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Letter from the Chair 
      In 2005-2006, the Neighborhood House Charter School has taken a significant step in 
its growth by opening its doors to a larger number of Boston children and their families.  
On January 5, 2006, we moved into the new Charles C. Cabot, Jr. Building at 21 Queen 
Street in Dorchester, a state of the art teaching facility on four acres of land.  In 
anticipation of this move, we increased our enrollment in the fall from 242 to 330 
students, and plan to increase our enrollment to 400 students over the next two years.  
With over 2000 students on our waiting list, the expansion was sorely needed.  We held a 
ribbon cutting ceremony on January 19, hosting local politicians, families and friends.  
The teachers, students, and families feel very privileged to be in the new facility.     

   Neighborhood House Charter School also celebrated its tenth anniversary this year with 
a gala at the John F. Kennedy library in Dorchester.  Each year that we have been in 
existence, we have worked very hard to achieve our goal of academic excellence.  Based 
on both internal and external assessments, NHCS students are succeeding in meeting 
academic goals. This year, our new Accountability Plan sets higher goals for academic 
performance and we are off to an excellent start towards meeting those goals.  The 
literacy program continues to flourish, with the support of the Reading First grant.  
NHCS also continues to strengthen its math program, with a Math Task Force identifying 
and supporting pedagogical changes.  Students receive an excellent education in social 
studies, science, technology and Spanish.  The active arts group offers a rich array of 
experiences in art, music and creative writing. 

     The school continues to expand its impressive array of full service opportunities for its 
families, offering strong academic after-school and summer programs to its students, 
while providing a wide variety of extracurricular, social and health services to students 
and their families. The school also fulfills its mandate to disseminate effective 
educational practices to other public schools through the Project for School Innovation 
(PSI) program. Now in its seventh year of operation, this innovative school reform 
program is growing rapidly. 

     All of our progress and growth would not be possible without the efforts, generosity 
and expertise of many.  I would like to thank my fellow Trustees, Headmaster Kevin 
Andrews, and the teachers, parents, supporters and community partners of our school for 
helping us reach so many educational and operational milestones this past year.   

Sincerely, 

Sherry Leventhal 
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Executive Summary{ XE "Executive Summary" } 
Founded in 1995, the Neighborhood House Charter School (NHCS) aims to offer a quality education to a 

diverse community of Boston children.  The NHCS accomplishes this mission as a neighborhood-based school that 
integrates education with social services{ XE "social services" } and health care programs for the benefit of students and 
their families that otherwise have limited educational opportunities.  The school’s “Succeed Anywhere” educational 
philosophy proposes that all students of the NHCS will be well prepared to enter a high quality public or private 
secondary school, including schools focused on college preparation, technical trades, or the creative arts.  In pursuing 
this mission, the NHCS commits to developing and sharing with other public schools innovative practices that improve 
public education for all students. 

In January of this year, the school moved to a newly renovated facility which will ultimately allow the school 
to offer its program to 400 students.  The school’s operation is guided by the new 2005-2010 Accountability Plan, which 
provides expectations in the areas of Student Performance, School Organization and School Program.   

Accountability Plan:  Student Performance 
Using a variety of tools to assess student performance, the NHCS found that its students continue to excel 

academically in 2005-06.  The NHCS aims to have at least 75% of its students in the top two categories on each section 
of the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS).  In our first year with the new Accountability Plan, 
we have made good progress towards meeting these goals.  Internal assessments, as documented in the lower school 
Individualized Learning Plans (ILP’s) and middle school report cards, also demonstrate good progress in relation to 
Accountability Plan goals.    

Accountability Plan:  School Organization 

 The school is a viable organization with strong fiscal management, steady student enrollment, and a dedicated and 
productive managing structure and staff.    The student body reflects the ethnic and racial diversity of the Dorchester 
area.  The school governing structure is an active one, serving on committees, attending meetings, and raising funds.  
Teachers at the school have an average of 3.1 years teaching at NHCS.  All teachers who do not yet have the credentials 
required by the Massachusetts Department of Education and the NCLB guidelines have developed plans for satisfying 
those requirements. 

Accountability Plan:  Charter Alignment 
The school’s mission and educational philosophy are in alignment with the operations of the school.  The high 

school placement program supports the school’s “Succeed Anywhere” educational philosophy, working with individuals 
to help them attain academic success and an appropriate high school placement.  The academic program is research-
based and designed to correspond to the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. 

 

No Child Left Behind Report Card 
 The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) guidelines require that all schools submit a report card detailing school data 
regarding graduation rates; professional qualifications of teaching staff; state standardized test results; and AYP 
determinations.  NHCS is including the NCLB report card in the 2005-2006 annual report.   
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School Profile  
 The Neighborhood House Charter School serves 330 students from kindergarten-one through eighth grade.  There 
are approximately twenty students in each class with a student/teacher ratio of 9.8:1.  Both external and internal 
assessments document the progress of the students.  MCAS scores show that the NHCS students outperform their peers 
in the Boston Public School district across the board, outperform their peers statewide in English Language Arts and are 
competitive with their peers in math.   

