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With the Commonwealth consuming open land at a rapid rate, the redevelopment and revitalization of our neighborhoods

represents nothing less than an economic-development and environmental imperative. By administering the Brownfields

Redevelopment Fund, MassDevelopment and the Brownfields Advisory Group help to maximize the efficient use of urban

areas and transform blighted properties into places where people can live and do business.

This Annual Report covers another period of remarkable milestones for the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund. The

General Court gave a tangible endorsement of our work by recapitalizing the Fund with $30 million. We thank the

Legislature for this vote of confidence and pledge to ensure the wise expenditure of these funds. To do so, MassDevelopment

has initiated two new brownfields programs, a solicitation for Priority Project designations and a first-in-state pilot

program to look at mitigating above-ground asbestos and lead paint.

The first five designated Priority Projects hail from around the state: Boston, Great Barrington, Lynn, New Bedford, and

North Brookfield. Each site can receive up to $2 million in flexible financing and the Priority Project designation will help

to attract development. These projects have the potential to play particularly important roles in improving urban business

prospects around the Commonwealth. The New Bedford project, for instance, will help to improve the Business Park, “a

great source of growth for our tax base and jobs” according to Mayor Scott Lang in his March 1 State of the City address.

Projects in eight municipalities – Boston, Fitchburg, Haverhill, Lawrence, North Adams, Orange, Taunton, and Worcester

– shared $1 million in one-time grants to abate above-ground asbestos and lead paint. Prospects for this new program

appear promising. As the head of the Worcester project told the Banker & Tradesman in a story that ran on May 28, 2007,

“MassDevelopment funding is a huge piece of getting this moving quickly rather than cautiously. If we jump-start

this building, other things will come up around it. Someone has to take the risk, but it’s difficult to proceed

without state subsidies.”

The Brownfields Advisory Group and MassDevelopment look forward to continuing to take these risks prudently and to

carrying out the essential mission of the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund enthusiastically. On behalf of both the Agency

and the Advisory Group, we thank you for your interest in and support of brownfields redevelopment in Massachusetts. 

Respectfully,

Robert L. Culver Vivien Li

President/CEO Chairperson

MassDevelopment Brownfields Advisory Group 

A Message from the Brownfields
Advisory Group and MassDevelopment



The successes of the Brownfields Redevelopment

Fund are many. Since the inception of the Fund,

more than 470 loans and grants, totaling $44.2 

million, have been awarded. The $28.3 million 

disbursed to date under these awards have funded

environmental assessments and remediation work

at 125 former brownfields sites. An additional 80

projects that received assistance from the Fund are

in pre-construction or construction stages.

Redevelopment of these former brownfields sites

will provide more than 4,700 new affordable and

market rate rental and home ownership housing

units throughout the state, and are

expected to generate more than 5,500

permanent jobs. The importance of

continuing to redevelop brownfields

into productive, attractive properties

led the Legislature to appropriate

another $30 million to the Fund in

July, 2006.

Introduction

Created by the Legislature in 1998, the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund helps to build strong, thriving and

prosperous communities throughout the Commonwealth. Working with local partners, this early stage

funding assists in converting former industrial sites, abandoned buildings and vacant lots into new

business centers, affordable housing and community facilities.  

The site is now home to The Arbors, an assisted 
living community in Greenfield.

Greenfield Tap & Die

Demolition at the former Greenfield Tap & Die site.



Site assessment grants to certain eligible entities or unsecured, interest free loans are available up to

$100,000 per project. Remediation grants and flexible, below-market loans of up to $500,000 are

also available.

Applications and information about the Brownfields

Redevelopment Fund are provided on MassDevelopment’s

web site, www.massdevelopment.com. MassDevelopment

works to promote awareness of the Fund and provides

technical assistance to applicants through its five regional

offices and several satellite offices across the state.

Regional staff members attend local business and 

community events and meet individually with 

potential applicants.    

This fall, MassDevelopment will co-sponsor free 

public workshops on the statewide Brownfields 

redevelopment strategy with all state agencies that 

manage brownfields programs. The workshops 

will be held in Springfield, Adams, Taunton, 

Fall River, Andover, Boston and Worcester.

The Brownfields Redevelopment Fund provides site assessment funding to determine the extent of in-ground

contamination and develop a remediation strategy. The Fund also provides remediation funding to remove or

contain soil or ground water contamination. Eligible entities include for-profit and nonprofit organizations,

community development corporations, municipalities and individuals working on sites located in

Economically Distressed Areas (EDAs).
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Program Description

The Worcester Polytechnic Institute's (WPI) Life Science and
Bioengineering Center in Gateway Park, an 11-acre former 
brownfields site in Worcester, is being developed by WPI and the
Worcester Business Development Corporation. The 
state-of-the-art-building houses research facilities, faculty
offices, meeting rooms and a life science incubator facility.

