
State Library of Massachusetts
2011 Annual Report

State Library of Massachusetts
2011 Annual Report

State Library of Massachusetts
2011 Annual Report

Decorated Publishers’ Bindings
1840 to 1930: 

Collections from
the State Library of Massachusetts

Decorated Publishers’ Bindings
1840 to 1930: 

Collections from
the State Library of Massachusetts

Decorated Publishers’ Bindings
1840 to 1930:

Collections from
The State Library of Massachusetts



Message from the State Librarian
I am pleased to report that the past year at the library has been very successful.   We have con-
tinued to increase the number of items that are available to the public from our electronic re-
pository by adding digitized items to our digital repository.  People from all over the world are 
able to view our collection without leaving their home.  Every year the number of people that 
view and download our items continues to increase.

During the past year more than 60,000 new items were added to DSpace and the number of 
downloads more than doubled from the previous year to 1.7 million.  Some of the items that 
were added included the Acts and Resolves from 1780 to 1959, over 500 maps, 500 photo-
graphs, reports, manuscripts, and atlases produced in the 19th and 20th centuries.  In June, the 
library upgraded the DSpace software from version 1.52 to version 1.7.2.  This upgrade will 
allow us to view item level statistics and to make bulk metadata changes.  

This year the library started its first fundraising campaign.  We mailed fundraising letters to 
potential supporters and I am very thrilled with our response rate.  We have also started to sell 
note cards and a poster of the Decorated Publishers’ Bindings exhibit.  All of the revenue that is 
collected is deposited into our Expendable Trust Fund that funds the operation of vital library 
services.  I would like to thank everyone that contributed to our fundraising campaign.

After a few years of staff reductions due to budget reductions, the library over the past year has 
finally been able to hire some new staff.  In February 2011, I was pleased to hire a new Head 
of Special Collections and I am very pleased that she joined the State Library.  After her arrival 
a major reorganization of Special Collections was conducted.  The preservation lab was moved 
to the back of the stacks and the processing area and desks of Special Collections was moved to 
the area formerly occupied by the preservation lab.  The entire area was cleaned, old furniture 
was removed, and reorganized to improve the working conditions.  I also hired a program co-
ordinator in March who started as an intern in July 2010 and she recently completed digitizing 
our collection of World War I photographs of soldiers. 

The library has continued its popular Brown Bag lunches with staff and outside experts as guest 
speakers.  We are increasing the number of events that are held at the library.  To commemo-
rate the first reading of the Declaration of Independence in Boston, on July 18, 2011 we held 
a public reading of the Declaration of Independence that we plan to continue every year.  We 
hosted an inauguration ceremony for the Commissioner of DCAM that was attended by over 
200 people.  We are working on increasing the events at the library to raise more revenue.  

I would like to thank our Board of Trustees, the Executive Office of Administration and Fi-
nance, the staff of the library, our donors, and our very loyal patrons for their support.  Without 
their support we would not be able to provide quality services to the public.  

Thank you and I hope you enjoy the annual report.

Sincerely,

Elvernoy Johnson
State Librarian

State Library of Massachusetts
24 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02133   
www.mass.gov/lib

Please visit our Facebook page, State Library Blog,
and the State Library Flickr page



2011 State Library Statistics

2011 Highlights
•     The Special Collections Department completed over 7,938 repairs to 4,265 items
• Continued to hold the Brown Bag lunch series with topics ranging from book    

preservation to investigative reporting
• Conducted V.I.P. tours of hidden treasures and collections
• The library received a gift of the wrap that the Bradford manuscript was shipped  

in to the United States when it returned from England in 1897
• The library received a $29,273 LSTA grant for Digitizing Historical Resources
• Postcards of the State House and World War I Soldiers were digitized
• The library held three exhibits: Butterflies of North America and Britain; Congres-

sional Redistricting Through the Years; and Decorated Publishers’ Bindings from 
1840 to 1930: Collections from the State Library of Massachusetts

• The workroom was repainted and reorganized.  The Periodical Room was entirely 
cleaned out and organized to beautify and declutter the library stacks

• Installed 44 public and staff computers
• Staff have attended over 40 professional development workshops, seminars, and 

webinars
• Launched a Wikipedia page about the library
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On July 20th, scanning was 
completed on the collection 
of World War I portraits 
given to the State Library by 
the Boston Globe in 1935.
The collection contains over 
11,000 images of 8,487 New 
England Soldiers.

World War I Photo Project

Clockwise from left:  Corp. James F. Kearney, Co. F, 104th 
Infantry; Capt. Joseph F. Lebel, Co. K, Third Maine Infantry; 
Sera�no Mitolo, E 301 Engineers; Lt. Belvin Maynard, 
Flying Parson; E. R. Tucker, 101st Infantry 2nd Recruit Co.; 
Edwin C. Poppie, Co. I. 104 Infantry.