Governance Profile 

 The NHCS is governed by a sixteen-member Board of Trustees and a School Site Council comprised of parents, 
teachers and the headmaster.  In 2005-06, The Board engaged in major policy and fund-raising work, much of it 
supporting the new facility which will accommodate an enrollment of 400 students by the year 2007.   

Student Profile 

 The NHCS enrolled 330 students in 2005-06.  The majority of these students (63%) were from Dorchester.  The 
school’s demographic makeup included 56% African-American students, 23% Caucasian students, 6% Cape Verdean 
students and 15% Hispanic, Asian and Native American students.  Almost three-quarters(72%) qualified as “low 
income” according to federal guidelines. 

Staff Profile 

 The NHCS employed 48.8 full-time equivalent staff in 2005-06, including 37.8 FTE classroom teachers, teaching 
specialists, and student support staff members, six administrators, two administrative support people, and three staff 
members disseminating effective practices. 

Financial Profile 

 The NHCS financial base is strong, as the school remains one of the most successful fund-raisers in the 
Massachusetts public school community.  In 2005-2006, the school augmented its state tuition with $1,745,964 raised 
from private sources, state, and federal grants.  

Dissemination 

 The Neighborhood House Charter School played a significant role in the sharing of best practices with other 
schools during the 2005-2006 school year. NHCS launched The Project for School Innovation in August of 2000 and the 
school has provided administrative support and been an active participant in the program.  Teachers from NHCS have 
identified best practices and shared these practices with other schools through partnerships, workshops and conferences.  
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Accountability Plan:  Student 

Performance
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The Accountability Plan 
 The 2005-2006 academic year marks the beginning of the new Accountability Plan.  
Having successfully reached goals set by the previous Accountability Plan, the NHCS has set 
new goals for its academic program, organizational viability and charter alignment.  These 
higher goals were set to raise the level of school success to even greater heights.  The 
management team, with approval from the staff and Board of Trustees set the new goals for 
the Accountability Plan. 

The Academic Program 
The academic program objectives are designed to respond to the question: Have students 
made reasonable progress in attaining internally-established academic and non-academic 
objectives?  According to the Accountability Plan, students have three objectives in the area 
of the academic program: 

• Students will develop a high degree of competence in English Language Arts and 
Reading. 

• Students will develop a high degree of competence in Mathematics. 

• Students will demonstrate knowledge and comprehension of Social Studies, Science 
and Spanish consistent with the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. 

{ XE "Curriculum Design" }{ XE "School Program:Curriculum Design" } 

 The NHCS curriculum is designed to help each student to succeed academically.  In 
2005-2006, the NHCS used the curriculum{ XE "curriculum" } for K1-8 grades developed 
and documented by teachers and staff.  This curriculum outlines topics of study, essential 
skills, and the related Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks{ XE "Curriculum 
Frameworks" } Learning Standards taught at each grade level in English Language Arts{ XE 
"English language arts" }, mathematics{ XE "mathematics" }, social studies{ XE "social 
studies" }, and science{ XE "science" }. Further developments in all academic areas 
strengthened the curriculum in the 2005-2006 school year.  In the lower school (grades K-1 
through five) student academic and behavioral progress is reported in the Individualized 
Learning Plan twice annually and in goal-setting conferences twice annually.{ XE 
"Individualized Learning Process" }  In the middle school, students’ academic and behavioral 
progress is documented on quarterly report cards.  

     Student progress is measured by the spring 2005 MCAS scores and internal assessments 
from the 2005-2006 school year.    
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English Language Arts and Reading Competence 
 The Accountability Plan standards in the area of English Language Arts address 
student performance on the MCAS examination and student performance in the classroom as 
measured by formal and informal assessments.   

 

English Language Arts Performance Standards 
Performance Standard Method of Assessment Assessment Schedule 

75% of students performing 
at Advanced or Proficient 

levels 

MCAS Annual Testing 

 

MCAS Performance in English Language Arts 
Student performance on the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System 

(MCAS{ XE "MCAS" }) exam provides evidence that students at the NHCS making good 
progress toward the Accountability Plan objectives in English Language Arts. Based on the 
Accountability Plan, the NHCS aims to have 75% of students who take the English Language 
Arts portion of the exam score in the Advanced or Proficient categories.  In 2005, tests were 
administered in reading in the third grade, and English/ Language Arts (ELA) in the fourth 
and seventh grades.  

 The following table presents the progress of the NHCS towards meeting the 
performance standards set by the Accountability Plan in English Language Arts. 

English Language Arts MCAS Performance: Percentage of Students Scoring in 
Advanced or Proficient Categories 

Grade Performance Standard Current Performance Status 

3* 75% Advanced/Proficient 55% In process 

4 75% Advanced/Proficient 50% In process 

7 75% Advanced/Proficient 100% Attained 
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*There is no Advanced category for the third grade 

 

The seventh grade exceeded the high goal of having 75% of the students scoring in 
the top two categories, with 100% of the class scoring in proficient or advanced.  It is 
especially noteworthy that every NHCS seventh grader has passed the exam since its 
inception.   The third and fourth grades continue to work toward meeting this challenging 
goal. 

