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The mission of South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School: 

To prepare each student for college


At South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School, we offer an academically rigorous college 
preparatory curriculum to ensure that our students are prepared for college and that each student 
earns an acceptance from a college or university.  Most of our graduates will be the first in their 
families to earn college degrees. Beyond our academic program, we have developed a school culture 
and programming to address the needs of our first-generation, college bound students beyond the 
classroom. 

Daily life at SBHA is infused with our mission.  We begin educating middle school students about 
the importance and advantage of a college education in the 5th grade and then continue our college 
readiness activities through the middle and high school years. 

•	 Our Advisories are named for the alma maters of the advisors.  
•	 Teachers talk about their college experiences and decorate classrooms with banners, mottos, 

and other materials from their alma maters. 
•	 SBHA’s college advisor meets periodically with students in grades 5 and 6 to introduce them 

to the goal of college. 
•	 All high school classes go on college visits every year. 
•	 We hold a “College Kick-Off” for 11th graders and their families to introduce them to the 

college application process through presentations from college representatives. 
•	 An “I Got In!” board displays all college acceptance letters as a way to celebrate our seniors’ 

accomplishments and to inspire all SBHA students. 

It is symbolic that when asked at morning assembly where they are going, students respond, “To 
college!” For students who come to SBHA in the 5th grade, the question, “Should (or can) I go to 
college?” quickly becomes, “Where will I go to college?” At SBHA, every staff member integrates 
the goal of going to college into their plans and expectations for every student. 

100% of SBHA’s inaugural senior class was accepted into college.  The 18 
members of the graduating class of 2004 received a total of 68 acceptances and 
$513,000 in merit scholarships. 
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 

Board of Trustees 

August 1, 2004 

Dear Friends of South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School: 

As Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 
(SBHA), I am pleased to present our 2003-04 Annual Report highlighting our sixth year.  

The 2003-04 school year brought the continued excitement of Reimagining What a School Can Be.  
Importantly, with the addition of our first senior class last fall, we achieved our goal of providing a 
full middle and high school program. With the graduation of our first senior class on June 21, 2004, 
we saw our mission to prepare each student for college come to fruition. This year, our school 
grew to a student population of 340 and a staff of 46.  Our exceptional team has guided the school 
through a very successful year in which we secured a permanent home for the school, as well as a 
challenging year, in which we operated our program in two separate facilities. 

Our college advising program, led by our college advisor and involving school leaders and many 
teachers, posted outstanding results. 100% of our seniors were accepted into college and 
received a total of 68 acceptances and $513,000 in merit scholarships. We will send our graduates to 
an impressive array of colleges that includes American University, Bowdoin College, Temple 
University, the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, and the University of Vermont. 

We are thrilled to have secured a permanent home for the school.  The facility is located in Everett 
Square in Dorchester – now our number one feeder neighborhood. Square footage totals nearly 
50,000 square feet in two separate buildings. As of August 2004, once renovations are completed, 
we will have a fantastic school facility to match our thriving academic program. 

The Board of Trustees engaged in a year-long strategic planning process to produce a guiding vision 
for the school’s next three to five years. In the plan, we highlight three guiding principles: 

1.	 We view ourselves as a full middle and high school, offering a strong 5th through 12th grade 
program. We will focus on expanding programs and services that reflect our college 
preparatory mission, in particular at the high school as it continues to mature.  

2.	 We are committed to being a small school, with a maximum enrollment of 425 students, in 
which there is a strong sense of community and in which teachers and school leaders know 
students well. 

3.	 With the intent that our innovations and success be replicable, we will strive to operate our 
core program within the funds provided by tuition revenue, federal and state entitlements, 
and other state funds available to all public schools in our district. Fundraising efforts will 
continue with a primary focus on securing capital funding and support for replication and 
dissemination. 

The plan includes a number of strategies to ensure that we continue to offer an exceptional 
program, that the school has a secure future, and that we successfully share our work with others. 
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The Board also continued its development project to enhance Board policies and practices, 
including implementing a first-time Board self-evaluation, and we welcomed three new members:  
Tracey Merrill, Carroll Perry, and Stephen Muller. 

7

In terms of our academic program, I am pleased to share that SBHA continued to post some of the 
top MCAS scores in Boston. 100% of our 10th graders passed the 2003 English and Math MCAS 
exams. SBHA was one of only three Boston public schools, and the only non-entrance exam 
school, to post 100% passing rates on both exams. For the second consecutive year, 100% of our 

th graders passed the English exam. 

Our waiting list continues to expand as more families learn about SBHA’s academic program and 
results.  For the 66 spots available in the 2004-05 5th grade class—18 had already been reserved for 
siblings of current students—SBHA attracted 400 applications.  Having received 2,009 applications 
in seven lotteries, SBHA’s waiting list now totals 772. 

It is an exciting time at SBHA.  I want to thank our committed staff, our students and families, my 
fellow Trustees, and the many volunteers and donors who support SBHA. At this challenging time 
for the charter school movement in the Commonwealth, I have never been more confident of the 
efficacy of our model and our ability to prepare each student for college and to meet the increasing 
parental demand for high quality public school options. 

Together, we are building a highly accountable, highly successful urban public school that can serve 
as a model for others. We are providing an academically rigorous college preparatory curriculum 
and a host of academic supports to ensure that each student is ready to succeed in college. 

Susan Fortin, Co-Founder and Chairperson, Board of Trustees 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School received its charter in February 1998, and opened to 
120 students in grades 5, 6, and 7 only six months later. Since then, the school has expanded to now 
serve 340 students in grades 5 through 12 as a full middle and high school. We graduated our first 
senior class on June 21, 2004. 

SBHA has three pillars: 
•	 We believe that creativity flourishes within a structured academic environment. 
•	 We have high academic and behavioral expectations combined with a significant amount of 

extra support provided during and after school and on Saturdays. 
•	 We believe that exceptional teachers are at the core of the school’s success. 

Highlights of our sixth year include: 

College Acceptances: 
In keeping with our mission to prepare each student for college, we are thrilled that 100% of our 
seniors were accepted into college.  The 18 seniors received a total of 68 acceptances and $513,000 in 
merit scholarships. Most graduates will be the first in their families to earn college degrees. 

High Test Scores: 
•	 Of particular note, 100% of our 10th graders passed both the 2003 English and Math MCAS 

exams. SBHA was the only non-entrance exam public school in Boston to post a 100% 
passing rate on both exams. 

•	 100% of 7th graders passed the English MCAS for the second year in a row, with 84% 
scoring Advanced or Proficient, ranking the school first among all Boston public schools. 

•	 In addition to the state assessment exam, SBHA students also take the nationally 
administered Stanford 9 Achievement Test. Students have averaged a 23 percentile point 
increase on the math section of the Stanford 9 from their initial enrollment to the most 
recent administration. 

Permanent Home: 
•	 SBHA purchased a permanent facility located in Everett Square in Dorchester – now our 

number one feeder neighborhood.  Square footage totals nearly 50,000 square feet in two 
separate facilities, which will house SBHA’s middle and high schools. As of August 2004, 
once renovations are completed, the facility will provide an exceptional school facility to 
match our thriving academic program. 

Committed Faculty: 
•	 With a current staff of 46, SBHA has lost only seven full-time teachers, whom it hoped to 

retain, in over five years of existence. 

Hundreds of Applications and Lengthy Waiting List: 
•	 For the 66 spots available in the 2004-05 5th grade class—18 had already been reserved for 

siblings of current students—SBHA attracted 400 applications.  
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•	 Having received 2,009 applications for seven lotteries, the SBHA waiting list now numbers 
772. 

Strong Parent Satisfaction: 
•	 98% of families are very satisfied or satisfied with SBHA’s educational program. 
•	 96% of families are very satisfied or satisfied with SBHA’s emphasis on college. 
•	 95% of families are very satisfied or satisfied with the quality of SBHA’s teachers. 
•	 The number one reason that parents choose to send their children to SBHA is the higher 

academic standards. 

Steady Leadership: 
•	 Brett Peiser, a Co-Founder of the school, was Principal of the school for its first four years 

and has been Executive Director now for two years. 
•	 The other Co-Founder, Susan Fortin, is Chair of the Board of Trustees. 
•	 Former Curriculum Coordinator, Sue Walsh, completed her second year as Principal. 
•	 Two founding teachers, Tobey Jackson and Eileen Callahan, direct the Middle and High 

Schools. 
•	 Two other founding teachers, Dara Ratchford and Emily Cox, serve as Chairs of the Math 

and French Departments, respectively. 

Strategic Planning: 
•	 A strategic planning committee composed of trustees, school leaders, and teachers 

completed a six-month process to produce a guiding vision for the school’s next three to 
five years. The Board formally adopted the strategic plan in June 2004. 

Governance: 
•	 SBHA continued to work with consultants from the Executive Service Corps to strengthen 

governance and Board effectiveness. During this year, we recruited three new Board 
members and plan to continue building the Board by adding new members next year. 

College Advising: 
•	 Our College Advisor plays an essential role in infusing our mission in to every aspect of 

school life, meeting with students beginning in the 5th grade and planning a variety of events 
with 11th graders and their families to prepare them for the college application process. 

Student Travel: 
•	 An important part of the SBHA student experience is to travel beyond Boston and to see 

firsthand another part of the country or even another culture. Students in almost every 
grade went on a major trip—an experience that has expanded their sense of the world and 
the possibilities that they have ahead of them after graduation.  Our 12th graders took an 
educational language trip to Paris as a capstone to both their study of French and their 
SBHA experience. A group of 5th and 6th graders went on a science expedition to Olympic 
National Park in Washington; the 6th grade took a science trip sponsored by the Appalachian 
Mountain Club in New Hampshire; the 8th grade went to Quebec; the 10th grade visited 
Washington, D.C.; and the 11th grade took a college trip to New York City. 
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SCHOOL PROFILE 

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY 

If there is one current that runs through each part of our curriculum, it is that students must master 
a core set of basic, academic skills, before they can move on to master higher-level, abstract material.  
Students cannot master algebra without knowing their times tables.  Students cannot discuss 
historical events without knowing the basic historical facts surrounding those events. Students 
cannot study science without knowing the basic safety and operational procedures surrounding 
scientific experiments. Before anything else, we at South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 
ensure that all students can move toward the same high academic standard. 

Given the Massachusetts Curriculum Assessment System (MCAS) exams, and given that we are a 
public school, we pay particularly close attention to the topics, sequence, and examples covered in 
the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. This ensures that SBHA students are held to the same 
learning standards and curriculum guidelines as other students in the Commonwealth.  At the same 
time, we trust teachers to adapt the subject topics and performance standards in the state’s 
framework according to their own professional expertise. With this as the basis, students in grades 5 
and above study: 

• 7-12 hours per week of English 
• 5-7 hours per week of Science 
• 5 hours per week of Math 
• 5 hours per week of History 
• 5 hours per week of French (grades 7 and above) 
• 1-2 hours per week of Health and Physical Education 
• 1 hour per week of Art and Computer 

To maintain close collaboration among classes, teachers enter into the school’s internal computer 
network, and keep track in comprehensive curriculum binders, daily and unit lesson plans from each 
of their classes. By the end of the year, the school not only has a record of what happened in each 
class, but teachers have a convenient and effective resource around which to plan future classes. 
Teachers can simply search on the staff shared drive – or browse through the readily accessible 
binders – for a list of topics covered in each class, an agenda of class events, and particular 
assessments of student learning. For the future of the school and future teachers who join our 
school, this serves as an excellent foundation for the development of the school’s curriculum. 
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Below is an example of such a unit lesson plan in our middle school: 

Grade 6 – Unit 6 – Patterns & Algebra   Dates 1/28/03 – 2/24/03 

Focus Skills MA Standards 
The central analytical tool 6.P.1 Analyze and determine the rules for 
of this unit is the two

• Continuing and finding missing entries in 
extending symbolic, arithmetic, and geometric 

variable table. By creating 
sequences involving numbers, letters, and 

patterns and progressions, e.g., ABBCCC; 1, 5, 
and analyzing these tables, 

shapes 
9, 13 …; 3, 9, 27, …. 

we will be able to address • Making tables in order to determine the 
most of the framework 6.P.2 Replace variables with given values and 
standards. 

relationships among variables 
evaluate/simplify, e.g., 2(m) + 3 when m = 4. 

• Making graphs in order to determine 
The 1st week will be 6.P.3 Use the properties of equality to solve 
devoted to identifying 

relationships among variables 
problems, e.g., if � + 7 = 13, then � = 13 – 

patterns in number 7, therefore � = 6; if 3 x � = 15, then 1/3 x 3 x• Expressing patterns and relationships
sequences, making tables to � = 1/3 x 15, therefore � = 5.using variables
help identify patterns, and 
graphing the data from 6.P.4 Represent real situations and • Evaluating algebraic expressions by
those tables on the mathematical relationships with concrete substituting known values
coordinate plane to see models, tables, graphs, and rules in words and 
graphical patterns and with symbols, e.g., input-output tables. • Solving simple one-step equations 
make predictions. 

6.P.5 Solve linear equations using concrete• Solving problems involving balances by
In the 2nd week, we models, tables, graphs, and paper-pencil using the property of equality
express the patterns we methods. 
have found algebraically. 

• Solving two step equations using the We will also spend time 6.P.6 Produce and interpret graphs thatproperty of equality
creating general algebraic represent the relationship between two variables 
expressions to describe in everyday situations. 
other known relationships. 

6.P.7 Identify and describe relationships 
The 3rd week is devoted to between two variables with a constant rate of 
analyzing equations change. Contrast these with relationships where 
containing variables. We the rate of change is not constant. 
will first use common sense 
methods and then move on 
to manipulating balances 
and solving equations with 
the property of equality 
(whatever is done to one 
side must also be done to 
the other). 

Assessments include daily 
HW, notebook checks, and 
weekly tests. 
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Below is an example of such a unit lesson plan in our high school: 
11th Grade Unit 4: The Sun Also Rises 12/01/03 - 12/23/03 

Focus Skills MA Standards 

Through the study of 
the novel The Sun 
Also Rises, by Ernest 
Hemingway, students 
will continue to 
apprehend the 
multitude of voices 

Reading 
Close reading skills come into play as daily 
HW requires students to read beyond the 
elements of plot and think in terms of the 
author’s purpose. Focus is on understanding 
Hemingway’s theory of the “iceberg” style of 
pro se and determining how it relates to the 
theme of damaged, wrecked selves. 

Guiding Principles 
1: An effective English language arts curriculum develops thinking and language together 
through interactive learning. 
2: An effective English language arts curriculum develops children's oral language and 
early literacy thro ugh appropriately challenging learning. 
3: An effective English language arts curriculum draws on literature from many genres, 
time periods, and cultures, featuring works that reflect our common literary heritage. 
4: An effective English language arts curr iculum emphasizes writing as an essential way 
to develop, clarify, and communicate ideas in persuasive, expository, literary, and 

and literary styles that Thinking expressive discourse. 
constitute the Students are given lists of key themes early in 7: An effective English language arts curriculum teaches the strategies for acquiring 
American literary 
canon. An overview 
of the biographical 
impact of the life and 
times of the author, as 
well as an 

the unit, helping them to focus on the specific 
issues raised by the novel and becoming the 
foundation for deeper character analysis. 
Daily class discussion will cover plot, 
symbolism, narrative conventions, character 
analysis and the autobiographical foundations 
of the novel. How does the use of Jake Barnes 

academic knowledge , achieving common academic standards, and attaining independence 
in learning. 
8: An effective English language arts curriculum builds on the language, experiences, and 
interests that students bring to school. 
9: An effective English language arts curriculum develops each student's distinctive 
writing or speaking voice. 

understanding of his 
unique literary style 
which he theorized as 
resembling an 
“iceberg” in its 
minimalism, provide 
the foundation for 
exploring the novel. 

as biased narrator create different layers of 
understanding of the characters?  What literary 
qualities make this work “modern”? How 
does the group of expatriates represent the 
modern, postwar condition? How much do the 
author’s biography and psychology shape the 
narrative? 

Vocabulary 

Language Strand 
Standard 1: Discussion : Students will use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal 
discussions in small and large groups. 
Standard 2: Questioning, Listening, and Contributing: Students will pose questions, listen 
to the ideas of others, and contribute their own information or ideas in group discussions 
or interviews in order to acquire new knowledge. 
Standard 4: Vocabulary and Concept Development: Students will understand an d acquire 
new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing. 
Standard 6: Formal and Informal English : Students will describe, analyze, and use 

Vocabulary is not too extensive for this unit, appropriately formal and informal English. 
The central themes but the students are tested on both word Reading and Literature Strand 

covered in the novel 
include gender and 
power, alienation, 
passivity, the 
expatriate condition, 
and the postwar 
Western condition; 
Hemingway’s 
narrative voice; and 
the development of 
the self in an 
American context. 

The novel is the 

definitions and identifying words in context. 

Writing 
Daily HW always requires the choice of a key 
passage from the assigned reading that the 
student thinks is significant and a paragraph 
explaining t he response in the form of a 
dialectical journal. This practice of searching 
out a piece of evidence and writing an 
explanation of the choice provides practice and 
material for the eventual analytical essay. It 
also is a clear example of an assignment in 
which there is no “wrong” answer, and simply 
requires thoughtful choices and clear 
explanations and justifications. 

Standard 8: Understanding a Text 
Students will identify the basic facts and main ideas in a text and use them as the basis for 
interpretation. 
Standard 9: Making Connections 
Students will deepen their understanding of a literary or non -literary work by relating it to 
its contemporary c ontext or historical background. 
Standard 10: Genre 
Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the characteristics of different 
genres. 
Standard 11: Theme 
Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in a literary work and 
pro vide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 
Standard 12. Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structure and 
elements of fiction and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 
Standard 13: Nonfiction. 
Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structure, elements, and 

second in a series of 
texts that will deal 
with the theme of 
“Recovering From 
Wreckage.” 

