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CHAP. XCVII.

\n Act more effectuall}' to prevent the destruction

of Shad and Alewives, in the Saugus River, and its

tributary streams within the towns of Lynn, Sau-

gus, South Reading and Lynnfield.

Sec, 1. JlSE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by *

the authority of the same, That the towns of Lynn,
Saugus, South Reading, and Lynnfield, shall be, and
they are hereby respectively empowered and direc-

ted, at their annual meetings for the choice of town choice of com

Officers, to choose in each town, three persons, in-

habitants thereof, to see that the laws respecting the

passage ways for Shad and Alewives, be observed,

and each person so chosen, shall be sworn to the

faithful discharge of his duty. And the said Com-
mittees of said Towns shall meet together annually,

on or before the first day of April at such time and
place as the person first chosen by the town of Lynn
shall appoint to be by him duly notified. And the

major part of those of the said Committees who shall

be present at such meeting, are hereby authorized andp^^^^f^,^!^^

empowered to order the times, places and manner, ""'"«*•

in which said fish may be taken in Saugus river and
streams in each of said towns. And the members
of the said Committees shall have joint and concurrent

jurisdiction in each of said towns, so far as respects

said river and streams. And in case either of

said towns shall neglect to choose the Com-
mittee assigned to it, the Committee or Com-
mittees, which shall be duly chosen and sworn
within the other towns or either of them, shall have
the powers and shall perform the duties hereby re-

quired. And the regulations which shall be so agreed

upon by said Committees shall be written and posted,

in three public places at least, in each of said towns.

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted, That the said Com-
mittees, or the majority of the members, not less than
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three in number, who shall be present at any meet-
ing duly notified by the first chosen or eldest member
of the Committee, which shall be chosen in the town
of Lynn, or by the request of any three members of

^ . , , . said Committees, shall be, and they are hereby au-
««•• thorized and empowered to require ot the owner or

occupant of any dam or sluice head of any mill, erected

or that may be erected over said river, or streams to

open and keep therein a sufficient passage way for

said fish, at such time on or after the first day of ApriL
annually, as the said Committees or the major part

present, as aforesaid, shall think necessary ; and may
also require of the owner or occupant of any canal

or course, whereby any natural stream is or shall be
in part changed or altered, to leave sufficient water
in the natural stream for the easy and safe passage of

the said fish ; and upon neglect or refusal of such
owner or occupant of any dam, or sluice-head, or ca-

nal, as aforesaid, to comply with this act, the said

Committee or major part who shall be present at any
meeting as aforesaid, shall and may cause such suffi-

cient passage way and opening, as they shall judge
necessary for the purposes aforesaid, to be made in

such dam, sluice-head, or canal, with least prejudice

to the owner or occupant, and at his expense. And
such passage and opening shall and may be continued
at the discretion of the said Committee, from the time
they shall order the same, as aforesaid, and until they
shall order or permit the closing of the same, not ex-

ceeding the fifteenth day of June in every year. And
if any person or persons shall obstruct the passage
way or opening, required or allowed by the said Com-
mittees, or the major part of them, as aforesaid in any

pottity. dam, sluice-head, or canal, within their jurisdiction as

aforesaid, such offender or offenders shall forfeit and
pay the sum not exceeding sixty dollars, nor less than

thirty dollars.

Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted. That if any person

or persons, shall be found taking any of the aforesaid

iish on any day, or in any place, or in any manner con-

trary to the regulations of the said Committees, or of
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otherwise killing and wasting such fish, such offender

shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding two dollars

nor less than one dollar for each offence.

Sec.4. Be itfurther enacted^ That it shall be the

duty of the said Committees, jointly,and of each Com-
mittee in their respective towns, to see the observance

of this act, and they shall have authority therefor to

go upon the land bordering upon tlie said river or

streams, and shall not be considered as trespassers

therein. And any person who shall molest said

Committees, or either of them in the execution of

their office, or shall injuriously obstruct the said river

and streams, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceed-

ing three dollars nor less than one dollar, according to

the aggravation of the offence. And all fines and for-

feitures given by this act shall and may be sued for

and recovered, by action of debt, in any court proper

to try the same, by the said Committees or any one of^appi-ed.**'*'^

them; one moiety to the use of the prosecutors, and
the other moiety to the use of the poor of the town
in which the offence shall happen.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted^ That all laws here-

tofore made for regulating the fishery in the said river

and streams in Lynn, Saugus, South Reading and

Lynnfield, with joint or separate authority are hereby Pioviw,

repealed : Provided nevertheless^ that nothing in this

act shall be so construed as to effect in any way an

Act passed March third, one thousand eight hundred
and two, so far as it respects the stream leading from

the flax-pond and emptying into said Saugus river, or

any other streams within the said town of Lj^nn

:

Provided also, that said joint Committee shall have

no controul nor jurisdiction over any stream within

the town of Lynn other than said Saugus river.

[Approved by the Governor, February 10th, 1824.]
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