 

Internal Assessments{ XE "School Performance:Using Multiple 
Assessments" } 
 In addition to the standardized assessments, the NHCS utilizes a broad range of 
assessment tools to provide multiple sources of information to help teachers, students, and 
parents understand each child’s individual goals, strategies for attaining these goals, and 
ongoing progress.    The Individualized Learning Plans (ILPs) document student progress 
toward meeting grade-level performance standards two times a year in the lower school.  In 
the Middle School, student performance is documented on quarterly report cards, which 
correspond to the ILP’s, but use letter grades to indicate progress. The lower school ILP 
assigns numbers from 1-4, which coordinate with the performance levels on the MCAS 
exam.  The numbers the students receive for sub-skills are averaged to attain a single score 
for each subject area.   

 

Language Arts Internal Assessment Performance 

The Accountability Plan sets a goal that in each academic area, 90% or more of the students 
will pass their classes by scoring in the top three categories in the lower school, and by 
receiving a final average of 70% or higher in the middle school.  The plan sets an additional 
goal of 75% or more of students in the lower school scoring at the top two performance 
levels, and 75% or more of the middle school students receiving honors by earning a final 
average of 80% or higher.   

 

English Language Arts Performance Standards 
Performance Standard Method of Assessment Assessment Schedule 

Middle School- 90% passing 
grade with 75% honors grade 

Report Cards Quarterly 

Lower School- 90% 
achieving at the top three 
grading levels, 75% 

ILP’s Bi-annually 
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achieving top two grading 
levels 

 

 The tables below present the progress of students towards meeting the performance 
standards set in English Language Arts on school assessments. 

 

English Language Arts Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of 
Lower School Students Scoring in Top Three Performance Categories  

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

K1 90% passing 100%  Attained 

K2 90% passing 100% Attained 

1 90% passing 95% Attained 

2 90% passing 100% Attained 

3 90% passing 100% Attained 

4 90%passing 100% Attained 

5 90% passing 100% Attained 

 

 

English Language Arts Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of 
Lower School Students Scoring in Top Two Performance Categories 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

K1 75% scoring 3 or 4 100% Attained 

K2 75% scoring  3 or 4 73% In process 

1 75% scoring 3 or 4 73% In process 

2 75% scoring 3 or 4 78% Attained 

3 75% scoring 3 or 4 91% Attained 

4 75% scoring 3 or 4 73% In process 

5 75% scoring 3 or 4 80% Attained 
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English Language Arts Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of 
Middle School Students Passing  

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

6 90% Passing 90% Attained 

7 90% Passing 96% Attained 

8 90% Passing 96% Attained 

 

English Language Arts Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of 
Middle School Students Receiving Honors 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

6 75% Honors 51% In process 

7 75% Honors 41% In process 

8 75% Honors 74% In process 

 

All of the lower school grades exceeded the goal of having 90% of the students 
receive one of the top three grading levels.  Four of the lower school grades exceeded the 
goal of having at least 75% of the class in the top two categories, with the other three making 
progress towards reaching that goal. 

All three middle school grades are passing English classes at levels set by the 
Accountability Plan.  The challenging goal of having 75% of the classes receiving honor roll 
is in process for all three grades. 

Mathematics Competence 
 The performance standards in the area of math are measured by MCAS achievement 
and classroom assessments as indicated on the ILP’s and report cards.   

Math Performance Standards 
Performance Standard Method of Assessment Assessment Schedule 

75% of students performing 
at Advanced or Proficient 
levels 

MCAS Annual Testing 
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MCAS Performance in Mathematics 
 The Mathematics section of the MCAS exam was administered to fourth, sixth and 
eighth graders in 2005.  The table below presents the performance categories of each grade. 

Mathematics MCAS Performance: Percentage of Students Scoring in the 
Advanced or Proficient Categories 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

4 75% Advanced/Proficient 38% In process 

6 75% Advanced/Proficient 21% In process 

8 50% Advanced/Proficient 75% Attained 

 

The goal of having at least 75% of the students scoring in the top two categories has 
not been met in the fourth or sixth grades.  NHCS student performance in math indicates 
progress over previous years.  The school has made significant improvements in the teaching 
of math in the last three school years.  The teacher-led math task force continued to work to 
support pedagogical changes.  All three middle school grades received instruction in 
computation, in addition to their regular math classes. 

Internal Assessment Performance in Math 

School assessments indicate continued progress in reaching math goals. The tables 
below present the progress of the middle school students towards meeting the performance 
standards based on school assessments.  As in English Language Arts, the goals require 90% 
of middle school students to receive a passing grade, which means receiving a final average 
of 70% or higher and 75% of middle school students to receive an honors grade, which 
means receiving a final average of 80% or above.  These goals, high in comparison to other 
middle schools, reflect the high standards held by the NHCS for academic achievement.  The 
lower school aims to have 90% of the students score in the top three grading levels and 75% 
score in the top two grading levels. 