Quizzes provide a close check to test the 
student’s reading of the night’s assignment. 
Questions most often are simple identification 
of quotations with who spoke them, or 
straightforward narrative facts. 

meaning of nonfiction or informational material and provide evidence from the text to 
support their understanding. 
Standard 15: Style and Language 
Students will identify and analyze how an author’s words appeal to the senses, create 
imagery, suggest mood, and set tone, and provide evidence from the text to support their 
understanding. 

The unit culminates 
with an essay test 
focused on character 
analysis. 

The unit culminates with an essay test focused 
on character analysis. Students are given 
topics beforehand and produce a focused thesis 
and extensive support for their argument in the 
body paragraphs. 

Composition Strand 
Standard 19: Writing 
Students will write with a clear focus, coherent organization, and sufficient detail. 
Standard 20: Consideration of Audience and Purposes 
Students will write for different audiences and purposes. 
Standard 21: Revising 
Students will demonstrate improvement in organization, content, paragraph development, 
level of detail, style, tone, and word choice (diction) in their compositions after revising 
them. 
Standard 22: Standard English Conventions 
Students will use knowledge of standard English conventions in their writing, revising, 
and editing. 
Standard 23: Organizing Ideas in Writing 
Students will organize ideas in writing in a way that makes sense for their purposes. 
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On the following pages, we offer an overview of our school’s curriculum, the topics and sequence 
covered in our classes, and the performance standards we expect students to master. 

SCIENCE 

Curriculum Overview 

The goal of SBHA’s science curriculum is to 
develop scientific literacy and the skills 
necessary to design and carry out science 
investigations. At the middle school and high 
school level, this curriculum provides a 
rigorous background in the major scientific 
disciplines: earth and space sciences, physical 
science, and life science. 

In grade 5, the main focus of the curriculum is 
to equip students with basic science skills and 
terminology. These skills are learned in the 
context of major thematic units. 

In grade 6, the science curriculum reinforces 
basic science skills by using a survey of major 
scientific disciplines. The purpose of this 
course is to provide students a framework for 
future science courses. 

In grade 7, students study earth and space 
science, and environmental science. There is a 
particular focus on the use of diagrams to 
learn, communicate, and demonstrate 
understanding of information. 

In grade 8, the science curriculum covers 
fundamental concepts in the life sciences. 
Students come to understand the relationships 
among cells, organisms, and the nonliving 
environment. 

In grade 9, students are introduced to basic 
physics concepts. Students investigate, make 
calculations, problem solve, observe, measure, 
make predictions, and explain phenomena in 
the physical world. 

In grade 10, students take a basic chemistry 
course. Students learn atomic structure, 
chemical bonding, solution chemistry, and 

behavior of gases. Weekly lab activities 
reinforce curricular topics. 

In grade 11, students take a course in biology 
with a lab component. Students reach an 
understanding of basic concepts in cell 
biology, genetics, human systems, evolution, 
and ecology. In this course, there is a focus 
on applying biological concepts in the context 
of contemporary current events. 

In grade 12, students take two semester-long 
science courses: Psychology and Case Studies in 
Environmental Science. This course work draws 
upon knowledge and skills ma stered in 
Physics, Chemistry, and Biology. 

Curricular Topics 

GRADE 5 
Introduction to Science 
Biology 
Chemistry and Physics 
Rocks and Minerals 
Ecology 
Water and Pollution 

GRADE 6 
Introduction to Science 
Forces and Motion 
Solar System 
Tides, Eclipses, and Phases 
Energy Basics 
Atoms and Molecules 
Electricity and Magnetism 

GRADE 7 
Environmental Science 
Astronomy 
Plate Tectonics 
Rocks and Minerals 
Weathering and Erosion 
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Meteorology 

GRADE 8 
Introduction to Science 
Cells and Heredity 
Change over Time: Evolution 
Animals 
Human Biology 

GRADE 9 
Probabilities 
Newton’s Laws of Motion and 
Universal Gravitation 
Waves, Light, Sound, and Energy 
Magnetism and Electricity 

GRADE 10 
History of Chemistry 
Atomic Theory 
Periodic Table 
Ionic and Covalent Compounds 
Chemical Reactions 
Gas Laws 

GRADE 11 
Structure and Function of Cells 
Genetics 
Human Anatomy and Physiology 
Evolution and Biodiversity 
Ecology 

GRADE 12 

PSYCHOLOGY 

Introduction, History and Research Methods 
Biological Basis of Behavior 
Memory, Thinking, Language and Intelligence 
States of Consciousness 

Psychological Disorders and Treatment 

CASE STUDIES IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE 

Human Population Growth 
Global Warming 
Genetically Modified Organisms 
Habitat encroachment and Extinction 
Deforestation 
Antibiotic Resistance 
Over Fishing 
Field Study 

Performance Objectives 

By the end of each grade, students will have 
further developed their ability to: 

•	 Design and carry out a controlled 
experiment 

•	 Identify variables, constants, and controls 
in an experiment 

•	 Use measurement equipment and 
scientific equipment 

•	 Understand and use the metric system of 
measurement 

•	 Collect, organize, and analyze data 
•	 Draw conclusions based on evidence 
•	 Communicate information effectively in 

oral, written, and diagram form 
•	 Work cooperatively in a laboratory setting 
•	 Use available information and 

understanding to develop questions and 
problem solve independently 
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SCIENCE PROJECTS


Curriculum Overview 
Students in grades 6 and 7 are required to 
complete a Science Project on a topic of their 
own choosing.  The projects are experimental 
in nature; therefore, students design and run 
experiments independently. Students in grade 
6 complete project work as part of their 
regular Science classes. Students in grades 7 
and 8 meet for hour-long classes twice each 
week, in addition to their regular Science 

Curricular Topics 
Researching Your Topic 
Designing and Conducting an Experiment 
Data Organization and Presentation 
Displays and Written Reports 

Judge’s Evaluation Form SBHA Science Projects 
Student Name(s) ___________________________________________ 

Please circle: 
• 3 points for very strong 
• 2 points for moderately strong 
• 1 point for needs improvement 

Scientific Approach Point Value 

Purpose and hypothesis are clearly stated  3 2 1 
Clear procedure for experiment 3 2 1 
Data and observations are clear and well organized  3 2 1 

3 2 1 
Can provide an explanation for experiment findings  3 2 1 

Knowledge of Project Topic 

Knowledge of subject matter related to topic  3 2 1 

Presentation 

3 2 1 
Explanations and answers to questions  3 2 1 

Comments 

Judge  ________________________________ 

The conclusions are supported by the data collected

Display  is attractive and legible 

classes, to learn the skills associated with 
completing a science project. While learning 
the fundamentals of experiment design, 
students work on writing their own plans for 
experiments. In class, students present their 
ideas for experiments, while the rest of the 
class completes design critiques. Students 
present the body of their work at end-of-
semester SBHA Science Fairs, where their 
work is evaluated by outside judges. 
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MATH


Curriculum Overview 

The goal of the SBHA math department is to 
help our students develop a solid foundation 
in fundamental mathematics, geometry, and 
algebra while at the same time meeting the 
comprehensive goals set out in the 
Massachusetts mathematics curriculum 
frameworks. 

In grades 5 and 6, the focus of our curriculum 
is on developing number sense with a heavy 
emphasis placed on the nature and 
manipulation of proportional numbers. 

In grades 7 and 8, students develop a 
foundation in fundamental mathematics with 
more emphasis placed in these years on the 
basic tenets of geometry, ratios, and statistics. 
We also expose our 8th graders to the basic 
fundamentals of algebra as covered in the first 
half of any high school algebra class. 

In 9th grade, students complete their study of 
basic algebra and, in the second half of the 
year, move on to the study of the tenets of 
advanced algebra. The 10th grade curriculum 
combines a rigorous geometry block with an 
eye toward continuing to build upon the 
strong foundation in algebra. In addition, 
students spend time practicing MCAS-style 
questions and preparing for the end-of-year 
exam. 

In the 11th grade students continue the study 
of Algebra II and are introduced to the 
fundamentals of Trigonometry. Preparation 
for the SAT test is conducted throughout the 
year and emphasized in the weeks before the 
test is given. 

In the 12th grade students begin the study of 
Pre-Calculus.  Some students also study the 
fundamentals of Calculus. 

Curricular Topics 
GRADE 5 
Place value 
Whole numbers and basic operations 

The nature of fractions 
Addition, subtraction, and multiplication of 
fractions 
Decimals and place value 
Addition, subtraction, and multiplication of 
decimals 

GRADE 6 
Division of whole and proportional numbers 
Percents 
Properties of lines, angles, and shapes 
Area and perimeter 
Volume and surface area 
Properties of circles including area and 
circumference 
Introduction to probability and statistics 

GRADE 7 
Ratio, proportion, and scale 
Advanced 2-D and 3-D geometry 
Integers 
Algebraic expressions, equations, and 
relationships 

GRADE 8 
Expressions, equations, and functions 
Rational and irrational numbers 
Linear equations 
Graphing relations and functions 
Inequalities 

GRADE 9 
Equations and inequalities 
Solving and graphing linear functions 
Best fit lines 
Systems of equations 
Quadratic functions 
Polynomial functions 

GRADE 10 
Constructions 
Coordinate geometry 
Triangles and word problems 
Circles 
Measurement and solids 
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Triangles and trigonometry 
Properties of lines, angles, and shapes 
Properties of polygons 
Probability and statistics 
Data analysis, charts, and graphs 

GRADE 11 
Quadratic and linear functions 
Expressions involving powers 
Exponential, logarithmic, and rational 
functions 
Equations of conic sections 
Terms of sequences 
Sums of series 
Application of probabilities and statistics 

GRADE 12 
Operations with matrices 
Cost revenue functions 
Exponential functions 
Trigonometric functions 
Inverse trigonometric functions 
Trigonometric equations 
Graphing trigonometric functions 
Parametric equations 

Performance Standards 

By the end of the 5th grade students are 
expected to be able to: 

•	 Express whole numbers, fractions, and 
decimals in a variety of formats 

•	 Add, subtract, multiply, and divide whole 
numbers 

•	 Add, subtract, and multiply fractions and 
decimals 

•	 Solve applied problems using all of the 
above skills and concepts 

By the end of the 6th grade, students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 

•	 Divide whole numbers, fractions and 
decimals 

•	 Convert fractions, decimals, and percents 
back and forth 

•	 Find a percentage of another number 

•	 Solve applied problems using all of the 
above skills and concepts 

•	 Classify and identify basic properties of 
simple shapes 

•	 Find the area, perimeter, volume, and 
surface area of simple shapes 

By the end of the 7th grade, students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 

•	 Set up and solve a proportional equality 
•	 Find the probability of a simple event 
•	 Find the mean, median, and mode of a set 

of numbers 
•	 Read and interpret a variety of graphs 
•	 Add, subtract, multiply, and divide 

integers 
•	 Represent expressions algebraically 
•	 Solve basic equations 
•	 Solve applied problems using all of the 

above concepts and skills 

By the end of the 8th grade students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 

•	 Represent variables and expressions 
•	 Simplify variables and expressions 
•	 Solve linear equations involving one 

variable 
•	 Use the above concepts to solve applied 

problems in which they are required to 
determine the variables, represent those 
variables, and solve for them. 

By the end of the 9th grade students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 

•	 Solve multiple equations involving more 
than one variable 

•	 Graph linear equations, quadratic 
equations, and polynomials 

•	 Use the quadratic function to solve 
quadratic equations 
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•	 Factor and simplify polynomial 
expressions and equations 

By the end of the 10th grade students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 
•	 Create and analyze geometric shapes using 

a compass, straightedge, and protractor 
•	 Identify geometric properties and derive 

formulas utilizing the coordinate plane 
•	 Fully describe the properties of all types 

of triangles and find their particular 
identifiers embedded within word 
problems 

•	 Identify and manipulate the properties of 
angles and lines associated with circles 

By the end of the 11th grade students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus 
•	 Evaluate and simplify expressions 

involving rational exponents. 
•	 Graph and solve linear, quadratic, 

exponential, and logarithmic functions. 
•	 Graph and write the equations of Conic 

Sections 
•	 Find the probability of events using 

combination and permutations 
•	 Find the arithmetic and geometric sums of 

series and sequences 
•	 Use Pascal’s Triangle and the Binomial 

Theorem to expand binomials 

•	 Relate the dimensions of geometric solids 
to the appropriate formulas and 
demonstrate a facility with the 
manipulation of dimensions and the 
resulting volumes and surface areas 

•	 Articulate the specific properties and 
trigonometric formulas associated with 
right triangles 

•	 Relate the rudiments of probability and 
statistics to appropriate graphical 
representations 

•	 Use rules of logic to create and analyze 
elegant proofs and theorem 

By the end of the 12th grade students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus 
•	 Solve triple order equations 
•	 Use matrices to organize data and solve 

equations. 
•	 Graph and find the zeros of polynomial 

functions 
•	 Find the values of trigonometric functions 

using the Unit Circle 
•	 Graph trigonometric functions 
•	 Find the inner and cross products of 

vectors to determine perpendicular 
vectors 

•	 Solve problems related to the motion of a 
projectile and its trajectory, and range. 

•	 Graph and write the equations of Conic 
Sections 

•	 Evaluate and solve logarithmic function 
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FRENCH


Curriculum Overview 
In French I, students are introduced to a 
variety of vocabulary-based cultural units in 
order to develop basic skills in the four major 
areas of communication: speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing. 

The two areas most emphasized during the 
first year are speaking and listening 
comprehension, which are primarily achieved 
by daily intensive question-answer sessions 
and lectures in the target language. After the 
first half of the year, all students are expected 
to be able to answer simple personal 
questions, identify and describe their 
surroundings, express feelings about various 
topics, and respond to classroom commands.  
During the second half of the year, students 
are encouraged to initiate communication by 
working in groups, preparing oral 
presentations, and playing games in which 
they are required to initiate conversations. 

In French II and III the study of the four 
basic skills of speaking, listening, reading and 
writing is expanded, to ensure that students 
have a solid foundation upon which to build 
further study. 

Reading and writing skills are developed 
primarily by daily writing assignments, 
projects based on new vocabulary, guided 
reading activities of French magazine articles, 
and individual projects. Grammar is 
presented more formally in the second year of 
study. Students begin to build more complex 
sentences using both regular and irregular 
verbs along with idiomatic expressions and 
thematic vocabulary. 

In addition to communication skills, students 
are also introduced to various cultural 
elements, which typically are presented at the 
beginning of each new unit and often 

interspersed throughout the unit.  Authentic 
materials, cultural readings, films, and lectures 
based on the teachers’ experience in 
Francophone countries help provide students 
with a solid cultural introduction. 

In French IV, students begin the year by 
reading their first book written entirely in 
French, Un été pas comme les autres.  This 
reading provides students the opportunity to 
review previous grammar structures and 
vocabulary while acquiring an extensive new 
vocabulary base that prepares them for the 
rest of the year. Students spend much of their 
class time reading aloud, acting out scenes, 
creating and writing new scenes, diagramming, 
and answering extensive comprehension 
questions 

Much of the emphasis this year is placed on 
reading more complex stories and listening 
comprehension. French V is broken up 
predominantly into literature units, including 
Le Vol de la Joconde, Dantès (an annotated 
excerpt from Le Conte de Monte Cristo) and 
various Quebec folktales from Les Contes de 
Québec.  Culture, vocabulary, and grammar are 
practiced and developed via story discussions, 
activities and projects. The major grammar 
emphasis this year is on verb tenses, including 
the present, past, imperfect, future and 
conditional. Poetry and film units are also an 
integral part of the French V experience. 

In French VI, the emphasis during the first 
half of the year is on preparing students for 
their mid-year trip to Paris.  Students review 
general rules of etiquette, essential vocabulary 
for daily life functions (hotels, transportation, 
restaurants), and the history and the 
geography of the areas that they visit.  The 
largest emphasis is placed upon practicing 
their speaking skills. Upon returning from 
Paris, students read an abbreviated version of 
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Victor Hugo’s Notre-Dame de Paris and present 
a report in French on their experience abroad. 
They also use their new vocabulary from 
readings to write their own short stories and 
produce a short play based on the story of 
Quasimodo. The year ends with a French 
cinema unit in which characters from Notre-
Dame are compared with those from modern 
day films. The grammar emphasis this year is 
on more complex structures such as the 
subjunctive mood, relative pronouns, and 
irregular adverbs and adjectives. 

