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associates aforesaid, may call the first meeting of Fh^t mooting

said Corporation.

[Approved by the Lt. Governor, February 24, 1825.]

CHAP. CXV.

An Act establishing a Free Bridge in the City of

Boston.

Sec. i.Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRe-

presentatives in General Court assembled^ and by the

authority of the same, That the City Government

of the City of Boston are hereby authorized and

empowered to build and construct, or cause to be

built and constrDcted, a free Bridg<?, with one or

more suitable and sufficient draws across the water

and over the channel, in or near a direction in a

straight line from or near Sea Street, in Boston, to

the newly made land at South Boston, and nearly in

the direction of the Dorchester Turnpike, and to

erect a Wharf, or Pier, on each side of said Bridge

near said draws, for the accommodation of vessels

passing through said bridge ; said bridge and wharves
to be built upon such terms and conditions, and un-

der such restrictions and regulations, as to them may
appear suitable and proper, and in such manner as

to cause no material obstruction to the ebb and flow

of the water through and under the same. Provided Proviso.

however, that the said City of Boston shall be held

to make compensation to any person or corporation

whose land shall be appropriated to the use of said

bridge, and also to any person or corporation who
may sustain damage by the obstruction of naviga-

tion, caused by the erection of said bridge.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That no toll or du-

ty shall ever be exacted or paid for any travel over
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said bridge, or passing the draws of the same, and
the said city shall alwa} s be held liable to keep said

bridge and draws in good repair, and to raise the
draw of said bridge, and afford all necessary and
proper accommodation to vessels that have occasion

to pass the same by night or by day, and shall keep
the said bridge sufficiently lighted ; and if any ves-

sel is unreasonably delaj'^ed or hindered in passing

said draw, by the negligence of said City or of their

agents, in discharging the duties enjoined on them
by this act, the owners or commander of such ves-

sel shall recover reasonable damages therefor of said

City, in an action on the case, before any court pro-

pier to try the same, whi*h action shall be commen-
ced, heard and tried in either of the counties of

Middlesex or Essex ; and if the said City shall not,

within three years from the passing of this act, lo-

cate, construct, build and complete said bridge,

This Act, agreeably to the provisions of this act, then this act
how void,

gjjall be void.

Sec. .3. Be it further enacted^ That any person
or corporation sustaining any damage by the build-

ing of said bridge, wharves, or piers, or from the

exercise of any of the rights or powers hereby
granted as aforesaid, may apply (if within one year
from the time any such damage may have happened)
to the Court of Common Pleas within either of the

counties of Middlesex or Essex, for a Committee to

be appointed to estimate the damage; and upon
such application, the Court, after thirty days notice

to sajd City to appear and shew cause why such

Committee should not be appointed, shall, if no
good cause be shewn to .the contrary, appoint three

or five disinterested freeholders, within the County
in which such application shall have been made, at

the expense of said City, which committee, being

first duly sworn before some Justice of the Peace,

to be nominated by said Court, and giving due no-

tice to both parties to appear, if they see fit, for a

hearing before tliem, shall proceed to the duties of

their appointment; and they shall first enquire
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whether any damage has been sustained from the

causes aforesaid, and if any, they shall estimate the

same, and where the damage is annual, they shall so

declare the same in their report, and shall make re-

turn of their doings as soon as may be into the said

Court, and upon the acceptance of said report, judg-

ment may be given thereon, with reasonable costs

to the party prevailing. Provided however^ that ei- proviso

ther party, after the return of said report, may claim

a trial by jury, and the Court shall thereupon stay

judgment on said report, and a trial shall be had by
jury at the bar of said Court ; and if the party ap-

plying for a jury shall not obtain, in case it be the

original applicant, an increase of damages, or in case

it be the original respondent, a decrease of the dam-
ages awarded by the Committee, such party shall

pay reasonable costs of such trial by jury, other-

wise shall recover reasonable costs ; and upon any
judgment rendered upon the report of such Com-
mittee, or the verdict of such jury, the Court may
issue its execution accordingly, and also from year
to year, where the damages awarded are annual, on
motion of the party entitled tliereto; and an action

of debt may be maintained on such judgment ; and
if upon notice to such City as aforesaid, to shew
cause why such Committee should not be appoint-

ed, said City shall appear and deny the applicants

title to the land damaged, or claim a title to do what
is complained of without the payment of damages,
or for an agreed composition, the Court shall first

order a trial of the issue at the bar of said Court, or

if there be an issue in law, shall trj it themselves,
and in either case, either party may appeal to the
Supreme Judicial Court as in other cases, and a cer-
tificate of the determination of the Supreme Judi-
cial Court on such appeal, in favor of the original

applicant, shall be filed in said Court of Common
Pleas, before such Committee shall be appointed

;

and where annual damages are awarded by said ^

Committee, or said jury, and judgment had accor-
dingly, each party shall be entitled, after two years,
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to apply to said Court of Common Pleas, for an in-

crease or decrease of said damages, and thereupon
the same proceedings shall be had as upon the orig-

inal application.

[Approved by the Lt. (xovernor, February 25, 1825.]

CHAP. CXVI.

An Act to incorporate the Trustees of the Minis-

terial Fund in the First Parish in Boxford.

Sec 1. JlJe it enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives in Genefal Court assembled, and

Persons in- by the authority of the same, That Charles Pea-
corporated. body, Josiah Kimball, and Thomas Perley, junior,

inhabitants of the First Parish in Boxford, be, and
they hereby are constituted a body politic and cor-

porate, by the name of The Trustees of the Minis-

terial Fund in the First Parish in Boxford, and they

and their successors shall be and continue a body
politic and corporate, and have perpetual succession

for the due and faithful management of said trust.

Power?; &c And they are hereby vested with all powers inci-

dent to corporations and necessary for that pur-

pose, and subject to the duties and obligations here-

inafter mentioned, and to continue in office until

their respective places become vacant by death,

removal out of the parish, resignation, or removal
from office by the parish, who, at any meeting
duly held for that purpose, may, at any time when
in their opinion any of the Trustees, by reason of

age, infirmity, misconduct, or other cause, shall be
rendered incapable or unsuitable to discharge the

duties of the office, may remove such Trustee or

Proviso Trustees, provided, that two-thirds of the voters pres-

ent and acting in such meeting agree thereto, and all


