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The mission of South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School: 

To prepare each student for college
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 

Board of Trustees 

August 1, 2003 

Dear Friends of South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School: 

As Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 
(SBHA), I am pleased to present to you this Annual Report highlighting our fifth year.  

The 2002-03 school year brought some important organizational changes.  This year, we added an 
11th grade class, our student population reached 267, and our staff grew to 40.  In order to most 
effectively manage the growing organization, the school established two new positions to assist the 
Principal in leading the school: 1) SBHA Co-Founder and Principal for four years Brett Peiser, 
became Executive Director to lead the school’s search for a permanent facility and work with the 
Board on fundraising, finance, and other key organizational issues.  Susan Walsh was promoted 
from Curriculum Coordinator to Principal to lead the teaching staff and ensure SBHA offers an 
exceptional academic program to its students; and 2) Founding science department chair, Tobey 
Jackson, assumed the role of Middle School Director, joining Eileen Callahan, founding history 
department chair, who became High School Director last year.  This exceptional team has guided us 
through a very successful year in which our charter was renewed for a second five-year term. 

The Board of Trustees engaged in a year-long Board development project to review Board policies 
and practices and welcomed four new members: Christopher Churchill, John J-H Kim, Neil Olken, 
and Shalinee Sharma. Andrew Fairbanks and Brian Miller moved from the Board to our Advisory 
Board. 

On the academic side, I am delighted to report on the school’s continued success as evidenced by 
quantitative measures. On the 2002 MCAS, SBHA students had a higher average score on all six 
exams in all four grades in comparison to students in Boston and Massachusetts.  Our 6th grade 
Math performance was not only the highest in the city but was also the 4th highest in the state.  An 
impressive 84% of these 6th graders scored in the top two performance categories, Advanced and 
Proficient. 100% of our 7th graders passed the English exam. Our 8th graders achieved the highest, 
non-exam public school scores in the city in both History and Math.  Finally, 100% of our 10th 

graders passed the English exam and 89% passed the Math exam on their first attempt, with the 
remaining 11%—none of whom failed by more than two points—passing on their first retest. 

Our waiting list continues to expand as more families learn about SBHA’s academic program.  For 
the 72 spots available in the 2003-04 5th grade class—16 had already been reserved for siblings of 
current students—SBH A attracted 202 applications.  Having received 1,609 applications in six 
lotteries, SBHA now has a waiting list of 624. 

We applied for and received approval for some significant changes to our charter.  We received 
approval from the Department of Education to increase the maximum number of students we can 
educate to 425. To more clearly convey our core goal of college preparation for every student, our 
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Board voted, and received approval from the Department, to clarify our mission statement. Our new 
mission statement reads: To prepare each student for college.  

We are only steps away from reaching that most basic objective of preparing students for college. 
We hired our first college counselor to begin working intensively with our rising senior class, and to 
engage every student beginning in the 5th grade so that they viscerally understand our college 
preparatory goal, and the work they have ahead of them.  

Toward the end of the school year, SBHA received an honor that we would like to gratefully 
acknowledge. We were selected by Mass Insight Education to receive a Vanguard award, along with 
seven other schools and districts across the state. The award recognized our superior achievements 
in math education, as reflected by our MCAS scores and by our innovative math curriculum coupled 
with dynamic student support systems. 

In addition, we made strides as a new school receiving the formal announcement from the New 
England Association of Schools and Colleges that the Commission approved South Boston Harbor 
Academy Charter School Candidacy for Accreditation through the calendar year 2006, the first step 
toward full accreditation. 

As we reflect on five years of operations and our charter renewal, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our creative, dedicated, and hardworking staff; our students and their families 
for their enthusiastic participation in this program; fellow Trustees who ensure the long-term 
viability of our organization; and the hundreds of volunteers and donors who support SBHA. 
Together, we are helping to change Boston’s educational landscape by offering a free, public 
education that expands both students’ minds and the opportunities they can look forward to as 
adults. 

Susan Fortin, Co-Founder and Chairperson, Board of Trustees 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School received its charter in February 1998, and opened to 
120 students in grades 5-7 only six months later.  Since then, the school has expanded to include 
grades 5-11 and 267 students, and will expand to include grade 12 and 337 students in August 2003, 
becoming a full middle and high school. Highlights in our fifth year include: 

Charter Renewal: 
•	 During the summer and fall of 2002, SBHA underwent a rigorous inspection process 

evaluating the school’s success in meeting the terms of our charter.  In January 2003, SBHA 
passed the inspection and was awarded a second 5-year charter through June 2008.  

High Test Scores: 
•	 Of particular note are our 6th grade MCAS Math scores--#1 in Boston and #4 in 

Massachusetts. 
•	 In the 7th, 8th, and 10th grades, after the two exam schools in Boston, SBHA’s MCAS scores 

were #2 in 7th grade English, #1 in 8th Grade Math, #2 in 8th Grade History, and #2 in 10th 

grade Math and English. 
•	 In addition to the state assessment exam, SBHA students also take the nationally 

administered Stanford 9 Achievement Test.  Students have averaged a 25 percentile point 
increase on the math section of the Stanford 9 from their initial enrollment to the most 
recent administration. 

Committed Faculty: 
•	 With a current staff of 40, SBHA has voluntarily lost only five full-time teachers in four 

years of existence. 

Hundreds of Applications and Lengthy Waiting List: 
•	 For the 72 spots available in the 2003-04 5th grade class—16 had already been reserved for 

siblings of current students—SBHA attracted 202 applications. 
•	 Having received 1,609 applications for six lotteries, the SBHA waiting list now numbers 624. 

High Acceptance Rates in to Prestigious Exam Schools: 
•	 Of the 28 6th grade students who took the test to gain admission into a prestigious Boston 

exam school in spring 2003, 12 were accepted into Latin, 15 into Latin Academy, and 5 into 
the O’Bryant—an acceptance rate of 79%.  22 of the 28 applicants were accepted into at 
least one of 3 schools. 

Strong Parent Satisfaction: 
•	 100% of families are very satisfied or satisfied with SBHA’s educational program. 
•	 100% of families are very satisfied or satisfied with SBHA’s academic standards and 

expectations. 
•	 100% of families are very satisfied or satisfied with the quality of SBHA’s teachers. 
•	 100% of families are very satisfied or satisfied with SBHA’s emphasis on college. 
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•	 90% of families say that the academic standards at SBHA are higher than at their child’s 
previous school 

Steady Leadership: 
•	 Brett Peiser, a Co-Founder of the school, was Principal of the school since its opening. 

Beginning in summer 2002, he assumed the role of Executive Director. 
•	 The other Co-Founder, Susan Fortin, is Chair of the Board of Trustees. 
•	 Former Curriculum Coordinator, Susan Walsh, now serves as Principal. 
•	 Two founding teachers, Tobey Jackson and Eileen Callahan, direct the Middle and High 

Schools. 
•	 Two other founding teachers, Dara Ratchford and Emily Cox, now serve as Chairs of the 

Math and French Departments, respectively. 

Governance: 
•	 SBHA was awarded a grant from the Mifflin Memorial Fund to undertake a capacity building 

project focused on governance. For a full year, we worked with consultants from Executive 
Service Corps who advised us on Board operations and other aspects of Board development. 
During this time, we recruited three new Board members and plan to continue building the 
Board by adding new members.  Additionally, we received a second year of funding to 
continue this project, and allow us to develop a comprehensive strategic plan. 

College Advising: 
•	 We hired our first college advisor this year who has led the development of benchmarks that 

indicate an SBHA student’s progress toward college admission, and instituted a series of 
programs and college visits to prepare students for the college application process. 

Student Travel: 
•	 An important part of the SBHA student experience has become the opportunity to leave 

Boston and see firsthand another part of the country or even another culture.  Students in 
every grade went on a major trip—an experience that has expanded their sense of the 
possibilities they have ahead of them after graduation. A group of 5th and 6th graders went 
on a science expedition to Yellowstone National Park; the 6th grade took a science trip 
sponsored by the Appalachian Mountain Club in New Hampshire; the 8th grade went to 
Quebec; and the 11th grade took a college trip to New York City. 

Awards and Recognition: 
•	 The New England Association of Schools and Colleges granted SBHA Candidacy for 

Accreditation status, valid through academic year 2006.  
•	 Mass Insight Education invited SBHA to apply to become a Vanguard School, a state-wide 

model of excellence, based upon the impressive performance of our students on the spring 
2002 MCAS math exams. We applied chronicling both the special math curriculum we have 
developed, as well as the extensive student support services we have in place to promote 
student success. After a full-day site visit and extensive interviews, we were the only charter 
school and one of only two Boston schools to receive one of the eight Vanguard model 
school awards this year. 
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SCHOOL PROFILE 

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY 

If there is one current that runs through each part of our curriculum, it is that students must master 
a core set of basic, academic skills, before they can move on to master higher-level, abstract material. 
Students cannot master algebra without knowing their times tables.  Students cannot discuss 
historical events without knowing the basic historical facts surrounding those events.  Students 
cannot study science without knowing the basic safety and operational procedures surrounding 
scientific experiments. Before anything else, we at South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 
ensure that all students can move toward the same high academic standard. 

Given the Massachusetts Curriculum Assessment System (MCAS) exams, and given that we are a 
public school, we pay particularly close attention to the topics, sequence, and examples covered in 
the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. This ensures that SBHA students are held to the same 
learning standards and curriculum guidelines as other students in the Commonwealth.  At the same 
time, we trust teachers to adapt the subject topics and performance standards in the state’s 
framework according to their own professional expertise.  With this as the basis, students in grades 5 
and above study: 

• 7-12 hours per week of English 
• 5-7 hours per week of Science 
• 5 hours per week of Math 
• 5 hours per week of History 
• 5 hours per week of French (grades 7 and above only) 
• 2 hours per week of Health and Physical Education 
• 1 hour per week of Art and Computer 

To maintain close collaboration among classes, teachers enter into the school’s internal computer 
network, and keep track in comprehensive curriculum binders, daily and unit lesson plans from each 
of their classes. By the end of the year, the school not only has a record of what happened in each 
class, but teachers have a convenient and effective resource around which to plan future classes. 
Teachers can simply search on the staff shared drive – or browse through the readily accessible 
binders – for a list of topics covered in each class, an agenda of class events, and particular 
assessments of student learning. For the future of the school and future teachers who join our 
school, this serves as an excellent foundation for the development of the school’s curriculum. 



Below is an example of such a unit lesson plan: 

Math Unit Lesson Plan 

Week 5 of 5 4/22/02 to 4/26/02 
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South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 

Grade 6 

Unit Topic Geometry Dates: 

Weekly Objectives Assessment of Objectives Comments 

Homework 
Quiz Oral Assess. 

Wrtg. Exerc. 
Essay Lab Report 
Project Prac. Probs. 
Rsch. Paper 

Students wil  be able to measure angles us ng a 
protractor and to determine by sight whether 

es are larger than, smaller than, or equal to 
90 degrees. 

See daily summary. 

Homework 
Quiz Oral Assess. 

Wrtg. Exerc. 
Essay Lab Report 
Project Prac. Probs. 
Rsch. Paper 

Students will be able to give def tions for the 
radius and diameter of a c rc e. 

See daily summary. 

Unit Narrative/Unit Agenda 

   This is the f fth and f nal week in the geometry unit.  There are two odds and ends wh ch we are cover ng this week wh ch students stil  need to cover – 1) 
measuring angles and 2) the def ons of rad us and d ameter of c rc es. Rather than build a week-long unit around these concepts, this week we are doing a 
house-building pro ect to incorporate these concepts as well as the other geometric concepts we have learned.  This project came together very nicely at the end of 
the week (Thursday and Friday) after a rather hectic start. For each day this week, I w ll write what we actua y d d, fo owed in ita ics by what I now know we 

Students will be able to give possible dimensions of a rectangle where the area is known. The DO NOW asks some line of symmetry review 
questions (a most all students did very well on letter symmetry but not as we on shape symmetry  and also asks students to find possib mensions of a rectangle 
where the area is known.  Students are told about the house-building project.  They are shown a model house.  They are told that on their house p
the only requirement is that the front and back wal s have an area of 120 square inches and that the s de walls be squares.  They are to write the d mensions on their 
papers and then f nish working on their packet.  The idea was for kids to draw the plans and then bu d the house.  However, this makes it d fficult for them to visualize the final 

  It would help if they built it as they went.  The assignment for today should be to p an and cut the four walls, paper clip them in a stack, and then start working on ton ght’s 
 Also, they didn’t learn as much as they could have by design ng s de walls that are squares; perhaps next time, the side wal s should have a g mension. 

Tuesday Students will be able to measure angles using a protractor. The DO NOW includes rev ew and then asks students to determine wh ch of these 
two houses has a steeper roof.  Then they are asked to determine how much steeper.  This eads to a d scuss on of ang es and the ability to measure s ope by 
measuring ang es.  Students are g ven protractors and a worksheet and asked to measure several ang  (This part went very well.)  Students are then g ven plans 

  Their roof pieces are 2 triang es and 2 rectang es.  The triangles w  have the same width as the front and back of the house, but they are drawn by 
measuring equal angles on either side which connect at the upper vertex of the triangle.  Students began to cut today.  Their homework was to f nish their packets. 
Today, they started to bu However, this was too much for one day.  What I should have done was g ve them the r packets w th their protractors and had them start.  After 
everyone had enough time to f nish the f rst page, then I should have passed out their walls from yesterday, had them lay them out ront of themselves, and then tape them together as a class 
(10 rolls of tape would be requ red).  Then, once everybody’s house was up, I could explain how to construct the triangle pieces of their roof so they cou d start cutting those. 
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And an example from our curriculum binders: 

GRADE 6: UNIT # 7 – GEOMETRY 
FOCUS SKILLS 

Dates: 
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MA STANDARDS 

3/18/02 – 5/3/02 

From the MA 
Curricular 
Frameworks: 

“In middle 
school and high 
school, students 
solve problems 
in other areas of 
mathematics 
using geometric 

coordinate 
geometry, 
perspective 
drawings, and 
projections of 

dimensional 
  They 

use mechanical 

construct 
common 
geometric 

patterns, and to 

geometric 
similarity, 

proportion.” 

Identifying lines, planes, angles 

Defining, identifying, and drawing parallel, intersecting, and 
perpendicular lines 

Defining and identifying obtuse, acute, and right angles 

Measuring angles with a protractor 

Finding missing supplementary and complementary angles 

Defining, identifying, and describing rectangles, squares, 
quadrilaterals, trapezoids, rhombuses, parallelograms, triangles, 
pentagons, hexagons, and octagons 

Understanding that the sum of the measures of the 3 angles in a 
triangle always equals 180 degrees and finding measure of 
missing angles in a triangle 

Understanding that the sum of the measures of the 4 angles in a 
quadrilateral  always equals 360 degrees and finding measure 
of missing angles in a quadrilateral 

Determining the sum of the measures of the angles of multi
sided figures by breaking them down into more familiar shapes 
quadrilaterals and triangles). 

Calculating the perimeter of multi-sided figures 

Calculating the area of multi-sided figures by counting units 

Calculating the area of squares, rectangles, parallelograms, and 

Using the concepts of area and perimeter 
problems 

Identifying kinds of symmetry including line and rotational) 

Understanding and defining various kinds of transformations: 
reflections, rotations, and translations 

Defining and understanding the relationship between radius and 
diameter 

Calculating, understanding, and remembering the relationship 
between the diameter and the circumference of a circle 

Using the formula for the area of a circle in order to calculate 
its area and using that formula to solve applied area problems 

Understanding the concept of surface area and calculating the 
surface area of simple 3-dimensional figures 

Understanding the concept of volume and calculating the 
volume of rectangular prisms by using the counting method 

6.M.1  Apply the concepts of perimeter and area to the solution of 
problems. Apply formulas where appropriate. 

6.M.2  Identify, measure, describe, classify, and construct various 
angles, triangles, and quadrilaterals. 

6.M.3  Solve problems involving proportional relationships and 
units of measurement, e.g., same system unit conversions, scale 
models, maps, and speed. 

6.M.4  Find areas of triangles and parallelograms. Recognize that 
shapes with the same number of sides but different appearances can 
have the same area. Develop strategies to find the area of more 
complex shapes. 

6.M.5  Identify, measure, and describe circles and the relationships 
of the radius, diameter, circumference, and area e.g., d = 2r, 
C/d), and use the concepts to solve problems. 

6.M.6  Find volumes and surface areas of rectangular prisms. 

6.M.7  Find the sum of the interior angles in simple polygons (up to 
eight sides) with and without measuring the angles. 

6.G.1 Identify polygons based on their properties, including types 
of interior angles, perpendicular or parallel sides, and congruence of 
sides, e.g., squares, rectangles, rhombuses, parallelograms, 
trapezoids, and isosceles, equilateral, and right triangles. 

6.G.2 Identify three-dimensional shapes (e.g., cubes, prisms, 
spheres, cones, and pyramids) based on their properties, such as 
edges and faces. 

6.G.3 Identify relationships among points, lines, and planes, e.g., 
intersecting, parallel, perpendicular. 

6.G.4 Graph points and identify coordinates of points on the 
Cartesian coordinate plane. 

6.G.5 Find the distance between two points on horizontal or 
vertical number lines. 

6.G.6 Predict, describe, and perform transformations on two-
dimensional shapes, e.g., translations, rotations, and reflections. 

6.G.7 Identify types of symmetry, including line and rotational. 

6.G.8 Determine if two shapes are congruent by measuring sides or 
a combination of sides and angles, as necessary or by motions or 
series of motions, e.g., translations, rotations, and reflections. 

On the following pages, we offer an overview of our school’s curriculum, the topics and sequence 
covered in our classes, and the performance standards we expect students to master. 
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SCIENCE


Curriculum Overview 
The goal of SBHA’s science curriculum is to 
develop scientific literacy and the skills 
necessary to design and carry out science 
investigations. At the middle school and high 
school level, this curriculum provides a 
rigorous background in the major scientific 
disciplines: earth and space sciences, physical 
science, and life science. 