Curricular Topics 

FRENCH I 
Introduction to French 
Greetings 
Numbers 
The classroom 
The calendar 
Time 
Weather 
Family 
Sports and hobbies 
Animals and environment 
Food and restaurants 
Clothing and fashion 
Introduction to Paris 

FRENCH II 
Review of French I topics 
Buildings in the city 
French and American middle schools 
Household vocabulary 
The family 
Stores, shopping, and clothing 
Sports and games, leisure activities 
Travel, transportation 
Idiomatic expressions 
Restaurant, café, food vocabulary 
Geography of France 
Children’s literature unit 
Reading unit 

FRENCH III 
Review of French II topics 
Train and airplane travel 

Sports 
Health and visiting the doctor 
Theater, museums, art, film 
Hotels 

FRENCH IV 
Review of French III topics 
Airport vocabulary 
Etiquette of staying with French family 
French high school 
Major cultural sites in Paris 
Shopping 
Public transportation in France 
Making crepes/following recipes 
Loire Valley 
Sports and health 
Maison des Jeunes 
Children’s literature 
Ivory Coast 
Québec 

FRENCH V 
Review of French IV topics 
Le Vol de la Joconde 
The Louvre 
The Mona Lisa 
Victor Hugo Demain des l’aube 
Imagery in poetry 
Louis Malle Au Revoir les Enfants 
World War II and the French Resistance 
Alexandre Dumas Le Comte de Monte Cristo 

(excerpt Dantès) 
History of the Chateau d’If 
Bonapartists 
History of French/Canadian folktales 
Les Contes du Québec 

FRENCH VI 
Review of French V topics 
Traditional and contemporary music 
Song lyrics 
French artists 
Exchanging money and going to the bank 
Advanced hotel and restaurant vocabulary 
Transportation 
Shopping 
Travel etiquette 
Parisian monuments and history 

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 2003-2004 Annual Report 
18 



Cathedral of Notre-Dame 
Le Bossu de Notre-Dame 
European witch trials 
Films: Etre et Avoir; Ma Vie en Rose, Cyrano de 
Bergerac 

Performance Standards 
By the end of French I, students will not only 
have been exposed to various cultural 
elements, but more importantly, students will 
have begun to be able to speak, read, write, 
and listen in French through a verbal, oral, 
visual, and aural understanding of the 
following grammatical elements: 
•	 descriptive adjectives 
•	 some possessive adjectives 
•	 adjective agreement 
•	 definite and indefinite articles 
•	 present tense verb conjugations of regular 

“er” verbs 
•	 present tense verb conjugations of the 

irregular verb “être” 
•	 forming affirmative sentences 
•	 forming negative sentences 
•	 forming interrogative sentences 
•	 subject pronouns 
•	 formal vs. informal language 

In French II, students continue their study of 
grammar to include: 
•	 present tense conjugation and meaning of 

some irregular verbs 
•	 contraction with de and à 
•	 all possessive adjectives 
•	 interrogative and demonstrative adjectives 
•	 present tense conjugation and meaning of 

regular ir, er, and, re verbs 
•	 idiomatic expressions with faire and avoir 
•	 the partitif to express quantity 
•	 forming the futur proche 

In French III, students use skills learned in 
French I and II, and improve their language 
skills by learning: 
• object pronoun en 

•	 direct object pronouns 
•	 relative pronouns 
•	 connectors for sequencing events 
•	 familiarity with past and near future tenses 

of some irregular verbs 
•	 reflexive verbs in the present tense 
•	 present and past tense verb conjugations 

of some irregular verbs 

By the end of French IV, students are 
expected to be able to do all of the above, 
plus: 

•	 recognize verbs conjugated in the passé 
composé with avoir 

•	 recognize verbs conjugated in the passé 
composé with être 

•	 conjugate regular and irregular verbs 
in the passé composé 

•	 conjugate regular and irregular verbs 
in the imparfait 

•	 use the present duratif 
•	 distinguish orally and in writing the 

difference between passé composé, 
imparfait and present tense verbs 

•	 distinguish between connaître and savoir 
•	 use direct and indirect object 

pronouns 
•	 use irregular adjectives 
•	 know adjective placement 
•	 use prepositions à and de 

In French V and VI students intensify 
their study of grammar to include: 
•	 future and conditional verb tenses 
•	 the subjunctive mood 
•	 relative pronouns qui / que 
•	 irregular adjectives / adverbs 
•	 superlatives / comparatives 
•	 negative expressions 
•	 reflexive verbs, past and present 
•	 multiple pronouns 
•	 past tense pronoun agreement 
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HISTORY


Curriculum Overview 

Our goal is to instill in students the historical 
skills and knowledge necessary for them to 
become lifelong students of history. Students 
develop a strong grounding in history through 
reading, discussions, group work, and 
independent research projects.  Through an 
analysis of historical and current events, we 
prepare students with the tools necessary to 
be active participants in their own 
communities, as well as in the world around 
them. Exposing students to local, national, 
and international issues enables them to 
participate and make decisions with a 
responsible, well-informed focus.  Rigorous 
academic exposure to primary and secondary 
sources provides this foundation while 
museums, parks, libraries, and historic sites 
offer students first-hand and tactile 
experiences, ensuring a fundamental 
understanding of historical and social events. 

Curricular Topics 

GRADE 5 
•	 Human Origins and the Peopling of the 

Americas 
•	 Native American Cultures 
•	 Wampanoag Culture 
•	 Exploration of the New World 
•	 Early European Settlements in North 

America 
•	 The American Revolution 
•	 The Roots of Slavery in America 

GRADE 6 
•	 Slavery and Abolitionism 
•	 The Gilded Age: The Rise of Big 

Business, Industrialization, and 
Immigration 

•	 “Roaring Twenties” 
•	 The Great Depression and FDR 
•	 World War II and the U.S. Homefront 

•	 Atomic Bomb and the Arms Race 
•	 The Cold War 
•	 Civil Rights Movement 

GRADE 7 
•	 World Geography 
•	 Ancient Civilizations and Pre-History 
•	 Ancient Africa: Ghana, Mali, and Egypt 
•	 Ancient Mesopotamia: The Israelites and 

Beginnings of Islam 
•	 Ancient Asia: Indus River Valley and 

China 
•	 Ancient Mesoamerica: Incas, Aztecs, and 

Mayas 
•	 Ancient Greece 
•	 Ancient Rome 

GRADE 8 
•	 United States History from the 

Exploration of America and 
Revolutionary Era through 
Reconstruction 

•	 “Amendment Project” – Research project 
and paper on an amendment to the 
Constitution and its effects 

•	 “Reformer Project” – Research paper on 
an individual from antebellum America 
who attempted to change society for the 
better 

GRADE 9 
•	 Global Studies I 
•	 Students explore the continents of Africa, 

Asia and Latin America, specifically 
highlighting the countries of South Africa, 
India, China, Japan, Brazil, and Mexico, 
analyzing major events from the 
beginning of time through modern day 

GRADE 10 
•	 Global Studies II 
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•	 History of the Middle East from ancient 
civilizations to the modern-day Arab-
Israeli Conflict 

•	 History of Russia and the former Soviet 
Union 

•	 Analysis of Western Europe from ancient 
civilizations through modern day 

GRADE 11 
•	 American Colonies through the Clinton 

Era 
•	 Colonies to Reconstruction 
•	 United States Constitution 
•	 Westward Expansion 
•	 The Rise of Industry 
•	 Age of Imperialism 
•	 The Progressives 
•	 World War I 
•	 The Roaring 20’s 
•	 The Great Depression and the New Deal 
•	 World War II 
•	 The Cold War 
•	 Civil Rights Movement 
•	 The Vietnam Era 
•	 From Camelot to Watergate 
•	 Reagan and the 1980’s 
•	 Toward a New Century, 1992 - present 
•	 Four research papers and presentations 

GRADE 12 
•	 Microeconomics 
•	 Supply and Demand 
•	 How Businesses Compete 
•	 Financial Markets 
•	 The Role of Government 
•	 Globalization and International 

Economics 
•	 U.S. and Comparative Government 
•	 Theories of Government 
•	 Campaigns and Elections 
•	 The Presidency 
•	 U.S. Congress 
•	 Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 

•	 Media, Interest Groups and Political 
Parties 

•	 The Government of Britain 
•	 The Government of France 
•	 The Government of China 
•	 The Government of Russia 
•	 The United Nations 
•	 Two major projects and two research 

papers on related topics 

Performance Standards 
In grades 5 - 12, History students develop 
skills in Public Speaking, Cause/Effect 
Sequencing, Study Skills, Geography, Analysis 
and Synthesis of Data, Writing, and Research. 

Specifically, by the end of each grade, students 
will have further developed their ability to: 
•	 Read independently from text and/or 

listen to class lecture, form an outline and 
an overall summary of information, and 
demonstrate comprehension of material 
through various assessments; 

•	 Speak in multiple formats and field 
questions related to their presentation; 

•	 Identify both events in a sequence and 
events that have a cause and effect 
relationship; 

•	 Label, read, and analyze information on 
political maps, physical maps, and 
historical/period maps, and demonstrate 
an understanding of the effect of 
geography on regional, cultural, and 
historical events and current global issues; 

•	 Read and analyze information from 
charts, timelines, maps, graphs, political 
cartoons, identify fact from opinion, bias 
and primary or secondary source status 
and draw accurate conclusions from 
historical information; 

•	 Master all steps related to an independent 
research paper including utilizing primary 
and secondary resources, synthesizing 
information, citing sources, and drafting 
and editing their work. 

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 2003-2004 Annual Report 
21 



ENGLISH


Curriculum Overview 

In grades 5 and 6, students improve their 
abilities to read, write, spell, speak, and listen.  
Students read literature selections and hone 
their reading comprehension, analytical skills, 
and understanding of literary devices such as 
simile, alliteration, theme, literary allusion, and 
metaphor. Through their frequent writing 
assignments, students improve their written 
organization, focus, content, paragraph 
development, style, and focus. Students 
employ a variety of editing and revising skills 
including prewriting, drafting, revising for 
clarity, proofreading, and peer editing. An 
added element of support in the vital areas of 
reading and writing is found in their second 
English class, English 2. 

In grades 7 and 8, students focus on reading 
and writing through literature using four 
fundamental curricular genres: novels, short 
stories, poems, and Greek mythology and 
plays. In grade 9, student writing focuses on 
creating a thesis and supporting it with 
evidence through analytical writing. Students 
increase their ability to read for meaning while 
incorporating the acquisition of higher-level 
vocabulary; the understanding of setting, main 
idea, theme, and character development; and, 
the proper use of grammar. Through short 
and lengthy writing assignments, students 
develop their creative, expository, formal, and 
informal writing skills while simultaneously 
practicing editing techniques. Like the 5th and 
6th

7

 graders, 7th,  8th, and 9th graders also take 
English 2 in which they continue to improve 
their reading and writing skills, while selected 

th and 8th graders take an additional English 
Language Arts class. 

The 10th graders continue to hone their 
analytical skills and use the five-paragraph 
essay as their starting point. With constant 
work on integrating evidence and the clarity 

of their writing, students are well-
prepared for the MCAS in the 
spring. 

Curricular Topics 
•	 Prewriting (free writing, clustering, 

listing, and brainstorming) 
•	 Formal writing (structured 

paragraphs, reports, and essays) 
•	 Creative writing (stories, poems, and 

descriptive paragraphs) 
•	 Journal writing (free writing and 

reflective writing) 
•	 Editing (revising, proofreading 

techniques, and sentence-combining) 
•	 Grammar (punctuation, parts of 

speech, fragments and run-ons, 
subject-verb agreement, 
capitalization, prepositions, and 
conjunctions) 

•	 Spelling and vocabulary 
•	 Reading (novels, short stories, poetry, 

plays, and essays), including: 

GRADE 5 
•	 The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, by 

C. S. Lewis
•	 Number The Stars, by Lois Lowry 
•	 A Stranger Came Ashore, by Mollie 

Hunter 
•	 Bud, Not Buddy, by Christopher Paul 

Curtis 
•	 Student-chosen, teacher-approved 

independent reading books 
(approximately one every 3-4 weeks) 

GRADE 6 
•	 Encounters: 15 Stirring Tales and Exciting 

Encounters, Goodman et al 
•	 Breakthroughs in Critical Reading: 

Developing Critical Reading Skills, Benner 
et al 
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•	 Tuck Everlasting, by Natalie Babbitt 
•	 Lyddie, by Katherine Paterson 
•	 Out of the Dust, by Karen Hesse 
•	 Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, by 

Mildred Taylor 
•	 Master Skills: Reading, McGraw-Hill 
•	 America Street: A Multicultural Anthology 

of Stories, Ann Mazer, ed. 
•	 Student-chosen, teacher-approved 

independent reading books 
(approximately one every 3 weeks) 

GRADE 7 
•	 Crash, by Jerry Spinelli 
•	 The Outsiders, by S. E. Hinton 
•	 Romeo and Juliet, by William 

Shakespeare 
•	 The View From Saturday, by E.L. 

Konigsberg 
•	 Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek 

Myths, by Bernard Evslin 
•	 Selected Poetry 
•	 Selected short stories 

GRADE 8 
•	 The Giver, by Lois Lowry 
•	 Freak the Mighty,  by Rodman Philbrick 
•	 The Crucible, by Arthur Miller 
•	 The Pearl, by John Steinbeck 
•	 Selected poetry 
•	 Selected short stories 

GRADE 9 
•	 Selected short stories 
•	 Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck 
•	 To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee 
•	 Shakespeare’s sonnets and poetry 
•	 The Catcher in the Rye, by J.D. Salinger 
•	 Othello, by William Shakespeare 
•	 Memoir unit 

GRADE 10 
Semester One: 

•	 All Quiet on the Western Front, by Erich 
Remarque 

•	 Poetry of World War I 
•	 Macbeth, by William Shakespeare 

Semester Two: 
•	 Night, by Elie Wiesel 
•	 Slaughterhouse-Five, by Kurt Vonnegut 
•	 Poetry of World War II 
•	 Lord of the Flies, by William Golding 

GRADE 11 
Semester One: The Individual 
•	 Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora 

Neale Hurston 
•	 Leaves of Grass, by Walt Whitman 

(excerpts) 
•	 Walking, by Henry David Thoreau 
•	 The Sun Also Rises, by Ernest 

Hemingway 

Semester Two: The Nation 
•	 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by 

Mark Twain 
•	 Short stories by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
•	 The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
•	 Hamlet, by William Shakespeare 

GRADE 12 
•	 Albert Camus, “The Myth of 

Sisyphus” and The Stranger 
•	 Franz Kafka, The Metamorphosis and 

other stories 
•	 Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man (AP) 
•	 Sophocles, Oedipus Rex and Antigone 
•	 Mary Shelley, Frankenstein 
•	 Gabriel Garcia Marquez, 100 Years of 

Solitude (AP) 
•	 short story selections 
•	 Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart 
•	 William Shakespeare, The Tempest 
•	 Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (AP) 
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•	 Poetry unit: 18th and 19th century 
Romanticism; Basho’s “Narrow Road 
of the Interior” and haiku 

By the end of each grade, students will 
have further developed their ability to: 

•	 identify and analyze tone, imagery, 
mood, audience, and literary 
devices such as simile, alliteration, 
and metaphor in works of 
literature, poetry, and plays 

• write well-organized, well
•	 understand and use correctly 

standard grammatical conventions, 
including sentence structure, 
punctuation, capitalization, parts 
of speech, and spelling 

developed, and appropriately 
chosen evidence and details in 
various genres, including 
informational, persuasive, 
expressive, and literary writing 

•	 identify and discuss the main idea, 
characters, facts, and themes of 
works of literature, poetry, and 
plays, both read and heard 

•	 use standard English conventions 
effectively in editing, revising, and 
proofreading 

• speak effectively in a variety of 
•	 acquire and use an advanced 

vocabulary of English words in 
writing and speech 

settings and environments in 
making oral presentations and 
dramatic recitations 
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ENGLISH 2


Curriculum Overview 

Many 5th graders lack the basic skills needed 
to become better readers, writers and 
spellers. Therefore, in grade 5, students 
receive an additional 5 hours of weekly 
English instruction throughout the year with 
a strong focus on phonics, decoding and 
encoding sounds, spelling rules and 
generalizations, and grammar. An additional 
unit focuses on student handwriting. 

In grade 6, students continue to take an 
additional 5 hours of English class 
throughout the year. Through daily lessons 
and discussions, class work, homework, and 
writing pieces, students make daily 
connections between reading and writing. 
Words such as nouns, adverbs, pronouns, 
prepositions and conjunctions are terms that 
students use often when they write 
sentences, paragraphs, short stories, essays, 
business letters, and poetry. In addition, 
students focus strongly on the mechanics of 
the English language. 

In grade 7, students take English 2 during 
the 3rd and 4th quarters and during each 
quarter the class meets twice a week.  The 
course focus is on the three components of 
the MCAS English Language Arts exam, 
which include: long composition, reading 
passages with multiple choice questions and 
open response questions.  Students master 
writing a five-paragraph expository and 
comparison essays. Students also write short 
responses to writing prompts, based upon a 
piece of fiction or non-fiction that they have 
read. 

In grade 8, students take English 2 two days 
a week throughout the year. Over the 
course of the year, students focus on 
sentence structure, paragraph development, 
parts of speech, punctuation, mechanics and 

usage, spelling, and vocabulary. Students will 
complete a variety of reading, writing and 
thinking activities that reinforce their test-
taking skills. All of the activities provide 
multiple learning opportunities not simply 
for content, but also for thinking. Students 
apply these skills and write a research report. 

In grade 9, students focus upon vocabulary 
development, reading, writing, research, and 
public speaking. First, students build their 
language skills for high school-level reading.  
In the winter and spring, students write two 
research papers, one for their science course 
and the other for their history course. 
Students also learn the fundamentals of 
public speaking, make individual oral 
presentations, thereby combining their 
critical thinking skills with their public 
speaking. Through all of these activities, 
students become better readers, writers, 
researchers and speakers of the English 
language. 

In grade 10, students focus upon the 
acquisition of language needed for college 
preparatory high school-level reading. 
Through the formal study of Anglo-Saxon, 
Latin, and Greek prefixes, roots, and 
suffixes, students learn the roots of the 
English language and apply them in a variety 
of exercises and activities. Through such 
study and work, students expand both their 
reading and writing vocabulary.   Students 
continue practicing and refining their public 
speaking through independent oral 
presentations and as a member of a debating 
team. Through all of these activities, 
students become better readers, writers, 
critical thinkers, and speakers of the English 
language. 

In grade 11, students take English 2 two 
days a week throughout the year.  Students 
concentrate on SAT preparation during the 
first and fourth quarters. During the second 
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and third quarters students participate in the 
Massachusetts Mock Trial competition. “The 
goal of the Mock Trial Program is to help 
students develop their critical thinking skills, 
their understanding of the judicial process 
and their ability to present themselves in 
public in a competent manner.” 