Gateway Park

Laboratory space in WPI’s Life Science and
Bioengineering Center.



Weir Village, Taunton

In 1979, a group of neighborhood residents concerned about the 

neglect of Taunton’s historic Weir Village came 

together and established the WEIR Corporation to reinvigorate 

the neighborhood. One of the first large projects undertaken 

was the redevelopment of the historic Robertson Mill 

on the Taunton River. The Brownfields Fund provided a 

site assessment award for the project in 2002. The converted 

textile mill was redeveloped into 64 units of affordable housing 

as well as 18,000 square feet of space for small businesses. In 2007, 

the Fund again provided financial assistance to the Weir Village; it

awarded the City of Taunton an Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement

Pilot Program grant for the F. B. Rogers building. The mill building 

overlooking the Taunton River will be developed into 43 loft 

condominium units including nine affordable units. In addition to 

revitalizing mill buildings, the Corporation has also 

redeveloped the Riverfront Park providing residents with 

recreation and cultural opportunities as well as a site for the 

annual summer Taunton River Festival. By supporting the 

commitment of the WEIR Corporation, the Brownfields Fund is 

supporting revitalization of historic Weir Village.

Brownfields Redevelopment Fund
Working with Communities to Rebuild Neighborhoods

Many of the projects financed by the Fund are part of larger community plans. In some instances, the Fund

made multiple awards to a project or supported multiple projects within a neighborhood. The following

stories illustrate how the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund is helping to change the face of communities and

improve the quality of life for citizens of the Commonwealth.

The F. B. Rogers building, a former silver manufacturing site in Weir Village,
is a recipient of an Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot Program grant.
The building will be redeveloped into loft-style condominium units.

The Robertson Mill on the River 
building in 2002.

The Robertson Mill on the River 
building today.



100 Bridge Street, Great Barrington

The CDC of South Berkshire is spearheading efforts to redevelop 

the former 8.2-acre New England Log Homes’ property on the banks of 

the Housatonic River. Vacated in 1993 and destroyed by fire in 

2001, the property is currently abandoned.  

The redevelopment of this site is key to connecting the residential 

neighborhood to the vibrant downtown and to providing Great Barrington

residents access to the river. After demolition and remediation activities are

completed, the CDC of South Berkshire intends to partner with a 

developer to redevelop the site into a mix of residential and 

commercial uses compatible with the character and needs of Great

Barrington. The projected 90,000 square feet of new construction 

includes mixed-income housing, and commercial and retail space anchored 

by a grocery store. The Brownfields Redevelopment Fund is supporting 

this important neighborhood initiative with a $2 million project 

designation. Of this amount, $2,800 has been approved

for assessment of in-ground contamination.

Cedar Tree Development, Amesbury

Soon after Amesbury was settled in 1642, the waters of the Powwow River were harnessed to provide 

energy for mills, and a simple farming community began its ascent into American industrial history. 

Like many communities, Amesbury is committed to the adaptive reuse of these old mill buildings.  

The Cedar Tree Development project is a renovation of a former textile

mill located near downtown Amesbury. In 2001, the Brownfields

Redevelopment Fund provided a site assessment award to the Town of

Amesbury prior to the sale of the building. The Fund subsequently 

provided a remediation loan to the current owner, a private 

developer, to clean up ground water contamination on the site.

The building is now being renovated into an energy efficient green

building incorporating on-site renewable power generation.

MassDevelopment is providing the construction-to-permanent financing

for the project. Once complete, the mill will house artist studios and

gallery space, enhancing the cultural community of Amesbury.

New England Log Homes’ processing facility
after a fire in 2001.

Architectural rendering of proposed mixed-
use building in Great Barrington provided by
Clark & Green Architecture and Design.

Former textile mill in Amesbury being 
converted to artist studios and gallery space.
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Once dominated by vacant lots, deteriorating apartment houses and 

abandoned mill buildings, the Kilby-Gardner-Hammond area is being 

transformed into a neighborhood with a strong sense of community thanks to

the collaborative efforts of various public/private partnerships among 

neighborhood residents, Main South CDC, Clark University, the Boys 

& Girls Club of Worcester and the City of Worcester. 

Today, a well-equipped Boys & Girls Club and a new athletic 

complex as well as affordable rental housing, home ownership

buildings and planned retail and condominium units make

up the new neighborhood. The Brownfields Redevelopment 

Fund and MassDevelopment have contributed to this 

ongoing revitalization by providing site assessment funding, 

an Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot Program grant and 

predevelopment assistance as well as tax-exempt bond financing 

for projects in the neighborhood.

State and local incentives also helped this site to work 

economically by addressing environmental cleanup 

and the re-use of a contaminated inner-city property.