In grade 5, the main focus of the curriculum is 
to equip students with basic science skills and 
terminology. These skills are learned in the 
context of major thematic units. 

In grade 6, the science curriculum reinforces 
basic science skills by using a survey of major 
scientific disciplines. The purpose of this 
course is to provide students a framework for 
future science courses. 

In grade 7, students study earth and space 
science, and environmental science. There is a 
particular focus on the use of diagrams to 
learn, communicate, and demonstrate 
understanding of information. 

In grade 8, the science curriculum covers 
fundamental concepts in the life sciences. 
Students come to understand the relationships 
among cells, organisms, and the nonliving 
environment. 

In grade 9, students are introduced to basic 
physics concepts.  Students investigate, make 
calculations, problem solve, observe, measure, 
make predictions and explain phenomena in 
the physical world. 

In grade 10, students take a basic chemistry 
course. Students learn atomic structure, 
chemical bonding, solution chemistry, and 
behavior of gases. Weekly lab activities 
reinforce curricular topics. 

In grade 11, students take a course in biology 
with a lab component. Students reach an 
understanding of basic concepts in cell 
biology, genetics, human systems, evolution, 
and ecology. In this course, there is a focus 
on applying biological concepts in the context 
of contemporary current events. 

Curricular Topics 
GRADE 5 
Introduction to Science 
Ocean Biology 
Ocean Chemistry 
Ocean Physics 
Ocean Ecology 
Motion and Forces 

GRADE 6 
Basic Physics 
Introduction to Chemistry 
Introduction to Biology and Ecology 
Basic Astronomy 

GRADE 7 
Environmental Science 
Astronomy 
Plate Tectonics 
Rocks and Minerals 
Weathering and Erosion 
Meteorology 

GRADE 8 
Introduction to Science 
Cells and Heredity 
Change over Time: Evolution 
Animals 
Human Biology 

GRADE 9 
Probabilities 
Newton’s Laws of Motion and 
Universal Gravitation 

Waves, Light, Sound, and Energy 
Magnetism and Electricity 
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GRADE 10 
History of Chemistry 
Atomic Theory 
Periodic Table 
Ionic and Covalent Compounds 
Chemical Reactions 
Gas Laws 

GRADE 11 
Structure and Function of Cells 
Genetics 
Human Anatomy and Physiology 
Evolution and Biodiversity 
Ecology 

Performance Objectives 
By the end of each grade, students will have 
further developed their ability to: 

SCIENCE PROJECTS 

•	 Design and carry out a controlled 
experiment 

•	 Identify variables, constants, and controls 
in an experiment 

•	 Use measurement equipment and 
scientific equipment 

•	 Understand and use the metric system of 
measurement 

•	 Collect, organize, and analyze data 
•	 Draw conclusions based on evidence 
•	 Communicate information effectively in 

oral, written, and diagram form 
•	 Work cooperatively in a laboratory setting 
•	 Use available information and 

understanding to develop questions and 
problem solve independently 

Curriculum Overview 
Students in grades 6, 7 and 8 are required to 
complete a Science Project on a topic of their 
own choosing. The projects are experimental 
in nature; therefore, students design and run 
experiments independently.  Students in grade 
6 complete project work as part of their 
regular Science classes. Students in grades 7 
and 8 meet for hour-long classes twice each 
week, in addition to their regular Science 
classes, to learn the skills associated with 
completing a science project. While learning 
the fundamentals of experiment design, 
students work on writing their own plans for 
experiments. In class, students present their 
ideas for experiments, while the rest of the 
class completes design critiques. Students 
present the body of their work at end-of-
semester SBHA Science Fairs, where their 
work is evaluated by outside judges. 

Curricular Topics 
Researching Your Topic 
Designing and Conducting an Experiment 
Data Organization and Presentation 
Displays and Written Reports 

Judge’s Evaluation Form        SBHA Science Projects 
Student Name(s) ___________________________________________ 

Please circle: 
• 3 points for very strong 
• 2 points for moderately strong 
• 1 point for needs improvement 

Scientific Approach 
Point Value 

Purpose and hypothesis are clearly stated 3 2 1 
Clear procedure for experiment  3 2 1 
Data and observations are clear and well organized  3 2 1 
The conclusions are supported by the data collected  3 2 1 
Can provide an explanation for experiment findings  3 2 1 

Knowledge of Project Topic 

Knowledge of subject matter related to topic  3 2 1 

Presentation 

Display is attractive and legible  3 2 1 
Explanations and answers to questions  3 2 1 

Comments 

Judge ________________________________ 
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MATH 


Curriculum Overview 
The goal of the SBHA math department is to 
help our students develop a solid foundation 
in fundamental mathematics, geometry, and 
algebra while at the same time meeting the 
comprehensive goals set out in the 
Massachusetts mathematics curriculum 
frameworks. 

In grades 5 and 6, the focus of our curriculum 
is on developing number sense with a heavy 
emphasis placed on the nature and 
manipulation of proportional numbers. 

In grades 7 and 8, students develop a 
foundation in fundamental mathematics with 
more emphasis placed in these years on the 
basic tenets of geometry, ratios, and statistics. 
We also expose our 8th graders to the basic 
fundamentals of algebra as covered in the first 
half of any high school algebra class. 

In 9th grade, students complete their study of 
basic algebra and, in the second half of the 
year, move on to the study of the tenets of 
advanced algebra. The 10th grade curriculum 
combines a rigorous geometry block with an 
eye toward continuing to build upon the 
strong foundation in algebra. In addition, 
students spend time practicing MCAS-style 
questions and preparing for the end-of-year 
exam. 

In the 11th grade students continue the study 
of Algebra II and are introduced to the 
fundamentals of Trigonometry. Preparation 
for the SAT test is conducted throughout the 
year and emphasized in the weeks before the 
test is given. 

Curricular Topics 
GRADE 5 
Place value 
Whole numbers and basic operations 
The nature of fractions 

Addition, subtraction, and multiplication of 
fractions 
Decimals and place value 
Addition, subtraction, and multiplication of 
decimals 

GRADE 6 
Division of whole and proportional numbers 
Percents 
Properties of lines, angles, and shapes 
Area and perimeter 
Volume and surface area 
Properties of circles including area and 
circumference 
Introduction to probability and statistics 

GRADE 7 
Ratio, proportion, and scale 
Advanced 2-D and 3-D geometry 
Integers 
Algebraic expressions, equations, and 
relationships 

GRADE 8 
Expressions, equations, and functions 
Rational and irrational numbers 
Linear equations 
Graphing relations and functions 
Inequalities 

GRADE 9 
Equations and inequalities 
Solving and graphing linear functions 
Best fit lines 
Systems of equations 
Quadratic functions 
Polynomial functions 

GRADE 10 
Constructions 
Coordinate geometry 
Triangles and word problems 
Circles 
Measurement and solids 
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Triangles and trigonometry 
Properties of lines, angles, and shapes 
Properties of polygons 
Probability and statistics 
Data analysis, charts, and graphs 

GRADE 11 
Expressions involving powers 
Exponential, logarithmic, and rational 
functions 
Equations of conic sections 
Terms of sequences 
Sums of series 
Application of probabilities and statistics 
Trigonometric functions 
Inverse trigonometric functions 
Trigonometric equations 
Parametric equations 
Polar coordinates 

Performance Standards 
By the end of the 5th grade students are 
expected to be able to: 
•	 Express whole numbers, fractions, and 

decimals in a variety of formats 
•	 Add, subtract, multiply, and divide whole 

numbers 
•	 Add, subtract, and multiply fractions and 

decimals 
•	 Solve applied problems using all of the 

above skills and concepts 

By the end of the 6th grade, students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 
•	 Divide whole numbers, fractions and 

decimals 
•	 Convert fractions, decimals, and percents 

back and forth 
•	 Find a percentage of another number 
•	 Solve applied problems using all of the 

above skills and concepts 
•	 Classify and identify basic properties of 

simple shapes 
•	 Find the area, perimeter, volume, and 

surface area of simple shapes 
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By the end of the 7th grade, students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 
•	 Set up and solve a proportional equality 
•	 Find the probability of a simple event 
•	 Find the mean, median, and mode of a set 

of numbers 
•	 Read and interpret a variety of graphs 
•	 Add, subtract, multiply, and divide 

integers 
•	 Represent expressions algebraically 
•	 Solve basic equations 
•	 Solve applied problems using all of the 

above concepts and skills 

By the end of the 8th grade students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 
•	 Represent variables and expressions 
•	 Simplify variables and expressions 
•	 Solve linear equations involving one 

variable 
•	 Use the above concepts to solve applied 

problems in which they are required to 
determine the variables, represent those 
variables, and solve for them. 

By the end of the 9th grade students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 
•	 Solve multiple equations involving more 

than one variable 
•	 Graph linear equations, quadratic 

equations, and polynomials 
•	 Use the quadratic function to solve 

quadratic equations 
•	 Factor and simplify polynomial 

expressions and equations 

By the end of the 10th grade students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 
•	 Create and analyze geometric shapes using 

a compass, straightedge, and protractor 
•	 Identify geometric properties and derive 

formulas utilizing the coordinate plane 
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•	 Fully describe the properties of all types 
of triangles and find their particular 
identifiers embedded within word 
problems 

•	 Articulate the specific properties and 
trigonometric formulas associated with 
right triangles 

• Relate the rudiments of probability and 
•	 Identify and manipulate the properties of statistics to appropriate graphical 

angles and lines associated with circles representations 
•	 Relate the dimensions of geometric solids • Use rules of logic to create and analyze 

to the appropriate formulas and elegant proofs and theorem 
demonstrate a facility with the 
manipulation of dimensions and the 
resulting volumes and surface areas 
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FRENCH


Curriculum Overview 
In French I, students are introduced to a 
variety of vocabulary-based cultural units in 
order to develop basic skills in the four major 
areas of communication: speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing. 

The two areas most emphasized during the 
first year are speaking and listening 
comprehension, which are primarily achieved 
by daily intensive question-answer sessions 
and lectures in the target language.  After the 
first half of the year, all students are expected 
to be able to answer simple personal 
questions, identify and describe their 
surroundings, express feelings about various 
topics, and respond to classroom commands. 
During the second half of the year, students 
are encouraged to initiate communication by 
working in groups, preparing oral 
presentations, and playing games in which 
they are required to initiate conversations. 

In French II and III the study of the four 
basic skills of speaking, listening, reading and 
writing is expanded, to ensure that students 
have a solid foundation upon which to build 
further study. 

Reading and writing skills are developed 
primarily by daily writing assignments, 
projects based on new vocabulary, guided 
reading activities of French magazine articles, 
and individual projects. Grammar is 
presented more formally in the second year of 
study. Students begin to build more complex 
sentences using both regular and irregular 
verbs along with idiomatic expressions and 
thematic vocabulary. 

In addition to communication skills, students 
are also introduced to various cultural 
elements, which typically are presented at the 
beginning of each new unit and often 
interspersed throughout the unit. Authentic 

materials, cultural readings, films, and lectures 
based on the teachers’ experience in 
Francophone countries help provide students 
with a solid cultural introduction. 

In French IV, students begin the year by 
reading their first book written entirely in 
French, Un été pas comme les autres.  This  
reading provides students the opportunity to 
review previous grammar structures and 
vocabulary while acquiring an extensive new 
vocabulary base that prepares them for the 
rest of the year. Students spend much of their 
class time reading aloud, acting out scenes, 
creating and writing new scenes, diagramming, 
and answering extensive comprehension 
questions 

Much of the emphasis this year is placed on 
reading more complex stories and listening 
comprehension. French V is broken up 
predominantly into literature units, including 
Le Vol de la Joconde, Dantès (an annotated 
excerpt from Le Conte de Monte Cristo) and 
various Quebec folktales from Les Contes de 
Québec.  Culture, vocabulary and grammar are 
practiced and developed via story discussions, 
activities and projects. The major grammar 
emphasis this year is on verb tenses, including 
the present, past, imperfect, future and 
conditional. Poetry and film units are also an 
integral part of the French V experience. 

Curricular Topics 
FRENCH I 
Introduction to French 
Greetings 
Numbers 
The classroom 
The calendar 
Time 
Weather 
Family 
Sports and hobbies 
Animals and environment 
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Food and restaurants 
Clothing and fashion 
Introduction to Paris 

FRENCH II 
Review of French I topics 
Buildings in the city 
French and American middle schools 
Household vocabulary 
The family 
Stores, shopping and clothing 
Sports and games, leisure activities 
Travel, transportation 
Idiomatic expressions 
Restaurant, café, food vocabulary 
Geography of France 
Children’s literature unit 
Reading unit 

FRENCH III 
Review of French II topics 
Train and airplane travel 
Sports 
Health and visiting the doctor 
Theater, museums, art, film 
Hotels 
Exchanging money and going to the bank 

FRENCH IV 
Review of French III topics 
Airport vocabulary 
Etiquette of staying with French family 
French high school 
Major cultural sites in Paris 
Shopping 
Public transportation in France 
Making crepes/following recipes 
Loire Valley 
Sports and health 
Maison des Jeunes 
Children’s literature 
Ivory Coast 
Québec 

FRENCH V 
Review of French IV topics 
Le Vol de la Joconde 
The Louvre 

The Mona Lisa 
Victor Hugo Demain des l’aube 
Imagery in poetry 
Louis Malle Au Revoir les Enfants 
World War II and the French Resistance 
Alexandre Dumas Le Comte de Monte Cristo 

(exerpt Dantès) 
History of the Chateau d’If 
Bonapartists 
History of French/Canadian folktales 
Les Contes du Québec 

Performance Standards 
By the end of French I, students will not only 
have been exposed to various cultural 
elements, but more importantly, students will 
have begun to be able to speak, read, write, 
and listen in French through a verbal, oral, 
visual, and aural understanding of the 
following grammatical elements: 
•	 descriptive adjectives 
•	 some possessive adjectives 
•	 adjective agreement 
•	 definite and indefinite articles 
•	 present tense verb conjugations of regular 

“er” verbs 
•	 present tense verb conjugations of the 

irregular verb “être” 
•	 forming affirmative sentences 
•	 forming negative sentences 
•	 forming interrogative sentences 
•	 subject pronouns 
•	 formal vs. informal language 

In French II, students continue their study of 
grammar to include: 
•	 present tense conjugation and meaning of 

some irregular verbs 
•	 contraction with de and à 
•	 all possessive adjectives 
•	 interrogative and demonstrative adjectives 
•	 present tense conjugation and meaning of 

regular ir, er, and, re verbs 
•	 idiomatic expressions with faire and avoir 
•	 the partitif to express quantity 
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•	 forming the futur proche 

In French III, students use skills learned in 
French I and II, and improve their language 
skills by learning: 
• object pronoun en 
•	 direct object pronouns 
•	 relative pronouns 
•	 connectors for sequencing events 
•	 familiarity with past and near future tenses 

of some irregular verbs 
•	 reflexive verbs in the present tense 
•	 present and past tense verb conjugations 

of some irregular verbs 

By the end of French IV, students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 

•	 recognize verbs conjugated in the passé 
composé with avoir 

•	 recognize verbs conjugated in the passé 
composé with être 

•	 conjugate regular and irregular verbs in 
the passé composé 

•	 conjugate regular and irregular verbs in 
the imparfait 

•	 use the present duratif 
•	 distinguish orally and in writing the 

difference between passé composé, imparfait 
and present tense verbs 

•	 distinguish between connaître and savoir 
•	 use direct and indirect object pronouns 
•	 use irregular adjectives 
•	 know adjective placement 
•	 use prepositions à and de 
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HISTORY


Curriculum Overview 
Our goal is to instill in students the historical 
skills and knowledge necessary for them to 
become lifelong students of history.  Students 
develop a strong grounding in history through 
reading, discussions, group work, and 
independent research projects. Through an 
analysis of historical and current events, we 
prepare students with the tools necessary to 
be active participants in their own 
communities, as well as in the world around 
them. Exposing students to local, national, 
and international issues enables them to 
participate and make decisions with a 
responsible, well-informed focus. Rigorous 
academic exposure to primary and secondary 
sources provides this foundation while 
museums, parks, libraries, and historic sites 
offer students first-hand and tactile 
experiences, ensuring a fundamental 
understanding of historical and social events. 

Curricular Topics 
GRADE 5 
•	 Human Origins and the Peopling of the 

Americas 
•	 Native American Cultures 
•	 Wampanoag Culture 
•	 Exploration of the New World 
•	 Early European Settlements in North 

America 
•	 The American Revolution 
•	 The Roots of Slavery in America 

GRADE 6 
•	 Slavery and Abolitionism 
•	 The Gilded Age: The Rise of Big 

Business, Industrialization and 
Immigration 

•	 “Roaring Twenties” 
•	 The Great Depression and FDR 
•	 World War II and the U.S. Homefront 
•	 Atomic Bomb and the Arms Race 
•	 The Cold War 

•	 Civil Rights Movement 

GRADE 7 
•	 World Geography 
•	 Ancient Civilizations and Pre-History 
•	 Ancient Africa: Ghana, Mali, and Egypt 
•	 Ancient Mesopotamia:  The Israelites and 

Beginnings of Islam 
•	 Ancient Asia: Indus River Valley and 

China 
•	 Ancient Mesoamerica:  Incas, Aztecs, and 

Mayas 
•	 Ancient Greece 
•	 Ancient Rome 

GRADE 8 
•	 United States History from the 

Exploration of America and 
Revolutionary Era through 
Reconstruction 

•	 “Road Trip” Project—research state and 
national monuments, national parks, and 
Native American reservations 

GRADE 9 
•	 Global Studies I 
•	 Students explore the continents of Africa, 

Asia and Latin America, specifically 
highlighting the countries of South Africa, 
India, China, Brazil, Mexico and 
Guatemala, analyzing major events from 
the beginning of time through modern 
day 

GRADE 10 
•	 Global Studies II 
•	 History of the Middle East from ancient 

civilizations to the modern-day Arab-
Israeli Conflict 

•	 History of Russia and the former Soviet 
Union 

•	 Analysis of Western Europe from ancient 
civilizations through modern day 
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GRADE 11	 • World War II 
•	 American Colonies through the Reagan • Korean Conflict 

Era • Civil Rights Movement 
•	 United States Constitution • The Vietnam Era 
•	 World War I • Oral and visual research presentation of a 
•	 The Roaring 20’s topic in American History between 1975 
•	 The Great Depression and 2000 
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ENGLISH


Curriculum Overview 
In grades 5 and 6, students improve their 
abilities to read, write, spell, speak, and listen. 
Students read literature selections and hone 
their reading comprehension, analytical skills, 
and understanding of literary devices such as 
simile, alliteration, theme, literary allusion, and 
metaphor. Through their frequent writing 
assignments, students improve their written 
organization, focus, content, paragraph 
development, style, and focus. Students 
employ a variety of editing and revising skills 
including prewriting, drafting, revising for 
clarity, proofreading, and peer editing. An 
added element of support in the vital areas of 
reading and writing is found in their second 
English class, English 2. 

