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CHAP. CYI.

An Act in addition to an Act entitled "An Act respect-

ing Public Worship and Religious Freedom."

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That every Parish,Precinct,

and Religious Society in this Commonwealth, may
organize itself agreeably to the Act entitled "An Act "'iraniMtioD.

regulating Parishes and Precincts, and the officers

thereof," and the several acts in addition thereto.

And any Justice of the Peace, within the County
wherein any Parish, Precinct, or Religious Society

may be, which is not organized, agreeable to said Acts,

is hereby authorized, upon application therefor, by
any ten or more of the legal voters of such Parish,

Precinct, or Religious Society, to issue a warrant for

calling the first meeting thereof, directed to some
suitable member of said Parish, Precinct, or Religious

Society, requiring him to notify and warn the mem-
bers thereof, qualified by law to vote in Town Affairs,

to meet at some time and place as shall be appointed^^""^^^^'''^

in such warrant, to choose all such officers, and trans-

act all such business as Parishes are by law author-

ized to choose and transact in the months of March
and April, annually. And in all Parish meetings the

qualifications of the voters shall be the same as are

now required by law to vote in town affairs.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That any person
may separate from one Religious Society and
join another, either of the same, or of a different de-

nomination, by filing with the Clerk of the Society

left, a certificate of the fact, under the hand of the

Clerk of the Society, Vvhich such person elects to join

;

but such person shall remain liable to pay all such

taxes as may have been actually granted or assessed Terms ofsepara

against him previous to such separation ; and any per-
"°"'

son who may come to dwell within any Town in this

Commonwealth, shall be deemed and taken to be a
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member of the oldest Religious Society in said Town^
unless such person shall, previous to the first day of

Ma}^ following, file with the Clerk of such Religious

Society, a certificate, that he or she has joined him or

herself to, and is a member of some other Religious

Society within the Commonwealth, under the hand
of the Clerk thereof

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the

duty of the Assessors of every Parish, Precinct or

DuMe*ot Asses-
I^^ligious Socicty in this Commonwealth, in assessing

«"• or levying taxes for the support of Public Worship,
and all charges incident thereto, to assess all the

property, both real and personal, (not exempted by
law from taxation) of all the members thereof,

wherever the same may be situate within the Com-
monwealth ; and no citizen of this Commonwealth,
being a member of an}' Religious Society in the Com-
monwealth, shall be assessed or liable to pay any tax

for the support of Public Worship, or other Parochial

charges, to any Parish, Precinct, or Religious Society

w^iatever, other than to that of which he is a memoer.
Sec. 4. Be itfurther enacted, That all laws incon-

sistent with, or contrary to the provisions of this Act,

be, and the same are hereb}^ repealed.

[Approved by the Governor, February 16th, 1824.]

CHAP. CVII.

An Act to incorporate the Trustees of the Ministeri-

al Fund in the Parish in Foxborough .

Sec 1. J3E it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That Ebenezer Forrest,

Stephen Rhoads, Melatiah Everett, Jacob Leonard,

Oliver Comer, and Isaac Winslow, and their succes-

sors, be, and they hereby are made a bodyfpolitic,by

the name of the Trustees of the Ministerial Fund m


