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CHAP. CLXIV.

\n Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the New-
buryport Bridge.

Sec. 1. Jl>E it enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives in General Court assembled^ and
by the authority of the same, That James Prince,

John Wood, Stephen Frothingham, and such others

as have associated with them, and their successors Pe"on« imcorpo
' rated.

and assigns, be, and they hereby are constituted

and made a body politic and corporate, by the

name of the Proprietors ofthe Newburyport Bridge,

and by that name may sue and be sued, to final

judgment and execution; may have a common seal,

and the same at pleasure break and annul.

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted, by the authority

aforesaid, that said proprietors be, and they here-

by are authorized and empowered at any time
within three years next after the passing of this

act, but not afterwards, to erect a Bridge over and Mey erect Bridg.

across Merrimack River, at some convenient point

between the westerly side of Kent street, and the

easterly side of Market street in Newburyport, to

some convenient point in the town of Salisbury

;

said Bridge to be n*ot less than thirty six feet wide,
from outside to outside, with arches measuring in

all not less than seven hundred and fifty feet in the
clear, none of which arches shall be less than one
hundred feet, and one of which shall be at least

one^hundred and fifty feet long ; the lowest part
of each arch over the channel to be at least fifteen

feet high above common high water. There shall u^^^

also be a draw not less than thirty eight feet wide
for the accommodation of vessels, and other river

craft having a mast or masts higher than will readi
ly pass under the draw, to be opened at all times
on demand, free from expense or toll, and a suita-

ble pier on each side of the Bridge at the draw

:
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and upon the draw there shall be one lamp, and
over the centre of the highest arch there shall be

Bridgeto be light-
^'^^ lamp; and said bridge shall be sufficiently

lighted. And said bridge shall also be covered
with timber or plank, in all parts where timber or

plank are necessary ; and at all times kept in good
repair, and safe for passengers with their teams, or

otherwise, where the weight to be carried over
does not exceed four tons ; and shall also be railed

with a good railing on both sides thereof, not less

than three and a half feet high, for the safety and
security of passengers, and for the accommodation
of persons who may have occasion to pass vessels

through the bridge, from one side to the other.

Said proprietors shall place, and at all times keep
placed, one good anchor above, and one below said

draw, with a buoy to facilitate the passage through
the bridge.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That said Propri-

etors be, and they hereby are authorized and em-
May make road- powcrcd, to lay out aud make a road four rods

wide from their bridge on the Salisbury side, to the

county road leading to the east meeting house in

said Salisbury, at the expense of said proprietors

;

said Corporation to be held liable for all damages
to be sustained by any person or persons whose

Damages, l^v^^ is takcu for said road ; the amount of damage,
if the parties cannot agree, to be ascertained in the
way prescribed by law for damages sustained by
individuals, whose lands are taken for public roads ;

and it shall be the duty of said Corporation, at all

times to keep said road in good repair, and conven-

ient and safe for all having occasion to use it. And
there shall be a sufficient path way on the side of

the bridge for foot passengers, and there shall be a

fence on each side of the road or causeway.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That for the pur-

pose of reimbursing said proprietors, the money
they may expend in building and supporting said

bridge and road, they be, and hereby are authorized

and empowered to take and receive, for passing
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over said bridge, the same tolls which the Essex tou

Merrimack Bridge are authorized and empowered
to take, said toll to commence on the first day when
said bridge and road are opened for passengers,

and to continue for the term of forty years next
after and no longer; but after tliat time said bridge

shall revert to, and become the property of the

Commonwealth, and be surrendered by the pro-

prietors for the time being in good repair.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the shares

in said bridge and road shall be deemed personal

property, and divided into one thousand shares, and sbares

liable to be taken on mesne process or execution,

as the property of the owner or owners thereof,

in the same way and manner as is now by law pro-

vided for taking the share or shares of individuals

in Banking Corporations.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That said proprie-

tors shall be held to pay, to the owners of lands in

Newburyport and Salisbury, such damages as they

may sustain by reason of the erection of said bridge Dainas"-

upon their lands, and the passing of said road lead-

ing to said bridge, over their lands.

Sec. 7. Be itfurther enacted, That iifter the ex-

piration of thirty years, the Legislature shall have

a right to regulate the tolls to be taken at said

bridge.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted. That any Justice

of the Peace in the County of Essex, on the appli-

cation of any three of the proprietors, be, and here-

by is authorized, to call the first meeting ; and
said proprietors at their first meeting shall elect

a Clerk, to record the transactions of the Corpora-
pifst meetin-'

tion, who shall be sworn to tlie faithful performance
of the duties of his office, and shall at all times

keep a fair record of their doings ; and shall also

choose five directors, one of whom shall be Presi-

dent of the Corporation, and, as such, elected by
the Board of Directors. The first meeting shall be
called by printing an advertisement thereof in some
public newspaper printed in Newburyport, at least
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Aseessmentg.

six days before the time appointed for holding said

meeting; at which time, or at any future meeting,

said proprietors may agree upon the mode of calling

future meetings ; and may make such rules reg-

ulations and by-laws as they may think meet, and
may annex penalties thereto, not exceeding five

dollars. Provided, such rules, regulations and by-

laws shall in no way be repugnant to the Constitu-

tion, or laws of the Commonwealth.
Sec. 9. Be itfurther enacted, That nothing in

this act contained shall preclude said proprietors

from making any of the aforesaid arches higher or

wider.

Sec. 10. Be itfurther enacted. That the Direct-

ors be, and they hereby are authorized to make,
from time to time, such assessments on the shares

of the proprietors, as may be found necessary to

make and comjjlete said bridge, or to make any re-

pairs of the same : and if the owner of any share or

shares, shall refuse or neglect, for the space of

twenty days after notice, to pay such assessment,

the Treasurer for the time being, may cause the

share or shares of such delinquent stockholders to

be sold at public auction, for the payment there-

of, first giving notice of the time and place of sale,

four days at least, and not more thaa twenty days,

previous to the time appointed ; and the balance,
if any, arising from such sale, after paying the as-

sessment, and all reasonable charges, shall be paid
over to the owner or owners of such share or shares
on demand.

[Approved by the Governor, March 4, 1826.]