7

6

In grades 7 and 8, students focus on reading 
and writing through literature using four 
fundamental curricular genres: novels, short 
stories, poems, and Greek mythology and 
plays. In grade 9, student writing focuses on 
creating a thesis and supporting it with 
evidence through analytical writing. Students 
increase their ability to read for meaning while 
incorporating the acquisition of higher-level 
vocabulary; the understanding of setting, main 
idea, theme, and character development; and, 
the proper use of grammar. Through short 
and lengthy writing assignments, students 
develop their creative, expository, formal, and 
informal writing skills while simultaneously 
practicing editing techniques. Like the 5th and 

th graders, 7th, 8th, and 9th graders also take 
English 2 in which they continue to improve 
their reading and writing skills, while selected

th and 8th graders take an additional English 
Language Arts class. 

The 10th graders continue to hone their 
analytical skills and use the five-paragraph 
essay as their starting point. With constant 
work on integrating evidence and the clarity 

of their writing, students are well-prepared 
for the MCAS in the spring. 

Curricular Topics 
•	 Prewriting (free writing, clustering, 

listing, and brainstorming) 
•	 Formal writing (structured 

paragraphs, reports, and essays) 
•	 Creative writing (stories, poems, and 

descriptive paragraphs) 
•	 Journal writing (free writing and 

reflective writing) 
•	 Editing (revising, proofreading 

techniques, and sentence-combining) 
•	 Grammar (punctuation, parts of 

speech, fragments and run-ons, 
subject-verb agreement, 
capitalization, prepositions, and 
conjunctions) 

•	 Spelling and vocabulary 
•	 Reading (novels, short stories, poetry, 

plays, and essays), including: 

GRADE 5 
•	 The Sign of the Beaver, by Elizabeth 

George Speare 
•	 The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, by 

C. S. Lewis
•	 Number The Stars, by Lois Lowry 
•	 A Stranger Came Ashore, by Mollie 

Hunter 

GRADE 6 
•	 Encounters: 15 Stirring Tales and Exciting 

Encounters, Goodman et al 
•	 Breakthroughs in Critical Reading: 

Developing Critical Reading Skills, Benner 
et al 

•	 Tuck Everlasting, by Natalie Babbitt 
•	 Lyddie, by Katherine Paterson 
•	 Out of the Dust, by Karen Hesse 
•	 Master Skills: Reading, McGraw-Hill 
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•	 America Street: A Multicultural Anthology 
of Stories, Ann Mazer, ed. 

•	 Student-chosen, teacher-approved 
independent reading books 
(approximately one every 3 weeks) 

GRADE 7 
•	 Crash, by Jerry Spinelli 
•	 The Outsiders, by S. E. Hinton 
•	 Romeo and Juliet, by William 

Shakespeare 
•	 The View From Saturday, by E.L. 

Konigsberg 
•	 Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek 

Myths, by Bernard Evslin 
•	 Selected poetry 
•	 Selected short stories 

GRADE 8 
•	 The Giver, by Lois Lowry 
•	 Freak the Mighty, by Rodman Philbrick 
•	 The Crucible, by Arthur Miller 
•	 Red Badge of Courage, by Stephen Crane 
•	 The Pearl, by John Steinbeck 
•	 Selected poetry 
•	 Selected short stories 

GRADE 9 
•	 Selected short stories 
•	 Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck 
•	 To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee 
•	 Shakespeare’s sonnets and poetry 
•	 The Catcher in the Rye, by J.D. Salinger 
•	 Othello, by William Shakespeare 
•	 Memoir unit 

GRADE 10 
Semester One: Alienation 
•	 Short stories by Franz Kafka 
•	 All Quiet on the Western Front, by Erich 

Remarque 
•	 The Iliad, by Homer 
•	 Poetry of World War I 
•	 In Our Time, by Ernest Hemingway 

•	 Macbeth, by William Shakespeare 

Semester Two: Absurdity 
•	 The Inferno, by Dante (excerpts) 
•	 Night, by Elie Wiesel 
•	 Slaughterhouse-Five, by Kurt Vonnegut 
•	 The Stranger, by Albert Camus 
•	 Poetry of World War II 
•	 Lord of the Flies, by William Golding 

GRADE 11 
Semester One: The Individual 
•	 Self-definition and the American 
•	 Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora 

Neale Hurston 
•	 Leaves of Grass, by Walt Whitman 

(excerpts) 
•	 The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel 

Hawthorne 
•	 Differing Voices: A Space Within 
•	 The Blues Poetry of Langston Hughes and 

the Harlem Renaissance 
•	 Short stories by James Baldwin 
•	 Recovering from Wreckage 
•	 The Sun Also Rises, by Ernest 

Hemingway 
•	 Black Elk Speaks and Native American 

poetry (excerpts) 
•	 Howl and Other Poems, by Allen 

Ginsburg (excerpts) 
•	 “Diving Into the Wreck” by Adrienne 

Rich 

Semester Two: The Nation 
•	 National epics and explorations 
•	 Global perspectives 
•	 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by 

Mark Twain 
•	 Life in the Iron Mills, by Rebecca 

Harding Davis 
•	 Short stories by Stephen Crane 
•	 The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
•	 Short stories by contemporary 

American authors 
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•	 Nature and Walking, by Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and Henry David Thoreau 

•	 The Tempest, by William Shakespeare 
•	 White Noise, by Dom DeLillo 

By the end of each grade, students will 
have further developed their ability to: 
•	 understand and use correctly standard 

grammatical conventions, including 
sentence structure, punctuation, 
capitalization, parts of speech, and 
spelling 

•	 identify and discuss the main idea, 
characters, facts, and themes of works 
of literature, poetry, and plays, both 
read and heard 

•	 acquire and use an advanced 
vocabulary of English words in 
writing and speech 

•	 identify and analyze tone, imagery, 
mood, audience, and literary devices 
such as simile, alliteration, and 
metaphor in works of literature, 
poetry, and plays 

•	 write well-organized, well-developed, 
and appropriately chosen evidence 
and details in various genres, including 
informational, persuasive, expressive, 
and literary writing 

•	 use standard English conventions 
effectively in editing, revising, and 
proofreading 

•	 speak effectively in a variety of 
settings and environments in making 
oral presentations and dramatic 
recitations 
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ENGLISH 2


Curriculum Overview 
Many 5th graders lack the basic skills 
needed to become better readers, writers 
and spellers. Therefore, in grade 5, 
students receive an additional 5 hours of 
weekly English instruction throughout the 
year with a strong focus on phonics, 
decoding, syllables and syllabication, 
spelling rules and spelling generalizations, 
grammar, and the eight parts of speech. 
Much of the curriculum is drawn from the 
Wilson Reading Program, which teaches 
students to recognize sounds in the 
English language and decode words by 
using phonogram cards and activities. An 
additional unit focuses on student 
handwriting. 

In grade 6, students continue to take an 
additional 5 hours of English class 
throughout the year. Focus is on reading 
comprehension and writing. Using short 
readings, students make inferences, 
predict outcomes, and identify persuasive 
techniques. Students practice writing 
mechanics such as capitalization, 
punctuation, the comma, spelling, and 
grammar. 

In grades 7 and 8, students take an 
additional 2 hours of English for half of 
the academic year.  Since reading is key to 
academic success in all subject areas, 
students focus upon reading in the 
content areas of Social Studies and 
Science. Students differentiate between 
fact and opinion, read between the lines, 
make hypotheses, and predict outcomes. 
Students read scientific passages and 
illustrations such as diagrams, charts, and 
graphs. Students also focus on test-taking 
skills such as making logical inferences, 
deductive reasoning, and contextual clue 
identification. Students practice writing 
five-paragraph essays. Depending on 

students’ level of skill, selected 7th and 8th 

grade students also take an additional 
English Language Arts class five times per 
week (instead of French) to further 
reinforce their reading and writing skills. 

In grades 9 and 10, students take an 
additional 2 hours of English instruction 
throughout the year. Students focus upon 
vocabulary development, reading, writing, 
and research. Students practice decoding 
contextual clues to define unfamiliar 
words, and enlarge their vocabulary 
through the study of groups of words 
around a central idea. Through short 
readings followed by highly structured 
assessments of their reading skills, 
students define vocabulary using 
contextual clues, recall specific facts, 
understand main ideas, draw conclusions, 
make judgments and inferences, recognize 
tone, understand characters, and 
appreciate literary forms. Students 
respond to short writing prompts, 
analyzing theme, character, and other 
aspects of their reading. Students also 
write two research papers. 

Curricular Topics 
GRADE 5

Decoding Consonant and Vowel Sounds 

Spelling Generalizations

Spelling Rules 

Grammar


GRADE 6

Writing Mechanics 

Grammar 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 


GRADE 7

MCAS Preparation (5-paragraph essay,

short answer, multiple choice questions,

and test-taking strategies) 
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Poetry 
Grammar 

GRADE 8 
Writing Mechanics 
Grammar 
Capitalization 
Punctuation 

GRADE 9 
Reading Comprehension 
Research Writing 
Vocabulary 
Public Speaking 

GRADE 10 
Reading Comprehension 
MCAS Preparation 
Long Composition 
Research Skills 

GRADE 11 
SAT Preparation 
Strategies 
Vocabulary 
Word Origin 

Performance Standards 
By the end of 5th grade, students will be 
able to: 
•	 Decode and encode words accurately 
•	 Read spelling words in context form 
•	 Read and remember spelling strategies 
•	 Correctly spell vocabulary words 
•	 Use meaning clues 
•	 Match spelling words with dictionary 

respelling 
•	 Proofread a paragraph and their own 

writing 
•	 Write sentences with spelling words 
•	 Learn and apply keys to legibility 
•	 Define and classify parts of speech 

By the end of 6th grade, students will be 
able to: 
•	 Identify main ideas in fictional and 

non-fictional readings, charts, 
advertisements, and cartoons 

•	 Identify essential details in readings 
•	 Summarize and paraphrase short 

readings 
•	 Break words into syllables and 

pronounce them correctly 
•	 Identify key words in sentences 
•	 Differentiate between and discuss 

three types of organization: cause and 
effect, comparison and contrast, and 
sequencing 

•	 Define words using contextual clues 
as well as an understanding of 
common prefixes, roots, and suffixes 

•	 Understand and apply basic rules of 
capitalization, punctuation, comma 
use, spelling, and grammar 

•	 Respond to short writing prompts 
effectively in focused paragraphs 

•	 Identify basic elements of plot, 
characterization, and mood in short 
stories 

By the end of 7th grade, students will be 
able to: 
•	 Identify topic and main idea and 

summarize important details in social 
studies and science passages 

•	 Define words in context 
•	 Read a chart, diagram, and graph 
•	 Differentiate between fact/opinion 
•	 Draw inferences, make hypotheses, 

and predict outcomes from a passage 
•	 Evaluate the use of propaganda and 

identify errors in reasoning 
•	 Understand and apply scientific 

method 
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By the end of 8th grade, students will be 
able to: 
•	 Make inferences from questions and 

readings 
•	 Apply the elimination process to 

logically deduce correct responses 
•	 Identify contextual clues to 

brainstorm and plan responses 
•	 Self-evaluate/improve short responses 

with standard-based rubrics 
•	 Identify and analyze how an author’s 

choice of words appeals to the senses, 
creates imagery, suggests mood, and 
sets tone 

By the end of 9th grade, students will be 
able to: 
•	 Decode accurately and understand 

new words in reading materials, using 
a variety of strategies and use words 
accurately in speaking and writing 

•	 Acquire and use correctly an advanced 
vocabulary of English words, 
identifying meanings through 
understanding of word relationships 

•	 Write compositions with clear focus, 
logically related ideas, adequate details 

•	 Identify the basic facts and essential 
ideas in what they have read 

•	 Use open-ended research questions, 
different sources of information, and 
appropriate research methods to 
gather information for their research 
projects and produce a final research 
paper with bibliography 

By the end of 10th grade, students will be 
able to 
•	 Decode new words in context, 

drawing on a variety of strategies and 
use words accurately in speaking and 
writing 

•	 Acquire and use correctly an advanced 
vocabulary of English words, 
identifying meanings through 
understanding of word relationships 

•	 Use deductive and inductive reasoning 
to solve multiple-choice questions 

•	 Write five-paragraph analytical essays 
on major pieces of literature 

By the end of 11th grade, students will be 
able to 
•	 Decode accurately and understand 

new words encountered in their 
reading materials, drawing on a variety 
of strategies as needed and then use 
these words accurately in speaking and 
writing. 

•	 Acquire and use correctly an advanced 
vocabulary of English words, 
identifying meanings through 
understanding of word relationships. 

•	 Identify the basic facts and essential 
ideas in what they have read. 

•	 Identify and analyze how an author’s 
choice of words appeals to the senses, 
creates imagery, suggests mood, and 
sets tone. 

•	 Use deductive and inductive reasoning 
to solve multiple-choice questions. 

•	 Deliver formal presentations for 
particular audiences using clear 
enunciation and appropriate 
organization, gestures, tone, and 
vocabulary. 

•	 Organize ideas for emphasis in a way 
that suits the purpose of the writer 

•	 Craft sentences in a way that supports 
the underlying logic of the idea. 
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ART


Curriculum Topics 
GRADE 5 
Drawing 
Painting – landscape 
Sculpture – papier mache and building 
with cardboard 
Color theory 

GRADE 6 
Drawing 
Sculpture – building and designing 
Painting – color theory 
Design – scale and composition 

GRADE 7 
Design – collage and composition 
Color theory 
Drawing – graphics and value 
Murals – color and creating a theme 

GRADE 8 
Drawing – charcoal 
Design – illustration, color and value 
Perspective – one point 
Painting – color theory 
Human body – proportion 

GRADE 9 
Drawing and color theory 
Painting – line and color 
Design – calligraphy and composition 
Clay printmaking – linoleum 

GRADE 10 
Design – scale and composition 
Painting – line and color 
Drawing – two-point perspective and grid 
enlargements 
Sand painting – mandalas 

GRADE 11 
Drawing – rendering and two point 
perspective 
Painting – line and color theory 
Impressionism 
Bookmaking 
Drawing and design – grid enlargements 
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EXTERNAL STANDARDIZED TEST RESULTS 

Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) 

Students in grades 6, 7, 8, and 10 took the 2002 MCAS. Highlights include: 

6th Grade Math 
•	 Our 6th grade Math performance was not only the highest in the entire city but was also 

the 4th highest in the entire state (behind only Wellesley, Carlisle, and Pelham).  An 
incredible 84% of students scored in the top two performance categories, Advanced and 
Proficient. 

7th Grade English 
•	 100% of our 7th graders passed the English exam. For the second straight year, 7th 

graders’ average score was Proficient, the second highest performance category. 

8th Grade History and Math 
•	 Our 8th graders achieved the highest, non-exam public school scores in the city in both 

History and Math. Including exam schools, SBHA outscored Latin Academy in History 
and the O’Bryant School in History and Math. 

10th Grade English and Math 
•	 100% of our 10th graders passed the English exam, while 89% passed the Math exam 

with each student in the remaining 11% only two points from passing.  One 10th grade 
student came within one point of a perfect score in English. 

In comparison to students in Boston and Massachusetts, South Boston Harbor Academy 
Charter School (SBHA) students had a higher average score on all six exams in all four 
grades (minimum score is 200, maximum score is 280): 

MCAS – Grade 10 
Spring 2002 

Percentage of students scoring at each performance level 

Advanced Proficient Warning Avg Score 

English SBHA 18% 61 12 0 249 
9 25 30 36 231 

MA 19 40 27 14 242 

Math SBHA 18% 36 36 11* 240 
12 12 24 52 227 

MA 20 24 31 25 237 

* th

Needs Imp 

Boston 

Boston 

Two remaining students passed on the first retest bringing the 10  grade passing percentage to 100%. 
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MCAS – Grade 8
Spring 2002

Percentage of students scoring at each performance level 

Advanced Proficient Warning Avg Score 

Math SBHA 9% 38 32 21 236 
5 14 28 53 224 

MA 11 23 33 33 232 

History SBHA 0% 35 53 12 233 
0 5 26 69 218 

MA 1 11 46 42 224 

Needs Imp 

Boston 

Boston 

MCAS – Grade 7
Spring 2002

Percentage of students scoring at each performance level 

Advanced Proficient Warning Avg Score 

English SBHA 7% 66 27 0 244 
3 37 41 18 234 

MA 9 55 28 9 242 

Needs Imp 

Boston 

MCAS – Grade 6
Spring 2002

Percentage of students scoring at each performance level 

Advanced Proficient Warning Avg Score 

Math SBHA 48% 36 12 5 254 
5 11 21 63 222 

MA 13 28 29 30 235 

Needs Imp 

Boston 
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In comparison to all other Boston public schools – including exam, pilot, and charter – 
SBHA students achieved a score that ranks in the top five in the city on each exam: 

GRADE 10 GRADE 8 GRADE 7 GRADE 6 

English Math History Math English Math 

1. Boston Latin 260 Boston Latin 261 Boston Latin 237 Boston Latin 251 Boston Latin 254 So Bost Harb 254 
Acad CS 

2. Latin 251 Latin 254 Academy of 235 Latin 245 Mary Lyon 250 Lyndon Pilot 239 
Academy Academy Pac Rim CS Academy School 

3. Academy of 251 Academy of 245 So Bost Harb 233 So Bost Harb 236 Latin 247 Quincy Upp 239 
Pac Rim CS Pac Rim CS Acad CS Acad CS Academy School 

4. So Bost Harb 249 O’Bryant 244 Latin 230 Lyndon Pilot 235 O’Bryant 246 Mary Lyon 235 
Acad CS School Academy School School 

5. O’Bryant 245 So Bost Harb 240 Roxbury 228 Academy of 234 So Bost Harb 244 Roxbury 235 
School Acad CS Prep CS Pac Rim CS Acad CS Prep CS 

On four of the six exams, SBHA had an average score of Proficient, the second highest 
performance category. (6th grade Math, 7th grade English, 10th grade English, and 10th grade 
Math). 