Mathematics Performance Standards 
Performance Standard Method of Assessment Assessment Schedule 

Middle School- 90% passing 
grade with 75% honors grade 

Report Cards Quarterly 

Lower School- 90% 
achieving at top three 
grading levels, 75% 
achieving at top two levels 

ILP’s Bi-annually 
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Math Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of Lower School Students 
Scoring in Top Three Performance Categories  

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

K1 90% passing 100% Attained 

K2 90% passing 100% Attained 

1 90% passing 100% Attained 

2 90% passing 95% Attained 

3 90% passing 100% Attained 

4 90%passing 100% Attained 

5 90% passing 100% Attained 

 

Math Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of Lower School Students 
Scoring in Top Two Performance Categories 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

K1 75% scoring 3 or 4 95% Attained 

K2 75% scoring  3 or 4 76% Attained 

1 75% scoring 3 or 4 75% Attained 

2 75% scoring 3 or 4 78% Attained 

3 75% scoring 3 or 4 95% Attained 

4 75% scoring 3 or 4 64% In process 

5 75% scoring 3 or 4 98% Attained 

Math Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of Middle School 
Students Passing 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

6 90% Passing 97% Attained 

7 90% Passing 86% In process 

8 90% Passing  100% Attained 
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Math Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of Middle School 
Students Receiving Honors 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

6 75% Honors 54%  In process 

7 75% Honors 35% In process 

8 75% Honors 61% In process 

 

The lower school tables show that all of the grades attained the goal of having 90% 
of the students in the top three categories in math and all but one attained the goal of having 
75% of the students in the top two categories.    

The middle school report cards also demonstrate progress toward the goals of the 
Accountability Plan on internal assessments in the area of math, with only the seventh grade 
not meeting the goal of having 90% of the students receive a passing grade.  Teachers and 
students need to continue to strive towards the goal of having a greater number of students 
receiving honor roll grades. 

 

Knowledge and Comprehension of Social Studies and Science 
 The students’ mastery of social studies and science is also documented through a 
variety of formal and informal assessments.  Social studies and science knowledge and 
comprehension were documented in student report cards and ILP’s.   For these subject areas, 
the Accountability Plan aims to have at least 90% of the students passing the subject (scoring 
in the top three categories in the lower school and above 70% in the middle school) and at 
least 75% receiving honors (scoring in the top two categories in lower school and 80% or 
above in the middle school). 

The following tables present lower school student progress in meeting performance 
standards in social studies and science based on school assessments. In the lower school, 
social studies and science scores were averaged to determine a single content area average.  
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Social Studies and Science Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of 
Lower School Students Scoring in Top Three Performance Categories  

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

K1 90% passing 100% Attained 

K2 90% passing 100% Attained 

1 90% passing 100% Attained 

2 90% passing 100% Attained 

3 90% passing 100% Attained 

4 90%passing 100% Attained 

5 90% passing 100% Attained 

 

 

Social Studies and Science Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of 
Lower School Students Scoring in Top Two Performance Categories 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

K1 75% scoring 3 or 4 95% Attained 

K2 75% scoring  3 or 4 76% Attained 

1 75% scoring 3 or 4 98% Attained 

2 75% scoring 3 or 4 93% Attained 

3 75% scoring 3 or 4 100% Attained 

4 75% scoring 3 or 4 91% Attained 

5 75% scoring 3 or 4 98% Attained 

 

Lower school social studies and science grades demonstrate that students have met 
their Accountability Plan goals, with 100% of students in all grades scoring in the top three 
categories and at least 75% of students in all grades scoring in the top two categories. 
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 The following tables present middle school student performance in social studies and 
science as documented by the final average on the report card. 

 

Social Studies Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of Middle 
School Students Passing 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

6 90% Passing 90% Attained 

7 90% Passing 64% In process 

8 90% Passing 100% Attained 

 

Social Studies Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of Middle 
School Students Receiving Honors 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

6 75% Honors 63% In process 

7 75% Honors 27% In process 

8 75% Honors 87% Attained 

 

Science Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of Middle School 
Students Passing 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

6 90% Passing 90% Attained 

7 90% Passing 91% Attained 

8 90% Passing 100% Attained 
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Science Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of Middle School 
Students Receiving Honors 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

6 75% Honors 59% In process 

7 75% Honors 50% In process 

8 75% Honors 87% Attained 

 

  Middle school students report card grades in social studies did not quite reach the 
Accountability Plan goals, with the seventh grade falling short of the goal of having 90% 
passing, and only the eighth grade reaching the goal of 75% of the class receiving honors.  In 
science, middle school students attained the goals set for passing grades, but only the eighth 
graders attained the goal set for receiving honors.  

 Teachers in all grades and subjects meet frequently with their colleagues to discuss 
standards and grading.  The middle school staff has developed grading rubrics to be used 
across subject areas in order to hold students to consistent expectations.   

Spanish Language Instruction 

 The NHCS has been providing systematic Spanish instruction since 1999.  While 
students in grades 3-5 receive instruction in Spanish, only the middle school students receive 
report card grades in the subject.  Spanish language goals are consistent with those set for 
other academic areas. 

 

Spanish Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of Middle School 
Students Passing 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

6 90% passing 92% Attained 

7 90% passing 100% Attained 

8 90% passing 100% Attained 
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Spanish Internal Assessment Performance: Percentage of Middle School 
Students Receiving Honors 

Grade Performance Standard Current Progress Status 

6 75% Honors 61% In process 

7 75% Honors 72% In process 

8 75% Honors 75% Attained 

 

Students reached Accountability Plan goals in for passing Spanish class in all three grades 
and eighth graders reached the goal of having 75% of the class receiving honors.  