Working with Communities

Kilby-Gardner-Hammond, Worcester

New rental housing available
to residents of the South Main
Street neighborhood in
Worcester.

The former Loom Works Building, a recipient of a
Brownfields Site Assessment award, recently received
an Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot 
Program grant; the building will be redeveloped 
by Main South CDC into a mixed-use space 
containing 105 condominium units.

A former brownfields site was redeveloped into a new Boys & Girls Club as part of the
redevelopment of this 30-acre inner city neighborhood.Affordable homes are being constructed

in the Kilby-Gardner-Hammond 
neighborhood.



Spanning approximately 10 acres in the Roxbury 

and Jamaica Plain neighborhoods and close to the Jackson

Square MBTA Station, the planned redevelopment of 

Jackson Square exemplifies true smart growth 

ideals. Jackson Square Partners, a partnership 

between Urban Edge Housing Corporation, Jamaica Plain

Neighborhood Development Corporation and the Hyde 

Square Task Force with funding support from 

several federal, state, local and philanthropic 

organizations, will transform this urban area into a 

model community over the next few years.

To be built in phases, the proposed plan will create 

50,000 square feet of community space including 

a youth and family center; outdoor parks;

67,000 square feet of small and medium retail 

and office space; more than 400 units of affordable, 

rental and home ownership housing; and 

structured and street parking as well as 

improvements to pedestrian ways and access to 

the MBTA station. Buildings will be constructed as 

“green” buildings making this an environmentally 

progressive neighborhood. The Brownfields 

Redevelopment Fund is funding early stage environmental

work at Jackson Square. An initial site assessment 

has been completed on much of the property 

and Phase II assessment work on soil and ground 

water contamination on the site is underway. 

Construction of Phase I of the project is expected 

to begin in the spring of 2008.

to Rebuild Neighborhoods

Jackson Square, Boston

Current view of the intersection of Centre Street and
Columbus Avenue in the Jackson Square neighborhood.

Building with 103 rental housing units and stores on the
street level to be constructed on Centre Street. Architect 
rendering provided by ADD, Inc.

A Youth and Family Building will provide community 
space for the neighborhood. Architectural rendering 
provided by Leers Weinzapfel Associates.
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During the period April 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007, MassDevelopment approved 47 loan and grant awards totaling

$8 million under the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund; 40 awards closed during the same period. Once completed,

these projects are projected to create more than 1,000 new housing units and 900 new jobs.  

In November 2006, MassDevelopment awarded priority status to five projects through a Notice of Funding Availability

and reserved $10.0 million of the Fund to meet these potential financing requirements. Another $5.0 million was

reserved for priority development sites designated under MGL c. 43D. 

Summary of Brownfield Fund Activity 4/1/06 – 6/30/07

Total Approved Awards $07,974,614

Number of Approved Awards 0,0000,0047

Total Closed Awards 005,435,758

Number of Closed Awards 040

Award Disbursements 003,308,559

Award Repayments 002,571,640

Number of Awards in the Pipeline 017

Total Awards in Pipeline 003,515,200

All new awards for the period are listed at the end of this

report.

Financial Status of the Fund 
April 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007

Summary of Brownfield Fund Activity As of 6/30/07

Beginning Fund Balance (9/98) $20,024,000

Add:

Fund Recapitalization (6/01) 0     09,975,084

Fund Recapitalizaiton (10/06) 030,000,000

Principal, Interest and Fee

Payments 009,779,065

Investment Income 007,658,073

Less:

Award Disbursements 028,309,281

Undisbursed Awards 00     2,328,364

Committed (not closed) Awards:

aaAsbestos and Lead Paint Abatement 

Pilot Program 0     01,000,000

aaSite Assessment Awards 0     02,088,250

Operating Expenses

aaMassDevelopment 002,983,160

aaExternal 00,0634,983

Uncommitted Funds 040,092,194

Pipeline 00     3,515,200

Reserve for Priority Projects 00     9,997,200

Reserve for 43D Projects 0     05,000,000

Adjusted Uncommitted Funds $21,579,784



Project Listings
April 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007

Central Region

Fitchburg
Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot Program
Twin Cities CDC/H.M. Francis 
Commercial Bank Building
$130,000

Gardner
Site Assessment
City of Gardner/60 Mill Street
$40,500

Site Assessment
City of Gardner/60 Mill Street
$17,500

Grafton
Site Assessment
Fisherville Redevelopment Company/
Fisherville Mill
$300,000

Worcester
Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot Program
Main South CDC/Loom Works Building
$350,000

Site Assessment
Main South CDC/93 Grand Street
$8,500

Site Assessment
Main South CDC/93 Grand Street
$38,000

Greater Boston Region

Cambridge
Site Assessment
Just A Start Corporation/Webster Apartments
$50,000

Chelsea
Site Assessment
Catamount Investment Management/
144-155 Beech Street
$50,000

Remediation
Chelsea Neighborhood Housing Services/
Box District Homes
$1,500,000

Dorchester
Site Assessment
Codman Square NDC/Codman Crossing/Talbot Avenue
$12,750

Site Assessment
Dorchester Bay EDC/259 Quincy Street/
City Fresh
$18,000

Site Assessment
Dorchester Bay EDC/Bowdoin Geneva III
$45,000

Site Assessment
Dorchester Bay EDC/
Maxwell Estates/East Cottage Street
$18,000

Site Assessment/Remediation
Sojourner House, Inc.
$193,300
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Greater Boston Region (cont.)