Curricular Topics 

GRADE 5 
Decoding Consonant and Vowel Sounds 
Spelling Rules and Generalizations 
Grammar 
Handwriting 

GRADE 6 
Writing Mechanics 
Grammar 
Capitalization 
Punctuation 

GRADE 7 
MCAS Preparation (5-paragraph essay, short 
answer, multiple choice questions, and test-
taking strategies) 
Poetry 
Grammar 
Compositions 
Reading, interpreting and analyzing 
passages 

GRADE 8 
Writing Mechanics 
Grammar 
Capitalization 
Punctuation 
MCAS prep 
Research Reports 

GRADE 9 
Reading and Writing 
Research Writing 
Public Speaking 
Vocabulary 

GRADE 10 
Reading Comprehension 

Public Speaking 
MCAS Preparation 
Long Composition 
Research Skills 

GRADE 11 
Orientation/Strategy 
SAT Preparation 
Verbal SAT 
Vocabulary/Word Origin 

Performance Standards 

By the end of 5th grade, students will be able 
to: 

•	 Decode and encode words accurately 
•	 Read and remember spelling strategies 
•	 Correctly spell vocabulary words 
•	 Use meaning clues 
•	 Match spelling words with dictionary 

respelling 
•	 Proofread a paragraph and their own 

writing 
•	 Write sentences with spelling words 
•	 Learn and apply keys to legibility 
•	 Define and classify parts of speech 
•	 Identify parts of a sentence 
•	 Identify and write the four types of 

sentences 

By the end of grade 6, students will be able 
to: 

•	 Identify and define the parts of speech 
•	 Correctly use punctuation and 


capitalization 

•	 Identify all parts of a sentence 
•	 Identify and define the four types of 


sentences

•	 Edit their own work and the work of 

others using proper editing techniques 
•	 Write clearly written, appropriately 


formatted sentences, paragraphs, 

essays, short stories, and poetry
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•	 Present their work to an audience, 

speaking effectively in a variety of 

settings


•	 Use appropriate resources to improve 
their writing including the dictionary, 
thesaurus, and computer 

•	 Compile a Writing Portfolio, reflecting 
on improvement and goals for future 
writing 

By the end of 7th grade, students in English 2 
will be able to: 

•	 Write 5-paragraph essays with a clear 
focus, logically related ideas to develop 
it, and adequate details. 

•	 Write open response paragraphs with a 
clear focus, logically related ideas, and 
develop adequate details. 

•	 Write a clear thesis statement to guide a 
composition. 

•	 Plan and outline a composition. 
•	 Read, interpret and analyze short 


passages. 

•	 Identify the basic facts and essential 


ideas in what they have read.

•	 Make inferences from questions and 


readings.

•	 Make meaning of words from 


questions and readings.

•	 Make summarizations from questions 

and readings. 
•	 Identify the main idea from questions 

and readings. 
•	 Apply the elimination process to 


logically deduce correct responses.

•	 Identify contextual clues to brainstorm 

and plan responses. 
•	 Self-evaluate/improve compositions 


and short responses with standard-

based rubrics.


•	 Understand the MCAS format and 

grading criteria.


By the end of 8th grade, students should be 
able to: 

•	 Analyze standard English grammar and 
usage 

•	 Write with a clear focus, coherent 
organization, and sufficient detail. 

•	 Demonstrate improvement in 
organization, paragraph development, 
level of detail, style, tone, and word 
choice in their compositions. 

•	 Use knowledge of standard English 
conventions in their writing, revising, 
and editing. 

•	 Organize ideas to make sense for their 
purpose. 

By the end of 9th grade, students in English 2 
will be able to: 

•	 Decode accurately and understand new 
words encountered in their reading 
materials, drawing on a variety of 
strategies as needed and then use these 
words accurately in speaking and 
writing. 

•	 Acquire and use correctly an advanced 
vocabulary of English words, 
identifying meanings through 
understanding of word relationships. 

•	 Identify the basic facts and essential 

ideas in what they have read.


•	 Identify and analyze how an author’s 
choice of words appeals to the senses, 
creates imagery, suggests mood, and 
sets tone. 

•	 Write compositions with a clear focus, 
logically related ideas to develop it, and 
adequate details. 

•	 Use open-ended research questions, 
different sources of information, and 
appropriate research methods to gather 
information for their research projects. 

•	 Use agreed upon rules for informal and 
formal discussion in small and large 
groups. 

By the end of 10th grade, students in English 
2 will be able to: 
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•	 Decode accurately and understand new 
words encountered in their reading 
materials, drawing on a variety of 
strategies as needed and then use these 
words accurately in speaking and 
writing. 

•	 Acquire and use correctly an advanced 
vocabulary of English words, 
identifying meanings through 
understanding of word relationships. 

•	 Identify the basic facts and essential 

ideas in what they have read.


•	 Identify and analyze how an author’s 
choice of words appeals to the senses, 
creates imagery, suggests mood, and 
sets tone. 

•	 Write compositions with a clear focus, 
logically related ideas to develop it, and 
adequate details. 

•	 Use deductive and inductive reasoning 
to solve multiple-choice questions. 

•	 Use agreed upon rules for informal and 
formal discussion in small and large 
groups. 

•	 Make oral presentations that 
demonstrate appropriate consideration 

of audience, purpose, and the 
information to be conveyed. 

By the end of the 11th grade, students will be 
able to: 

•	 Decode accurately and understand new 
words encountered in their reading 
materials, drawing on a variety of 
strategies as needed and then use these 
words accurately in speaking and 
writing. 

•	 Acquire and use correctly an advanced 
vocabulary of English words, 
identifying meanings through 
understanding of word relationships. 

•	 Identify the basic facts and essential 

ideas in what they have read.


•	 Identify and analyze how an author’s 
choice of words appeals to the senses, 
creates imagery, suggests mood, and 
sets tone. 

•	 Use deductive and inductive reasoning 
to solve multiple-choice questions 
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ART


Curriculum Topics 
GRADE 5 
Drawing – imagination, copying, and life 
Painting – outdoor, color theory, techniques 
Sculpture – papier mache, cardboard, and 
multimedia 
Design – composition, scale, space 
Craft – sewing, bookmaking 

GRADE 6 
Drawing – imagination, copying, and life 
Painting – still life, color theory, techniques 
Sculpture – clay 
Design – composition, scale, space 
Craftsmanship – collographs, architecture 

GRADE 7 
Drawing – imagination, copying, life, perspective 
Painting – nature, color theory, techniques 
Sculpture – clay, wooden and cardboard models 
Design – posters, advertising, stencils 
Craftsmanship – boatbuilding, sewing 
Art History 

GRADE 8 
Drawing – imagination, copying, life, perspective, 
Painting – copying, color theory, techniques and 
new materials 
Sculpture –  wood models 
Design – posters, advertising, stencils 
Craftsmanship – boatbuilding, sewing 
Art History 

GRADE 9 
Drama – ice breakers, trust exercises, and the 
fundamentals of pantomime. Following the 
introduction to pantomime, the class integrates 
the use of voice in scenework, some 
improvisation, and scripted scenes. 

GRADE 10 
Drama - ice breakers, trust exercises, and the 
fundamentals of pantomime. Following the 
introduction to pantomime, the class integrates 

the use of voice in scenework, some 
improvisation, and scripted scenes. 
Students complete the year by 
performing a One-Act. 

GRADE 11 
Drama – ice breakers, trust 
exercises, and the fundamentals of 
pantomime. Following the 
introduction to pantomime, the 
class integrates the use of voice in 
scenework, some improvisation, 
and scripted scenes. Students 
complete the year by performing a 
One-Act. 

GRADE 12 
Artist in Residence Public Art 
Project – Art History, Site Visits, 
Planning, Design, Production, and 
Presentation for six seniors, four weeks 
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Massachusetts Curriculum Assessment System (MCAS) 

Students in grades 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10 took the 2003 MCAS. 

In comparison to students in Boston and Massachusetts, SBHA students had a higher 
passing rate on all seven exams in all five grades during the 2003 administration. 

•	 100% of SBHA 10th graders passed both the English and Math MCAS exams, making 
SBHA one of only three public schools in Boston – and the only non-entrance exam 
school – to have everyone pass both exams. 

•	 For the second year in a row, 100% of 7th graders and 100% of 10th graders passed the 
English MCAS. 

•	 Among all Boston charter schools, SBHA had the highest percentage of students scoring 
Advanced and Proficient on the Grade 5 Science exam, the 2nd highest percentage on 
Grade 8 Math and Grade 8 Science, and 3rd highest on Grade 6 Math (which follows last 
year’s 4th highest average score in the entire state.) 

MCAS – Grade 10 
Spring 2003 

Percentage of students scoring at each performance level 

Advanced Proficient Needs Imp Warning Adv+Prof 

English SBHA 22% 65 13 0 87 
Boston 9 27 34 30 36 
MA 20 41 28 11 61 

Math SBHA 17% 65 17 0 82 
Boston 20 17 27 36 37 
MA 24 27 29 20 51 

MCAS – Grade 8 
Spring 2003 

Percentage of students scoring at each performance level 

Advanced Proficient Needs Imp Warning Adv+Prof 

Math SBHA 2% 27 51 20 29 
Boston 5 16 25 53 21 
MA 12 25 30 33 37 

Science SBHA 0% 22 71 7 22 
Boston 1 8 28 63 9 
MA 4 28 37 30 32 
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MCAS – Grade 7 
Spring 2003 

Percentage of students scoring at each performance level 

Advanced Proficient Needs Imp Warning Adv+Prof 

English SBHA 5% 79 15 0 84 
Boston 3 39 42 16 42 
MA 8 58 28 7 66 

MCAS – Grade 6 
Spring 2003 

Percentage of students scoring at each performance level 

Advanced Proficient Needs Imp Warning Adv+Prof 

Math SBHA 31% 29 27 13 60 
Boston 7 13 30 50 20 
MA 16 26 32 26 42 

MCAS – Grade 5 
Spring 2003 

Percentage of students scoring at each performance level 

Advanced Needs Imp Warning Adv+Prof 

Science SBHA 3% 35 50 12 38 
Boston 4 13 41 42 17 
MA 19 33 34 14 52 

Proficient 
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Additionally, the following charts show SBHA’s strong performance on the 10th grade 
English and Math MCAS in spring 2003, in comparison to other schools in Boston: 

Public Schools in Boston 
Spring, 2003 MCAS 
Grade 10 English 

% passing 
Boston Latin (exam) 100 
Boston Latin Academy (exam) 100 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter 100 
Codman Academy Charter 100 
O’Bryant School of Math and Science (exam) 99 
Fenway High 98 
Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter 96 
Boston Arts Academy 95 
Media & Technology Charter 94 
City on a Hill Charter 90 
Health Careers Academy Charter 88 
Snowden International High 88 
Boston Community Leadership Academy 77 
Brighton High 75 
Charlestown High 75 
New Mission High 71 
West Roxbury 71 
Boston Average 70 
East Boston High 64 
South Boston High 62 
Jeremiah Burke High 55 
Dorchester High 50 
English High 48 
Greater Egleston High 48 
Madison Park High 41 
Hyde Park High 38 
William McKinley 38 

% failing 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
2 
4 
5 
6 

10 
12 
12 
23 
25 
25 
29 
29 
30 
36 
38 
45 
50 
52 
52 
59 
62 
62 
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Public Schools in Boston 
Spring, 2003 MCAS 

Grade 10 Math 
% passing 

Boston Latin (exam) 100 
Boston Latin Academy (exam) 100 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter 100 
O’Bryant School of Math and Science (exam) 98 
Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter 94 
Media & Technology Charter 86 
Snowden International High 84 
Fenway High 82 
Boston Arts Academy 73 
Charlestown High 70 
West Roxbury 70 
City on a Hill Charter 68 
Codman Academy Charter 68 
Brighton High 66 
Boston Average 64 
Health Careers Academy Charter 62 
East Boston High 55 
William McKinley 52 
Boston Community Leadership Academy 51 
South Boston High 51 
Dorchester High 48 
Madison Park High 47 
Jeremiah Burke High 44 
New Mission High 42 
English High 38 
Hyde Park High 33 
Greater Egleston High 10 
Community Academy 0 

% failing 
0 
0 
0 
2 
6 

14 
16 
18 
27 
30 
30 
32 
32 
34 
36 
38 
45 
48 
49 
49 
52 
53 
56 
58 
62 
67 
90 
0 
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Stanford 9 Achievement Tests 

Each fall for new students, and each spring for returning students, SBHA administers in 
grades 5 through 8 exams in Reading, Language, and Mathematics using the Stanford 9.  All 
students are then subsequently tested each spring, to demonstrate their progress over the 
course of one academic year, and to compare relative performance versus students in similar 
cohorts. The Stanford 9 was originally chosen since it was the same assessment exam used 
to pre- and post- test students in Boston Public Schools (BPS).  However, BPS ceased using 
the exam after the spring 2000 administration so we only have comparable data through that 
year. 

In light of the federal No Child Left Behind legislation that requires students to be tested 
annually in reading and math in grades 3-8, we will soon move away from the Stanford 9 as 
an assessment exam, especially since our June administration follows two weeks of state 
MCAS testing in May. 

Nevertheless, in Reading, Writing, and Math, the scores of our students are impressive for all 
five grades as SBHA students continue to show or maintain improvement since their initial 
enrollment at SBHA. 

Please note that in all comparisons, figures are unaudited, with two differences in testing.  
First, the total number of students at our school who took the exam is of course smaller 
than that of BPS. And second, while BPS tested all of their students in the spring, our new 
students are pre-tested in the fall of their enrollment, and then post-tested in the spring with 
the entire school population.  

Furthermore, any single test at any one point in time provides only a snapshot of students’ 
mastery of content and skills. While averages rise and fall from year to year, what we truly 
look for is a steady upward movement over time.   Prior to entering SBHA, our students 
were performing below the 50th percentile in several areas. Over our first six years, our 
students showed that they are performing at or above the 50th percentile in every subject, in 
every grade, and in some cases, far above.  These results confirm what other indicators have 
shown, that student progress is being made at our school. Whether tracking students by 
cohort since their initial enrollment, or in comparison to BPS, SBHA students have 
demonstrated strong achievement in reading and math.  
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MATHEMATICS ACHEIVEMENT 

Mathematics Median Percentile Scores 
Median percentile scores tell us where the exact middle student falls in mathematical and 
reading performance. In other words, as many students at SBHA perform above the median 
scores as below. In Mathematics, the scores of our students are impressive for all grades as 
SBHA students continue to show or maintain improvement since their initial enrollment 

South Boston Harbor Academy 
Median Percentiles By Class, 1998-2004 

MATH 

Class of 2011 

Class of 2010 

Class of 2009 

Class of 2008 

Class of 2007 

Class of 2006 

Class of 2005 

Class of 2004 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Improvement 

- - - - - 41 65 +24 

- - - - 35 51 62 +27 

- - - 44 69 84 77 +33 

- - 62 92 92 76 55 

- 42 90 92 75 59 - +17 

33 88 97 82 74 71 - +38 

51 90 74 70 65 - - +14 

28 75 57 64 - - - +36 

-7 

Improvement: Percentile point increase from their initial enrollment to the most recent administration.  Class is composed of students in 
that class at the time of administration, and changes each year according to student turnover. 

SBHA students have also demonstrated strong math achievement in comparison to BPS: 

South Boston Harbor Academy (SBHA) vs. Boston Public Schools (BPS) 
Median Percentiles, 1998-2004 

MATH 

Grade 5 

Grade 6 

Grade 7 

Grade 8 

Grade 9 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

SBHA 33 88 90 92 69 51 65 
BPS 50 50 54 NA NA NA NA 

SBHA 51 90 97 92 92 84 62 
45 50 54 NA NA NA NA 

SBHA 28 75 74 82 75 76 77 
BPS 50 50 53 NA NA NA NA 

SBHA - - 57 70 74 59 55 
BPS 53 59 57 NA NA NA NA 

SBHA - - - 64 65 71 -
BPS - - - NA NA NA NA 

BPS 

At SBHA, 5th graders and new students in higher grades are tested during the fall of their initial enrollment.  All returning SBHA students are tested each 
spring. In BPS, all students are tested each spring. 
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READING ACHEIVEMENT 

Reading Median Percentile Scores 
In Reading, the scores of our students are impressive for all grades as SBHA students 
continue to show or maintain improvement since their initial enrollment at SBHA. 

South Boston Harbor Academy 
Median Percentiles By Class, 1998 -2004 

READING 

Class of 2011 

Class of 2010 

Class of 2009 

Class of 2008 

Class of 2007 

Class of 2006 

Class of 2005 

Class of 2004 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

- - - - - 47 60 

- - - - 43 51 58 

- - - 47 62 69 58 

- - 55 72 79 53 48 

- 47 55 61 56 49 -

48 63 60 53 61 -

58 69 54 56 71 - -

48 56 55 57 - - -

59 

Class is composed of students in that class at the time of administration, and changes each year according to student turnover. 

SBHA students have also demonstrated strong reading achievement in comparison to BPS: 

South Boston Harbor Academy (SBHA) vs. Boston Public Schools (BPS) 
Median Percentiles, 1998-2004 

READING 

Grade 5 

Grade 6 

Grade 7 

Grade 8 

Grade 9 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

SBHA 48 63 55 72 62 51 60 
BPS 47 47 49 NA NA NA NA 

SBHA 58 69 59 61 79 69 58 
BPS 44 47 44 NA NA NA NA 

SBHA 48 56 54 60 56 53 58 
BPS 46 46 50 NA NA NA NA 

SBHA - - 55 56 53 49 48 
BPS 47 49 49 NA NA NA NA 

SBHA - - - 57 71 61 -
BPS - - - NA NA NA NA 

At SBHA, 5th graders and new students in higher grades are tested during the fall of their initial enrollment. All returning SBHA students are tested 
each spring. In BPS, all students are tested each spring. 
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LANUAGE ACHEIVEMENT 

Language Median Percentile Scores 
On the Language section, which tests students’ mastery of writing skills including expression 
and mechanics, SBHA students have again shown excellent signs of improvement. 

South Boston Harbor Academy (SBHA) 
Median Percentiles By Class, 1998-2004 

LANGUAGE 

Class of 2011 

Class of 2010 

Class of 2009 

Class of 2008 

Class of 2007 

Class of 2006 

Class of 2005 

Class of 2004 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

- - - - - 52 65 

- - - - 40 47 57 

- - - 57 69 71 58 

- - 65 73 71 61 66 

- 40 61 66 51 59 -

45 61 77 73 66 60 -

47 69 60 50 65 - -

42 50 64 64 - - -

Class is composed of students in that class at the time of administration, and changes each year according to student 
turnover. 