 
The Extra-Curricular Program 
 The academic program is supported by a rich array of extra-curricular programs.  
Central to the mission of NHCS is the development of well-rounded individuals prepared for 
the challenges and opportunities of their future schools.  Technology, the creative arts, and 
core values all support future success.   Students receive grades in these subjects on their 
ILP’s and report cards, but standards were not set by the 2005-2006 Accountability Plan due 
to the fact that these areas are less measurable than academic performance goals, and with a 
desire to focus efforts in order to achieve goals.   

 Students in the middle school are assigned a grade for their performance in 
Technology class: Outstanding (O), Satisfactory (S), Needs Improvement (NI), or 
Unsatisfactory (U).  The performance of lower school students in Technology is not graded. 

Creative Arts includes music and art in the lower school.  In the middle school, in 
addition to their music and art classes, students choose between a variety of electives 
including Instrumental, Visual Art, and Knitting. In the area of the Creative Arts, middle 
school students currently receive grades representing Outstanding, Satisfactory, Needs 
Improvement or Unsatisfactory.   

 The NHCS embraces the following as those values that help children and young 
adults grow into honest and productive members of society:  Caring; Cooperation; Justice; 
Respect; Effort; Trustworthiness; and Responsibility.  These values are posted in classrooms 
and discussed frequently throughout the year.  Students in the lower school who demonstrate 
these values in a noteworthy manner are recognized at a weekly school Town Meeting.  
Students’ progress toward understanding and demonstrating these values is commented upon 
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and assigned a grade in the Individualized Learning Plans.  In the middle school, students 
who demonstrate these values receive a Citizenship Award.  Student Spotlight and the 
Citizenship Award are useful ways of recognizing and highlighting students’ growth in this 
area.  NHCS teachers and staff continue to work to identify other ways to note and document 
student’s personal  growth as members of the school community, as well as effective ways to 
teach the values. 
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Accountability Plan: Organizational 
Viability 
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Organizational Viability 
 School performance is supported by the organization of the school.  In order for the 
school to succeed, the school must be a viable organization.  The second section of the 
Accountability Plan provides objectives in response to the question: Is the school a viable 
organization? This section includes standards in the following areas: 

• Fiscal Management 

• Student enrollment and daily attendance 

• School governance and management 

• Staff competence and development 

• Other organizational viability elements 

 

Fiscal Management  
 The objectives in the area of fiscal management outlined in the Accountability Plan 
are to maintain accurate and prudent accounting for all funds received, and to raise private 
funds to supplement government sources to support the school’s full service model and the 
school’s “Succeed Anywhere” educational philosophy. 

Fiscal Management Performance Standards  
Performance Standard Method of Assessment Assessment Schedule Current Status 

Produce Annual Audit, in 
accordance with generally 
accepted accounting 
principles, with no findings 
or exceptions noted 

Independent Certified Audit Annual Attained 

Raise a minimum of 25% of 
total operating budget from 
private sources 

Fund-raising reports and 
financial statements 

Annual In Process 

 

 This fiscal year, $1,253,349 was raised, representing 23% of total operating budget 
revenues, was obtained from private sources. 
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Student Enrollment and Daily Attendance 
 The objectives relating to enrollment are to enroll fully a student body of up to 400 
students consistent with the capacity of the facility; to attract a diverse applicant pool to the 
K1 lottery reflective of the Dorchester neighborhood; and to maintain a high rate of daily 
attendance. 

Student Enrollment and Daily Attendance Performance Standards 
Performance Standard Method of Assessment Assessment Schedule Current Progress 

Current enrollment capacity 
330 students 

Enrollment Records Annual 80% capacity (400 students by 2007) 

 NHCS demographics 
consistent with Dorchester 
demographics 

2000 Census Annual Attained- See below 

95% Attendance rate Attendance records Monthly 96% 

 

The Neighborhood House Charter School enrolled 330 students in the 2005-2006 
school year.  The ethnic/racial constitution of Dorchester is: 44% African-American, 18.5% 
White, 15% Hispanic, 10.5% Asian, .5% Native American, 5.7%, and 5.8% Other.  The 
NHCS constitution is: 56% African-American, 23% White, 8% Hispanic, 4% Asian, 3% 
Native American and 6% Other (Cape Verdean).  Thus, the school’s population mirrors 
Dorchester’s population to a large degree.  The school’s average daily attendance was 319 
students out of 330 enrolled, making the attendance rate 96%.  

School Governance and Management 
The objectives in relation to school governance are to expand the structure and 

capacity of the Board of Trustees to support the school’s strategic goals, and to support an 
active School Site Council that advises the Board of Trustees and the Headmaster in the areas 
of school operations, policy and management.   

School Governance and Management Performance Standards 
Performance Standard Method of Assessment Assessment Schedule Current Status 

Trustees- 100% contributing 
to school, 100% committee 
service, 80% attendance of 
meetings 

Board meeting minutes and 
fundraising records 

Annual 100% contributing, 100% committee 
service, 95% regular attendance 

School Site Council- 80% 
attendance at meetings 

School Site Council Minutes Annual 87% 
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 The school Trustees are active, with 100% contributing to the school, 100% participating 
on committees, and 95% regularly attending meetings.   