From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 

• 
(grades 5-10) will be lower than the year before 

8th SBHA improved its average 

the 6th grade Math exam: 

Needs Imp Warning 

6th Math 2001 13 20 45 23 235 
2002 48 36 12 5 254 

7th English 2001 0 67 31 2 241 
2002 7 66 27 0 244 

8th 2001 0 12 66 22 228 
2002 0 35 53 12 233 

8th Math 2001 2 29 51 17 233 
2002 9 38 32 21 236 

Each year, the percentage of students failing any of the MCAS exams in each grade 

The percentage decreased on three of the four tests for which we have two years of data and the increase in 
 grade math represents only one more student failing in 2002 vs. 2001.  

score on every exam that was taken both in 2001 and 2002, including a dramatic 19-point increase on 

Advanced Proficient Avg Score 

 History 
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Additionally, the following charts indicate how SBHA compared to other schools in Boston: 

Public Schools in Boston 
Spring, 2002 MCAS 

Grade 6 Math 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter* 254 
Lyndon 239 
Quincy Upper 239 
Mary Lyon 235 
Roxbury Prep Charter 235 
Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter 231 
Rafael Hernandez 230 
Thomas A Edison 229 
Neighborhood House Charter 228 
Boston Renaissance Charter 228 
Young Achievers 227 
Donald McKay 226 
John W McCormack 226 
Sarah Greenwood 226 
Mission Hill School 226 
Washington Irving 226 
James P Timilty 226 
Umana/Barnes 225 
William B Rogers 224 
Boston Average 222 
William McKinley 222 
Frederick Douglass Charter 222 
Maurice J Tobin 221 
Mary E Curley 221 
Woodrow Wilson 220 
Clarence R Edwards 219 
Patrick F Gavin 219 
Dearborn 218 
Martin Luther King Jr 218 
Grover Cleveland 218 
Solomon Lewenberg 218 
Robert Gould Shaw 218 
Frank V Thompson 217 
Lewis Middle 217 
William H Taft 217 
Harbor School 216 
Phyllis Wheatley 213 

*SBHA had the 4th highest 6th grade Math score in the Commonwealth. 
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Public Schools in Boston 
Spring, 2002 MCAS 

Grade 7 English Language Arts 
Boston Latin (exam) 254 
Mary Lyon 250 
Boston Latin Academy (exam) 247 
O’Bryant School of Math/Science (exam) 246 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter 244 
Neighborhood House Charter 244 
Roxbury Prep Charter 244 
Donald McKay 242 
Lyndon 241 
Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter 239 
Sarah Greenwood 238 
Mission Hill School 238 
Maurice J Tobin 237 
Quincy Upper 236 
Robert Gould Shaw 235 
Boston Average 234 
Thomas A Edison 233 
James P Timilty 233 
Rafael Hernandez 233 
John W McCormack 232 
Grover Cleveland 232 
William H Taft 232 
Woodrow Wilson 232 
Umana/Barnes Middle 231 
Harbor School 231 
Frederick Douglass Charter 231 
Dearborn 230 
Patrick F Gavin 230 
Solomon Lewenberg 230 
Boston Renaissance Charter 230 
Frank V Thompson 229 
Young Achievers 229 
Clarence R Edwards 229 
Washington Irving 229 
Mary E Curley 227 
Lewis Middle 227 
Phyllis Wheatley 226 
Martin Luther King Jr. 226 
William McKinley 222 
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Public Schools in Boston 
Spring, 2002 MCAS 

Grade 8 Math 
Boston Latin (exam) 251 
Boston Latin Academy (exam) 245 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter 236 
Lyndon 235 
Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter 234 
O’Bryant School of Math and Science (exam) 232 
Mary Lyon 232 
Roxbury Prep Charter 230 
Quincy Upper 228 
Young Achievers 228 
James P Timilty 228 
Rafael Hernandez 227 
Neighborhood House Charter 227 
Boston Average 224 
Donald McKay 224 
Boston Renaissance Charter 222 
John W McCormack 221 
Umana/Barnes 221 
Thomas A Edison 220 
Sarah Greenwood 220 
Maurice J Tobin 220 
Robert Gould Shaw 220 
Washington Irving 219 
Woodrow Wilson 219 
Lewis Middle 219 
Patrick F Gavin 218 
William H Taft 218 
Phyllis Wheatley 218 
Solomon Lewenberg 217 
Mary E Curley 216 
Dearborn 216 
Grover Cleveland 216 
William McKinley 214 
Clarence R Edwards 214 
Frank V Thompson 214 
Harbor School 214 
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Public Schools in Boston 
Spring, 2002 MCAS 
Grade 8 History 

Boston Latin (exam) 237 
Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter 235 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter 233 
Boston Latin Academy (exam) 230 
Roxbury Prep Charter 228 
Neighborhood House Charter 228 
O’Bryant School of Math and Science (exam) 220 
Lyndon 220 
Quincy Upper 220 
Donald McKay 220 
Rafael Hernandez 219 
James P Timilty 219 
Boston Average 218 
Mary Lyon 218 
John W McCormack 218 
William B Rogers 217 
Boston Renaissance Charter 216 
Sarah Greenwood 216 
Maurice J Tobin 216 
William H Taft 216 
Young Achievers 215 
Washington Irving 215 
Woodrow Wilson 215 
Patrick F Gavin 215 
Dearborn 215 
Robert Gould Shaw 215 
Thomas A Edison 214 
Clarence R Edwards 214 
Lewis Middle 214 
Phyllis Wheatley 214 
Umana/Barnes 213 
Mary E Curley 213 
Martin Luther King Jr 213 
Grover Cleveland 213 
Solomon Lewenberg 213 
Harbor School 213 
Frank V Thompson 212 
William McKinley 211 
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Public Schools in Boston 
Spring, 2002 MCAS 

Grade 10 English Language Arts 
Boston Latin (exam) 260 
Boston Latin Academy (exam) 251 
Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter 251 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter 249 
O’Bryant School of Math and Science (exam) 245 
Boston Arts Academy 240 
Media & Technology Charter 240 
Fenway High 236 
Health Careers Academy Charter 233 
Boston Average 231 
Snowden International High 231 
City on a Hill Charter 231 
East Boston High 229 
West Roxbury 229 
Brighton High 227 
New Mission High 227 
Charlestown High 226 
Boston Evening Academy Charter 226 
English High 223 
Greater Egleston High 223 
Community Academy 223 
Boston High 223 
Dorchester High 222 
South Boston High 222 
Jeremiah Burke High 221 
William McKinley 219 
Madison Park High 218 
Hyde Park High 216 
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Public Schools in Boston 
Spring, 2002 MCAS 

Grade 10 Math 
Boston Latin (exam) 261 
Boston Latin Academy (exam) 254 
Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter 245 
O’Bryant School of Math and Science (exam) 244 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter 240 
Boston Arts Academy 233 
Media & Technology Charter 233 
Boston Average 231 
Charlestown High 227 
Fenway High 226 
City on a Hill Charter 226 
Snowden International High 223 
West Roxbury 223 
Health Careers Academy Charter 222 
East Boston High 221 
Brighton High 220 
New Mission High 220 
English High 218 
Community Academy 218 
Boston High 218 
Jeremiah Burke High 218 
South Boston High 217 
Boston Evening Academy Charter 216 
Greater Egleston High 216 
Dorchester High 215 
William McKinley 215 
Madison Park High 215 
Hyde Park High 211 
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Stanford 9 Achievement Tests 

Each fall for new students, and each spring for returning students, SBHA administers in 
grades 5 through 9 exams in Reading, Language, and Mathematics using the Stanford 9.  All 
students are then subsequently tested each spring, to demonstrate their progress over the 
course of one academic year, and to compare relative performance versus students in similar 
cohorts. The Stanford 9 was originally chosen since it was the same assessment exam used 
to pre- and post- test students in Boston Public Schools (BPS).  However, BPS ceased using 
the exam after the spring 2000 administration so we only have comparable data through that 
year. 

In light of the federal No Child Left Behind legislation that requires students to be tested 
annually in reading and math in grades 3-8, we are likely to eventually move away from the 
Stanford 9 as an assessment exam, especially since our administration follows two weeks of 
state MCAS testing in May. 

Nevertheless, in Reading, Writing, and Math, the scores of our students are impressive for all 
five grades as SBHA students continue to show or maintain improvement since their initial 
enrollment at SBHA. 

Please note that in all comparisons, figures are unaudited, with three differences in testing. 
First, the total number of students at our school who took the exam is of course smaller 
than that of BPS.  Second, while BPS tested all of their students in the spring, our new 
students are pre-tested in the fall of their enrollment, and then post-tested in the spring with 
the entire school population. Finally, while SBHA’s testing population includes students 
from .1 to .4 special education prototypes, BPS’s results only include .1 and .2 prototypes. 

Furthermore, any single test at any one point in time provides only a snapshot of students’ 
mastery of content and skills. While averages rise and fall from year to year, what we truly 
look for is a steady upward movement over time.  Nevertheless, on every test, in every grade, 
significant improvement has been made since students first enrolled at our school, both in 
absolute terms, and in comparison to BPS.  

Prior to entering SBHA, our students were performing below the 50th percentile in several 
areas. Over our first five years, our students showed that they are performing above the 50th 

percentile in every subject, in every grade, and in some cases, far above.  These results 
confirm what other indicators have shown, that student progress is being made at our 
school. Whether tracking students by cohort since their initial enrollment, or in comparison 
to BPS, SBHA students have demonstrated strong achievement in reading and math.  
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MATHEMATICS ACHEIVEMENT 

Mathematics Median Percentile Scores 

Median percentile scores tell us where the exact middle student falls in mathematical and 
reading performance. In other words, as many students at SBHA perform above the median 
scores as below. In Mathematics, the scores of our students are impressive for all grades as 
SBHA students continue to show or maintain improvement since their initial enrollment 

South Boston Harbor Academy 
Median Percentiles By Class, 1998-2003 

MATH 

Class of 2010 

Class of 2009 

Class of 2008 

Class of 2007 

Class of 2006 

Class of 2005 

Class of 2004 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

- - - - 35 51 +16 

- - - 44 69 84 +40 

- - 62 92 92 76 +14 

- 42 90 92 75 59 +17 

33 88 97 82 74 71 +38 

51 90 74 70 65 - +14 

28 75 57 64 - - +38 

Improvement 

Improvement: Percentile point increase from their initial enrollment to the most recent administration.  Class is composed of students in 
that class at the time of administration, and changes each year according to student turnover. 

SBHA students have also demonstrated strong math achievement in comparison to BPS: 

South Boston Harbor Academy (SBHA) vs. Boston Public Schools (BPS)

Median Percentiles, 1998-2003


MATH 

Grade 5 

Grade 6 

Grade 7 

Grade 8 

Grade 9 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

33 88 90 92 69 51 
BPS 50 50 54 NA NA NA 

51 90 97 92 92 84 
BPS 45 50 54 NA NA NA 

28 75 74 82 75 76 
BPS 50 50 53 NA NA NA 

- - 57 70 74 59 
BPS 53 59 57 NA NA NA 

- - - 64 65 71 
BPS - - - NA NA NA 

SBHA 

SBHA 

SBHA 

SBHA 

SBHA 

At SBHA, 5th graders and new students in higher grades are tested during the fall of their initial enrollment.  All returning SBHA students are tested each 
spring.  In BPS, all students are tested each spring. 

READING ACHEIVEMENT 
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Reading Median Percentile Scores 

In Reading, the scores of our students are impressive for all grades as SBHA students 
continue to show or maintain improvement since their initial enrollment at SBHA. 

South Boston Harbor Academy 
Median Percentiles By Class, 1998-2003 

READING 

Class of 2010 

Class of 2009 

Class of 2008 

Class of 2007 

Class of 2006 

Class of 2005 

Class of 2004 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

- - - - 43 51 

- - - 47 62 69 

- - 55 72 79 53 

- 47 55 61 56 50 

48 63 59 60 53 61 

58 69 54 56 71 -

48 56 55 57 - -

Class is composed of students in that class at the time of administration, and changes each year according to student turnover. 

SBHA students have also demonstrated strong reading achievement in comparison to BPS: 

South Boston Harbor Academy (SBHA) vs. Boston Public Schools (BPS) 
Median Percentiles, 1998-2003 

READING 

Grade 5 

Grade 6 

Grade 7 

Grade 8 

Grade 9 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

48 63 55 72 62 51 
BPS 47 47 49 NA NA NA 

58 69 59 61 79 69 
BPS 44 47 44 NA NA NA 

48 56 54 60 56 53 
BPS 46 46 50 NA NA NA 

- - 55 56 53 50 
BPS 47 49 49 NA NA NA 

- - - 57 71 61 
BPS - - - NA NA NA 

SBHA 

SBHA 

SBHA 

SBHA 

SBHA 

At SBHA, 5th graders and new students in higher grades are tested during the fall of their initial enrollment.  All returning SBHA students are tested 
each spring.  In BPS, all students are tested each spring. 
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LANUAGE ACHEIVEMENT 

Language Median Percentile Scores 

On the Language section, which tests students’ mastery of writing skills including expression 
and mechanics, SBHA students have again shown excellent signs of improvement. 

South Boston Harbor Academy (SBHA) 
Median Percentiles By Class, 1998-2003 

LANGUAGE 

Class of 2010 

Class of 2009 

Class of 2008 

Class of 2007 

Class of 2006 

Class of 2005 

Class of 2004 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

- - - - 40 47 

- - - 57 69 71 

- - 65 73 71 61 

- 40 61 66 51 59 

45 61 77 73 66 60 

47 69 60 50 65 -

42 50 64 64 - -

Class is composed of students in that class at the time of administration, and changes each year according to student 
turnover. 

While our students generally came to SBHA performing below the 50th percentile, they have 
generally performed above the 50th percentile on the most recent administrations of the tests. 
By any measure, our students have made strong gains in both Reading and Language over 
the past several years, to complement our excellent gains in Mathematics. 
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SAT I & PSAT


From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 

• th, 11th, and 12th grades 
will be higher than comparable student cohort scores for Boston Public Schools and 
Massachusetts 

• Median PSAT and SAT scores of SBHA student cohorts in 10th, 11th th

increase each year 

This year’s 10th th grade class by 1.46% on the PSAT, while this 
year’s 11th (We only have one year of 

The median PSAT and SAT scores of SBHA student cohorts in 10

SBHA’s first group of juniors outscored their peers in Boston on the SAT but were outscored by their 
peers in Massachusetts and the United States.  (The Boston, Massachusetts, and United States mean 
scores – median scores were unavailable – include both juniors and seniors who took the exam.) 

, and 12  grades will 

 grade class outscored last year’s 10
 grade class improved their performance versus last year by 7.44%.  

SAT data at this point so we will not be able to compare cohorts until next year.) 

SAT I Exam 
Mean Scores 

VERBAL MATH TOTAL 
United States 2001 506 514 1020 

2001 511 515 1026 
Boston 2000 419 441 860 
SBHA 2002 490 496 986 

Massachusetts 

PSAT Exam 
Mean Scores 

Class of 2004 (in 10th Grade vs. 11th Grade) 

Class of 2004 

2001-02 2002-03 
10th grade 11th grade 

129.75 139.4 

IMPROVEMENT 

+7.44% 

PSAT Exam 
Mean Scores 

10th Grade (2001-02) vs. 10th Grade (2002-03) 

10th Grade 

2001-02 2002-03 
Class of 2004 Class of 2005 

129.75 131.2 

IMPROVEMENT 

+1.46% 
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INTERNAL ASSESSMENT RESULTS 

While it is important to set academic and performance standards, it is as important to 
develop meaningful assessment tools to determine whether the standards have been met.  In 
order to gauge the fulfillment of our ambitious objectives, SBHA teachers closely track daily 
and unit lesson plans in the school’s internal database that connect the content and skills 
covered in class with the standards laid out by the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. 
Since our founding, we have continued to devise internal and external assessment tools that 
can meaningfully measure student achievement.  For example: 

•	 outside professionals judge student performance on semester-long Science Projects using 
a detailed rubric and set of criteria; 

•	 pre- and post-tests are administered in students’ major academic classes to measure 
student mastery of SBHA’s curriculum over the course of the school year; 

•	 whole-school oral math quizzes are conducted on special assessment days, for example, 
Times Table Day and F.D.P. Day (Fractions/Decimals/Percents);  

•	 in order to accurately measure students’ growth while at SBHA, and to tailor curriculum 
accordingly, new and returning students take an array of internally developed assessment 
exams in Math, Reading, Writing, Social Studies, and Science; 

•	 mid-terms and final exams are given in the high school grades to demonstrate mid- and 
end-of-year mastery; and 

•	 all subjects have teacher-developed minimum competency exams for students to 
successfully complete at the end of any necessary summer remediation program or 
tutoring. 

Devising assessment tools that match the clarity of standardized exams is always a difficult 
process. Nevertheless, we see as part of our mission as a Massachusetts charter school to 
find new and substantive ways to measure the progress of our school.  For example: 

•	 At the beginning and end of the school year, 8th grade students took an unannounced 
100-point multiple-choice and short-answer science pre-test. The test assessed the ability 
to design a simple experiment, data presentation and analysis skills, basic lab 
measurement skills, and knowledge of basic concepts in life science. In September, the 
average score was 31% (2% passing rate.) In June, the average score was 59% (30% 
passing rate.) 

