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CHAP. CXXXIII.

An Act to establish a Fire Department in the town

of Troy.

Sec. 1. UE it enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and
Choice of fire- by the authoritii of the same. That the inhabi-
wards. "^

^

c/ ^

tants of the town of Troy, at their annual meeting

for the choice of town officers, shall choose by bal-

lot, a number of persons, not exceeding twenty, for

firewards, who shall possess the same authority, and

exercise the same powers in relation to the extin-

guishing of fires, as firewards did by law possess

and exercise previous to the passing of this act.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That the fire-

wards so chosen shall, as soon as may be, meet at

some convenient place in said town, and organize

themselves into a board, by choosing a chairman,

and it shall be the duty ot the town clerk of said

town, to appoint the time and place of the first

meeting of the firewards after they have been cho-

sen as aforesaid, and all succeeding meetings, when

required by the chairman, and notify them of the

same. He shall preside at the election of the

chairman, and shall also be clerk of the board, and

record all their proceedings in a book kept for that

purpose, and shall receive for his services such com-

pensation from the town as the board of firewards

shall determine.

Nomination of Sec. 3. Bc it furthcr enacted, That the said
Enginemei).

board of firewards be, and they arc hereby author-

Organization.
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ized and required to exercise all the powers, and

perform all the duties, in relation to the nomination

and appointment of enginemen, which the select-

men of said town have been heretofore hy law autho-

rized and required to exercise and perform ; and all

appointments made by said board of firewards pur-

suant to this act shall subject the persons thus ap-

pointed to the same duties, and entitle them to the

same privileges and exemptions as enginemen are

by law entitled to when appointed by the selectmen.

Provided, however, that they shall not be exempted

from military duty unless they shall annually pro-

duce to the commanding officer of the company

within whose bounds they reside, certificates of their

appointments from the said board of firewards, sign-

ed by their chairman.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said Appointment of

enginemen, otc.

board of firewards be, and they are hereby authoriz-

ed and empowered to appoint such number of men
to the engines, hose and hook and ladder carriages,

and to constitute a company for the securing of pro-

perty when endangered by fire, as they shall think

expedient, provided, that the number of men appoint-

ed to each and every hydraulion or engine with suc-

tion hose shall not exceed one hundred ; to each and

every hydraulion or engine without suction hose fif-

ty men ; to each and every mill hydraulion or forc-

ing pump operated by water power, and to manage

the hose respectively belonging to each, fifteen men
;

to each and every hook and ladder carriage, forty

men ; and to act as a company for the rescuing of

property when endangered by fire twenty five men
;

they are also authorized and empowered to appoint

three men as engineers or inspectors of fire appara-

tus, who shall also be general inspectors of all caus-
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es of complaint, where it is alleged that individuals

or the public are in danger of loss by fire from such

causes : and the said engine, hose, hook and ladder

carriage men, and the men for rescuing of property,

are authorized to organize themselves into distinct

companies under the direction of the firevvards, to

elect directors or captains, clerks, and other officers,

to establish such rules and regulations as may be ap-

proved by the iirewards, and to annex penalties to

the same, which may be recovered by the clerk of

any company, so organized, before any justice of

the peace in the county of Bristol
;
provided, that no

penalty^ shall exceed the sum of ten dollars, and that

such rules and regulations shall not be repugnant

to the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth,

and the said penalties shall be appropriated to the

use of said companies, severally, as they shall di-

rect.

Firewardsto Sec 5. Bc it further enacted, That the said
liave the care of

/-.
i , ,

apparatus. hrcwards shall have the care and superintendance

of the public engines, hose, fire hooks, and ladders,

together with the buildings, fixtures and appendages

thereto belonging, and all other apparatus owned by

the said town of Troy, that is used for the extinguish-

ment of fire, and shall cause the same to be kept in

repair, and may, from time to time, make such al-

terations and improvements therein as they shall

deem expedient, provided, that the sum expended for

such repairs, alterations and improvements, shall not

exceed in any one year the sum of one hundred

dollars, unless the said town of Troy shall have pre-

viously assented to a larger appropriation.

Inspection of fire
^^c. 6. Bc it further euacted, That the engin-

apparaitis.
eers or inspectors to be appointed as provided for in

this act, shall inspect from time to time all the ap-
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paratus for extinguishing fire belonging to, and in

the use of said town of Troy, and report their con-

dition to the said board of firewards whenever they

shall require it. And it shall also be the duty of

said engineers or inspectors, in case of any of the

apparatus belonging to said town of Troy having

been wantonly or wilfully damaged, injured or des-

troyed, to make diligent inquiry, to ascertain by

whom said damage, injury or destruction was com-

mitted, and to report such information as they shall

obtain, to the treasurer of said town, who shall, if

the information received from the engineers or in-

spectors be sufficient to sustain an action against

any person or persons, immediately prosecute such

offender or offenders in the name of the town ac-

cording to the law in such cases made and provided.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That the said SefSTegiia!

board of firewards, at any meeting called as herein
"°"^"

before provided, may establish such rules and ordi-

nances as they may judge proper to prohibit or reg-

ulate the carrying of fire, fire-brands, lighted matches

or any other ignited material, openly in the streets

and thoroughfares of said town, or in such parts

thereof as they may designate, and to prohibit any

owner or owners, occupant or occupants of any

building within said town, or such parts thereof as

said board of firewards shall designate, from erect-

ing or maintaining any defective chimney, hearth,

oven, stove or stove pipe, fire frame, or other fix-

ture, deposit of ashes, or any mixture or other ma-

terial which may produce fire by spontaneous com-

bustion, or whatever else may give just cause of

alarm, and may be the means of kindling, or spread-

ing fire. Provided, such rules and ordinances shall

not be repugnant to the constitution and laws of
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this Commonwealth, and shall not be binding until

the same shall be approved by the inhabitants of

said town in legal meeting held for that purpose,

and published in some newspaper printed in said

town, and the said board of firewards maj annex

suitable penalties for the breach of any of said rules

and ordinances, not exceeding the sum of twenty

dollars for any one breach thereof, and the same

may be prosecuted for, and collected before any

justice of the peace for the county of Bristol, not

being an inhabitant of said town of Troy, in the

name of the treasurer of said town, and all penal-

ties so recovered shall be appropriated by said board

of firewards for the improvement of the fire appa-

ratus of said town.

Act, when to Sec. 8. Be it further enacted. That this act
take effect.

, n i rr i i -i
shall take effect when accepted by said town of

Troy, at any meeting called for that purpose, at

which meeting the firewards contemplated in this

act shall be elected as herein prescribed, who shall

hold their office one year, or until the next succeed-

ing election of town officers in said town of Troy

shall take place, when a new election of firewards

shall be had, any thing in this act to the contrary

notwithstanding, but vacancies, that shall at any

time occur in said board, may be filled at any town

meeting legally notified, and all persons elected as

firewards shall be notified of their election and shall

make known their acceptance or refusal in the same

manner, and be subject to the same penalties for

neglecting so to do, as was established by law pre-

vious to the passing of this act.

[Approved by the Governor, March 16, 1832.]