Staff Competency and Development 
 Neighborhood House Charter School is a successful organization largely due to its strong 
faculty and staff.  The goals concerning the staff are to recruit a highly competent and diverse staff 
and faculty; to engage staff and faculty in ongoing research-based professional development; to set 
clear goals and expectations for each staff member consistent with the school’s mission and goals; 
and to retain highly qualified faculty for multi-year commitments averaging five years; and to 
establish a teacher-run Quality of Life Committee, which researches working conditions and makes 
recommendations to the administration and the Board of Trustees. 

 
Staff Competency and Development Performance Standards 
Performance Standard Method of Assessment Assessment Schedu Current Status 

Resumes and state records Annual 84% 
75% teachers with 3+ years teaching 

experience    

   
100% teachers certified in area 

Resumes and state records Annual 54% 

40% staff non-white   20% 

 

30 hours of professional development for Records of in-house trainings, 
conferences and workshops 

Annual Attained 

each staff member 

Goal-setting and performance reviews Records of reviews Bi-annual In process 

Five years average teacher retention Employment records Annual 3.1 years average retention 

Annual Attained Quality of Life Committee active Records of reports to administra
Board of Trustees 

 

 The staff of the Neighborhood House Charter School comes from a variety of educational 
backgrounds.  Currently, we are exceeding our goal of having at least 75% of the teachers having at 
least three years of teaching experience.  All teachers who are not yet certified have professional 
development plans in place for becoming certified.  Several of them have completed all paperwork 
and are only waiting for official certification from the state. The school also works actively to hire 
qualified non-white teachers and staff.   

Teachers have a wide variety of opportunities for professional development at the school.  
Monthly professional days provide opportunities for in-house and visiting professional 
development workshops.  Teachers frequently attend off-site workshops or conferences of interest.  
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Teachers also have the benefit of working with the school’s support staff: the reading specialist, the 
writing specialist, the math specialist, and the special education staff.   

 This year all teachers set professional goals with their deans, which were followed up by 
classroom observations.  The observations and performance review process is currently being fine-
tuned.  Currently, teachers remain at the school an average of 3.1 years.  With the expansion of 
grades, this number has decreased, but with strong professional development and support systems 
in place, and salary incentives for returning, the school aims to have a higher percent of teachers 
remaining at the school over time. 

 The Quality of Life Committee has been formed and meets regularly to research working 
conditions and make recommendations to the administration.  

 

Other Organizational Viability Elements 
 To further strengthen the organization, the school looks to increase parental involvement in 
school activities to support the mission and educational philosophy; offer quality out-of-school 
activities for students to support academic achievement and healthy development; and provide a 
range of health, mental and physical, and social services to students to support academic 
achievement and healthy development.  While the Accountability Plan does not set standards in 
these areas, the school continues to assess parent and volunteer service.  Based on the Family 
Learning Contract, families are expected to participate in parent teacher conferences and the 
majority of parents (approximately 90%) attended at least two conferences in the lower school and 
one conference in the middle school.  Five hours of volunteer experience are expected from each 
family and records support that approximately 85% of families provided at least five hours of 
volunteer service.   
Parent Involvement 

 Parent involvement is crucial to the success of students and the NHCS.  Every year, 
parents receive and sign a Family Learning Contract, which reviews the expectations of the 
school and suggests volunteer activities (revised in 2004-2005).    The school held its third 
annual major literacy event, Read Across America, in which parents together with their 
children were encouraged to read at home throughout the week and track their progress.  The 
week culminated with a large assembly celebrating Read Across America and recognizing 
the grades who won the competition with over 80% active parent participation in home 
reading activities.   

 The Parent Council was an active group this year, holding monthly meetings with an 
average attendance of 30 parents each meeting.  The fundraising committee of the Parent 
Council coordinated a cookie dough sale, raising $15,000 and the second annual cocktail 
party /silent auction. 
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A Full Service School 

 The NHCS has established itself as a full service{ XE "full service" } school that 
joins together education, social services, and health care to create and sustain a foundation of 
support for all NHCS students and families.   

NHCS offers a variety of services that are a direct response to the families’ needs at 
the school. Support services at NHCS include high school{ XE "high schools" } placement 
support, specialized academic enrichment summer programs, high quality after-school 
programming, and social and health services.   

 The Student Support Services Team provides health screening and health care; 
psychological counseling and referrals; crisis intervention and community outreach.  The 
student support team includes the Dean of Student Support, the school social worker, the 
school nurse, the after school/summer program director, and the high school placement 
specialist.   The Student Support Team managed the caseloads of students and families 
receiving health and social services at NHCS and through referrals to outside agencies and 
professionals.  Our licensed mental health clinician sees individual students and families.  
Weekly team meetings focused on coordinating services for students and families, and 
developing new case management systems.  

 In 2005, NHCS developed its own Volunteer Handbook and made it available to the 
volunteers and the community.  Organizing an array of educational, health, and social 
services for the benefit of children and families is challenging, but critically needed.  In 
addition to services provided by the school on its own, the NHCS partners with several 
nonprofit and community organizations and volunteers in order to meet this challenge. 

