of all Assessors, Assistant Assessors, and other
officers of said city. And it shall be the duty of said

Mayor and Aldermen to deliver such list of the voters

in each ward, so prepared and corrected, to the Clerk
of said ward, to be used by the Warden and Inspec-
tors thereof at such election; and no person shall be inspection ot

entitled to vote at such election, whose name is not""*"^''

borne on such list. And to prevent all frauds and
mistakes in such elections, it shall be the duty of the

Inspectors in each ward, to take care that no person
shall vote at such election, whose name is not so borne
on the list of voters, and to cause a mark to be placed checks.

against the name of each voter, on such list, at the time

of giving in his vote.

Sec. 25. Be it further enacted, That general meet-

ings of the citizens qualified to vote in city affairs, may
from time to time, be held, to consult upon the common
good, to give instructions to their Representatives, and
to take all lawful measures to obtain a redress of any petitions for

grievances, according to the right secured to the people
"'*"'"^'*

by the constitution of this Commonwealth. And such
meetings shall, and may be, duly warned by the Mayor
and Aldermen, upon the requisition of fifty qualified

\ oters of said city.

Sec. 26. Be it further enacted, That all warrants
for the meetings of the citizens, for municipal purposes,

to be had either in general meetings or in wards, shall Form of war-

be issued by the Mayor and Aldermen, and shall be i^™"'"

such form, and shall be served, executed, and returned

at such time, and in such manner, as the City Council

may, by any by-law, direct and appoint.

Sec. 27. Be it further enacted, That for the pur-

pose of organizing the system of government hereby
established, and putting the same into operation in the

first instance, the Selectmen of the Town of Boston,

for the time being, shall seasonably, before the second
Monday of April next, issue their warrants for calling Form of ors:,i.i.

meetings of the said citizens, in their respective wards,
"'"^ """ "'• *

qualified to vote as aforesaid, at such place and hour
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as they shall think expedient, for the purpose of choo-

sing a Warden, Clerk, and five Inspectors of Electionsy

and also, to give in their votes for a Mayor and eight

Aldermen, for said city, and four Common Council-

men, three Firewards, one Overseer of the Poor, and
one member of the School Committee, for each ward

;

and the transcripts of the records of each ward, speci-

fying the votes given for Mayor and Aldermen, Fire-

wards, Overseers, and members of the School Com-
mittee, certified by the Warden, Clerk, and a majority

of the Inspectors of such ward shall, at said iirst elec-

fecturn of votes, tlon, be returned to the said Selectmen of the Town of

Boston, whose duty it shall be, to examine and com-
pare the same. And in case said elections shall not be
complete at the first election, then to issue a uew war-
rant, until such election shall be completed, and to give

notice tliereof, in the manner herein before directed, to

the several persons elected. And at said first meeting,

the Clerk of each ward, under the present organization,

shall call the citizens to order, and preside until a
Warden shall be chosen ; and at said first meeting, a

list of voters in each ward, prepared and corrected by
the Selectmen of the Town of Boston, for the time

being, shall be delivered to the Clerk of each ward, to

be used as herein before directed.

Sec. 28. Be it further enacted^ That so much of the

act heretofore passed, relative to the establishment of a
Board of Health for the Town of Boston, as provides

for the choice of members of the said Board, and so

much of the several acts relative to the assessment and
collection of taxes within the Town of Boston, as pro-

itepcai of act. vidcs for the election of Assistant Assessors, also all

such acts, and parts of acts, as come within the pur-

view of this act, and which are inconsistent with, or

repugnant to the provisions of this act, shall be, and
the same are hereby repealed.

Sec. 29. And whereas by the laws of this Common-
wealth, towns are authorized and required to hold their

annual meetings, some time in the months of March
or April, in each year, for the choice of town officers

;

and whereas, such meeting, in the month of March, in

the present year, for the Town of Boston, would be

useless and unnecessarily burtheiisome, therefore,
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Be it further enacted, That the annual town meet-

ings, in the months of March or April, be suspended, March meetings

and all town officers now in office, shall hold their

places until this act shall go into operation.

Sec. 30. Be it further enacted, That nothing in this

act contained, shall be so construed as to restrain or Legislative c6n-

prevent the Legislature from amending or altering the

same, whenever they shall deem it expedient.

Sec. 31. Be it further enacted, That this act shall

be void, unless the inhabitants of the Town of Boston,

at a legal town meeting, called for that purpose, shall, conditional

by a written vote, determine to adopt the same within

twelve days.

[Approved by the Governor, Felwuary 23d, 1825s;.j