•	 In 7th and 8th grade English Language Arts classes, a pre- and post-test was administered 
in three different topic areas. Below are the passing rates and demonstrated 
improvement: 

Writing

Grade 7 pre-test 51%

Grade 7 post-test 79%

Grade 8 pre-test 65%

Grade 8 post-test 92%


Comprehension Grammar 
61%	 46% 
83%	 48% 
71%	 50% 
90%	 68% 
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•	 On unannounced pre- and post- exams testing students’ basic knowledge of geography, 
history, and culture in grade 9 Global Studies, student performance improved from 36% 
in September to 78% in June. 

•	 And after students in grades 6 and 7 were tested on similar cumulative math exams at the 
start and end of the school year, students in 6th grade improved their median 
performance from 24% (0% passing) on the first test to 78% on the second (92% 
passing.) In 7th grade the median performance jumped from 37% (8% passing) to 82% 
(95% passing). 
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STUDENT LIFE 

Extracurricular Activities 

• Afterschool Computer Room 
•	 Afterschool Peer Tutoring 
•	 Art Club 
•	 Boys Basketball 
• Community Service Club 
•	 Double Dutch 
• Expedition: Yellowstone 
•	 Girls Basketball 
•	 Girls Softball 
•	 Girls Fitness Club 
•	 Golf Club 
•	 Gymnastics Club 
• High School Homework Club 
• High School Co-Ed Soccer 
•	  Journalism Club 

Field Trips 

•	 Art 

•	 Middle School Co-Ed Soccer 
•	 Mock Trial Team (sponsored by 

Massachusetts Bar Association) 
•	 National Honor Society 
•	 Outdoors Club 
•	 Running Club 
•	 SBHA Book Club 
•	 Ski and Snowboard Club 
•	 Spirit Committee 
•	 Student Government Association 
•	 Yearbook

9	 6th Grade trip to the Harvard Museum to view late 19th and early 20th century 
paintings and sculpture. 

9	 5th grade trip to local artist studios to look at the life of a working artist. 

•	 College Counseling 
9	 Juniors—Northeastern University, Brandeis University, Boston University, 

UMass-Boston, Hunter College, New York University, Fordham University, 
Pace University NEACAC College Fair 

9	 Sophomores—UMass-Amherst, Amherst College, Brown University, 
NEACAC College Fair 

9 Freshmen—Brown University, Salem State College, NEACAC College Fair 

•	 Advisory 
9 The entire 8th grade went on a full-day ropes course field trip. 

•	 History 
9	 5th grade trip to the Commonwealth Museum to view the Central Artery 

archeological exhibit bridging their unit on early people and Native American 
cultures. 
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9 5th grade trip to Plimoth Plantation as a culminating activity tying together 
the main 5th grade units of Native American Cultures and European 
Colonization in North America. 

9 7th grade went to a special exhibit on Ancient Egypt at the Museum of 
Science. 

•	 Math 
9	 A 6th grade tour of the Moakley Courthouse turned into a math and 

architectural tour. 

•	 Science 
9 The 6th grade took a Save The Harbor/Save The Bay boat tour of Boston 

Harbor to learn about the history of the Boston Harbor cleanup. 
9 The 9th grade visited the Edison Power Plant to view a working 

electromagnet generator. 
9 Selected high school students visited the MIT Plasma Center. 
9 11th graders visited the DNA labs at the Museum of Science. 
9 The 6th grade took a two-day, overnight field trip to the Appalachian 

Mountain Club’s Mountain Classroom in the White Mountains. 
9	 7th grade students visited Bumpkin Island, the Charlestown Naval Yard, and 

took the Envirolab III (a ship run by UMass-Boston) as part of their 
environmental science unit. 

9	 The 7th grade took a trip to Purgatory Chasm in Sutton, MA to examine rock 
formations caused by glaciers, streams, and root action of trees. 

Collaborations/Partnerships/Guest Speakers 

•	 College Counseling 
9	 Representatives from the following colleges visited and spoke with students: 

Plymouth State College, Fisher College, University of Bridgeport, Johnson 
and Wales, Lyndon State College, Holy Cross, Pine Manor, and Emmanuel 
College. 

9	 Frequent conversations with area college counselors, including other Boston 
and area charter schools with new senior classes, to exchange ideas. 

•	 Advisory 
9 Marie Sullivan from Friends of Boston’s Homeless spoke about 

homelessness in Greater Boston. 
9 Rob Williams from the New Mexico Media Literacy Project spoke to all 

students in grades 7-11 about becoming media literate. 
9	 City Year worked with SBHA as one of its sites during its annual Serve-a-

Thon. 
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• Art 
9 

• French 
9 

9 

• History 
9 

9 

• Math 
9 

9 

• Science 
9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

The ICA Museum sent Head of Education Ena Fox to jump start a closer 
collaboration with SBHA through their own programs and more 
involvement with ours. 

The French Library and Cultural Center and the Massachusetts Foreign 
Language Association both requested student work and offered workshops 
on improving foreign language. 
A teacher presented a workshop this summer during the MAFLA Immersion 
Weekend that showcased ideas from the entire French department. 

Curriculum collaboration with the 5th grade team at the Edward Brooke 
Charter School on instruction, classroom methods, and peer observations. 
10th grade teachers co-created and team-taught Humanities Holocaust Unit 
with English department. 

Curriculum collaboration with the math department at the Edward Brooke 
Charter School 
Collaboration with art teachers on projects during the 6th and 7th grade 
Geometry unit. 

5

Partnership with The Boston Harbor Association – An educator from 
TBHA co-taught a series of lessons about the cleanup of Boston Harbor. 
The educator also arranged for trips into Boston Harbor to complement the 
lessons. 
Outdoor Explorations, a non-profit organization, organized outdoor 
activities for the Outdoor Club. 

th graders designed and built in Art class inventions to help prevent specific 
kinds of pollution. Students “sold” their inventions to their classmates and 
outside judges at the Ocean Pollution Prevention Invention Convention. 
Both the 5th grade and the 9th grade studied motion and forces, and used their 
knowledge to design rockets. The students then launched their rockets 
against each other to determine the best rocket design. 
Bruce Berman from Save The Harbor/Save The Bay taught the 6th grade a 
lesson about the history of the Boston Harbor cleanup. 
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Awards and Recognition 

Mass Insight Education invited SBHA to apply to become a Vanguard School, a state-wide 
model of excellence, based upon the impressive performance of our students on the spring 
2002 MCAS math exams. We applied chronicling both the special math curriculum we have 
developed, as well as the extensive student support services we have in place to promote 
student success. After a full-day site visit and extensive interviews, we were the only charter 
school and one of only two Boston schools to receive one of the eight Vanguard model 
school awards this year. During their visit to SBHA, members of Mass Insight stated: 

“We were impressed by the structures SBHA has put in place to ensure high 
standards education for all students, including the curriculum binder review 
process and the after-school homework club and tutoring programs.  We 
were equally impressed by the environment of professionalism in the school, 
specifically the numerous ways teachers function beyond their typically 
defined roles and the mechanisms that are in place for administrators to 
support teachers.” 

The New England Association of Schools and Colleges granted SBHA Candidacy for 
Accreditation status, valid through academic year 2006.  In the Association’s review, they 
wrote: 

“The Commission commended the thoroughness of the school’s Application 
of Candidacy which described the school’s focus on teaching and learning, 
the school’s advisory program, the commitment level of the professional and 
support staffs in meeting the needs of students, and the positive school 
culture.” 
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GOVERNANCE PROFILE 

Board of Trustees 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School is governed by a Board of Trustees which 
has responsibility for all fiduciary, legal, and regulatory compliance issues, and ensures that 
the school is operated in accordance with its charter.  During the 2002-03 school year, the 
Board bylaws allowed for twelve Board members; seven are currently filled. 

Christopher Churchill, Business Analyst, Iron Mountain.  Chris Churchill is a member 
of the strategy team at Iron Mountain, a records and information management 
company. Previously, Mr. Churchill worked as an investment banker for ten years at 
Wall Street firms including Bear Stearns. He is a graduate of Princeton University 
and Harvard Business School. (Finance Committee) 

Joseph Foley, Producer, Foley Entertainment Limited.  Joseph Foley is head of Foley 
Entertainment Limited and a member of the Directors Guild of America. (Facilities 
Committee) 

Susan Fortin, Co-Founder and Board Chair.  Susan Fortin, a Founder of the school 
and its former Director of Operations, has experience in public sector budgeting and 
financial management, as well as state education funding and accountability reform. 
She is the author and co-author of two publications on local government finance. 
She is a graduate of Williams College and Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. (Governance Committee) 

John J-H Kim, Former CEO of Chancellor Beacon Academies.  Prior to his experience 
with Chancellor Beacon Academies, the second largest school management company 
in the country, Mr. Kim was President of Kaplan Learning Services, a division of 
Kaplan, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of The Washington Post Company.  Mr. 
Kim co-founded Crimson & Brown Associates, Inc., a leading career services firm, 
and has served as a consultant for McKinsey & Co.  He is a graduate of Harvard 
College and Harvard Business School. (Development Committee Chairperson, 
Construction Task Team) 

Stephen Lynch, U.S. Congressman and Chairperson Emeritus.  Stephen Lynch is a 
Founder of the school and former Chair of the Board of Trustees.  U.S. 
Representative Lynch has extensive experience with the educational needs and goals 
of Boston residents. An attorney and former member of Ironworkers Local #7, he 
is a graduate of Wentworth Institute of Technology and Boston College Law School. 

Pat Murphy, Vice President of Human Resources at the World Trade Center/Seaport Hotel. 
Pat Murphy is also the former head of human resources for the Fleet Center.  She is 
a graduate of Rutgers University. (Governance Committee) 

Neil Olken, Former President, Dyecraftsmen, Inc.  Currently retired, Neil Olken was the 
President and major stockholder of Dyecraftsmen, Inc, a textile processing company. 
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He is actively involved in volunteer efforts on behalf of both of his alma maters, 
Harvard College and Harvard Business School. (Finance Committee Chairperson, 
Construction Task Team) 

Shalinee Sharma, MBA Candidate, Harvard Business School.  Most recently, Ms. 
Sharma was the Manager of Capacity Building at City Year, Inc, a national youth 
service corps. She formerly worked as an Associate Consultant at both Bain & 
Company and the Bridgespan Group, a non-profit strategic consulting firm.  She is a 
graduate of Brown University. (Governance Committee) 

Brett Peiser, ex officio. Brett Peiser is a Founder and Executive Director of South 
Boston Harbor Academy and Founder of Edward Brooke Charter School. Mr. 
Peiser spent several years teaching History in Brooklyn, New York.  Mr. Peiser co
authored Competition in Education, a study of the impact of interdistrict school 
choice in Massachusetts, and directed a public-private partnership helping 
community colleges with their remedial students.  He is a graduate of Brown 
University and Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government. 

Trustees Office Elected Reelected Term Expires 

Chris Churchill 1/03 6/05 

Joseph Foley Clerk 6/00 6/02 6/04 

Susan Fortin Chair 6/99 6/02 6/04 

John J-H Kim 10/02 6/05 

Pat Murphy 6/99 6/02 6/04 

Neil Olken Treasurer 9/02 6/04 

Shalinee Sharma 6/03 6/06 

Brett Peiser, ex officio 5/98 

The Board of Trustees meeting schedule for the 2002-03 school year: 

9 Tuesday, July 24, 2002

9 Tuesday, September 17, 2002

9 Tuesday, October 8, 2002

9 Tuesday, November 7, 2002

9 Tuesday, December 9, 2002

9 Tuesday, January 14, 2003

9 Tuesday, March 11, 2003
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9	 Tuesday, May 13, 2003 
9	 Tuesday, June 10, 2003 

The Board of Trustees tentative meeting schedule for the 2003-04 school year: 

9	 Tuesday, September 9, 2003 
9	 Tuesday, October 14, 2003 
9	 Tuesday, November 11, 2003 
9	 Tuesday, January 13, 2004 
9	 Tuesday, March 9, 2004 
9	 Tuesday, May 11, 2004 
9	 Tuesday, June 8, 2004 

All meetings of the Trustees are conducted in accordance with the Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 30A. Notices of such meetings are filed with the Secretary of State, Secretary 
of Administration and Finance, and Boston City Clerk. 

Major Board Decisions 
The Board made a number of major policy decisions during our fifth year: 

•	 Approved audited Financial Statements for fiscal year 2001-02. 
•	 Approved changing the school mission from a five-point mission to a single statement: 

To prepare each student for college. 
•	 Upheld four expulsion decisions by the Principal that were appealed by families, with 

modifications to three of the four decisions. 
•	 Elected as voting Trustees for two-year terms: Neil Olken, Chris Churchill, and John J-H 

Kim. Elected for a three-year term: Shalinee Sharma. 
•	 Disbanded School Policies Committee. Created temporary Construction Task Team to 

focus on acquisition and renovation of new facility. 
•	 Approved policy on Board’s role in school discipline. 
•	 Approved changes to the school’s enrollment policy: 1) permitted school to accept up to 

25 students per class, 2) changed the cutoff for adding students to the start of the second 
quarter from Oct. 15th, and 3) eliminated clinical deferment/deferred status clause. 

•	 Voted to increase board member terms from two to three years. 
•	 Rewrote board committee descriptions. 
•	 Approved second year of participation in Executive Service Corps board development 

project. 
•	 Approved 2003-04 operating budget. 

Making Board Policy 
The SBHA Board of Trustees meetings provide any or all members with the opportunity to 
present issues for consideration, including new or amended policies. Once the issue is 
raised, the membership may opt to refer the concept to the appropriate committee for 
further review. The school has three standing committees, including the Development 
Committee, the Finance Committee, and the Governance Committee.  In the event that the 
proposed issue cannot be referred to any of the standing committees, a special commission 
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of 2-4 Board members is created to study the particular issue.  For example, this year we 
created a Construction Task Team to deal with the acquisition and renovation of a new 
school facility. 

After reviewing the merits of the proposed policy or finishing work on a proposed 
document, the committee makes a presentation and/or recommendation to the full Board 
for their consideration. The new or amended policy is then approved, rejected, or tabled for 
further consideration and review. 

Hearing Complaints 
Both the school and the Board work in conjunction with one another to hear and resolve 
any complaints. If a problem arises, both the school and the Board encourage the 
complainant to address the problem directly with the staff member(s).  If the complainant is 
dissatisfied with the proposed resolution by the appropriate faculty or staff member, a 
meeting should be scheduled with the school Principal.  If the situation has still not been 
resolved, a meeting should be scheduled with the school’s Executive Director.  If no 
resolution has been reached, the Board encourages attendance at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees to try and resolve the situation. 

If this meeting does not resolve the relevant complaint, the complainant should follow the 
guidelines set by M.G.L. c. 71, § 89(jj) and 603 CMR 1.10.  If an individual believes that the 
school has violated any provision of the charter school law or regulations, he or she may file 
a formal complaint with the Board of Trustees.  After receiving the complaint, the Board 
must send a written response to the individual within 30 days.  603 CMR 1.10(2). If the 
Board does not address the complaint to the individual’s satisfaction, the individual may 
submit the complaint to the Commissioner of Education. 603 CMR 1.10(4). A 
parent/guardian may file a complaint with DOE at any time if he or she believes that the 
school has violated any federal or state law or regulation.  603 CMR 1.10(6). 

The Board of Trustees received no formal complaints during 2002-03. 

From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 
• Board of Trustees turnover will be limited to one member per year 

left because of time constraints. At 
Currently, 7 of the 12 Board seats are 

• Board of Trustee attendance at Board meetings will average no more than one 
member missing per meeting 

During 2002-03, turnover was four—one moved away from Massachusetts and the other three 
However, two of the four joined SBHA’s Advisory Board.  

the same time, we added four new Trustees to the Board.  
filled and further recruitment efforts are planned for 2003-04. 

During the 9 Board meetings held this year, we had only 7 absences, averaging less than one 
board member absent per meeting. 
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STUDENT PROFILE 

In the 2002-2003 school year, the school enrolled 267 students in grades 5 through 11, with 
the following characteristics: 

Gender.  Of our 267 students, 142 (53%) are girls and 125 (47%) are boys. 

Residence.  All of our students live in the city of Boston, with the majority residing in 
South Boston (51%) and Dorchester (35%). An ever-expanding number of students (14%) 
come from neighborhoods throughout the city, including Charlestown, East Boston, Hyde 
Park, Jamaica Plain, Mattapan, Roslindale, South End, and West Roxbury. 

Racial Makeup.  82% of our students are White Non-Hispanic, 12% are Black Non-
Hispanic, and 6% are Hispanic, Asian, and Interracial. 

SBHA Racial Makeup, 1998 vs. 2002 

1998-99 2002-03 
Original 5th grade class Most recent 5th grade class 

White Non-Hispanic 93% 68% 
African-American 5% 29% 
Hispanic 2% 2% 
Asian-American 0% 0% 
Bi-Racial 0% 1% 

Limited English Proficiency.  There are currently no students enrolled at SBHA who are 
limited English proficient, nor are there any students presently enrolled who are linguistic 
minorities. SBHA has developed preliminary educational plans should this situation change. 

Special Needs.  12% of our students qualify as Special Needs. 

Free and Reduced Price Lunch.  37% of our students qualify for free or reduced price 
lunch. 

Parental College Attendance.  30% of our parents have graduated from college, while 
70% have not. 
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Student Attendance 
The school’s average daily attendance during the 2002-2003 academic year was 251.2 
students, while the school’s average membership in 2002-2003 was 264.72 students, 
providing an average daily attendance rate of 95%. 

Grade Levels 
During the 2002-03 school year, SBHA served 267 students in grades 5 through 11.  In the 
2003-04 school year, the school will expand to grades 5 through 12 with approximately 337 
students. 

Student-Teacher Ratios 
During the 2002-03 school year, there were 27 teachers, providing students and families with 
a 10:1 student-teacher ratio. With an average class size of 22 in the middle school, and 10-14 
in the high school, students benefit from as close and individualized instruction as possible. 