 
Educational and Recreational Programs and Services 

♦ Test Preparation, taught by the middle school English and math teachers 

♦ Basketball Team, an after school option offered to middle school boys and girls 

♦ Brown Rudnick Foundation, provides volunteers and assistance in the high school 
placement program and in publication of the school literary magazine 

♦ AileyCamp, Bruce Wall Ministries, Balfour Academy, Trinity Education for Excellence 
Program (TEEP), The Food Project, Kieve, Becket Chimney-Corners YMCA camp, 
and other programs, accept NHCS students to their after school and summer programs 

♦ Boston College,{ XE "Lesley University" } recruits and pays undergraduates to work at in the 
After-School Program.  This year, 8 volunteers returned along with five new students 

♦ Tutor/Mentor Program, provides outreach to the community to recruit and train volunteers 
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♦ Volunteers for High School Placement,  The Dedham Retired Executives Group provides 
mentoring for the program 

 
School Health Care Services and Partnerships 

♦ Codman Square Health Center{ XE "Codman Square Health Center" }, provides nursing 
services 

♦ New England Medical Center{ XE "New England Medical Center" }, provides nursing services 

♦ Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, provides hearing and vision screening annually for all 
students 

 
In-School Counseling and Referrals to Outside Agencies 

♦ School Counseling and Therapy (SCAT), a division of VinFen, provides in-school therapy for 
identified students. 

♦ Youth Violence Strike Force and Youth Services Provider Network, work in collaboration with 
the school to support middle school youth 

♦ Probation Program, provides intensive support for middle school students for whom 
emotional/behavioral issues have contributed to academic problems 

♦ Good Grief, provides counseling and support for families and youth who have experienced loss 

 
Other Neighborhood and Community Partnerships 

♦ Children’s Museum, educational programming 

♦ “e.Inc”, an environmental science program 

♦ Friends of Boston Public Garden, Ice skating lessons 

♦ Squashbusters, tutors, squash lessons 

 
Parent Support 

♦ Parent Center, A resource office available to all parents, staffed by a licensed social worker 

♦ Families First, provides parent education and training based on needs 
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Accountability Plan:  Charter 

Alignment 
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Charter Alignment 
 The NHCS program is designed to support the academic and organizational goals for 
the school.  The school program is well aligned with the operation of the school.  The 
Accountability Plan goals for the program of the school aim to answer the question:  Is the 
school faithful to the terms of its charter? 

Mission{ XE "mission" } 
The mission of the Neighborhood House Charter School is to offer a quality 

education to a diverse community of Boston children through a neighborhood-based school 
that integrates education with social services{ XE "social services" } and health care 
programs for the benefit of students and their families that otherwise have limited 
educational opportunities. 

In pursuing this mission, the NHCS commits to developing and sharing with other 
public schools innovative practices that improve public education for all students. 

 

Assessment of Alignment of Mission with School Program 

 A variety of measures demonstrate that the NHCS is successfully accomplishing its 
mission.  The internal and external student assessment data presented in this report indicates 
that the students are receiving a quality education, with teachers and staff always working to 
help students achieve greater success. With the expansion of the school, the school is able to 
provide the high quality education to a larger number of Boston school children. The new 
Accountability Plan increases the expectations for student performance, so teachers will 
continue to push themselves to support academic excellence.   

State site visits at the school have confirmed that the school is living up to its 
mission.  In 2003-2004, the renewal inspection team visited the school and subsequently the 
school’s charter was renewed. 

The student body of the Neighborhood House Charter School is diverse, mirroring 
the diversity of the Boston community. The waiting list currently consists of 2,022 students, 
proportionally one of the largest waiting lists in the state, testifying to the positive reviews of 
the school in the Boston community. 
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{ XE "suspension" }Educational Philosophy{ XE "educational 
philosophy" } 

The NHCS is grounded in the educational philosophy called the “Succeed 
Anywhere” standard.  The “Succeed Anywhere” standard proposes that all students of the 
Neighborhood House Charter School will be well prepared to enter a high quality public or 
private secondary school, including schools focused on college preparation, technical trades, 
or the creative arts. 

 

Assessment of Alignment of Educational Philosophy with School Program 

 Underlying the “Succeed Anywhere” standard is the view of the school that all of 
our students can and will succeed and it is the job of the teachers and staff to guide students 
toward the greatest academic achievement possible and future educational environments best 
suited for their success.   

 The high school placement and performance programs are expanding rapidly.  The 
NHCS high school placement program involves a wide variety of supports for students and 
their families.  Beginning in the sixth grade, and becoming more intensive by the eighth 
grade, students participate in information sessions, visit schools, hear guest speakers on the 
topic of high school application and particular schools, prepare for placement examinations, 
and hone essay writing and interview skills.  This year the NHCS Academic Enrichment 
Team, provided ten eighth grade students with test preparation skills for the Catholic School 
Exam, SSAT and the Independent School Entrance Exam.  The top ten academically ranked 
students were invited to participate in the program in the spring of their seventh grade year 
and in the fall of their eighth grade year. Eighth grade students were provided with support in 
preparing their applications from the high school placement director, the English teacher, and 
volunteers.  An active volunteer program supports the process, with 5 volunteers working 
with the 23 eighth graders in the fall of 2005 and 12 volunteers working on a one-to-one 
basis with the seventh graders in the spring.  Parents attend high school placement meetings 
and are in frequent contact with the high school placement director and staff regarding their 
children’s progress. 