Jamaica Plain
Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot Program
Jamaica Plain NDC/Blessed Sacrament Campus
$86,000

Site Assessment
Urban Edge Housing Corporation/
St. Andrews Property/Walk Hill Street
$25,500

Roslindale
Site Assessment
Urban Edge Housing Corporation/Hyde/Blakemore
$10,000

Roxbury
Site Assessment
Cheney Street, LLC
$15,000

Site Assessment
Madison Park CDC/2451 Washington/
975 Shawmut Avenue
$36,000

Site Assessment
Nuestra Comunidad Development Corporation/
Quincy Commons
$16,360

Site Assessment/Remediation
Jackson Square Partners/Jackson Square
$110,000

Site Assessment/Remediation
Lena Park CDC/Lena New Boston, LLC/
Olmsted Green
$1,650,000

Quincy
Site Assessment
Green Knight, LLC/Independence Avenue
$22,000

Northeast Region

Amesbury
Remediation
Cedar Tree Development, LLC
$423,000

Remediation
Parking for Amesbury, LLC
$472,904

Dracut
Remediation
FKBE I, LLC
$50,000

Haverhill
Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot Program
Planning Office for Urban Affairs/Hayes Building
$130,000

Lawrence
Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot Program
Lawrence CommunityWorks, Inc./
211A-219 Farnham Street
$14,000

Lowell
Site Assessment
Architectural Heritage Foundation, Inc./
HCL Acquisition, LLC
$22,000

Lynn
Site Assessment
Lynn Community Health Center, Inc.
$8,175

Salem
Remediation
MRM Project Management, LLC
$594,000



Southeast Region

Attleboro
Site Assessment
Liston Realty, LLC/1362 County Street
$25,000

Remediation
Attleboro Redevelopment Authority
$500,000

Plymouth
Remediation
Plymouth Redevelopment Authority
$500,000

Rehoboth
Site Assessment
McGuirk Fence Company
$25,000

Taunton
Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot Program
City of Taunton/F. B. Rogers Building
$120,000

West Region

Agawam
Site Assessment
Villa Fiore Condominium
$13,950

Easthampton
Site Assessment
One Partners, LLC/
Paradise One Condominium Community
$11,700

Great Barrington
Site Assessment
CDC of South Berkshire/100 Bridge Street
$2,800

Northampton
Site Assessment
Pioneer Valley Hotel Group
$47,000

North Adams
Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot Program
Arch Street Development, LLC/
Clark Biscuit Apartments
$120,000

Site Assessment
Arch Street Development, LLC/
Clark Biscuit Apartments
$8,175

Orange
Asbestos and Lead Paint Abatement Pilot Program
Town of Orange/Putnam Hall Redevelopment
$50,000

Pittsfield
Site Assessment
Pittsfield Economic Revitalization Corporation/
1644 East Street
$50,000

Springfield
Remediation
Ashford Place Winn II, LLC
$335,000

Westfield
Site Assessment
Hampden Hampshire Housing Partnership
$50,000

*For a complete Brownfields Redevelopment Fund project
listing, visit www.massdevelopment.com.
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Vivien Li, Chairperson

Executive Director 

The Boston Harbor Association

Jeffrey Bernstein, Esq.

Partner

BCK Law P.C.

Michael Crawford

Executive Vice President & COO 

Commerce Bank & Trust

Jeanne DuBois

Executive Director

Dorchester Bay Economic Development Corporation

Andre Leroux

Executive Director of Neighborhood Planning

Lawrence CommunityWorks

Arleen O’Donnell

Acting Commissioner 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

April Anderson, Designee

Massachusetts Department of Business and Technology

Benjamin Ericson, Esq., Designee

Office of the Attorney General

This report is dedicated to the memory of James D.P. Farrell, Brownfields Unit Chief 

in the Office of the Attorney General and a member of the Brownfields Advisory Group 

from 1999 to 2004, whose legacy of advocacy and optimism continues to break 

down the barriers to redevelopment and inspire revitalization in communities 

throughout the Commonwealth.

as of June 30, 2007

Brownfields Advisory Group
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