School Calendar 
In order to provide students with a comprehensive, college preparatory education, SBHA 
has a longer-than-usual school day and longer-than-usual school year.  During the 2002-03 
school year, we were open 188 days, eight days longer than the traditional 180 days.  This 
year, our regular school day began at 8:00 AM and ended at 3:00 PM.  However, for many 
students the day extended to anywhere from 3:30 to 5:00 PM for homework help and  
tutoring. For one-third of our students, there was also school from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM on 
Saturday. Between the longer year and longer day, students enjoyed an additional 34 days of 
instruction by June 24th, our final day of school (as compared to the average Boston Public 
School student). 

STUDENT OUTREACH, ELIGIBILITY & ENROLLMENT 

Our student body is chosen at random through a publicly held, independent lottery, with no 
regard to a student’s background or family situation. Enrollment eligibility is met if: 

•	 the student is a resident of Massachusetts; 
•	 the student has successfully completed (or is expected to successfully complete) the 

grade preceding the grade to which he/she seeks admission; and 
•	 both the student and his or her parent/guardian have signed the application stating that 

they understand the expectations of the school and agree to sign the contract to comply 
with the student code. 

While we receive many calls throughout the year regarding admissions, and maintain an 
active database of interested families, we only accept applications during our enrollment 
period, which begins in January and runs through mid-March. 

The enrollment process opens with extensive, city-wide outreach, multiple information 
sessions, and broad application distribution. In order to inform the general public about the 
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school, fliers are posted throughout the city; advertisements are placed in both city papers as 
well as nearly every Boston community paper; and information sessions are held both at the 
school and in other communities.  All applicants and their parents/guardians are strongly 
encouraged (but not required) to attend a school information session.   

The enrollment process concludes in mid-March with a publicly-held lottery to allocate 
available slots to applicants in the new 5th grade or on the waiting lists of the 6th through 8th 

grades. If the number of applicants exceeds the number of slots available in any given class, 
the remaining applicants are placed on a waiting list by their grade and lottery number.  If 
and when a slot becomes available in grades 5 through 8 (we do not accept new students 
into grades 9 through 12), waiting list candidates are offered the position by telephone and in 
writing, and have up to a week to respond. Any student offered a position in the 7th and 8th 

grades are required to take an assessment exam and based on that assessment may be 
required to attend summer school and/or be placed in a grade appropriate to their skill level. 

The charter school law, M.G.L. c.79, s. 81, provides a sibling preference provision that gives 
siblings of enrolled students preference over non-siblings in enrollment.  Therefore, if the 
sibling of a current South Boston Harbor Academy student, or of a student accepted in the 
lottery for the new 5th grade class, applies to the school during the enrollment period, then 
that sibling has preference over existing waiting list candidates who are not siblings.  If no 
space is available in the grade, the sibling will be placed at the top of the waiting list. 

A full description of our enrollment policy is available at the school and is on file at the 
Charter School Office of the Massachusetts Department of Education. 

ENROLLMENT PROCESS 

On March 13, 2003 we held our sixth lottery to select students for the incoming 5th grade 
class and for positions on the waiting lists of the 6th through 8th grades. This year, we 
received a total of 365 applications: 202 for 88 available spots in the 5th grade and 163 for 
spots on the 6th through 8th grade waiting lists. 

APPLICATIONS 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 
Allston-Brighton 4 2 4 

Boston 19 22 14 
Charlestown 4 8 9 
Dorchester 111 112 136 
East Boston 3 7 7 
Hyde Park 5 12 26 

Jamaica Plain 6 7 10 
Mattapan 4 20 17 
Roslindale 5 7 9 
Roxbury 7 13 8 

South Boston 88 78 118 
West Roxbury 2 8 4 

Outside Boston 2 3 
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In the 2003 lottery, the applicant pool again reflected our continually broadening applicant 
base. The largest percentage of applicants came from Dorchester (38%), followed by South 
Boston (32%). The remaining 30% of applicants came from 10 other Boston 
neighborhoods. 

Applications by Neighborhood, 1998 vs. 2002 
1998-99 2002-03 

1. South Boston 61.5% 1. Dorchester 37.6% 
2. Dorchester 27.5% 2. South Boston 26.2% 
3. Charlestown 2.5% 3. Boston 7.4% 
4. Boston 2.0% 4. Mattapan 6.7% 
5. Hyde Park 1.6% 5. Roxbury 4.4% 
6. Mattapan 1.2% 6. Hyde Park 4.0% 
7. Roxbury 1.2% 7. Charlestown 2.7% 
8. West Roxbury 0.8% 8. West Roxbury 2.7% 
9. Outside Boston 0.8% 9. East Boston 2.3% 
10. Jamaica Plain 0.4% 10. Jamaica Plain 2.3% 
11. Roslindale 0.4% 11. Roslindale 2.3% 
12. Allston-Brighton 0.0% 12. Allston-Brighton 0.7% 
13. East Boston 0.0% 13. Outside Boston 0.6% 

STUDENT WAITING LIST 

Reflecting our applicant pool, we have students on our waiting list from various 
neighborhoods throughout the city. The majority of students on our waiting list reside in 
Dorchester (38%) and South Boston (32%). As of July 2003, we had a total of 624 students 
on our waiting lists for grades 5-8. 

WAITING LIST GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 TOTAL 
Allston-Brighton 1 3 1 5 
Boston 3 10 17 9 39 
Charlestown 1 3 7 2 13 
Dorchester 26 71 85 57 239 
East Boston 3 1 3 7 14 
Hyde Park 6 10 5 8 29 
Jamaica Plain 4 3 2 2 11 
Mattapan 6 9 6 10 31 
Roslindale 2 2 6 2 12 
Roxbury 3 6 7 16 
South Boston 45 43 64 48 200 
West Roxbury 2 3 3 1 9 
Outside Boston 1 1 1 3 
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While we would prefer to not lose any students to the city’s exam schools, we are proud of 
the success our 6th grade students have enjoyed in earning acceptance into the city’s exam 
schools, a testament to the especially strong work of our 5th and 6th grade teachers: 

6th Grade Exam School Acceptance Rates 

1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 

20 20 21 28 
18 15 17 22 

Boston Latin 7 11 12 12 
8 4 3 15 

O’Bryant School 3 0 2 5 
90% 75% 81% 79% 

Total applied 
Total accepted 

Latin Academy 

Acceptance rate 

From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 

• 
incoming 5th grade class 

This year, we received 202 5th

• The total number of applications from outside of South Boston will increase by 10% each 
year for the next five years 

• Maximum year-to-year attrition rates for each grade will remain at or below: 

Projected Actual 
Grade 5Æ6: 2.5% 1 student (1.5%) 
Grade 6Æ7: 10% ls) 11 students (24%) 
Grade 7Æ8: 2.5% 0 students (0%) 
Grade 8Æ9: 10% ls) 8 students (19%) 
Grade 9Æ10: 5% 3 students (12.5%) 
Grade 10Æ11: 5% 0 students (0%) 
Grade 11Æ12: 5% 0 students (0%) 

• Daily school attendance rate will not fall below 95% each year 

• The percentage of students suspended will decline each year 

page). 

SBHA will receive at least twice as many applications as spaces available for each 

 grade applications for 88 open seats. 

68% of applications came from outside of South Boston vs. 74% the previous year. 

(due to exam schoo 10 of 11 to exam schools 

(due to high schoo 8 of 8 to parochial high schools 

This year’s school attendance rate was 95%. 

Even with a larger student body, suspensions declined from the previous school year (see chart on next 
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DISCIPLINE 

In any school, it is clear that little academic progress can be made without a real 
commitment to a safe and orderly learning environment.  We are happy to report that if 
nothing else, this commitment has continued to be held to the highest standard.  To the best 
of our abilities, we try to ensure that not a single incident passes without consequence, 
fulfilling our school’s motto that for every action, there is a consequence, positive or 
negative. Our Student Code of Conduct clearly spells out all school-related disciplinary 
offenses and their appropriate consequences.  It is important that we set academic standards 
and assessments to measure our performance toward those standards.  But the truth of the 
matter is that none of these changes will improve academic achievement unless schools are 
safe and orderly places in which teachers can teach and students can learn. 

SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS 

1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 
Enrollment 120 160 200 233 267 

Total suspensions 57 38 99 235 201 
In-school 15 16 45 122 161 
Out-of-school 42 22 54 113 40 

Total number of incidents 45 26 73 197 159 
Number of different students 29 31 49 89 73 

Total days of suspensions 87 71 172 359 252
 Total due to in-school 18 31 62 140 141 
Total due to out-of-school 69 40 110 219 111 

Expulsions 0 0 0 6 1 

Of particular note, of the 201 suspensions this past year, 168, or 84%, were of students who 
had been suspended on at least two different occasions.  This compares to 80% (187 of 235) 
during the 2001-02 school year. 

While the number of days lost to suspension continues to be higher than we would like – 
and did in fact decrease from last year despite an increase in enrollment – we see this as an 
indication of our commitment to a policy of zero tolerance.  We will not let unacceptable 
behavior interfere with learning. We will not allow students who are disruptive in class limit 
the education of others. We are especially fortunate to have a maximum of 22 students in 
each class, but we know that it only takes one student to derail the education of the other 21. 
Having set a strong precedent in our first few years, we look forward to a reduction in the 
number of incidents that warrant suspension in the years to come. 
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PROMOTION POLICIES 

The question of promotion is one that challenges every school, at every grade level.  At 
South Boston Harbor Academy, we know that neither automatic retention nor automatic 
promotion is the solution for students who do not successfully complete their work.  While 
we will not promote students simply because they are a calendar year older, requiring 
students to repeat the same material over again, or holding back students who have already 
been held back once before, is not the desired outcome either.  Given the importance of the 
decision, our promotion policies are implemented so that students have ample opportunities 
throughout the year to change their fates and the school has enough time to make the 
soundest educational decisions. 

The goal is that all students have the support needed to move forward but in order to move 
forward they also must evidence satisfactory completion of work in their five core courses. 
Therefore, we have carefully planned out a proactive approach for the prevention of 
academic failure through a careful monitoring of student performance over time, starting 
before the first day of class, and continuing with our three tiers of programmatic support. 
We have also carefully planned out a proactive approach for involving students and families 
to ensure student success. 

Provided with the Student Handbook at family orientation each year, parents know the 
criteria for academic promotion—passing all core courses with a 70% or better, with 
summer remediation for students who fail no more than one course.  Knowing the 
expectations, however, is only a piece of the picture.  For some students, holding the bar 
high without solid stepladders along the way will not create academic success. 

Students newly entering SBHA are tested in reading, writing, and mathematics, with careful 
review of students’ skills, an integral part of the initial support process. Five hours of added 
instruction in academic skills for all students, morning previewing of materials, and pull-out 
services for some students—all part of the daily 8:00-3:00 PM schedule—are direct and 
immediate responses to students’ academic needs.  With the year underway, and these daily 
supports in place, SBHA immediately begins to provide three additional tiers of support. 

The first tier of support involves mandatory homework support for all students.  For so 
many students, the piece that leads to academic failure is the lack of satisfactory homework 
completion. Any student who does not complete even one homework assignment must stay 
after school for Homework Club. Families who choose SBHA for their children realize that 
homework is an important piece of a student’s educational progress, and that after school 
support is a requirement, not an offering. Requiring time and achievement after school is 
one way we can ensure that students do not fall through the cracks or are not “mis
promoted” to the next grade. Due to our clear expectations for homework completion, and 
our consistent implementation of Homework Club for students who fail to meet this 
expectation, on average, 93% of students complete every homework assignment in every 
class everyday. 

The next step in the decision-making process, and the implementation of the second tier of 
support, takes place early in the year as we identify those students in danger of failing a 
particular subject. While 8:00 AM-3:00 PM is the average day for most students, 25% of our 
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student body is required to stay as late as 5:00 PM each day to complete their homework or 
receive additional help. We require those students in danger of failing to stay after school 2
5 days per week, 30 minutes to two hours each day, to work on specific content and skills 
with their grade-level teachers. While all teachers regularly provide tutoring after school, for 
any student in danger of retention, this provision becomes a requirement.  Teachers and 
advisors talk with families, and set up a tutoring schedule; many middle school students are 
also provided a one-on-one tutor from the high school.  All of this is done to proactively 
prevent failure and to ensure, to the best of our ability, progress and promotion for all 
students. 

The third step occurs at the end of the first five weeks of school and the issuance of the first 
formal progress report when the school sends home to some students and families a letter 
based on the first weeks of work, indicating that the student will need to attend Saturday 
School at SBHA. Saturday School represents yet another proactive approach during the 
school year to support student achievement and promotion.  It is another attempt to avoid 
summer school and retention. Over the year, we offered 25 Saturday school sessions and 
students were invited in every 4-5 weeks based upon current academic performance. 

Saturday School, led by grade-level teachers, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM every Saturday, provides 
structured time during which students organize their weekly materials, complete required 
reading, and receive support in the improvement and completion of daily assignments. 
Students also have the opportunity to improve grades on weekly quizzes.  It is the school’s 
hope that by identifying early on students in danger of failing, and targeting individual 
solutions to individual problems, students can avoid spending their summer in school, 
and/or repeating the current grade next year. 

Soon after the issuance of each progress report and report card, families of Saturday School 
students are again contacted regarding their child’s progress.  Students are notified whether 
they are required to continue attending Saturday School, or congratulated on the progress 
they have made since mid-year. Additionally, any other students now in academic danger are 
also invited into Saturday School. 

In 2002-03, there were 77 students (out of 267, or 29% of the school) who were failing at 
least one class and subsequently attended at least one session of Saturday School.  Of those 
77 students: 

•	 56 passed all of their classes by the end of the year; 
•	 15 passed all but one of their classes by the end of the year, necessitating their 

participation in a summer program; and 
•	 6 failed two or more classes necessitating their retention into their current grade. 

We wish that we could say that the programmatic attention to students built into the regular 
school day of 8:00 AM-3:00 PM, the after school Homework Club and tutoring required 
from 3:00 PM-5:00 PM, and the Saturday School program running 9:00 AM-1:00 PM, were 
sufficient to allow all students to progress during the regular academic year. However, for 
some students, the challenge remains, as does the requirement to show sufficient skill and 
knowledge in all subject areas to warrant promotion. 

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School   59    2002-2003 Annual Report 



--

--

For those students who were at risk of not passing one course late in the year, despite the 
three tiers of support, SBHA provided families with resources in the local community 
offering summer remediation and tutoring.  Some SBHA teachers were also available for 
individualized tutoring. These students had to attend an approved summer school or 
tutoring program, and then had to pass an SBHA teacher-created minimum competency 
exam(s) in order to be promoted to the next grade.  If a student fails to meet either of these 
requirements, he or she will be retained in his or her current grade.  Students who fail four 
or more core classes (or who miss 10% of the school year) will also be retained. 

By the end of the 2002-03, 18 students were required to attend a summer program and pass 
an SBHA created minimum competency exam.  Assuming all of our students pass their end-
of-summer assessment exams, and all retained students return for the new school year, 12 
students will be retained into their current grades. 

SUMMER SCHOOL/RETENTION 

AFTER AFTER 
2001-02 2002-03 

SUMMER 
SCHOOL failed 1-2 core failed 1 core class 

reason classes 

total students 23 (9.9%) 18 (7%) 

grade 5 0 2 
6 6 5 
7 3 4 
8 4 2 
9 8 2 
10 2 1 
11 2 

RETENTION 
reason fail 3+ classes, fail fail 2+ classes, fail 

summ. sch., or summ. sch., or 
absent >10% of yr. absent >10% of yr. 

total students 14 (6%) 12 (4.5%) 

grade 5 0 0 
6 0 1 
7 5 2 
8 2 2 
9 5 3 
10 2 2 
11 2 
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STAFF PROFILE 

School Leadership 
The 2002-03 school year brought some important changes within the administration.  In 
order to most effectively manage our growing organization, the school established two new 
positions to assist the Principal in leading the school: 1) SBHA Co-Founder and Principal 
for four years Brett Peiser, became Executive Director to lead the school’s search for a 
permanent facility and work with the Board on fundraising, finance, and other key 
organizational issues. Susan Walsh was promoted from Curriculum Coordinator to Principal 
to lead the teaching staff and ensure SBHA offers an exceptional academic program to its 
students; and 2) Founding science department chair, Tobey Jackson, assumed the role of 
Middle School Director, joining Eileen Callahan, founding history department chair, who 
became High School Director last year. This exceptional team has guided us through a very 
successful year in which our charter was renewed for a second five-year term. 

Teacher Applications and Positions 
We received over 1000 applications for 12 open positions in the English, Math, History, 
Science, French, and Special Education departments, an average of 90+ applications per 
open position. 

For 2002-03, there were 27 full-time teachers: 
•	 4 History 
•	 3 Science 
•	 2 Math/Science 
•	 3 Math 
•	 7 English 
•	 3 Special Needs 
•	 3 French 
•	 1 Art 
•	 1 Phys Ed/Health 

Faculty Background and Qualifications 
•	 Teaching staff has an average of 6 years of experience 
•	 59% have Master’s Degrees and 7% are actively working towards their Master’s 

Degree 
•	 60% hold MA certification, 76% hold certification from MA or some other state 
•	 94% are Highly Qualified under No Child Left Behind guidelines 
•	 Average number of years of service at SBHA is 3+ years 

Faculty Turnover 
For 2003-04, we have 20 teachers returning, and will be adding 12 new, full-time teachers as 
a result of expansion of the 5th grade class, adding a 12th grade for the first time, and 
turnover. 
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Of the 8 original founding teachers, 4 remain, and one is now Principal of the Edward 
Brooke Charter School. Another will be Principal of Excel Charter School opening in 
September 2003. 

Reasons for departures 

2002-03 Teacher K Math Teacher Mutual decision 1 year 
Teacher L History Teacher Contract not renewed 1 year 
Teacher M Math Teacher Contract not renewed 1 year 
Teacher N Special Education Teacher Contract not renewed 1 year 
Teacher O Science Teacher Leaving to attend graduate 3 years 

school 
Teacher P French Teacher Seeking less structured 1 year 

environment 

From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 

• The school will demonstrate low to no staff turnover from year to year 

• 
plan 

Six teachers out of 27 will not be returning for the new school year. 