While our students generally came to SBHA performing below the 50th percentile, they have 
generally performed above the 50th percentile on the most recent administrations of the tests. 
By any measure, our students have made strong gains in both Reading and Language over 
the past several years, to complement our excellent gains in Mathematics. 
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SAT I & PSAT


From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 

• th, 11th, and 12th grades 
will be higher than comparable student cohort scores for Boston Public Schools and 
Massachusetts 
SBHA’s first group of seniors outscored their peers in Boston on the SAT but were outscored by their 

(The Boston, Massachusetts, and United States mean 

• Median PSAT and SAT scores of SBHA student cohorts in 10th, 11th, and 12th

increase each year 
th to the 12th grade. The class 

of 2005 increased their average PSAT scores by 3.8% from the 10th to the 11th grade. 

The median PSAT and SAT scores of SBHA student cohorts in 10

peers in Massachusetts and the United States.  
scores – median scores were unavailable – include both juniors and seniors who took the exam.) 

 grades will 

The Class of 2004 increased their average score by 139 points from the 10

SAT I Exam 
Mean Scores 

VERBAL TOTAL 
United States 2003 507 519 1026 
Massachusetts 2003 516 522 1038 
Boston 2003 434 453 887 
SBHA 2003 506 498 1004 

MATH 

The class of 2004 was our first class of students who took the PSAT in the 10th grade, the 
PSAT in the 11th grade, the SAT in the 11th grade, and the SAT in the 12th grade. The table 
below shows the students’ marked improvement from the initial administration to their last: 

PSAT SAT 
October 2001 October 2003 

Class of 2004 in 10th grade Class of 2004 in 12th grade 

Verbal 444 506 
Math 421 498 
TOTAL 865 1004 

+62 
+77 
+139 

Average increase 

PSAT Exam 
Mean Scores 

Class of 2005 (in 10th Grade vs. 11th Grade) 

Class of 2004 

2002-03 2003-04 
10th grade 11th grade 

131 136 

IMPROVEMENT 

+3.8% 
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INTERNAL ASSESSMENT RESULTS 

While it is important to set academic and performance standards, it is as important to 
develop meaningful assessment tools to determine whether the standards have been met. In 
order to gauge the fulfillment of our ambitious objectives, SBHA teachers closely track daily 
and unit lesson plans in the school’s internal database that connect the content and skills 
covered in class with the standards laid out by the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. 
Since our founding, we have continued to devise internal and external assessment tools that 
can meaningfully measure student achievement. For example: 

•	 outside professionals judge student performance on semester-long Science Projects using 
a detailed rubric and set of criteria; 

•	 pre- and post-tests are administered in students’ major academic classes to measure 
student mastery of SBHA’s curriculum over the course of the school year; 

•	 whole-school oral math quizzes are conducted on special assessment days, for example, 
Times Table Day and F.D.P. Day (Fractions/Decimals/Percents);  

•	 in order to accurately measure students’ growth while at SBHA, and to tailor curriculum 
accordingly, new and returning students take an array of internally developed assessment 
exams in Math, Reading, Writing, Social Studies, and Science; 

•	 mid-terms and final exams are given in the high school grades to demonstrate mid- and 
end-of-year mastery; and 

•	 all subjects have teacher-developed minimum competency exams for students to 
successfully complete at the end of any necessary summer remediation program or 
tutoring. 

Devising assessment tools that match the clarity of standardized exams is always a difficult 
process. Nevertheless, we see as part of our mission as a Massachusetts charter school to 
find new and substantive ways to measure the progress of our school.  For example: 

•	 At the beginning and end of the school year, 5th grade students took a pre- and post-test 
in Math that included all skills covered during the year. The average pre-test score for 5th 

grade was 13% and the average post-test score was 78% for an average increase of 65%. 

•	 In 7th and 8th grade Science classes, pre- and post-tests were administered. Below are the 
passing rates, on a scale of 100 points, and demonstrated improvement: 

Grade Pre-test 
Mean 

Pre-Test 
Median 

Post-test 
Mean 

Post-test 
Median 

Grade 7 40.5 40 64.5 66 
Grade 8 35 36 63.7 64 

•	 In 6th grade History classes, a pre- and post-test, covering Civics, Geography, and 
content for the year, was administered at the beginning and end of the year 
respectively. The test included timelines, essays, and short answer questions.  Student 
performance improved 59% from 32% to 91%. 
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STUDENT LIFE 

Extracurricular Activities 

� Afterschool Computer Room � Afterschool Peer Tutoring 
� Art Club � Book Club 
� Boys Baseball � Boys Basketball 
� City Club � Community Service 
� Dance Club � Double Dutch 
� Dungeons and Dragons Club � Expedition: Olympic National Park 
� Girls Basketabll � Girls Lacrosse Club 
� Girls Softball � Gymnastics 
� High School Co-Ed Soccer � Italian Club 
� Middle School Co-Ed Soccer � Mock Trial Team (sponsored by 
� National Honor Society Massachusetts Bar Association) 
� Outdoors Club � Running Club 
� Science Challenge (5th grade) � Ski and Snowboard Club 
� Spirit Squad � Student Government Association 
� Yearbook

 Field Trips 

• Art 
� 5th grade visits to the Institute of Contemporary Art to see “Splat Boom Pow!” 

and “Made in Mexico” exhibits. 
� 6th grade visit to Architectural Firm to complement charter school design project. 

(Art and English collaboration) 
� Middle School Art Contest winners attended Logan Airport Awards Ceremony. 
� Middle and High School Art Contest winners attended Harvard University 

gallery opening. 
� 10th and 11th graders saw a performance of “The Crucible” at the Boston 

Conservatory. 
� 12th graders visited two outdoor Sculpture Parks as part of Public Art workshop. 

• College Counseling 
� Freshmen—College Day at the NEACAC College Fair 
� Sophomores— University of Massachusetts-Amherst, University of Massachusetts-

Boston, NEACAC College Fair 
� Juniors— Northeastern University, Boston University, University of 

Massachusetts-Boston, NEACAC College Fair 
� Seniors— Emerson College, Fitchburg State University 

• Advisory 
� All Middle School students went on a fall class hiking trip. 
� 6th graders visited the High School to meet with 12th grade buddies. 
� The 8th grade completed an all-day ropes course in the fall. 
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� The 8th grade took a rubric reward trip to go ice skating at Frog Pond. 
� The 9th and 10th grades took a rubric reward trip to Nashua Valley to go snow 

tubing. 
� The 10th, 11th and 12th grades each spent a day volunteering at the Long Beach 

Island Shelter working on their farm. 
� The 11th grade took a four day trip to New York City. 

• History 
� 5th grade trip to Plimouth Plantation. 
� 6th grade History trip to the State House where students wrote their own bills and 

went through the process of trying to get a bill passed into law. 
� 6th grade trip to Lowell Textile Mills – a collaborative trip since students were 

studying working conditions during the Industrial Revolution and Gilded Age in 
History class and had read the book Lydie in English class. 

� 6th grade reenactment of the Lowell Textile Mill strike at M-Street Park. 
� 8th grade visit to the John F. Kennedy Library and Museum. 
� 10th grade four day trip to Washington D.C. 

• Science 
� The 5th grade visited the Franklin Park Zoo. 
� The 6th grade took an overnight trip to Pinkham Notch in New Hampshire 

through the Appalachian Mountain Club’s A Mountain Classroom program. 
� The 7th grade visited Purgatory Chasm. 
� High school students attended the Museum of Science High School Lecture 

Series talks on Cosmic Evolution and Einstein 

• French 
� The 8th grade took a four day trip to Quebec City. 
� The 10th and 11th grade classes went to see Etre et Avoir at the Coolidge Theater. 
� The 12th grade took its inaugural nine day trip to Paris. 

Collaborations/Partnerships/Guest Speakers 

• College Counseling 
� Collaborated with COACH College Network Program, which assists 

disadvantaged students navigate the college admissions process through a 
streamlined online application process. 

� Representatives from the following colleges visited and spoke with students: St. 
Michael’s, Smith, Oberlin, Holy Cross, Johnson and Wales, Regis, Fitchburg 
State, and Catholic 

� Frequent conversations with area college counselors, including other Boston and 
area charter schools with new senior classes, to exchange ideas. 

• Advisory 
� City Year worked with SBHA seniors on a fall clean-up project. 
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� A representative from the Long Beach Island Shelter spoke with the 9th graders 
about homelessness. 

� Every 12th grade student completed a spring internship spending one afternoon 
each week with a local organization. Internship sites included Arrowstreet, 
Trinity Church, Representative Paul Casey’s Office, and Early Education for All. 

• Art 
� The ICA arranged visiting educators to lead workshops for various Middle 

School classes. 
� The ICA organized and provided Artists in Residence for the 12th grade Public 

Art workshop. 
� The Whitney Museum involved SBHA to test and provide feedback on their 

new Arts Education website. 

• English 
� Summer reading wisdom. Students from the 6th grade spoke to 5th grade English 

classes about strategies for summer reading and general advice about preparing 
for the 6th grade. 

• French 
� The French Library and Cultural Center and the Massachusetts Foreign 

Language Association both requested student work and offered workshops on 
improving foreign language. 

� 10th and 11th grade students participated in the Carrefours program at the French 
Library. 

• History 
� A performer from the Gore Place Historical center did a dramatic performance 

as Robert Roberts, an African-American abolitionist, author, and butler to 
Governor Gore as part of the 6th grade unit on Abolitionism. 

10
� Shenil Saya, a Pakistani citizen, and Scott Orleck, an Israeli citizen, visited the 

th grade Global Studies class to debate issues related to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

� Robert Given visited the 11th grade U.S. History class to describe his experience 
in the Vietnam War. 

� Susan Andersen, a lawyer in Boston, visited the 12thgrade Comparative 
Government class to discuss legal issues associated with combating terrorism in 
the United States. 

� Alice Cook, a sports reporter for a local television station, visited the 12th grade 
Economics class to discuss careers in the sports industry. 

• Science 
� Outdoor Explorations, a non-profit organization, organized outdoor activities 

for the Outdoor Club, including snowshoeing in February and kayaking in June. 
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• SBHA Athletics 
� Collaboration with the City of Boston Parks Junior Golf Program. 

Special Events 

• SBHA Middle School Talent Show 
• 12th Grade production of The Tempest 
• Earth Week 
• Spirit Week 
• Senior Week 
• Times Table Day 
• SBHA Spelling Bee 
• SBHA AIDS Walk Team 
• New Years Family Celebration 
• High School Dance with Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter School 
• National Honor Society Induction 
• 12th Grade Internship Celebration 
• Author reading: Mrs. Kimble by Jennifer Haigh 
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GOVERNANCE PROFILE 

Board of Trustees 
South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School is governed by a Board of Trustees which 
has responsibility for all fiduciary, legal, and regulatory compliance issues, and ensures that 
the school is operated in accordance with its charter. During the 2003-04 school year, the 
Board bylaws allowed for twelve Board members; eight are currently filled. 

Christopher Churchill, Business Analyst, Iron Mountain.  Chris Churchill is a member 
of the strategy team at Iron Mountain, a records and information management 
company. Previously, he worked in investment banking for ten years at top Wall 
Street firms including Bear Stearns. He is a graduate of Princeton University and 
Harvard Business School. (Finance Committee) 

Joseph Foley, Producer, Foley Entertainment Limited.  Joseph Foley is head of Foley 
Entertainment Limited and a member of the Directors Guild of America. (Facilities 
Committee) 

Susan Fortin, Co-Founder and Board Chair.  Susan Fortin, a Founder of the school 
and its former Director of Operations, has experience in public sector budgeting and 
financial management, as well as state education funding and accountability reform. 
She is the author and co-author of two publications on local government finance.  
She is a graduate of Williams College and Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. (Governance Committee) 

John J-H Kim, Founder and Managing Director, District Management Council.  Prior to 
founding the District Management Council, Mr. Kim was the founding Chief 
Executive Officer of Chancellor Beacon Academies, the second largest school 
management company in the country. Previously, he was President of Kaplan 
Learning Services and has served as a consultant for McKinsey & Co.  He is a 
graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Business School. (Development 
Committee, Construction Task Team) 

Stephen Lynch, U.S. Congressman and Chairperson Emeritus (ex officio).  Stephen Lynch 
is a Founder of the school and former Chair of the Board of Trustees. U.S. 
Representative Lynch has extensive experience with the educational needs and goals 
of Boston residents. An attorney and former member of Ironworkers Local #7, he 
is a graduate of Wentworth Institute of Technology and Boston College Law School. 

Tracey Merrill, Consultant, William L. Jaques & Co.  Ms. Merrill is a consultant for 
William L. Jaques and Company, where her work includes feasibility and planning 
studies and pre-campaign counsel for nonprofit organizations, including private 
schools. She is a graduate of Middlebury College and the University of Oxford, 
England. (Development Committee) 
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Stephen Muller, Junior Partner, Hale and Dorr, LLP . Mr. Muller has worked at Hale 
and Dorr for four years in general litigation.  He previously served two years as a law 
clerk in U.S. Circuit and District Courts and as Assistant District Attorney in Bronx 
County, NY for four years. Mr. Muller has an A.B. from Princeton University and a 
J.D. from Columbia University. (Governance Committee) 

Neil Olken, Former President, Dyecraftsmen, Inc.  Currently retired, Neil Olken was the 
President and major stockholder of Dyecraftsmen, Inc, a textile processing company. 
He is actively involved in volunteer efforts on behalf of both of his alma maters, 
Harvard College and Harvard Business School. (Finance Committee Chairperson, 
Construction Task Team) 

Brett Peiser, ex officio. Brett Peiser is a Founder and Executive Director of South 
Boston Harbor Academy and Founder of Edward Brooke Charter School.  Mr. 
Peiser spent several years teaching History in Brooklyn, New York. Mr. Peiser co
authored Competition in Education, a study of the impact of interdistrict school 
choice in Massachusetts, and directed a public-private partnership helping 
community colleges with their remedial students. He is a graduate of Brown 
University and Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government. 

Carroll Perry, History and Economics Teacher, Philips Andover Academy. Mr. Perry is 
currently a teacher at Phillips Andover Academy, a college preparatory independent 
school. He is a former Vice President at BankBoston. He is a graduate of Williams 
College. (Governance Committee) 

Trustees Office Elected Reelected Term Expires 

Chris Churchill Vice Chair 1/03 6/05 

Joseph Foley Clerk 6/00 6/04 6/07 

Susan Fortin Chair 6/99 6/04 6/07 

John J-H Kim 10/02 6/05 

Tracey Merrill 1/04 6/06 

Stephen Muller 5/04 6/05 

Neil Olken Treasurer 9/02 6/04 6/07 

Brett Peiser, ex officio 5/98 

Carroll Perry 3/04 6/06 

The Board of Trustees meeting schedule for the 2003-04 school year: 

� Tuesday, September 9, 2003 
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�	 Tuesday, October 14, 2003 
�	 Tuesday, November 18, 2003 
�	 Tuesday, January 13, 2004 
�	 Tuesday, March 9, 2004 
�	 Tuesday, May 11, 2004 
�	 Tuesday, June 8, 2004 

The Board of Trustees tentative meeting schedule for the 2004-05 school year: 

�	 Tuesday, September 21, 2004 
�	 Tuesday, October 19, 2004 
�	 Tuesday, November 16, 2004 
�	 Tuesday, January 11, 2005 
�	 Tuesday, March 8, 2005 
�	 Tuesday, May 10, 2005 
�	 Tuesday, June 14, 2005 

All meetings of the Trustees are conducted in accordance with the Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 30A. Notices of such meetings are filed with the Secretary of State, Secretary 
of Administration and Finance, and Boston City Clerk. 

Major Board Decisions 

The Board made a number of significant decisions during our sixth year: 

•	 Approved purchase of two buildings at 11 Mayhew Street, Dorchester from the 
Archdiocese of Boston to serve as school’s permanent facility. 

•	 Approved contract with Peabody Construction for renovation and construction project 
at newly purchased facility. 

•	 Approved audited Financial Statements for fiscal year 2002-03. 
•	 Elected as voting Trustees for terms expiring in June 2006: Tracey Merrill and Carroll 

Perry; and for a term expiring in June 2005: Stephen Muller. 
•	 Re-elected as voting Trustees for three-year terms expiring in June 2007: Joe Foley, 

Susan Fortin, and Neil Olken. 
•	 Elected as Officers for 2004-05: Susan Fortin, Chair, Chris Churchill, Vice Chair, Neil 

Olken, Treasurer, and Joe Foley, Clerk. 
•	 Elected as Committee Chairs: Chris Churchill, Finance Committee, and Tracey Merrill, 

Development Committee. 
•	 Approved 2004 Strategic Plan to serve as a guiding vision for the school’s next three to 

five years. 
•	 Approved 2004-05 operating budget. 

Making Board Policy 

The SBHA Board of Trustees meetings provide any or all members with the opportunity to 
present issues for consideration, including new or amended policies. Once the issue is 
raised, the membership may opt to refer the concept to the appropriate committee for 
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further review. The school has three standing committees, including the Development 
Committee, the Finance Committee, and the Governance Committee. In the event that the 
proposed issue cannot be referred to any of the standing committees, a special commission 
of 2-4 Board members is created to study the particular issue.  For example, this year our 
Construction Task Team has helped to manage the renovation project for our new school 
facility. 

After reviewing the merits of the proposed policy or finishing work on a proposed 
document, the committee makes a presentation and/or recommendation to the full Board 
for their consideration. The new or amended policy is then approved, rejected, or tabled for 
further consideration and review. 

