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hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into shares

of one hundred dollars each, to be paid in such in-

stalments, and at such times as the stockholders

may direct : provided, the whole be paid in within

one year from the passing of this act.

[Approved by the Governor, March 28, 1833.]

iiiff or counter-

CHAP. CCXXII.

An Act in addition to " An Act Qgainst Forgery

and Counterfeiting."

Sec. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives in General Court assembled, and

by the authority of the same, That, if any person shall penaiiy for forg-

bring into, or shall have in his possession, within leaing.

this state, any false, forged, and counterfeit bill or

bills, note or notes, in the similitude of the bills or

notes payable to the bearer thereof, issued by, or

for any bank or banking company, which shall

purport to be established in any of the British Pro-

vinces in North America, or vvithin any other for-

eign state or government, for the purpose of ren-

dering the same current as true, or with intent to

pass the same, knowing the same to be false, forged

and counterfeit, every such offender, upon the

conviction thereof, shall be punished by solitary

imprisonment, for such term, not exceeding three

months, and by confinement afterwards to hard

labor for such term, not exceeding three years, or
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by a fine, not exceeding one thousand dollars, and

imprisonment in the common gaol, not exceeding

one year, as the court, before whom the conviction

may be, shall sentence and order, according to the

aggravation of the offence.

Punishment in Sec. 2. Be it farther enacted. That, if any per-
case of offence. ^ •' *

son shall engrave, form, make or mend, or shall

begin to engrave, form, make or mend any

plate or plates, paper, rolling press, or other tool,

instrument or material, devised, adapted and de-

signed for the stamping, forging, and making any

false and counterfeit bills or notes, which have been,

or which shall be issued by or for any bank or

banking company, which is or shall be established

in any of the British Provinces in North Ameri-

ca, or within any oiher foreign state or govern-

ment, or shall have in his possession any such

plate or plates, engraven in any part, or any paper,

rolling press, or other tool, instrument or m.aterial,

devised, adapted and designed, as aforesaid, with the

intent to use and employ the same, or to cause or

permit the same to be used and employed, in forg-

ing and making any such false and counterfeit

bills or notes, every person so offending, who shall

be thereof duly convicted, shall be punished by

Form of punish- solitary imprisonment for such term, not exceed-

ing three months, and by confinement afterwards

to hard labor for such term, not exceeding three

years, or by fine, not exceeding five hundred dol-

lars, and by imprisonment in the common gaol, for

such term, not exceeding one year, as the court,

before whom the conviction may be, shall sentence

and order, according to the aggravation of the of-

fence.

Testimony of Sec. 3. Bc it further enacted. That in all prosecu-
president ma^ be ./ ' i

dispensed with.
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tions for offences described in the first section of

this act, the testimony of the president or cashier of

any of the banks in said British Provinces, or in

such other foreign state or government, may be dis-

pensed with ; but in all such cases it shall be law^-

ful to admit the testimony of any witness acquaint-

ed with the signature of the officers of said banks,

or who may have knowledge of the difference be-

tween the true and the counterfeit bills or notes of

said banks, to prove that such bills or notes are

counterfeit ; any law or practice to the contrary

notwithstanding.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the several counshavinff
^ cognizance, &c.

courts having cognizance of offences under the act

to which this is in addition, shall have cognizance

in like manner of all offences under this act.

[Approved by the Governor, March 28, 1833.]
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