SBHA will develop and implement a new, formal teacher and administrator evaluation 

The first steps toward this goal began this year as all teachers received a comprehensive and detailed 
written mid-year narrative that addressed the five primary professional roles all teachers carry at 
SBHA: that of classroom teacher, advisor, grade-level team member, department colleague, 
and afterschool leader. The narrative was informed by the Principal’s frequent classroom visits, as well as 
by the Middle School and High School Directors’ constant work with teachers each and every day. 
Each teacher met with the Principal mid-year to discuss the points raised in the narrative and to identify 
specific goals towards which to work as the year progressed.  Each meeting was followed up by a written 
bulleted list of the goals identified during the mid-year review, written by the Principal and shared with 
the individual teacher along with the Middle and High School Directors.  In mid-May all teachers met 
once again with the Principal to review progress since the mid-year review. 
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2002-03 FACULTY AND STAFF 

Jenna Bartlett 
History Teacher 

B.A., Dickinson College 
M.A., University of Massachusetts-Boston 

Christina Buffum 
English Teacher 

B.A., Colby College 

Joshua Cabral 
French Teacher/College Advisor 

B.A., University of Massachusetts-Amherst 

Eileen Callahan 
High School Director/History Chair 

B.A., M.A., Fordham University 
M.A., Harvard University 

Rodney Coleman 
Health/Physical Education Teacher 

B.A., Providence College 

Caryn Collins 
Math/Computer Teacher 

B.A., Colgate University 
M.A., Harvard University 

Sheila Connors 
History Teacher/Co-Chair 

B.A., M.A., Villanova University 

Jenna Bartlett teaches history at SBHA as well as 
supervises the double-dutch club.  Ms. Bartlet spent 
three years teaching History at the Metropolitan 
Treatment Center in Roslindale.  Ms. Bartlett also spent 
a year teaching ESL in Japan. 

Tina Buffum, who teaches English and coaches girls’ 
basketball, has also taught English and History in San 
Francisco, where she served as Head of the Middle 
School. 

Joshua Cabral, French Teacher and College Counselor, 
also taught French, Italian, and Drama at Falmouth 
Academy for four years.  Mr. Cabral has taught and 
studied in France and has a working knowledge of 
Spanish. 

Eileen Callahan is a Founding History Teacher, History 
Chair, and SBHA’s High School Director. Prior to 
helping found SBHA, Ms. Callahan taught high school 
Social Studies in New York City for five years, where she 
also served as her department’s chairperson. 

Rodney Coleman joined SBHA after spending the past 
year teaching K-5 Physical Education in Milton Public 
Schools.  Mr. Coleman has also worked as a teacher and 
teaching assistant at Health Careers Academy Charter 
School. 

Caryn Collins joined SBHA after earning her Master’s 
degree in Education.  Prior to this, Ms. Collins was a 
founding 5th through 8th grade teacher at Tertulia: A 
Learning Community Charter School in Phoenix, 
Arizona. There, she taught Math, Language Arts, and 
Social Studies in both English and Spanish. 

Sheila Connors, who teaches History, also coaches the 
soccer, basketball, and softball teams, and directs the 
school spirit squad. She has also taught Social Studies in 
Charlotte, North Carolina and Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
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Stephen Costello Stephen Costello, who teaches Math, spent 10 years 
Math Teacher working as a research analyst in molecular biology with 

Massachusetts General Hospital, the Massachusetts 
B.A. Georgetown University	 Department of Public Health, and University of 

M.A., University of Massachusetts-Boston	 Massachusetts Medical School. 
(current) 

Emily Cox 
French Chair 

) 
yearbook advisor. 

Nadia Cyprien 

Previously, Ms. and 

Clubs. 

Laura Drew 

Michael Eder 

Besides 

Kim Everett 
She 

an ESL at 

B.A., Dickinson College 
Accelerated Certificate of Teaching (ACT

College of Notre Dame of Maryland 

Emily Cox is a Founding French Teacher and came to 
SBHA after teaching several different levels of French 
for three years in Baltimore, Maryland. In addition to 
her position as French Chair at SBHA, Ms. Cox serves as 
coach of the girls’ basketball team and high school 

English/Special Needs Teacher 

B.A., University of Massachusetts 
M.A., Cambridge College 

Nadia Cyprien, who teaches English and Special Needs, 
has also taught at the Manville School in Boston. 

Cyprien coordinated tutoring 
mentoring after-school programs, including programs at 
the Boston Learning Center in Dorchester.  She also 
helps organize the Spirit Committee, Ski, and Dance 

English Teacher 

B.A., University of Maine-Orono 

Laura Drew joined SBHA after spending the past five 
years teaching English and serving as Assistant Director 
of Page Private School in Beverly Hills.  Ms. Drew 
organized and facilitates the SBHA Gymnastics Club and 
the SBHA Book Club.   

Art Teacher 

B.A., Rhode Island School of Design 
M.A., Massachusetts College of Art 

Michael Eder, one of our Art teachers, has also taught 
middle and high school Art at the Massachusetts College 
of Art, and has led mural projects in Milton.  
teaching drawing, painting, and sculpture, he also runs 
the Art Club.  Previously, Mr. Eder taught Art to high 
school students in New Orleans, Louisiana.  

History Teacher 

B.A., Haverford College  
M.A., College of New Jersey 

Kim Everett has been a History Teacher at SBHA since 
1999 and now also serves as Advisory Coordinator.  
is also coach of the girls’ basketball team. Ms. Everett 
previously taught English and Social Studies at the Tobin 
Community Middle School for five years. She also 
worked as instructor both Roxbury 
Community College and in Namibia, Africa.  
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Peter Ferrara 
English Teacher/Dean of Students 

B.A., University of Massachusetts 
M.A., Eastern Nazarene College 

Tobey Jackson 
Science Chair 

B.A., Brown University  
M.A., Harvard University 

Christine Jones 
Reading Specialist 

B.S., Lesley College 
M.S., Wheelock College 

Eric Juli 
History Teacher 

B.A., Syracuse University 
M.A., Stanford University 

Jessica Kuh 
Math Teacher 

B.A., University of New Mexico 

Laurel Manderfeld 
French/English Teacher 

B.A., St. Cloud State University 
B.A., M.A., University of Minnesota  

Myra McCormick 
Program Director 

B.A., Willamette College 

Peter Ferrara, Dean of Students and Athletic Director, 
coordinates the school’s Saturday School program as 
well. As Dean, he is responsible for handling all 
discipline-related matters, the management of after 
school detention, and homework club program.  As 
Athletic Director, he is responsible for the 
implementation and coordination of athletic programs at 
SBHA. 

Tobey Jackson is a Founding Science Teacher, Science 
Chair, and SBHA’s Middle School Director.  Mr. Jackson 
taught Science for five years at schools in New Jersey 
and Maryland, and worked at the Joint Action for 
Community Service in Boston. Mr. Jackson runs the 
middle school science project program and co-coaches 
the soccer team.  

Christine Jones joined SBHA after spending the past six 
years as a Reading Specialist at Dearborn Academy High 
School in Arlington.  Ms. Jones has also previously 
served as Assistant Director of Education at the 
Charlestown Boys and Girls Club. 

Eric Juli joined SBHA after spending the past two years 
teaching and earning his Master’s degree.  Prior to this, 
Eric spent four years at The Renaissance School in New 
York City, teaching high school History and English, and 
helping administer the school's disciplinary and college 
advising programs. 

Jessica Kuh joined SBHA after spending the past year 
studying Spanish in Spain.  Prior to this, Ms. Kuh taught 
math at Albuquerque Academy for six years. 

Laurel Manderfeld joined SBHA after spending the past 
two years teaching French and ESL at North Jakarta 
International School in Indonesia.  Ms. Manderfeld has 
also taught middle and high school French and ESL in 
Minnesota. 

Myra McCormick directs the school’s family, student 
activities, and community relations programs.  Prior to 
this, Ms. McCormick spent the past two years working as 
Program Coordinator at the Boston Housing Authority 
and Housing Specialist at Action for Boston Community 
Development. 
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Kristen Mohan 
School Nurse 

B.S.N., Boston College 

Jaime Montesano 
Administrative Assistant 

B.S., Suffolk University 

Kate Murray 
Math Co-Chair/Science Teacher 

B.S., University of North Carolina 
M.A., Columbia University 

Erin Nelson 
Art Teacher 

B.A., University of New Hampshire 
M.A., Suffolk University 

Erin O’Connor 
Special Education Coordinator 

B.A., Salem State College 
M.A., Cambridge College 

Maureen O’Grady 
Operations Manager 

B.S., Bridgewater State College 

Kristen Mohan is SBHA’s School Nurse and high school 
Health Education teacher.  Ms. Mohan has also worked 
as a Nurse with a pediatric practice in southeastern 
Massachusetts and spent nearly five years prior to that 
working as a Nurse with the inpatient acute psychiatric 
unit at Beth Israel Deaconess. 

Jaime Montesano joined SBHA after earning her degree 
in Theater and Biology.  She spent the last five years 
working as a veterinary technician, a dance teacher, and a 
main receptionist in a Boston Law Office.  In addition to 
working at SBHA, Ms. Montesano currently works 
professionally as an actress, dance teacher, and 
choreographer. 

Kate Murray, who teaches Algebra 2 and Physics, serves 
as Math Co-Chair at SBHA as well.  Ms. Murray has also 
taught math and science at Landmark High School in 
New York City, directed an afterschool program in 
North Carolina, and led science workshops at a science 
museum camp.  She started and co-advises SBHA’s 
Student Government. 

Erin Nelson joined SBHA after spending the past year 
studying at Fashion Institute of Technology in New York 
City. Ms. Nelson has also taught English and ESL at the 
college level in Boston and Japan. 

Erin O’Connor joined SBHA after spending the past two 
years teaching in Revere and Hull Public Schools.  Prior 
to this, Ms. O’Connor earned her Master’s degree while 
working at the SEEM Collaborative in Wakefield. 

Maureen O’Grady is SBHA’s Operations Manager, 
helping manage the school’s finances and providing 
continuous support to the administrative and teaching 
staff. Before coming to SBHA, Ms. O’Grady was the 
Student Account Manager at Katherine Gibbs Business 
School in Boston. 
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Founder/Executive Director 

M.A., Harvard University 

i

Mr. 
l 

Brett Peiser 

B.A., Brown University  

Brett Peiser is a Founder and Principal of the South 
Boston Harbor Academy Charter School.  Mr. Peiser 
spent several years teaching H story in Brooklyn, New 
York, where he also founded an afterschool basketball 
program.  Peiser co-authored Competition in 
Education, a study of the impact of interdistrict schoo
choice in Massachusetts. 

Dara Ratchford 
Math Co-Chair 

B.A., Wheaton College 
M.A., Simmons College 

Allison Roach 
Science Teacher 

B.S., Syracuse University 
M.A., Columbia University 

Colleen Sheehy 
English Teacher 

B.A., M.A., Boston College 

Kathleen Sullivan 
English Teacher 

B.A., Williams College 
M.A., University of Mississippi 

Mark Taylor 
English Teacher 

B.A., Boston University 
M.A., The American University in Cairo 

Dara Ratchford is Math Co-Chair and a Founding 
Teacher at SBHA.  Prior to coming to SBHA, Ms. 
Ratchford taught the fourth grade at the Warren-Prescott 
Elementary School in Charlestown. 

Allison Roach joined SBHA after spending the past year 
teaching Science at Boston Renaissance Charter School. 
Ms. Roach also taught at the Lab School and the School 
of the Future in New  York City while earning her  
Master’s degree. 

Colleen Sheehy spent the past two years teaching 4th 

grade at St. Brigid’s School while she simultaneously 
earned her Master’s degree in curriculum and instruction. 

Kathleen Sullivan teaches English at SBHA.  In the past, 
Ms. Sullivan has taught 9th grade English in Mississippi 
and tutored and mentored students in a farmworker 
community in Florida.  In addition to teaching and 
advising, Ms. Sullivan oversees the substitute teaching in 
the middle and high schools, coordinates the afterschool 
peer tutoring program, and oversees the library.  

Mark Taylor joined SBHA after spending the past two 
years teaching Humanities in Maryland, two years 
teaching English in Michigan, and two years teaching 
English and ESL in Pakistan and Egypt. 
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Julie Trott 
Science Teacher 

B.A., Willamette University 

Maisie Veeder 
English Chair 

B.A., Bard College 
M.A., Simmons College 

Beverly Vieira 
Special Needs Teacher 

B.S., University of Massachusetts-Boston 

Sue Walsh 
Principal 

B.A., M.A., University of Massachusetts-
Boston 

C.A. Webb
Director of Development and Marketing 

B.A., Wellesley College 

Jim White 
Science Teacher 

B.S., University of Massachusetts 

Julie Trott teaches Science and leads the Journalism 
Club, which produces the school newspaper, The 
Academy Times. She also coordinates the Outdoors 
Club. She most recently worked as a teaching assistant at 
North Star Academy Charter School in New Jersey.  Ms. 
Trott has also tutored and taught ESL in Oregon. 

Maisie Veeder, one of our English teachers, and the 
Chair of the department, also taught English in 
Dartmouth, Massachusetts for three years. Ms. Veeder 
leads Veeder’s Readers and serves as coach of the 
school’s Scrabble club. 

Beverly Vieira is a Student Support Teacher focusing 
primarily on English and Reading.  She is trained in 
Orton-Gillingam and Wilson Reading Programs.  Prior 
to joining the school, Ms. Vieira worked for three years 
in Fall River Public Schools. 

Ms. Walsh became SBHA Principal in August of 2002 
after having joined SBHA in July of 2001 as Curriculum 
Coordinator. Before joining SBHA, Ms. Walsh was 
Curriculum Coordinator, Master Teacher, and English 
Teacher/Counselor at Lowell Middlesex Academy 
Charter School for six years.  She has also been teaching 
composition and literature for the English Department 
at UMass-Boston for 11 years. 

C.A. Webb most recently worked for Fast Company 
Magazine as a Brand Manager in their Event Marketing 
group. Prior to that, she was an Associate at the Office 
of Public Interest Advising at Harvard Law School. 

Jim White, one of our Science teachers since 1999, also 
spent three years teaching middle school math and 
science at Boston Renaissance Charter School.  Mr. 
White has completed graduate courses in Inorganic 
Materials Chemistry at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, as well as a professional development 
course in statistics education. 
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FINANCIAL PROFILE
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School

 FY04 Budget 

 Year-to-Date 
Actual + Projected 

Revs/ Exps  FY04 Budget 
6/30/03  as of 6/6/03 

337 students 
9,046  reflects 5% cut from FY03, could range from 9,046 to 9,200 

REVENUES 

Per Pupil Tuition Payments 2,543,374 3,048,502
 reflects average FY04 enrollment of 337, year will begin at 344 students, 
with expected 2% attrition 

Fundraising - Restricted 75,504 60,500 already pledged for FY04 
Fundraising - Unrestricted 74,133 175,000 Sch and Fdn raised $600,000+ in FY03 
Federal Funds - Restricted - -
State Facilities Grant - Restricted 37,178 45,560  currently in Senate version of draft state budget 
Other Restricted State Grants 228,368 159,876 state and federal entitlement grants 
Student Fees 65,137 60,191 
Interest 8,495 10,000 
Other 11,509 5,000 

sub-total: $3,043,698 $3,564,629 
most optimistic scenario of 9,200/student: $3,616,527, least optimistic with 
no state facilities grant: $3,519,069 

EXPENSES 
Compensation & Benefits 

Salaries
 Administrators/Prog & Dev Dirs  378,659 398,942  salaries generally reflect 2.5% increase 

Teaching Faculty 1,231,456 1,481,942 full-time teachers average $44,000 
Summer program/Saturday School 11,800 15,000 
Support staff 90,094 93,850 
Facility 26,450 30,576 
Bonus 18,000 15,000 
sub-total Salaries: $1,756,459 $2,035,309 
Taxes & Benefits 

 payroll taxes 8.65% for non-academic staff and 2.45% for academic staff, 

Payroll taxes 63,879 74,748 workers comp .67% for academic staff and .18% for non-academic staff 

 health/dental insurance expected to increase 25%, avg health/dental 

Benefits 79,168 132,158 insurance is $240/employee, avg life/disability insurance is $40/employee 

Payroll services 6,185 3,000  reduction comes from change in payroll services 

sub-total Taxes & Benefits: $149,232 $209,906 
Total Comp. & Benefits & Taxes $1,905,691 $2,245,215 

Program Equipment & Technology 
Office/classroom furniture 4,867 5,000 
Office/classroom technology 23,987 20,000 
Interest - -
sub-total: $28,853 $25,000 

Facility 
Rent (school/gym) 350,000 357,000  full year at 7 Elkins Street plus $9,000 for Walsh Gym 

Operating costs 97,848 202,043  operating expenses at 7 Elkins ($102,043) and new site ($100,000) 

Repair/renovation 16,797 25,000 
sub-total: $464,645 $584,043 

Services & Contracts 
Accounting/legal 28,351 25,000 
Insurance 32,131 35,533 
Special needs program 50,075 67,860 
Student transportation 31,754 30,000 
Food service 46,874 60,108 
sub-total: $189,185 $218,501 

Program Development & Support 
Program expenses 34,112 43,182 
Library 407 1,000 
Assessment 3,624 5,000 
Student/staff recruitment 23,585 12,500 
Marketing/development 17,270 10,000 
General administrative 95,084 114,941

 Bank service fees 4,758 4,255
 Equipment rental 17,799 16,104
 Operating supplies 35,756 58,658 
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 Postage/shipping 12,354 11,855
 Professional printing 2,048 2,146
 Telephone 11,507 10,544
 Miscellaneous 10,863 11,380 

Professional development 26,442 15,000 
Travel 1,711 2,000 
Meeting/activities/refreshments 5,544 5,000 
Summer/afterschool prog services 5,651 10,000 
Student activities 90,141 45,267 
Grant expenses 58,045 -
sub-total: $361,617 $263,890 

Total Operating Expenses $2,949,991 $3,336,649 

Depreciation 28,802 28,069

 Contingency (5% of Total Op Exps) - 166,832 

Total Revenues $3,043,698 $3,564,629 
Total Expenses $2,978,793 $3,531,551

 surplus of $84,976 with $9,200/student, deficit of ($12,482) without state 
 Surplus/(Deficit) $64,905 $33,078 facilities grant, variables are fundraising and student enrollment 
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South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 
Statement of Net Assets 

April 30, 2003 

Assets 
Current Assets: 

Cash and cash equivalent 

Short-term investments

Accounts receivable

Pre-paid expenses


Total Current Assets 
Non-Current Assets: 

Restricted cash and cash equivalent

Capital assets

Security deposits

Building and repairs

Furniture and equipment

Textbooks/Instruction/Library

Less accumulated depreciation


Total Non-Current Assets 

Total Assets 

Liabilities and Net Assets 

944,511 
– 

327,858 
20,497 

1,292,867


– 
– 

17,000 
38,307 

188,165 
66,482 

(192,824) 
117,130 

1,409,997 

Current Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 14,101 
Accrued expenses 1,297 
Deferred revenue 78,680 
Payroll liability 19,306 
Notes payable – current portion – 

Total Current Liabilities 113,383 
Non-Current Liabilities: 

Notes payable – 
Long-term liabilities – 

Total Non-Current Liabilities – 
Net Assets: 

Investment in capital assets – 
Restricted – 
Unrestricted 991,488 
Net income from operation 305,126 

Total Net Assets 1,296,614 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 1,409,997 

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School   71    2002-2003 Annual Report 



From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 

• 

FY02 ratio was 9.22 (see chart below). Additionally, ratio of debt to equity was .11. 