Hearing Complaints 

Both the school and the Board work in conjunction with one another to hear and resolve 
any complaints. If a problem arises, both the school and the Board encourage the 
complainant to address the problem directly with the staff member(s).  If the complainant is 
dissatisfied with the proposed resolution by the appropriate faculty or staff member, a 
meeting should be scheduled with the school Principal. If the situation has still not been 
resolved, a meeting should be scheduled with the school’s Executive Director.  If no 
resolution has been reached, the Board encourages attendance at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees to try and resolve the situation. 

If this meeting does not resolve the relevant complaint, the complainant should follow the 
guidelines set by M.G.L. c. 71, § 89(jj) and 603 CMR 1.10. If an individual believes that the 
school has violated any provision of the charter school law or regulations, he or she may file 
a formal complaint with the Board of Trustees.  After receiving the complaint, the Board 
must send a written response to the individual within 30 days. 603 CMR 1.10(2). If the 
Board does not address the complaint to the individual’s satisfaction, the individual may 
submit the complaint to the Commissioner of Education. 603 CMR 1.10(4). A 
parent/guardian may file a complaint with DOE at any time if he or she believes that the 
school has violated any federal or state law or regulation. 603 CMR 1.10(6). 

The Board of Trustees received no formal complaints during 2003-04. 

From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 

• 
Another 
At the same 

time, we added three new Trustees to the Board. Currently, 8 of the 12 Board seats are filled 

• 
member missing per meeting 
During the 8 Board meetings held this year, we had only 6 absences, averaging less than one 
board member absent per meeting. 

Board of Trustees turnover will be limited to one member per year 
During 2003-04, turnover was one—one trustee left because of time constraints.  
trustee decided not to run for reelection and has joined SBHA’s Advisory Board.  

and further recruitment efforts are planned for 2004-05. 

Board of Trustee attendance at Board meetings will average no more than one 
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STUDENT PROFILE 

In the 2003-2004 school year, the school enrolled 338 students in grades 5 through 12, with 
the following characteristics: 

Gender.  Of our 338 students, 54% are girls and 46% are boys. 

Residence. The majority of our students reside in South Boston (49%) and Dorchester 
(36%). An ever-expanding number of students (15%) come from neighborhoods 
throughout the city, including Charlestown, East Boston, Hyde Park, Jamaica Plain, 
Mattapan, Roslindale, South End, and West Roxbury. 

Racial Makeup.  81% of our students are White Non-Hispanic, 13% are Black Non-
Hispanic, and 6% are Hispanic, Asian, Native American and Interracial. 

SBHA Racial Makeup, 1998 vs. 2004 

1998-99 2004-05 
Original 5th grade class Incoming 5th grade class 

White Non-Hispanic 93% 59% 
African-American 5% 30% 
Hispanic 2% 8% 
Asian-American 0% 1.5% 
Bi-Racial 0% 0% 
Native American 0% 1.5% 

Limited English Proficiency.  There are currently no students enrolled at SBHA who are 
limited English proficient, nor are there any students presently enrolled who are linguistic 
minorities. SBHA has developed preliminary educational plans should this situation change. 

Special Needs.  17% of our students qualify as Special Needs. 

Free and Reduced Price Lunch.  40% of our students qualify for free or reduced price 
lunch. 

Parental College Attendance.  32% of our parents have graduated from college, while 
68% have not. 

Student Attendance 
The school’s average daily attendance during the 2003-2004 academic year was 319.7 
students, while the school’s average membership in 2003-2004 was 338 students, providing 
an average daily attendance rate of 95%. 

Grade Levels 

During the 2003-04 school year, SBHA served 338 students in grades 5 through 12.  In the 
2004-05 school year, approximately 370 students will be enrolled at SBHA.  

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 2003-2004 Annual Report 
48 



Student-Teacher Ratios 

During the 2003-04 school year, there were 31 full-time teachers, providing students and 
families with a 10:1 student-teacher ratio.  With an average class size of 22 in the middle 
school, and 10-14 in the high school, students benefit from as close and individualized 
instruction as possible. 

School Calendar 
In order to provide students with a comprehensive, college preparatory education, SBHA 
has a longer-than-usual school day and longer-than-usual school year.  Every year, we plan a 
190-day school year.   During the 2003-04 school year, we were open 186 days, six days 
longer than the traditional 180 days.  (School cancellations due to weather led to a shorter 
year than planned.)  This year, our regular school day began at 8:00 AM and ended at 3:00 
PM. However, for many students the day extended to anywhere from 3:00 to 5:00 PM for 
homework help and tutoring. For one-third of our students, there was also school from 9:00 
AM to 1:00 PM on Saturday. Between the longer year and longer day, students enjoyed an 
additional 33 days of instruction by June 24th, our final day of school (as compared to the 
average Boston Public School student). 

STUDENT OUTREACH, ELIGIBILITY & ENROLLMENT 

Our student body is chosen at random through a publicly held, independent lottery, with no 
regard to a student’s background or family situation. Enrollment eligibility is met if: 

•	 the student is a resident of Massachusetts; 
•	 the student has successfully completed (or is expected to successfully complete) the 

grade preceding the grade to which he/she seeks admission; and 
•	 both the student and his or her parent/guardian have signed the application stating that 

they understand the expectations of the school and agree to sign the contract to comply 
with the student code. 

While we receive many calls throughout the year regarding admissions, and maintain an 
active database of interested families, we only accept applications during our enrollment 
period, which begins in January and runs through mid-March. 

The enrollment process opens with extensive, city-wide outreach, multiple information 
sessions, and broad application distribution.  We announce the enrollment process and post 
the application on our website. Further, in order to inform the general public about the 
school, fliers are posted throughout the city; radio advertisements are played on local 
stations, advertisements are placed in both city papers as well as nearly every Boston 
community paper; and information sessions are held both at the school and in other 
communities. 

The enrollment process concludes in mid-March with a publicly-held lottery to allocate 
available slots to applicants in the new 5th grade or on the waiting lists of the 6th through 8th 

grades. If the number of applicants exceeds the number of slots available in any given class, 
the remaining applicants are placed on a waiting list by their grade and lottery number. If 
and when a slot becomes available in grades 5 through 8 (we do not accept new students 
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into grades 9 through 12), waiting list candidates are offered the position by telephone and in 
writing, and have up to a week to respond. Any students offered a position in the 7th and 8th 

grades are required to take an assessment exam and based on that assessment may be 
required to attend summer school and/or be placed in a grade appropriate to their skill level. 

The charter school law, M.G.L. c.79, s. 81, provides a sibling preference provision that gives 
siblings of enrolled students preference over non-siblings in enrollment.  Therefore, if the 
sibling of a current South Boston Harbor Academy student, or of a student accepted in the 
lottery for the new 5th grade class, applies to the school during the enrollment period, then 
that sibling has preference over existing waiting list candidates who are not siblings.  If no 
space is available in the grade, the sibling will be placed at the top of the waiting list. 

A full description of our enrollment policy is available at the school and is on file at the 
Charter School Office of the Massachusetts Department of Education. 

ENROLLMENT PROCESS 

On March 11, 2004 we held our sixth lottery to select students for the incoming 5th grade 
class and for positions on the waiting lists of the 6th through 8th grades. This year, we 
received a total of 400 applications: 219 for 66 available spots in the 5th grade and 181 for 
spots on the 6th through 8th grade waiting lists. 

APPLICATIONS 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 
Allston-Brighton 2 4 2 

Boston 22 14 22 
Charlestown 8 9 6 
Dorchester 112 136 174 

East Boston 7 7 2 
Hyde Park 12 26 22 

Jamaica Plain 7 10 12 
Mattapan 20 17 19 
Roslindale 7 9 16 
Roxbury 13 8 24 

South Boston 78 118 98 
West Roxbury 8 4 1 

Outside Boston 2 3 2 

In the 2004 lottery, the applicant pool again reflected our continually broadening applicant 
base. The largest percentage of applicants came from Dorchester (44%), followed by South 
Boston (29%). The remaining 27% of applicants came from 10 other Boston 
neighborhoods. 

Applications by Neighborhood, 1998 vs. 2004 
1998-99 2003-04 

1. South Boston 61.5% 1. Dorchester 43.5% 
2. Dorchester 27.5% 2. South Boston 29.3% 
3. Charlestown 2.5% 3. Roxbury 7.2% 
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4. Boston 2.0% 4. Boston 6.6% 
5. Hyde Park 1.6% 5. Roslindale 4.8% 
6. Mattapan 1.2% 6. Mattapan 4.75% 
7. Roxbury 1.2% 7. Hyde Park 4.0% 
8. West Roxbury 0.8% 8. Jamaica Plain 3% 
9. Outside Boston 0.8% 9. Charlestown 1.5% 
10. Jamaica Plain 0.4% 10. East Boston 0.5% 
11. Roslindale 0.4% 11. West Roxbury 0.25% 
12. Allston-Brighton 0.0% 12. Allston-Brighton 0.5% 
13. East Boston 0.0% 13. Outside Boston 0.5% 

STUDENT WAITING LIST 

Reflecting our applicant pool, we have students on our waiting list from various neighborhoods 
throughout the city. The majority of students on our waiting list reside in Dorchester (38%) and 
South Boston (32%). As of July 2004, we had a total of 761 students on our waiting lists for grades 
5-8.  

WAITING LIST 
Allston-Brighton 
Boston 
Charlestown 
Dorchester 
East Boston 
Hyde Park 
Jamaica Plain 
Mattapan 
Roslindale 
Roxbury 
South Boston 
West Roxbury 
Outside Boston 

GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 
1 1 - 3 
5 10 11 17 
3 2 4 7 
66 70 86 93 
- 3 1 3 

10 9 16 6 
2 7 6 2 
4 10 11 7 
5 8 3 7 
10 7 4 12 
44 49 58 66 
- 2 3 3 
1 1 1 1 

TOTAL 
5 
43 
16 

315 
7 
26 
17 
32 
23 
33 

217 
8 
4 

While we would prefer to not lose any students to the city’s exam schools, we are proud of 
the success our 6th grade students have enjoyed in earning acceptance into the city’s exam 
schools, a testament to the especially strong work of our 5th and 6th grade teachers: 

6th Grade Exam School Acceptance Rates 

Total applied 20 21 28 34 
Total accepted 15 17 22 24 

Boston Latin 11 12 12 7 
Latin Academy 4 3 15 15 

O’Bryant School 0 2 5 2 
Acceptance rate 75% 81% 79% 71% 

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 
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From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 

• 
incoming 5th grade class 

th

• 
year for the next five years 

• 
Projected Actual 

�6: 2.5% 4 students (
Grade 6�7: 10% (due to exam schools) 
Grade 7�8: 2.5% 
Grade 8�9: 10% (due to high schools) 10 

�10: 5% 4 of 4 facing retention 
Grade 10�11: 5% 0 students (0%) 
Grade 11�12: 5% 

• 

SBHA will receive at least twice as many applications as spaces available for each 

This year, we received 219 5  grade applications for 66 open seats. 

The total number of applications from outside of South Boston will increase by 10% each 

71% of applications came from outside of South Boston vs. 68% the previous year. 

Maximum year-to-year attrition rates for each grade will remain at or below: 

Grade 5 4.5%) 
12 students (18%) 10 of 12 to exam schools 
1 student (2%) 

students (22%) 7 of 10 to parochial/exam high schools 
Grade 9 4 students (12.5%) 

1 student (4%) 

Daily school attendance rate will not fall below 95% each year 
This year’s school attendance rate was 95%. 

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT 

SBHA works strategically to communicate with parents about their students’ learning, to 
engage parents in the school, and to gather their feedback and input. 
•	 During the school year three family conferences (across all grade levels) are held. 
•	 Families receive four progress reports and four report cards detailing students’ academic 

performance and including written comments. 
•	 The school surveys parents midway through the year and at the end of the year to gather 

feedback on the school’s performance and the fa milies’ experiences.  
•	 The school sends a weekly newsletter and a longer quarterly newsletter, which include 

news of activities, volunteer opportunities, and student achievement highlights. 

We also invite parents to various events such as Times Table Day, the Spelling Bee, Honor 
Roll breakfasts, the Middle School Talent Show, and our Science Fairs. Also, there are a 
number of parent committees that support the school with fundraising, volunteers, and 
social events, such as our annual New Family Dinner (at which returning families welcome 
new families) and New Year’s Family Celebration. Parents work with the school as 
volunteer reading buddies, afterschool activity leaders for such groups as the Choir and 
Dance Club, field trip chaperones, and office assistants. 
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DISCIPLINE 

In any school, it is clear that little academic progress can be made without a real 
commitment to a safe and orderly learning environment. We are happy to report that if 
nothing else, this commitment has continued to be held to the highest standard.  To the best 
of our abilities, we try to ensure that not a single incident passes without consequence, 
fulfilling our school’s motto that for every action, there is a consequence, positive or 
negative. Our Student Code of Conduct clearly spells out all school-related disciplinary 
offenses and their appropriate consequences. It is important that we set academic standards 
and assessments to measure our performance toward those standards. But the truth of the 
matter is that none of these changes will improve academic achievement unless schools are 
safe and orderly places in which teachers can teach and students can learn. 

SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS 

1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 
Enrollment 120 160 200 233 267 338 

Total suspensions 57 38 99 235 201 244 
In-school 15 16 45 122 161 171 
Out-of-school 42 22 54 113 40 73 

Total number of incidents 45 26 73 197 159 211 
Number of different students 29 31 49 89 73 98 

Total days of suspensions 87 71 172 359 252 328 
Total due to in-school 18 31 62 140 141 181 
Total due to out-of-school 69 40 110 219 111 147 

Expulsions 0 0 0 6 1 0 

While the number of days lost to suspension continues to be higher than we would like, we 
see this as an indication of our commitment to a policy of zero tolerance.  We will not let 
unacceptable behavior interfere with learning. We will not allow students who are disruptive 
in class limit the education of others. We are especially fortunate to have a maximum of 22 
students in each class, but we know that it only takes one student to derail the education of 
the other 21. Having set a strong precedent in our first few years, we look forward to a 
reduction in the number of incidents that warrant suspension in the years to come. 
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PROMOTION POLICIES 

The question of promotion is one that challenges every school, at every grade level. At 
South Boston Harbor Academy, we know that neither automatic retention nor automatic 
promotion is the solution for students who do not successfully complete their work.  While 
we will not promote students simply because they are a calendar year older, requiring 
students to repeat the same material over again, or holding back students who have already 
been held back once before, is not the desired outcome either.  Given the importance of the 
decision, our promotion policies are implemented so that students have ample opportunities 
throughout the year to change their fates and the school has enough time to make the 
soundest educational decisions.  

The goal is that all students have the support needed to move forward but in order to move 
forward they also must evidence satisfactory completion of work in their five core courses. 
Therefore, we have carefully planned out a proactive approach for the prevention of 
academic failure through a careful monitoring of student performance over time, starting 
before the first day of class, and continuing with our three tiers of programmatic support. 
We have also carefully planned out a proactive approach for involving students and families 
to ensure student success. 

Provided with the Student Handbook at family orientation each year, parents know the 
criteria for academic promotion—passing all core courses with a 70% or better, with 
summer remediation for students who fail no more than one course.  Knowing the 
expectations, however, is only a piece of the picture. For some students, holding the bar 
high without solid stepladders along the way will not create academic success. 

Students newly entering SBHA are tested in reading, writing, and mathematics, with careful 
review of students’ skills, an integral part of the initial support process. Five hours of added 
instruction in academic skills for all students, morning previewing of materials, and pull-out 
services for some students—all part of the daily 8:00-3:00 PM schedule—are direct and 
immediate responses to students’ academic needs. With the year underway, and these daily 
supports in place, SBHA immediately begins to provide three additional tiers of support. 

The first tier of support involves mandatory homework support for all students. For so 
many students, the piece that leads to academic failure is the lack of satisfactory homework 
completion. Any student who does not complete even one homework assignment must stay 
after school for Homework Club.  Families who choose SBHA for their children realize that 
homework is an important piece of a student’s educational progress, and that after school 
support is a requirement, not an offering. Requiring time and achievement after school is 
one way we can ensure that students do not fall through the cracks or are not “mis
promoted” to the next grade. Due to our clear expectations for homework completion, and 
our consistent implementation of Homework Club for students who fail to meet this 
expectation, on average, more than 90% of students complete every homework assignment 
in every class everyday. 

The next step in the decision-making process, and the implementation of the second tier of 
support, takes place early in the year as we identify those students in danger of failing a 
particular subject. While 8:00 AM-3:00 PM is the average day for most students, 25% of our 
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student body is required to stay as late as 5:00 PM each day to complete their homework or 
receive additional help. We require those students in danger of failing to stay after school 2
5 days per week, 30 minutes to two hours each day, to work on specific content and skills 
with their grade-level teachers.  While all teachers regularly provide tutoring after school, for 
any student in danger of retention, this provision becomes a requirement. Teachers and 
advisors talk with families, and set up a tutoring schedule; many middle school students are 
also provided a one-on-one tutor from the high school.  All of this is done to proactively 
prevent failure and to ensure, to the best of our ability, progress and promotion for all 
students. 

The third step occurs at the end of the first five weeks of school and the issuance of the first 
formal progress report when the school sends home to some students and families a letter 
based on the first weeks of work, indicating that the student will need to attend Saturday 
School at SBHA. Saturday School represents yet another proactive approach during the 
school year to support student achievement and promotion. It is another attempt to avoid 
summer school and retention. Over the year, we offered 25 Saturday school sessions and 
students were invited in every 4-5 weeks based upon current academic performance. 

Saturday School, led by grade-level teachers, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM every Saturday, provides 
structured time during which students organize their weekly materials, complete required 
reading, and receive support in the improvement and completion of da ily assignments.  
Students also have the opportunity to improve grades on weekly assignments and 
assessments.  It is the school’s hope that by identifying early on students in danger of failing, 
and targeting individual solutions to individual problems, students can avoid spending their 
summer in school, and/or repeating the current grade next year. 

