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CHAP. ex.

An Act in addition to the several acts defining the
general powers and duties, and regulating the
office of Sheriffs.

Sec. 1. -OE it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and
by the authority ojthe same, That the Governor, with Appointment of

the advice and consent of the council, shall nomi- covemo'''^

^^

nate and appoint some suitable person in each
county in this Commonwealth, who shall be she-
riff of the said county, and the Governor shall

remove from office all sheriffs now in office, who
may not be reappointed ; and the person so ap-
pointed shall be commissioned by the Governor for

the term of five years: Provided, however, that the
Governor, with the advice nnd consent of the coun-
cil, may remove from office any sheriff to be ap-
pointed as aforesaid, and a[)point another in his

stead, at any time when he may think proper, with-

in the said term of five years : but no sheriff, here-
after appointed, shall be held to pay the excise here- «

tofore required by law.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That the several

sheriffs, to be appointed by virtue of this act, shall Accounts.

keep a true and exact account of all monies
they shall receive, either from their deputies or oth-

erwise, by virtue of their office, and shall, on the

first Wednesday of January annually, render to the

treasurers of their respective counties, under oath,

a true account of the whole sums by them thus re-

ceived.

Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted. That the sheriffs
p^^^

shall demand and receive of their deputies, twenty
five per cent, on the amount of fees for travel, ser-

vice and levy of all writs, executions, warrants and
other precepts, excepting the travel and services

on subpoenas for summoning witnesses.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted. That, out of all

monies received by the sheriffs of the several coun-
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ties from their deputies, under the existing laws,

they shall retain, for their own use, (if they shall

have received so much) the sums following, name-
ly : The sheriff of the county of Suffolk, two thou-

sand dollars; the sheriff of the county of Essex,

one thousand dollars ; the sheriff of the county of

Middlesex, one thousand dollars ; the sherift' of the

county of Worcester, one thousand dollars ; the

sheriff of the county of Hampshire, six hundred dol-

lars; the sheriff of the county of Hampden, six hun-

dred dollars; the sheriff of the county of Franklin,

six hundred dollars ; the sheriff of the county of

Berkshire, seven hundred dollars ; the sheriff of

the county of Norfolk, seven hundred and fifty

dollars; the sheriff of the county of Bristol,

eight hundred dollars ; the sheriff of the coun-

ty of Plymouth, seven hundred dollars ; the

sheriff of the county of Barnstable, five hundred

dollars ; the sheriffof the county of Nantucket, four

hundred dollars; and the sheriff of the county of

Dukes county, two hundred dollars; and the resi-

due they shall, at the time of rendering their

accounts as aforesaid, pay over to their respective

county treasurers, for the use of the county.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the de-

puties, which shall be appointed by the sheriffs of
Duty of deputies, the scvcral counties, shall, once in twelve months

at least, and as often as shall be required, render

to their respective sheriffs, under oath, a true and

exact account of all fees which they shall have re-

ceived, or which shall accrue to them by virtue of

their office.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That for the en-

couragement of the sheriffs of each county, to take
'

^^^^'
and use all possible care and diligence for the safe

keeping of prisoners committed to his custody, he

shall have such salary allowed him, as the county

commissioners of the several counties, and the

mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston shall or-

der, not less than the sum of twenty dollars annu-

^
ally, for any county, to be paid out of the treasury
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of their respective counties : Provided, however,

that no sheriff shall receive any rent or emolument
from the gaolers and keepers of the houses of cor-

rection in the several counties, for the use or oc-

cupation of the houses provided by them for the

county.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That this act whea to take

shall take effect and have force from and after the ^"''*''-

first day of June next, and all acts or parts of acts,

inconsistent with the provisions contained in this

act, are hereby repealed : Provided, however, that

nothing in this act shall be so construed as to pre-

vent the Governor, H'ith the advice and consent of

the Council, from appointing and commissioning the

sheriffs aforesaid, at any time before the said first

day of June.

[Approved by the Governor, March 17, 1831.]

CHAP. CXI.

An Act to authorize theUnited States to take land

for a Light House on West Chop, Martha's

Vineyard, and to cede the jurisdiction of the

same.

Sec. 1 .U E it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and u^"s

'^^'^^'^ '°

by the authority of the same. That the United States

of America may purchase, or take as hereinafter is

provided, any tract of land which shall be found
necessary and convenient for a new site of the

Light House, erected on West Chop in the town
of Tishury, Dukes County, in this Commonvvealth
by the authority of Congress, with a right of wa>
from the land so taken, to the land now owned by

the United States, and to the public highway ; and
during tlie continuance and appropriation afore-

said, the jurisdiction of said tract of land, not ex-
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