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An Act declaring and confirming to the Pewholders

the property in the CongregationalMeeting House,

in the First Parish in Roxbury, and authorizing

them to raise monies by taxing pews.

Sec 1. JlJE eV enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That all persons who
now are, or may hereafter become proprietors of the

pews in the Congregational Meeting House in the

First Parish in Roxbury, are hereby declared to be
a body politic and corporate, b}^ the name of the

First Religious Society in Roxbury, with all the

powers, privileges and immunities usually granted to

such societies. And said Corporation shall be and
hereby are deemed in law to be seized of the same
meeting house, and the land under, adjoining and be-

longing to the same, and the privileges and appurte-

nances thereto appertaining ; reserving however to

the several pew proprietors their rights and interests

in said pews respectively.

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted. That said proprietors

shall meet on the first Monday of April next, and
afterwards on the first Monday in January annually,

at said Meeting house, or such other place as the

Standing Committee shall appoint, and after choos-

ing a Moderator, shall choose a Clerk, who shall re-

cord all the votes and proceedings of said proprie-

tors, and be sworn to the faithful discharge of his

duties ; they shall also choose a Treasurer who shall

give bond for the discharge of the duties of his of-

fice, and also a standing Committee of three discreet

persons to manage their affairs, who shall continue

in office one year and until others are chosen.

Provided however, iffrom any cause, any of said offi-

cers are not chosen at said meeting in April next, or

at any annual meeting on the first Monday in Janim-
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ty, said officers may be elected at any other meeting

duly notified for that purpose, and said Committee
may notify any meeting, by causing printed or writ-

ten notifications to be delivered to the proprietors or

left at their dwellings, three days at least before such

meeting, or by leaving the same in the pews of the

proprietors should a day of public worship inter-

vene.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. That said propri- Ploprif^tors

etors shall have power to repair, alter, or rebuild &c''^'°'''*'^'

their meeting house, and shall have all the rights in

relation to the same and the support of public wor-
ship therein, which said parish have hitherto had,

and shall be bound by all the contracts made by said

parish.

Sec 4. Be it further enacted, That said Cor-

poration may take, hold and possess, by gift, devise,

purchase, or otherwise, real and personal estate, not Estate, real

exceeding forty thousand dollars, exclusive of their
^"^p'^'^^o"^^'

meeting house and its appurtenances, as a ministeri-

al fund, the interest only of which shall be expend-
ed annually, in such manner as the Deacons of the

Church in said society, and the standing Committee
for the time being may deem fit, or the proprietors

by their vote direct, and those only whose pews are

taxed shall be deemed legal voters ; and the said

Corporation may make and establish by-laws for the
better ordering their affairs ; Provided, the same are ^^^^i^^

not repugnant to the Constitution or laws of this

Commonwealth.
Sec. 5. Be it further enacted. That all monies

necessary for the support of public worship in said

meeting house, and incidental charges which may be
duly voted to be raised, shall be assessed by the Money as-

Standing Committee on the proprietors of the pews ^*'^^®'^

on the lower floor in said meeting house, according
to a scale of valuation agreed upon by a vote of said

parish, passed on the twenty second day of Novem-
ber last, which is not to be changed for the term of
ten years from the first day of April next, but after

that time may be altered; and gallerv pews mav be
8i
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included if deemed expedient, having regard to the
situation and value thereof. And the said Committee
shall make out lists of such assessments, stating the
number of each pew, the name of the owner, and the
amount assessed thereon, and deliver the same to

the Treasurer who shall collect such assessments,
and pay the same out on orders to be drav/n by the
Clerk under the direction of the Standing Commit-
tee.

Tropiietors Sec. 6. Be it further enacted^ That said Proprie-

Pew's^°'^
tors shall hold their pews under their respective

deeds, and the same shall hereafter be considered
personal estate, and whenever any transfer of any
pew in said meeting house shall be made, the old

deed shall be given up and a new deed made in the
name of one person only, to be signed by the Treas-
urer and countersigned by the Clerk, and no con-

veyance shall be valid until noted on the records of

the Corporation.

Sec. 7. Be itfurther enacted, That if any proprie-

tor shall neglect to pay his or her assessment for the

space of six months after such assessment is laid and
notified by posting at the door of said house, the

Treasurer Treasurer shall advertise the pew of such delinquent

Se"and7eii
^^r the spacc of three weeks, by posting notices at

Pews, &c. said meeting house, and two other public places in

said town, stating the time, place, and cause of sale,

and then if all arrears are not paid, he shall sell the

same at auction to the highest bidder, and after de-

ducting all sums due, with costs of sale and charges

of conveyance, shall pay over the balance, if any, to

the owner.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That any person

wishing to dispose of his or her pew, shall first give

notice thereof to the Standing Committee, stating

the name of the person to whom it is intended to

sell, and offering the same to said Corporation at cost,

and if said Corporation shall not elect to purchase

and pay for such pew within thirty days from such

notice, the same may be sold to one person only i

Proviso Provided, all dues thereon be first paid.
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Sec. 9. Be it further enacted. That this act, being
accepted by a major vote of said parish, shall be
binding on all j)arties concerned therein, and the
present Treasurer or Standing Committee of said

parish may call the first meeting under this act, and First meei-

shall continue in office until others are chosen. '"^

[Approved by tlie Lt. Governor, February 26, 182.5.]

CHAP. CXXXIV.

An Act to incorporate the President, Directors, and

Company of the Washington Bank in Boston.

Sec. 1. J3E «7 enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in Getieral Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That Daniel Baxter, Wil- p°^'

liam Dall, Thomas Hunting, Josiah P. Cdok, Jona-

than P. Stearns, John Thompson, Thomas Brewer,
Josiah Knapp, French, Weld, Aa
Baldwin, B. V. French, Charles Thacher, and Wind
sor Fay, their associates, successors, and assigns,

shall be, and hereby are created a Corporation by
the name of The President, Directors, and Company
of the Washington Bank, and shall so continue from
the third Monday in March, one thousand eight hun- Limitedtime

dred and twenty-five until the first Monday of

October, which will be in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-one ; and the said

Corporation shall always be subject to the rules, re-

strictions, limitations, taxes, and provisions, and be
entitled to the same rights, privileges, and immuni- Priviiegea,

ties, which are contained in an Act, entitled, " an ^"^

Act to incorporate the President, Directors, and
Company of the State Bank," excepting so far as the

same are modified or altered by this Act, as fully

and effectnally as if the several sections of said Act

sons m-