• 
a minimum of 3 

• Combined fundraising of the school and its associated foundation will be minimum 
$200,000 per year 

FY04 and FY05. 

• 

As a result, 

funds). 

The ratio of current assets to current liabilities will remain at or above 4 

The number of months SBHA could operate solely from its unrestricted net assets will be 

As of the end of FY02, SBHA could operate from its unrestricted net assets for a period of 5.5 months. 

Combine fundraising this year was over $425,000 with an additional $370,500 pledges to be paid in 

SBHA will not exceed annual per pupil expenditures by more than $1000 per student 

As of April 30, 2003, we were expecting to receive $2,542,374 in per pupil tuition payments 
for 267 students at $9,522 per student.  We were projecting to spend – for general operating 
expenses, not including rent – $2,599,991, for an average of $9,738 per student.  
we were expecting to spend $216 more per student than what we projected to receive in 
baseline per pupil operating funds (not including entitlement grants or any other raised 

FINANCIAL RATIOS


FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 

Current Ratio 4.97 9.43 10.82 9.22 
Compares current assets to current liabilities 

Debt to Equity .25 .08 .08 .11 
Compares total liabilities to total net assets 

Number of Months 3.71 4.14 5.69 5.55 
How many months SBHA could operate solely from its unrestricted net assets 
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DISSEMINATION 

Increasingly, SBHA has become a leader and source of guidance to other schools in the state 
and region. Obviously, the founding of Edward Brooke Charter School is the largest scale 
replication project we have led.  The school had a successful opening this past September to 
88 students in the 5th grade, with plans to expand to 300+ students in grades 5-8.  However, 
we also serve as a mentor and consultant to other school founders.  For example, other 
charter school founders have spent multi-week residencies at SBHA, and at least on a weekly 
basis, a charter school leader contacts the school’s administration for advice on anything 
from payroll to curriculum development. This year, Brian Turner, one of SBHA’s founding 
teachers, was a Building Excellent Schools Fellow with the Massachusetts Charter School 
Resource Center and was selected to serve as Principal of a new charter school, Excel 
Academy, in Chelsea opening in fall 2003. Additionally, Scott McCue, a former teacher at 
Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter School received a charter, and selected SBHA as a site 
for his residency (to observe charter school operations and train to be a school leader). 
Finally, Deborah Kenny, a charter school founder, has spent multiple days over the course 
of this year at SBHA and EBCS meeting with school leaders in anticipation of her school 
opening in fall 2003 in East Harlem. 

Once again this year, SBHA, along with two other charter schools, spearheaded the 3rd 

annual Boston Charter School Showcase of Schools, held in January 2003 at Northeastern 
University. All Boston area charter schools were present with staff, teacher, and student 
representatives. The Showcase provided over 350 families a single forum to learn about all 
of the Boston area charter schools, and charter schools in general. 

In 2002-03, SBHA joined the Project for School Innovation network, working with other 
public charter and district public schools to share and disseminate best practices, including 
SBHA’s afterschool programming and support structures. 

Finally, with SBHA’s selection by Mass Insight Education as a Vanguard School, we look 
forward to spending the next year documenting our achievements in math instruction, as 
well as our comprehensive student support systems. 
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Copy of No Child Left Behind Report Card Sent to SBHA Families 

****** 

April 7, 2003 

Dear SBHA Family: 

On January 8, 2002, President Bush signed the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 into 
law. The law calls for sweeping changes in public education.  Among these is a new 
federal requirement that all states and school districts in receipt of Title I assistance must, 
by 2003, issue annual “report cards” to parents. The purpose of the report card is to give 
parents information about their child’s school in terms of academic achievement and the 
professional qualifications of its teachers.  By making this information available each 
year, parents will learn how their school is doing, what its goals are, and what they can do 
to work more effectively with their teachers and administrators.  

Attached is our school’s first “report card.”  The information contained is divided into 
three parts: 

Part I: Teacher Qualifications

Part II: School Achievement in Mathematics and Reading

Part III: School Performance Rating


Part I provides information about the qualifications of the teachers on our faculty. 
Teachers in charter schools are required to demonstrate subject matter competency in the 
core subjects they teach. Therefore, we indicate to you in the Report Card that 94% of 
our classes are taught by teachers who are highly qualified in core academic areas such as 
mathematics, science, reading, history, English Language Arts, French, and art.  No Child 
Left Behind requires that all teachers be highly qualified by the end of the 2005-2006 
school year, and thus what you will see in the percentage is how close our school is in 
fully complying with this deadline.   

No Child Left Behind requires that test results for reading and mathematics be reported 
annually. The information in Part II summarizes how we did on the last round of MCAS 
examinations.  The data are broken down by grade level, subject area, and the 
performance of different subgroups, or learning populations in the school such as limited 
English proficient students or students with disabilities.  This information is similar to 
what you received about your child’s MCAS scores in November.  Now these data have 
been added together to provide a snapshot of how the students in our school have 
performed as a whole 

Part III provides information about how well our school is doing relative to others in the 
state and to its performance in past years.   Our students outperform their 
counterparts in the state in each subject area and at all grade levels.  The 
“Proficiency Index” (PI) scores for Mathematics and English Language Arts are part of 
Massachusetts’ School Performance Ratings system.  This system has been set up to 
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comply with the accountability provisions of No Child Left Behind which require, among 
other things, that each school make adequate yearly progress (AYP) toward meeting a 
national goal of all students being “proficient” in mathematics and English by the year 
2013-14. The Proficiency scores and AYP ratings in the student achievement data are 
meant to signal whether or not our school is on target to meet this goal or whether it has 
fallen behind and is “in need of improvement.”  Our school is on target, continues to 
make AYP, and is well on its way of meeting its target goal of all students being 
“proficient” by 2013-14. 

This school report card is designed to help you be an informed consumer.  In closing, 
please know that we are prepared to help you further should you have more questions 
about what this report card means and how you can use it to help your child grow 
stronger academically.  Please feel free to call me directly if I can be of additional 
assistance to you. 

Respectfully, 

Susan L. Walsh 
Principal 
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School Report Card 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 

Susan L Walsh, School Principal 
Mailing Address: 7 Elkins Street 
South Boston, MA 02127 
Phone: (617) 269-7557 
Fax: (617) 269-7553 
Website: http://www.sbha.org/ 

So. Boston Harbor Academy Charter School (04490305) 

Report Card:

This report includes information on the school's performance on the Massachusetts

Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) by content area, grade level, and for particular

student populations. Comparison data from the district, the state, and from 2001 are also

provided. In addition, this report includes other information as required by the federal No

Child Left Behind act.


Mission Statement:

The mission of South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School is to prepare each student

for college.
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Enrollment (2002-2003) 

Race/Ethnicity 
School % 
District % 

State % 

White 
83.4 % 
83.4 % 
75.1 % 

African-American 
10.8 % 
10.8 % 
8.8 % 

Hispanic 
3.6 % 
3.6 % 

11.2 % 

Asian 
1.8 % 
1.8 % 
4.6 % 

Native American 
0.4 % 
0.4 % 
0.3 % 

Gender 

Male 
49.5 % 
49.5 % 
51.5 % 

Female 
50.5 % 
50.5 % 
48.6 % 

Selected Population Enrollment 

Limited English Proficiency 
0.0 %
0.0 %
5.3 %

Low-income 
37.2 %
37.2 %
26.2 %

Special Education 
10.5 %
10.5 %
15.2 %

Migrant 
0.0 %
0.0 %
0.2 %

TOTAL COUNT 
277 
277 

982,152 

Grades Offered: 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11 

2000-2001 Dropout Rate, Gr. 9-12: 0.0% 

Percent of core academic classes taught by 
highly qualified teachers: 94% 

Additional Teacher Information: 
SBHA currently has 23 full-time teachers and 
4 part-time teachers. SBHA has an average 
student/teacher ratio in the Middle School of 
22 to 1 and in the High School of 14 to 1. All 
teachers take an active role in the advisory 
program, all teachers maintain regular contact 
with families, and all teachers provide one-
on-one tutoring after school. 
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Grade 06 - Mathematics 

Participation % Students at Each Performance 
Level 

# % A P NI W/F 
STUDENT STATUS
 Regular  42  100  48  36  12  5 
GENDER
 Female  19  100  47  42  5  5
 Male  23  100  48  30  17  4 
RACE/ETHNICITY
 African American/Black  3  100
 Asian or Pacific Islander  1  100
 Hispanic  2  100
 Mixed or Other  1  100
 White  35  100  54  37  6  3 
ALL STUDENTS
 2002  42  100  48  36  12  5
 2001  40  100  13  20  45  23 
DISTRICT
 2002  42  100  48  36  12  5
 2001  40  100  13  20  45  23 
STATE
 2002  78561  99  13  28  29  29 
NOTE: MCAS results for groups with fewer than 10 students are not shown to protect 
student confidentiality 
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Grade 07 - English Language Arts 

Participation % Students at Each Performance 
Level 

# % A P NI W/F 
STUDENT STATUS
 Regular  35  100  9  69  23  0
 Disabled  9  100 
GENDER
 Female  18  100  11  72  17  0
 Male  26  100  4  62  35  0 
RACE/ETHNICITY
 African American/Black  1  100
 Hispanic  1  100
 Mixed or Other  4  100
 White  38  100  8  68  24  0 
ALL STUDENTS
 2002  44  100  7  66  27  0
 2001  42  100  0  67  31  2 
DISTRICT
 2002  44  100  7  66  27  0
 2001  42  100  0  67  31  2 
STATE
 2002  76710  97  9  55  28  8 
NOTE: MCAS results for groups with fewer than 10 students are not shown to protect 
student confidentiality 
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Grade 08 - Mathematics 
% Students at Each Performance 

Level 
# % A P NI W/F 

Regular  33  85  9  39  33  18
 Disabled  1  100 

16  94  6  38  38  19
 Male  18  78  11  39  28  22 

2  100
 Asian or Pacific Islander  1  100

 31  84  6  39  32  23 

2002  34  85  9  38  32  21
 2001  41  100  2  29  51  17 

2002  34  85  9  38  32  21
 2001  41  100  2  29  51  17 
STATE
 2002  74890  98  11  23  33  33 

student confidentiality 

Adequate Yearly Performance of School 

Gr Subj Base 
PI Target 

Cycle II 
PI 

Perf. 
Rating Rating 

AYP 
99 

AYP 
00 

AYP 
01 

AYP 
02 

7/8 ELA - - 92.7 Very High - Y Y Y Y 
7/8 MTH - - 71.3 Moderate - Y Y Y Y 

Participation 

STUDENT STATUS

GENDER
 Female

RACE/ETHNICITY
 African American/Black

 White
ALL STUDENTS

DISTRICT

NOTE: MCAS results for groups with fewer than 10 students are not shown to protect 

Imp. Imp. 
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Grade 10 - English Language Arts 
Participation % Students at Each Performance Level 

# % A P NI W/F 
STUDENT STATUS
 Regular  27  100  19  63  19  0
 Disabled  1  100 
GENDER
 Female  12  100  25  42  33  0
 Male  16  100  13  75  13  0 
RACE/ETHNICITY
 White  28  100  18  61  21  0 
ALL STUDENTS
 2002  28  100  18  61  21  0 
DISTRICT
 2002  28  100  18  61  21  0 
STATE
 2002  65669  96  20  40  27  13 
NOTE: MCAS results for groups with fewer than 10 students are not shown to protect 
student confidentiality 
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Grade 10 - Mathematics 
Participation % Students at Each Performance Level 

# % A P NI W/F 
STUDENT STATUS
 Regular  27  100  15  37  41  7
 Disabled  1  100 
GENDER
 Female  12  100  17  25  50  8
 Male  16  100  13  44  31  13 
RACE/ETHNICITY
 White  28  100  14  36  39  11 
ALL STUDENTS
 2002  28  100  14  36  39  11 
DISTRICT
 2002  28  100  14  36  39  11 
STATE
 2002  66674  97  20  24  31  25 
NOTE: MCAS results for groups with fewer than 10 students are not shown to protect 
student confidentiality 
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Data Definitions 

Enrollment 

Limited English Proficient: are defined as "a student whose first language is a language 
other than English who is unable to perform ordinary classroom work in English." 

Low Income: An indication of whether the student meets ANY ONE of the following 
definitions of low income: 
1. The student is eligible for free or reduced price lunch; or
2. The student receives Transitional Aid to Families benefits; or
3. The student is eligible for food stamps

Migrant: An indication of whether an individual or a parent/guardian accompanying an 
individual maintains primary employment in one or more agricultural or fishing activities on 
a seasonal or other temporary basis and establishes a temporary residence for the purposes 
of such employment. 

Percent of teachers licensed: 
The percentage of teachers with Provisional, Initial, or Professional licensure (all teaching 
staff, including long-term substitutes). This information is not required from charter schools. 

Percentage of core academic classes taught by highly-qualified teachers: 
The percentage of staff, measured in "full-time equivalency", teaching in core academic 
areas, that meet the NCLB definition of highly-qualified. To meet the definition, teachers 
must hold a valid Massachusetts license AND demonstrate subject matter competency in the 
areas they teach. The core academic areas are defined as English, reading or language arts, 
mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics and government, economics, arts, history, and 
geography. 

MCAS Student Status: 

Regular: Students who do not meet the definition for Students with Disabilities or for 
Limited English Proficient. 
Students with Disabilities: Students who have an individualized Education Plan (IEP) or a 
plan of instructional accommodations provided under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973. 
Limited English Proficient: They are defined as "a student whose first language is a 
language other than English who is unable to perform ordinary classroom work in English." 

Race/Ethnicity: 
This data is collected on the MCAS test, and is collected differently than in the enrollment 
statistics. Students have the option on the MCAS of selecting more than one racial/ethnicity 
descriptor, and "other" is an option. 

Eligible for F/RP Lunch: 
Students eligible for free or reduced price lunch. 
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Performance Level Definitions 
(A) Advanced - Students demonstrate a superior understanding of challenging subject

matter, and solve a wide variety of problems.

(P) Proficient - Students demonstrate a solid understanding of challenging subject matter,
and solve a wide variety of problems.

(NI) Needs Improvement - Students demonstrate partial understanding of subject matter,

and solve some simple problems.

(W/F) Warning/Failing - Students demonstrate minimal understanding of subject matter,

and do not solve simple problems.


Adequate Yearly Progress Performance (School) 

Detailed information on the Department of Education's school performance rating process 
can be found on the Department website at http://www.doe.mass.edu/ata/sda.html#sprp. 

Base PI - The cycle II baseline proficiency index. This measure is based on the 1999 and 
2000 MCAS results and is an indicator of how close the school is to having all of its students 
Proficient or Advanced. 
Imp. Target - The school's improvement target is the proficiency index points needed, 
every two years, to close the gap between the baseline and the NCLB goal of all students 
proficient by 2014. 
Cycle II PI - The cycle II proficiency index. This measure is based on the 2001 and 2002 
MCAS results and is an indicator of how close the school is to having all of its students 
Proficient or Advanced. 
Perf. Rating - The performance rating is based on the cycle II PI. The six ratings are Very 
High, High, Moderate, Low, Very Low, and Critically Low. 
Imp. Rating - The improvement rating is based on the actual change in the proficiency 
index, from the baseline to the end of the cycle, compared to the improvement target. The 
five ratings are Above Target, On Target, Improved Below Target, No Change, and 
Declined. 
AYP - A determination of whether the school has made "adequate yearly progress". 

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School   84    2002-2003 Annual Report 



South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School would like to thank the parents, students, 
faculty, and staff, for their help in providing all of the information in this Annual Report. 
Copies of the Annual Report are available at: 

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 
7 Elkins Street 
South Boston, MA 02127 
Tel. 617-269-7557 
Fax 617-269-7553 
http://www.sbha.org 

Brett Peiser, Founder and Executive Director 
Susan Fortin, Founder and Chairperson, Board of Trustees 
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	August 1, 2003
	Toward the end of the school year, SBHA received an honor that we would like to gratefully acknowledge.  We were selected by Mass Insight Education to receive a Vanguard award, along with seven other schools and districts across the state.  The award rec
	As we reflect on five years of operations and our charter renewal, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our creative, dedicated, and hardworking staff; our students and their families for their enthusiastic participation in this program; fellow
	Susan Fortin, Co-Founder and Chairperson, Board of Trustees
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