Soon after the issuance of each progress report and report card, families of Saturday School 
students are again contacted regarding their child’s progress. Students are notified whether 
they are required to continue attending Saturday School, or congratulated on the progress 
they have made since mid-year. Additionally, any other students now in academic danger are 
also invited into Saturday School. 

In 2003-04, there were 100 students (out of 338, or 30% of the school) who were failing at 
least one class and subsequently attended at least one session of Saturday School. Of those 
100 students: 

•	 58 passed all of their classes by the end of the year; 
•	 16 passed all but one of their classes by the end of the year, necessitating their 

participation in a summer program; and 
•	 26 failed two or more classes necessitating their retention into their current grade. 

We wish that we could say that the programmatic attention to students built into the regular 
school day of 8:00 AM-3:00 PM, the after school Homework Club and tutoring required 
from 3:00 PM-5:00 PM, and the Saturday School program running 9:00 AM-1:00 PM, were 
sufficient to allow all students to progress during the regular academic year.  However, for 
some students, the challenge remains, as does the requirement to show sufficient skill and 
knowledge in all subject areas to warrant promotion. 
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For those students who were at risk of not passing one course late in the year, despite the 
three tiers of support, SBHA provided families with resources in the local community 
offering summer remediation and tutoring. Some SBHA teachers were also available for 
individualized tutoring. These students had to attend an approved summer school or 
tutoring program, and then had to pass an SBHA teacher-created minimum competency 
exam(s) in order to be promoted to the next grade. If a student fails to meet either of these 
requirements, he or she will be retained in his or her current grade.  Students who fail four 
or more core classes (or who miss 10% of the school year) will also be retained. 

By the end of the 2003-04 year, 22 students were required to attend a summer program and 
pass an SBHA created minimum competency exam. Assuming that all of our students pass 
their end-of-summer assessment exams, and all retained students return for the new school 
year, 30 students will be retained into their current grades. 

SUMMER SCHOOL/RETENTION 

AFTER AFTER AFTER 

SUMMER 
SCHOOL 

reason classes 
failed 1 core class failed 1 core class 

total students 23 (9.9%) 18 (7%) 

grade 5 0 2 0 
6 6 5 4 
7 3 4 1 
8 4 2 7 
9 8 2 4 

10 2 1 2 
11 2 4 
12 0 

RETENTION 
reason 

summ. sch., or 
absent >10% of yr. 

fail 2+ classes, fail 
summ. sch., or 
absent >10% of yr. 

fail 2+ classes, fail 
summ. sch., or 

the year 

total students 14 (6%) 12 (4.5%) 30 (8.9%) 

grade 5 0 0 1 
6 0 1 2 
7 5 2 7 
8 2 2 8 
9 5 3 9 

10 2 2 0 
11 2 3 
12 0 

2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 

failed 1-2 core 

22 (6.5%) 

fail 3+ classes, fail 

absent >15 days of 
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STAFF PROFILE 

School Leadership 
During the 2003-04 school year SBHA has been led by Co-Founder and Executive Director 
Brett Peiser and Principal Susan Walsh.  As Executive Director Brett Peiser manages the 
school’s purchase and move to a permanent facility and works with the Board on 
fundraising, finance, strategic planning, and other key organizational issues.  Susan Walsh 
leads the teaching staff and manages the educational program to ensure that SBHA offers an 
exceptional academic program to its students.  Tobey Jackson and Eileen Callahan, both 
founding teachers at SBHA, continued in their roles as Middle School Director and High 
School Director, respectively. This exceptional team has guided SBHA through another 
very successful year. 

Beginning in 2004-05, Tobey Jackson, Founding Science Chair, and Emily Cox, Founding 
French Chair, will assume the roles of Middle School Principal and High School Principal 
respectively. In addition, SBHA has revived its role of Dean of Curriculum and Assessment 
– originally held by Principal Susan Walsh who will be leaving SBHA to run a charter school 
start-up program – and created the role of Dean of Administration to help meet the school’s 
growing administrative needs. 

Teacher Applications and Positions 
We received over 1000 applications for 13 open positions in the English, Math, History, 
Science, French, and Special Education departments, an average of nearly 80 applications per 
open position. 

For 2003-04 there were 32 full-time teachers: 
•	 5 History 
•	 5 Science 
•	 5 Math 
•	 7 English 
•	 4 Special Needs 
•	 3 French 
•	 1 Art 
•	 1 Phys Ed/Health 
•	 1 Computer 

Faculty Background and Qualifications 
•	 92% are Highly Qualified under No Child Left Behind guidelines 
•	 Teaching staff has an average of 5 years of experience 
•	 Average number of years of service at SBHA is 3+ years (in 6 years we’ve been 

open) 
•	 47% have Master’s Degrees and 7% are actively working towards their Master’s 

Degree 
•	 43% hold MA certification, 53% hold certification from MA or some other state 
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Faculty Turnover 
For 2004-05, we have 25 teachers returning, and will be adding 13 new, full-time teachers as 
a result of expansion of the school from 338 students to 365 students, internal movement of 
teachers to administrative roles, and faculty turnover. 

In 2004-05, of the 8 original founding teachers, two will be serving as our Middle and High 
School Principals, one is Co-Chair of the Math Department, one is Principal of our sister 
school, Edward Brooke Charter School, one is Principal of Excel Academy Charter School, 
and one recently completed her 6th year with us first as our Founding History Teacher and 
then as our High School Director. 

Reasons for departures 
2003-04 Teacher Q History Teacher Moved out of state 4 years 

Teacher R Math Teacher Mutual decision 1 year 
Teacher S Math Teacher Leaving to teach at 1 year 

independent, private 
school 

Teacher T French Teacher Contract not renewed 1 year 
Teacher U English Teacher Mutual decision 1 year 
Teacher V Special Education Teacher Leaving to attend graduate 1 year 

school 
Teacher W English Teacher Leaving to teach at 2 years 

suburban school 

From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 

• The school will demonstrate low to no staff turnover from year to year 

• SBHA will develop and implement a new, formal teacher and administrator evaluation 
plan 

by the Middle School and High School Directors’ constant work with teachers each and every day. 

Seven teachers out of 32 will not be returning for the new school year. 

Continuing the process we revised in 2002-03, all teachers received a comprehensive and detailed 
written mid-year narrative that addressed the five primary professional roles all teachers carry at 
SBHA: that of classroom teacher, advisor, grade-level team member, department colleague, 
and afterschool leader. The narrative was informed by the Principal’s frequent classroom visits, as well as 

Each teacher met with the Principal mid-year to discuss the points raised in the narrative and to identify 
specific goals towards w hich to work as the year progressed.  Each meeting was followed up by a written 
bulleted list of the goals identified during the mid-year review, written by the Principal and shared with 
the individual teacher along with the Middle and High School Directors.  In mid-May all teachers met 
once again with the Principal to review progress since the mid-year review. 
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Professional Development 

Summer Programming 
Prior to the start the new school year, we hold orientation and professional development – 
two weeks for new staff and one week for returning staff – that includes a history of SBHA, 
its mission and philosophy, and its programs and policies. There is a strong focus on 
curriculum development and alignment of curriculum with the Massachusetts Curriculum 
Frameworks. As technology is used extensively to support student accountability and thus 
student performance, staff reviews the use of technology as a professional working tool. 
New teachers also meet with veteran mentor teachers daily to fully understand the 
expectations of professional life at SBHA. 

Training During the School Year 
Eight professional development days focus on alignment of curriculum and internal 
assessments with state assessments, ongoing lesson planning within departments, and 
strategic planning for improving grade-level academic and behavioral performance.  A 
number of the professional development days incorporated visits to other high-performing 
schools in the area, including Academy of the Pacific Rim Charter School, the Patrick 
O’Hearn Elementary School, and Roxbury Preparatory Charter School.  There is also 
ongoing curriculum development and collaboration with Edward Brooke Charter School, 
our sister school, to improve student performance in core content areas. 

Professional Development Expectations 
With the guidance and support of the Principal and Middle and High School Directors, 
teachers are encouraged and expected to attend meaningful conferences, seminars, and 
workshops in their particular content areas. Teachers also have their own annual, 
professional development budgets to take a class – either during the year or during the 
summer – at a substantially subsidized rate.  Most importantly, teachers are expected to 
make frequent visits during the year to other charter and other public schools serving urban 
students. 

Individual Teacher Professional Development this year included: 

� College Board Summer Institute on College Admissions 
� Screening of “Let’s Get Real,” a documentary addressing bullying in middle and high 

schools, followed by lecture and group discussion 
� “Strengthening Your Inclusive Classroom: Strategies That Work” conference 
� “Language Based Learning Disabilities:  Identification, Implications, and Intervention” 

workshop 
� Thermal Energy workshop sponsored by the National Foundation for Energy Education 
� Space Academy for Educators summer program 
� Mount Vernon Summer Institute, to study George Washington 
� Massachusetts Charter School Association Fellowship award and program 
� Project for School Innovation, book and video preparation and presentations 
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2003-04 SBHA Administration, Faculty, and Staff 

Rebecca Ashley 
English Teacher 

B.A., Stonehill College 

Rebecca Ashley joined SBHA this year as a high 
Previously, she had taught at 

Jenna Bartlett 
History Teacher 

B.A., Dickinson College 

Jenna Bartlett, History Teacher, joined SBHA in 2002 
after spending the previous three years teaching History at 

Ms. 
Bartlett also spent a year teaching ESL in Japan. 

Joshua Cabral 
French Teacher/College Counselor 

Amherst 

Joshua Cabral, French Teacher and College 

at Falmouth Academy for four years. Mr. Cabral has 
taught and studied in France and has a working 
knowledge of Spanish and Dutch. 

Eileen Callahan Eileen Callahan is a Founding History Teacher, 

school English Teacher.  
Mount Saint Joseph Academy for five years. 

M.A., University of Massachusetts-Boston 

the Metropolitan Treatment Center in Roslindale.  

B.A., University of Massachusetts-

Counselor, previously taught French, Italian, and Drama 

High School Director/History Chair History Chair, and SBHA’s High School Director. Prior 
to helping found SBHA, Ms. Callahan taught high school 

B.A., M.A., Fordham University Social Studies in New York City for five years, where she 
M.A., Harvard University also served as her department’s chairperson.  

Rodney Coleman 
Health & Physical Education Teacher 

B.A., Providence College 

Rodney Coleman begins his second year as the 
Middle School Health and Physical Education Teacher. 

Charter School. 

Mr. Coleman spent a year teaching K-5 Physical 
Education in Milton Public Schools and also worked as a 
teacher and teaching assistant at Health Careers Academy 

Megan Coles joins SBHA from the Kennedy School Megan Coles 
Director of Strategic Development 

B.A., Georgetown University 
M.A., Harvard University 

of Government where she graduated with a Masters in 
Public Policy. Ms. Coles previously worked as Program 
Officer for the Tiger Foundation and as Associate in J.P. 
Morgan’s Community Relations and Philanthropic 
Services department in New York City. She has also 
spent a summer teaching English in Costa Rica. 

Sheila Connors 
History Teacher 

B.A., M.A., Villanova University 

Sheila Connors, who teaches History, has also 
coached the soccer and softball teams, and directed the 
school spirit squad. 
Studies in Charlotte, North Carolina and Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

Ms. Connors has also taught Social 
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Stephen Costello 
Math Teacher 

B.A., Georgetown University 

Stephen Costello, who teaches Math, spent 10 years 
working as a research analyst in molecular biology with 
Massachusetts General Hospital, the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, and University of 
Massachusetts Medical School. He has been a Math 
teacher at SBHA for three years. 

Emily Cox 
French Chair 

B.A., Dickinson College 

SBHA after teaching several different levels of French for 
three years in Baltimore, Maryland. In addition to her 
position as French Chair, Ms. Cox has served as coach of 
the girls’ basketball team and continues to serve as the 

Nadia Cyprien 
English/Special Needs Teacher 

M.A., Cambridge College 

Nadia Cyprien, who teaches English and Special 
Needs, has also taught at the Manville School in Boston. 

mentoring afterschool programs, including at the Boston 
Learning Center in Dorchester. She helps organize the 
Spirit Committee, and Ski and Dance Clubs. 

Rosemary Delaney 

B.A., Bowdoin College 
M.B.A., Boston University 
M.Ed., Harvard University 

Rosemary Delaney, Math teacher, spent the past 15 
years in the financial industry. She has also worked as a 
Math tutor at South Boston Neighborhood House for 

Basketball League for the past 6 years, and has coached 
CYO soccer. 

Michael Eder 
Art Teacher 

B.A., Rhode Island School of Design 
M. A., Massachusetts College of Art 

who has also taught Art in an afterschool program 
through Massachusetts College of Art. Besides teaching 
drawing, painting, and sculpture, he also runs the SBHA 
Art Club. Previously, Mr. Eder taught Art to high school 

Kim Everett 
History Teacher/Advisory Coordinator 

B.A., Haverford College 
M.A., College of New Jersey 

Kim Everett, History Teacher and coach of the girls’ 
basketball team, previously taught English and Social 

years. Ms. Everett also worked as an ESL instructor both 
at Roxbury Community College and in Namibia, Africa. 

Laura Farraher 
English Teacher 

Laura Farraher joined SBHA as an English Teacher in 
2002. Previously, for five years she taught English and 
served as Assistant Director of Page Private School in 
Beverly Hills. Ms. Farraher also runs the SBHA 
Gymnastics Club. 

Emily Cox is a Founding French Teacher and came to 

high school yearbook advisor. 

B.A., University of Massachusetts-Boston 
Previously, Ms. Cyprien coordinated tutoring and 

Math Teacher 

the past 5 years, coached in the Boston Neighborhood 

Michael Eder, Art teacher, is an accomplished artist 

students in New Orleans, Louisiana.  

Studies at the Tobin Community Middle School for five 

B.A., University of Maine - Orono 
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Peter Ferrara 
Dean of Students 

B.A., University of Massachusetts 

Peter Ferrara, Dean of Students, also coordinates the 
school’s athletics program as well as Saturday School. He 
has taught English at SBHA, and spent 11 years teaching 
at St. Peter’s School in South Boston. 

Scott Given 
History Teacher 

Scott Given joined SBHA this year as a History 
Fellow. 

Mr. Given 
also has experience working in investment banking in 

Washington, DC. 

Shawn Gorman 
French Teacher 

B.A., University of Oregon 
M.A., Ohio State University 

Ph.D., Boston University 

Shawn Gorman joined SBHA this year as a French 
Teacher having previously taught at the high school level 

Boston. He also has experience teaching at the university 
level. 

Donna Grassa 

M.A., Eastern Nazarene College 

B.A., Dartmouth College 

Previously, he worked at The Parthenon Group, 
a Boston-based management consulting firm.  

New York City and as a Congressional Aide in 

in France as well as English as a Second Language in 

Donna Grassa provides assistance in our front office. 
She brings many years of experience, having managed her 
own business for 10 years, as well as having worked for 
several years in the financial industry. 

Deborah Green 
Program Director 

B.A., Dartmouth College 
M.A., Syracuse University 

Deborah Green joined SBHA this year to direct the 

relations program. Prior to this, Ms. Green was a 
Consultant for the District of Columbia Public Schools in 
Washington, D.C., the Development Assistant at Good 
Shepherd Services in NYC, and a tutor at the Maya 

Colleen Griffin 
Math Teacher 

B. A., Fairfield University 
M.A., Columbia University Teachers 

College 

Colleen Griffin, Math Teacher, has spent 3 years 
teaching Math in North Carolina, and has worked in a 

Operations Coordinator and Corp Member Advisor in 
Texas, and as a Company Director in Cambridge. 

Bridget Hanus 
Special Education Teacher 

B.S., University of Wisconsin 

Bridget Hanus, Special Education Teacher, joins us 

the Wisconsin Early Autism Project. She has also worked 
as a mentor and as a Head Start Teacher. 

school’s family, student activities, and community 

Angelou Public Charter School. 

number of capacities for Teach for America—as an 

from Wisconsin, where she worked as a Lead Therapist in 

Moreen Hernon joined SBHA as a Teaching Assistant 
after working most recently at St. Margaret’s School in 
Dorchester as Extended Day Coordinator. Ms. Hernon 
has also worked at Marion Manor Nursing Home and Bay 
Cove Human Services. 

Office Assistant 

Moreen Hernon 
Teaching Assistant 

B.A., University of Southern Maine 
(coursework) 
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 Tobey Jackson 

B.A., Brown University 
M.A., Harvard University

 Tobey Jackson is a Founding Science Teacher, 
Science Chair, and SBHA’s Middle School Director. Mr. 
Jackson taught Science for six years at schools in New 

Community Service in Boston Mr. Jackson runs the 

the soccer team. 

Middle School Director/Science Chair 

Jersey and Maryland, and worked at the Joint Action for 

Middle School Science Project program and co-coaches 

Tina Kalke, English Teacher, joined SBHA in 2002 Christina Kalke

English Teacher


B.A., Colby College 

Nathan Kuder Nathan Kuder, History Teacher, joined SBHA this 
History Teacher 

Diane Keough 
School Nurse 

College 
B.S., University of Massachusetts (current) 

Diane Keough joined SBHA this year as the School 
Nurse. She has been in nursing for over 25 years and has 
been a school nurse for five years. Previously she worked 

five local schools. 
A.D., RN, Massachusetts Bay Community at the Boston Health Commission with responsibility for 

B.S., Springfield College

B.A., Eastern Nazarene College


Elaine Maher 

Michael Lynch 

Computer Teacher 

B.S., Boston University 
(current) 

Michael Lynch provides networking and PC support 
for the school, as well as teaches Computer Class. Mr. 
Lynch had been a Helpdesk Specialist at CRS Retail 

at Boston University. 

