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CHAP. LXX.

An Act to regulate the administration of justice

within the town of Salem.

Sec. 1. JjE it enacted by the Senate arid House

of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and

F.s{ah\\shmenio( by the authority of the same, That there shall be, and

^hriowYofSa" hereby is established, within and for the town of Sa-

lem, a Police Court, to consist of one learned, able

and discreet person, to be appointed and commission-

ed by the Governor, pursuant to the Constitution,

to take cognizance of all crimes, offences and misde-

meanors, committed within the town of Salem,

whereofjustices of the peace may take cognizance

by law, and of all offences which may be cognizable

by justices of the peace, according to the by-laws,

rules and regulations of the town of Salem, now ex-

isting, or hereafter duly established. And the Court

Determinaiion of
hereby Constituted shall hear and determine all suits,

^""^" complaints and prosecutions cognizable by it, in like

manner as is by law provided for the exercise of the

powers and authority which are or may be vested in

justices of the peace ; and do all such acts necessa-

ry to, or consistent with such powers and authority.

And the said Police Court shall also have original ex-

clusive jurisdiction and cognizance of all civil suits and

actions, which before, and until the passing of this

act, might by law be heard, tried and determined

before any justice of the peace in said town of Sa-

lem, and no writ in any such suit or action shall be

made returnable before any other justice of the

peace within said tow n of Salem, but to said police
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Court only ; and an appeal shall be allowed from all

judgments in said Police Court, in like manner and

to the same extent, that appeals are now allowed

by law from judgments of justices of the peace.

All writs and summonses and processes shall be tes-

ted by the justice of said Police Court. Provided

always, that the justice of said Police Court shall

not be of counsel or attoriK y to any party in any mat-

ter or thing whatsoever, which may be pending be-

fore said Court.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That all warrants warrants.

issued by the justice of said police court, or by any

justice of the peace within the town of Salem, shall

be made returnable, and be returned before the said

Police Court ; and if any warrant shall be issued by

any justice of the peace, the lawful fees payable

therefor shall not be paid nor allowed, unless, on the

examination or hearing before said Police Court, it

shall appear to said Court that there was just and

reasonable cause for issuing said warrant, in which

case such fees, costs and charges shall be allowed

and taxed in like manner as though said warrant had

been issued by a justice of the peace, according to

the law now in force.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Justice Duty of Justice,

of said Police Court, in addition to the services here-

in before assigned to him, shall exercise and perform

the duties of clerk of said Court, and shall tax all

bills of cost, and receive all fines and penalties, and

shall receive and keep a true and faithful account of

all fees taxable by law in said Court, and shall exhi-

bit, in the month of January in each year, to the

board of accounts hereinafter established, a partic-

ular account of all sums of money by him received

as such clerk ; and shall pay over to the town treas-
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Compensaiion.

Time of holding

courti

urer, immediately after his account shall have been

examined and certified by said board of accounts,

the balance, if any, which may appear to be due

from him, after deducting the sum which he is here-

inafter authorized to retain for his own use ; and

the accounts so exhibited, from time to time, shall be

recorded by the town treasurer, in a book to be by

him kept for that purpose, when the same, with the

certificate of allowance thereof by said board, shall

be exhibited to him by the justice of said police

court ; and the said accounts shall be filed and safe-

ly kept by said treasurer. And the justice of said

police court shall give bond, with one or more surety

or sureties, to the acceptance of the said treasurer,

for the faithful performance of the duties of his of-

fice, as clerk, in such penalty as the selectmen of

said town of Salem shall determine.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the justice

of said police court, shall be entitled to retain for his

own use, out of all monies received by him, in each

year, for fees, fines and penalties as aforesaid, the sum

of one thousand dollars, in full compensation for all

services assigned to him by the provisions of this

act.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That a court shall

be held by said justice, on two several days in each

week, at nine of the clock in the forenoon, and as

much oftener as may be necessary, to take cogni-

zance of crimes, offences and misdemeanors ; and

on one day, every week, at ten of the clock in the

forenoon, and at such other times at may be neces-

sary, for the trial of civil suits and actions. And the

justice of said police court shall, from time to time,

establish all necessary rules for the orderly and uni-

form conducting of the business of said court, both

civil and criminal.
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Sec. 6. Be itfurther cfiacted, That all suits,

actions, and prosecutions, which shall be institut-

ed, and which shall be pending before any justice of

the peace, within the town of Salem, at the time

when this act takes effect, shall be heard and de-

termined, as though said act had not been passed.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted. That the clerk Board of ac-
*^ counts.

of the courts, and the county attorney for the coun-

ty of Essex, shall be and they hereby are constitu-

ted a board of accounts ; and the said board shall

assemble in the month of January in each year, and

as much oftener as may be necessary, and when so

assembled shall have power, and it shall be their du-

ty, to adjust, liquidate, examine and allow all bills of

costs, accounts and charges, which may be made, or

which may arise in the course of proceedings in said

police court ; and the said board shall certify that

said accounts, charges and expenses, have been ex-

amined and allowed by them ; and the certificate of

such examination and allowance shall be endorsed

on the accounts exhibited to said board, and shall

be addressed to the public officer by whom such

charges, fees and expenses may be payable by law;

and the members of the said board of accounts shall

be entitled to have and receive, out of the treasury

of said town of Salem, the sum of three dollars, res-

pectively, for each and every day which shall be by

them devoted to the performance of the duties here-

by assigned to them.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That there shall special justices.

be appointed by the Governor, with the advice and

consent of council, two special justices for said

police court, and whenever it shall happen that the

standing justice of said court shall be interested in

any suit or prosecution, cognizable in said court, or
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shall from any cause, be unable to hear and deter-

mine any matter or thing pending therein, the cause

shall be assigned on the record, and the court shall

beheld, and its jurisdiction exercised, by one of said

special justices, upon a summons issued to him by

the standing justice of said court; and the said spe-

cial justices shall be paid for the time actually em-

ployed in performing the services herein assigned to

them, out of the treasury of the town, such sum as

the standing justice of said court would be entitled

to receive for the same time, and the amount thus

paid to said special justices, or either of them, shall

be deducted from the salary allowed to the standing

justice of said court.

Reiurns. ^Ec. 9. Be it further enacted, That the justice

of said police court shall make a return to the sever-

al courts of all legal processes, and of his doings

therein, in the same manner as justices of the peace

are now by law required to do.

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted. That this act

Operation; shall go into Operation on and after the first day of

October next ; and that all acts and parts of acts

which are repugnant to the provisions of this act, be,

and the same are hereby repealed. Provided, that

this act shall not be so construed as to prevent the

Governor, with the advice and consent of the coun-

cil, from appointing and commissioning the saidjus-

tice and special justices, at any time before the said

first day of October.

[Approved by the Governor, June 23, 1831.]


