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CHAP. LXII.

An Act regulating the Storage of Gunpowder.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives in General Covrt assembled^

and by the authority of the same, That from and
after the passing of this Act, it shall and may be
lawful for the inhabitants of each town in this Com-
monwealth, at any of their legal town meetings to

u"atftK'epin| ordcr and direct, that no Gunpowder, above the quan-
of Gunpowder.

^.^^ ^^ ^^^^ pounds, shall be kept or deposited in any

shop, store or other building, or in any ship or

vessel, which shall be within the distance of twenty

five rods from any other building or wharf; that

no Gunpowder shall be kept at any place within

the limits of such town, unless the same be well

secured in tight casks or cannisters ; that no Gun-
powder above the quantity of twenty-five pounds
shall be kept or deposited in any shop, store or

other building within ten rods of any other build-

ing; and also, that no Gunpowder, above the quan-

tity of one pound, shall be kept or deposited in

anj^ shop, store or other building within ten rods of

any other building in such town, unless the same
be well secured in copper, tin or brass cannisters,

holding not exceeding five pounds each, and closely

covered with copper, brass or tin covers.

Sec. 2. Be it jurther enacted. That upon com-
plaint made by either of the Selectmen or Fire-

wards of any town aforesaid, to either of the Jus-

tices of the Peace within the county in which said

town is situated, in which complaint shall be set

forth by such Selectman or Fireward, that he has
good cause to suspect and doth suspect that Gun-
powder is deposited and kept within the limits of
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his town, contrary to the provisions of this Act, lT^^^^^%J,Snl

such Justice of the Peace may, and he is hereby
authorized to issue his warrant, directed to either

of the constables within the town wherein such
complainant may live, ordering him to enter any
shop, store or other building, or vessel specified in

said warrant, and there to make diligent search for

the Gunpowder suspected to have been deposited

or kept as aforesaid, and to make return of his do-

ings to said Justice forthwith.

Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted, That any person

who shall violate the provisions of this Act shall

forfeit and pay a sum not less than five dollars, nor

more than twenty dollars, to be recovered in an Penalty.

action of debt by the Selectman or Fireward, who
shall first commence an action therefor, before any
Justice of the Peace, within the county wherein
the offence may be committed, and to be appropri-

ated two thirds to the use of the person suing

therefor, and one third to the use of the town in

which the offence shall be committed : Provided,

always, that the provisions of this Act shall not
^"*'''^°-

extend to any establishment erected for the manu-
facturing of Gunpowder, nor in any case to prevent
the transportation of Gunpowder, through any of

the towns in this Commonwealth, or from one part

of any town to another part thereof.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That an Act,

entitled " an Act, regulating the Storage of Gun- ^*p**'

powder," passed the twenty-first day of Februar}',

in the year of oCir Lord one thousand eight hundred
and twenty-four, be, and the same is hereb}^ repeal-

ed : Provided, that this Act shall not affect any Proviso.

penalties or forfeitures already incurred under the

Act hereby repealed.

[Approved by the Governor, February 20, 1829.]