Technology Coordinator/ 

Systems for a year, and is majoring in Computer Science 

Math Teacher 

B.A., Haverford College

M.Ed., Harvard University


after spending the prior four years teaching middle school 
English, History, and self-contained classes at 
International Christian School in San Francisco. Ms. 
Kalke also served as Head of the Middle School. 

year after having taught Social Studies in Maryland for a 
year. Mr. Kuder has also worked as a tutor and has 
volunteered as a Big Brother. An accomplished Viola 
player, Mr. Kuder has also taught Viola to students for 
the past few years.

Elaine Maher, Math Teacher, taught Math for the 
Ingenuity Project in Baltimore, MD for 2 years, 
organizing and establishing curriculum for advanced 
Middle School students. Ms. Maher has also taught 
Algebra and Singapore Math to 6th and 7th graders, and 
has served as a Team Leader for Teach for America. 

Tharon Mayes 
Physical Education Teacher Education Teacher.  He teaches Physical Education at the 

high school level. 
B.A., Florida State 

Tharon Mayes joined SBHA this year as a Physical 
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 Jennifer Mercury Jennifer Mercury, Science Teacher, joined SBHA after 
Science Teacher teaching Middle School Science in Chelsea Public Schools 

for a year. Ms. Mercury has also volunteered as a tutor at 
B.S., Marist College	 English High School through Boston Partners in 

Education while working as a Research Assistant at MGH 
Shriner’s Hospital. 

Administrative Assistant/Art Teacher 

B.A., Suffolk University 

Jaime Montesano joined SBHA after earning her 
degree and spending four years working as assistant to 
accounts payable, legal secretary, and main receptionist at 
a Boston law office. 
provides dramatic and dance instruction in our high 
school. 

Sarah Morland 
Science Teacher 

B.A., Dartmouth College 

Sarah Morland, Science Teacher, taught Middle 
School Science in Reading, MA for 2 years and at the 

She has also been 

Kate Murray 

B.S., University of North Carolina 
M.A., Columbia University 

science at Landmark High School in New York City. Ms. 
Murray also directed an afterschool program in North 
Carolina and led science workshops at a science museum 
camp. 

Kim Noseworthy 

B.A., Curry College 

Kim Noseworthy joined SBHA this year. Previously, 
she worked at North Shore Music Theater in both Group 
Sales and the Education Department, where she did 
choreography work for summer education workshops. 

English Teacher/Student Support 

B.A. Brandeis University 

Sarah Novacich provides English instruction and 
Student Support in our Middle School. Ms. Novacich 
joined us this year after having begun her educational 
career in Platttsburgh, NY. 
and Latin, she has also studied at Sarah Lawrence College 
in Paris. 

Maureen O’Grady 
Executive Assistant 

B.S., Bridgewater State College 

Maureen O’Grady is our Executive Assistant, 

school. Before coming to SBHA, Ms. O’Grady was the 
Student Account Manager at Katherine Gibbs Business 
School in Boston. 

Jaime Montesano 

She performs in regional theatre, and 

Kent School in Connecticut for 1 year.  
a camp-in instructor for 3 years at the Museum of Science. 

Math Co-Chair/Science Teacher 
Kate Murray, who teaches Physics and Chemistry and 

serves as Math Co-Chair, has also taught math and 

Administrative Assistant 

Sarah Novacich 

Proficient in French, Spanish, 

providing continuous administrative support to the high 
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Brett Peiser 
Founder/Executive Director 

B.A., Brown University 
M.A., Harvard University 

Mr. 
Peiser spent several years teaching History in Brooklyn, 
New York, where he also founded an afterschool 
basketball program. 
in Education
choice in Massachusetts. 

Dara Ratchford 

Brett Peiser is a Founder and Executive Director of 
SBHA, and served as Principal from 1998-2002.  

Mr. Peiser co-authored Competition 
, a study of the impact of interdistrict school 

Dara Ratchford is Math Co-Chair and a Founding 
Math Co-Chair/Math Teacher 

B.A., Wheaton College

M.A., Simmons College


Colleen Sheehy Colleen Sheehy, English teacher, joined SBHA in 
English Teacher 

Allison Roach 
Science Teacher 

B.S., Syracuse University 
M.A., Columbia University 

Allison Roach joined SBHA in 2002 after having 

Renaissance Charter School. Ms. Roach has also worked 
as a research assistant at a children’s cancer research lab in 
New York. 

spent the previous year teaching science at Boston 

B.A., M.A., Boston College 

Mark Taylor

English Teacher


Kathleen Sullivan 
English Teacher/Library Coordinator 

B.A., Williams College 

Kathleen Sullivan teaches English and coordinates 
our Middle School Library. She spent a year studying 
Anthropology in New York City, has taught 9th grade 
English in Mississippi, and tutored and mentored 

M.A., University of Mississippi students in a farm worker community in Florida.  

B.A., Boston University

M.A., The American University in Cairo


Teacher at SBHA. Prior to coming to SBHA, Ms. 
Ratchford taught the fourth grade at the Warren-Prescott 
Elementary School in Charlestown. 

2002 and spent the previous two years teaching fourth 
grade at St. Brigid’s School while she simultaneously 
earned her Master’s degree in curriculum and instruction. 

Mark Taylor joined SBHA in 2002 after having spent 
the previous two years teaching Humanities in Maryland, 
two years teaching English in Michigan, and two years 
teaching English and ESL in Pakistan and Egypt. 

Susan Tevnan 
Business Manager 

B.A., Suffolk University 
M.A., Bentley College 

Susan Tevnan, CPA, joined SBHA this year as the 
school’s Business Manager. Prior to joining SBHA, 

services to individuals and privately held companies in 
various industries. 

Kelley Turner 
Special Education Teacher 

B.A., Texas A & M University 

Education Teacher having previously taught in Irving, 
Texas for two years. She taught Special Education and 
Content Mastery and also coached volleyball, basketball, 
and track and field. 

she spent over fifteen years in public accounting 
providing audit, financial statement, tax, and consulting 

Kelley Turner joined SBHA this year as a Special 
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Beverly Vieira Beverly Vieira is a Special Needs Teacher focusing 
primarily on English. She also teaches 5th grade English. 
Prior to joining the school, Ms. Vieira worked for three 

Susan Walsh 

English and Special Needs Teacher 

B.S., University of Massachusetts-Boston years in Fall River Public Schools. 

Principal 

B.A., M.A., University of 
Massachusetts-Boston 

Susan Walsh is SBHA’s Principal, having previously 
served as the school’s Curriculum Coordinator and an 
English teacher. Before joining SBHA, Ms. Walsh was 
Curriculum Coordinator and founding English 
teacher/counselor at Lowell Middlesex Academy Charter 
School for six years. She also has taught Composition 
and Literature at UMass-Boston since 1992.  

Jim White 
Science Teacher 

Jim White, one of our Science teachers, spent three 
years teaching middle school math and science at Boston 
Renaissance Charter School prior to joining SBHA. Mr. 
White has completed graduate courses in InorganicB.S., University of Massachusetts-Amherst 
Materials Chemistry at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 
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FINANCIAL PROFILE 

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 
FY05 Budget 

FY 04 
Year to Date FY 05 
June 30, 2004 Budget 
(Unaudited) as of 6/30/04 

360 Students 
$ 9,590 Tuition Rate 

REVENUES 
Per Pupil Tuition Payments 3,240,078 3,452,400 
Fundraising - Restricted 13,260 50,000 
Fundraising - Unrestricted 377,358 200,000 
Student Fundraising 48,297 10,000 
State/Federal Restricted Funds 257,851 208,849 
Student Payments/Fees 103,745 50,000 
Interest/Other 10,502 10,000 
Sub-total: 4,051,091 3,981,249 

EXPENSES 
Compensation & Benefits

 Salaries 
Administrators 590,025 663,675 
Teachers 1,319,403 1,557,968 
Saturday School/Summer 22,575 15,000 
Support staff 53,475 67,244 
Facility - 30,000 
Summer - 12,500 
Bonuses 36,250 30,000 
sub-total Salaries: 2,021,728 2,376,387

 Taxes & Benefits 
Payroll taxes 61,995 95,055 
Benefits 84,865 115,000 
Payroll service 3,152 2,400 
sub-total Taxes & Benefits: 150,012 212,455

 Total Compensation & Benefits & Taxes 2,171,740 2,588,842 
Program Equipment & Technology 

Office/classroom furniture 10,483 20,000 
Office/classroom technology 30,005 30,000 
sub-total: 40,488 50,000 

Facility 
Rent 580,000 391,280 
Operating costs 146,622 144,000 
Repair/renovation 28,141 30,000 
sub-total: 754,763 565,280 

Services & Contracts 
Accounting/legal 40,690 45,000 
Insurance 50,777 57,706 
Special needs program 56,778 43,959 
Student transportation 17,127 10,000 
Food service 70,713 70,566 
sub-total: 236,085 227,230 

Program Development & Support 
Program expenses 40,426 47,200 
Student/staff recruitment 14,693 15,000 
Marketing/development 5,022 10,000 
General administrative 87,989 88,400 
Professional development 13,507 15,000 
Travel/staff activities/food 17,571 14,100 
Afterschool/summer/athletics 11,519 15,000 
Student activities 146,705 75,000 
Grant expenses 10,472 38,000 
sub-total: 347,904 317,700 

Total Operating Expenses 3,550,980 3,749,053 
Depreciation 24,614 30,000 
Contingency Expenses - 171,289 
Total Revenues 4,051,091 3,981,249 
Total Expenses 3,575,594 3,950,342

 Surplus/(Deficits) $ 475,497 $ 30,907 
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South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 
Statement of Net Assets 

June 30, 2004 
(Unaudited)

 Assets 
Current Assets: 

Cash and cash equivalent  $ 1,376,590 
Short-term investments -
Accounts receivable  87,832 
Prepaid expenses  25,198 

Total Current Assets  1,489,620 

Property & Equipment, Net 
Building and repairs  38,307 
Furniture and equipment  261,655 
Textbooks/Instruction/Library  76,094 
     Sub-total  376,056 
Less accumulated depreciation  (243,313)
     Property & Equipment, Net  132,743 

Non-Current Assets: 
Due from Foundation  140,847 
Restricted cash and cash equivalent -
Security deposit  17,680 

Total Non-Current Assets  158,527 

Total Assets  $ 1,780,890 

Liabilities and Net Assets 
Current Liabilities: 

Accounts payable  $ 41,462 
Accrued expenses -
Deferred revenue  89,151 
Payroll liability  206,648 
Notes payable - current portion -

Total Current Liabilities  337,261 

Non-Current Liabilities: 
Notes payable -
Long-term liabilities -
      Total Non-Current Liabilities -

Net Assets: 
Investment in capital assets -
Restricted/Unrestricted  968,132 
Net income from operation  475,497 

Total Net Assets  1,443,629 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $ 1,780,890 
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From SBHA’s Accountability Plan: 

• The ratio of current assets to current liabilities will remain at or above 4 

• 
a minimum of 3 

months. 

• Combined fundraising of the school and its associated foundation will be minimum 

• 

Including rent, we were projecting to spend 

FY02 ratio was 6.10 (see chart below).  Additionally, ratio of debt to equity was .16. 

The number of months SBHA could operate solely from its unrestricted net assets will be 

As of the end of FY03, SBHA could operate from its unrestricted net assets for a period of 4.74 

$200,000 per year 

Combine fundraising this year was over $860,000. 

SBHA will not exceed annual per pupil expenditures by more than $1,000 per student 

As of June 30, 2004, we were expecting to receive $3,497,929 in per pupil tuition payments and entitlement 
grants for 338 students –  $10,349 per student. We were projecting to spend – for general operating expenses, not 
including rent – $2,970,980, for an average of $8,789 per student.  
$3,550,980, for an average of $10,506 per student. 

FINANCIAL RATIOS


FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY 03 

Current Ratio 4.97 9.43 10.82 9.22 6.10 
Compares current assets to current liabilities 

Debt to Equity .25 .08 .08 .11 .16 

Number of Months 3.71 4.14 5.69 5.55 4.74 
How many months SBHA could operate solely from its unrestricted net assets 

Compares total liabilities to total net assets 
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DISSEMINATION 

Increasingly, SBHA has become a leader and source of guidance to other schools in the state and 
region. One of the three key objectives highlighted in our recently finalized 2004 strategic plan is 
our goal of sharing our work with others. To that end, school leaders – with the strategic advice of 
our Board of Trustees – are undertaking a strategic planning process to explore the opportunity to 
develop a network of charter schools. With grant funding from the Walton Family Foundation, 
SBHA plans to develop a strategy to guide our work in the areas of replication and dissemination. 
Both Brett Peiser, Executive Director of SBHA, and Jon Clark, Principal of Edward Brooke Charter 
School, are committed to developing and taking advantage of the power of an expanded network of 
schools in order to increase school choice options for families and to impact the direction of 
education reform. We are energized by the opportunity. 

The founding of Edward Brooke Charter School is the largest scale replication project we have led. 
SBHA’s leaders founded the Edward Brooke Charter School to expand on the success of SBHA by 
replicating its model.  Led by Principal Jon Clark, SBHA’s Founding Math Department Chair, the 
school currently enrolls 160 students in grades 5 and 6 and will eventually become a full middle 
school, grades 5-8, educating over 300 students.  

We also serve as mentor and consultant to other school founders.  For example, other charter 
school founders have spent multi-week residencies at SBHA, and at least on a weekly basis, a charter 
school leader contacts Executive Director and Founder Brett Peiser for advice on topics ranging 
from payroll to professional development. Further we are frequently hosting other schools and 
potential school leaders for school visits. Our wide variety of visitors this year has included: 
Building Excellent Schools Fellows, Chicago Public Schools Office of Small Schools, Edward 
Brooke Charter School, Excel Academy Charter School, Mastery Charter High School (Philadelphia, 
PA), North Star Academy Charter School (Newark, NJ), and Pacific Collegiate Charter School 
(Santa Cruz, CA). 

For the fourth year in a row, SBHA, along with two other charter schools, spearheaded the Annual 
Boston Charter School Showcase of Schools, held in February 2004 at the University of 
Massachusetts-Boston.  All Boston area charter schools were present with staff, teacher, and student 
representatives. The Showcase provided nearly 500 families a single forum to learn about all of the 
Boston area charter schools, and charter schools in general. 

And last year, SBHA joined the Project for School Innovation (PSI) network, working with other 
public charter and district public schools to share and disseminate best practices, including SBHA’s 
comprehensive afterschool programming and support structures. SBHA’s work in disseminating 
best practices in the area of afterschool programming continues this year.  The work is highlighted 
in a book recently released by PSI and an upcoming PSI video. 

Finally, as a Vanguard School selected by Mass Insight Education, we have documented our 
achievements in math instruction, as well as our comprehensive student support systems. 
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Copy of No Child Left Behind Report Card Sent to SBHA Families 

***** 

May 15, 2004 

Dear SBHA Family: 

On January 8, 2002, President Bush signed the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 into law. The law 
calls for sweeping changes in public education.  Among these is a new federal requirement that all 
states and school districts in receipt of Title I assistance must, by 2003, issue annual “report cards” 
to parents. The purpose of the report card is to give pa rents information about their child’s school 
in terms of academic achievement and the professional qualifications of its teachers. By making this 
information available each year, parents learn how their school is doing, what its goals are, and how 
they can work more effectively with teachers and administrators.  

Attached is our school’s second “report card.” The information is divided into three parts: 

Part I: Teacher Qualifications

Part II: School Achievement in Mathematics and Reading

Part III: School Performance Rating


Part I provides information about the qualifications of the teachers on our faculty. Teachers in 
charter schools are required to demonstrate subject matter competency in the core subjects they 
teach. Therefore, we indicate to you in the Report Card that 88.56% of our classes are taught by 
teachers who are highly qualified in core academic areas such as mathematics, science, reading, 
history, English Language Arts, French, and art. No Child Left Behind requires that all teachers be 
highly qualified by the end of the 2005-2006 school year, and thus what you will see in the 
percentage is how close our school is in fully complying with this deadline. SBHA teachers 
remain committed to fulfilling our school’s mission, to prepare each student for college. 

No Child Left Behind requires that test results for reading and mathematics be reported annually. The 
information in Part II summarizes how we did on the last round of MCAS examinations. The data 
are broken down by grade level, subject area, and the performance of different subgroups, or 
learning populations in the school such as limited English proficient students or students with 
disabilities. This information is similar to what you received about your child’s MCAS scores in 
November.  Now these data have been added together to provide a snapshot of how the students in 
our school have performed as a whole. SBHA students continue to outperform their 
counterparts in the state in each subject area at all grade levels. 

Part III provides information about how well our school is doing relative to its performance in past 
years and relative to its goal of proficiency for all students by 2014. The “Proficiency Index” (PI) 
scores for Mathematics and English Language Arts are part of Massachusetts’ School Performance 
Ratings system. This system has been set up to comply with the accountability provisions of No 
Child Left Behind which require, among other things, that each school make adequate yearly progress 
(AYP) toward meeting a national goal of all students being “proficient” in mathematics and English 
by the year 2013-14.  The Proficiency scores and AYP ratings in the student achievement data are 
meant to signal whether or not our school is on target to meet this goal or whether it has fallen 
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behind and is “in need of improvement.” SBHA is on target, continues to make AYP, and is 
well on its way of meeting its target goal of all students being “proficient” by 2013-14. 

This school report card is designed to help you be an informed consumer.  In closing, please know 
that we are prepared to help you further should you have more questions about what this report 
card means and how you can use it to help your child grow stronger academically. Please feel free to 
call me directly if I can be of additional assistance to you. 

Respectfully, 

Susan L. Walsh, Principal 
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South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School would like to thank the trustees, parents, students, 
faculty, and staff, for their help in providing all of the information in this Annual Report. Copies of 
the Annual Report are available at: 

South Boston Harbor Academy Charter School 
7 Elkins Street 
South Boston, MA 02127 
Tel. 617-269-7557 
Fax 617-269-7553 
http://www.sbha.org 

Brett Peiser, Founder and Executive Director 
Susan Fortin, Founder and Chairperson, Board of Trustees 
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