 The NHCS High School Scholarship Fund assists families with independent and 
parochial school tuition costs.  The NHCS is committed to assisting families financially 
throughout the four years of high school, based on financial need and fund availability.  Over 
$19,000 in scholarship funds will be distributed to eight schools to help twelve families with 
tuition costs.  This assistance helps bridge the gap between financial aid and parent 
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contribution. Since 2000, NHCS alumni have received over $450,000 in financial aid and 
over $175,000 in scholarship awards given on behalf of the NHCS Foundation. 

  In 2005-2006, a total of 210 applications were sent to 35 different schools by the 
eighth graders.  These schools included independent day, boarding, parochial, and public 
schools, including exam, pilot and charter schools.  Twelve students applied to a combination 
of private schools, including independent day, boarding and parochial schools.  The eighth 
grade graduates plan to attend the secondary schools listed below.  The number in 
parentheses represents the number of students who plan to attend the school. 

 

Alumni Placements 2005 
 
Private Schools 

Noble and Greenough{ XE "Boston Arts Academy" } (2) 

Parochial Schools 

Boston College High (1) 

Trinity Catholic High (1) 

North Cambridge Catholic High (2) 

Public Schools 

Boston Latin Academy (2) 

John D. O’Bryant (1) 

New Mission High (1) 

City on a Hill (3) 

Tech Boston (1) 

Fenway High School (1) 

Boston Community Leadership Academy (3) 

Boston Arts Academy (3) 

Codman Academy (1) 

BPS citywide school (1) 
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Success at NHCS 

Internal and external assessments also provide information about how the students 
are succeeding during their years at the NHCS.  MCAS exam scores and the school’s internal 
assessments show that students are passing their courses and receiving honors at rates 
approaching or meeting those prescribed in the new accountability plan. 

 Academic Program 

The school curriculum is designed to provide the strongest possible academic 
program to the students.  Each area of the curriculum has been designed by teachers and staff 
with attention to educational research, state frameworks, and the particular needs and styles 
of the population of the school.  The Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks provide 
academic expectations from the state.  All areas of the curriculum are either in alignment or 
in the process of being aligned with the state frameworks.  
  Reading{ XE "Curriculum Design:Literacy" }.  The NHCS has made critical 
additions to our literacy program this year.  In the second year of the Reading First grant, the 
school has implemented the core program for grades K-3, assesses all K-3 students at least 
three times per year, monitors struggling students more frequently, and accommodates them 
with intervention strategies.  Using the Harcourt Trophies series, the school provides a 
systematic, yearlong approach to reading in a structured package for grade K2 through six.   
The new literacy program builds on the school’s previous literacy approaches.  The middle 
school reading curriculum is designed to develop comprehension abilities through reading 
and analyzing novels and short stories, while building on reading fluency and vocabulary.  
The middle school also continues to have morning reading groups with teacher support and 
progress monitoring.    This year, teachers developed rubrics for grading different genres 
across the content areas in the middle school. 

Writing{ XE "Curriculum Design:Writing" }.  An emphasis on writing pervades all 
levels of the school and curriculum areas.  Writing is evaluated through Monthly 
Compositions, a monthly writing assessment of all grades, by the teachers and the writing 
specialist.  This year the writing specialist worked with grades K-5 teachers in refining 
grade-specific rubrics.  Teachers are now trained in their use and score monthly compositions 
in a consistent manner using common language.   

Mathematics{ XE "Curriculum Design:Mathematics" }.  The math program at 
NHCS continues to be an area of focus, with the active Math Task Force concentrating on 
math instruction and progress.  The elementary school math program is based on the TERC 
curriculum{ XE "curriculum" }, entitled, “Investigations in Number, Data, and Space,” which 
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offers in-depth experiences in numbers, data, and geometry.  Additional mathematical 
concepts and lessons supplement the TERC{ XE "Curriculum Design:TERC" } materials in 
all grade levels.  Last year, lower school math assessments were designed to be given 
regularly (weekly in grades 1-2 and bi-monthly in grades 3-5).  This year, lower school 
teachers continued to use these assessments, providing longitudinal data for each student, and 
frequent opportunities to flag students in need of support or greater challenge.  The middle 
school math curriculum is based on the Connected Mathematics{ XE "Curriculum 
Design:Connected Mathematics" } series.  This curriculum outlines units of study for grades 
6-8, addressing in-depth the following strands: numbers, geometry and measurement, 
algebra, and statistics and probability.  The middle school math program expanded the 
successful sixth grade computation program to include students in the seventh and eighth 
grade, providing an additional 90 hours of instruction in mathematics per year to students in 
these grades.  All middle school math and computation classes are taught in classes of ten or 
eleven students and students’ skills are measured using weekly assessments. 

Science{ XE "Curriculum Design:Science" }{ XE "Science" }.  The science 
curriculum{ XE "curriculum" } has been developed for grades K1-8 to align with the 
Science/Technology{ XE "Technology" } and Engineering Learning Standards of the 
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks{ XE "Curriculum Frameworks" }.  Many units in 
grades K-5 are based on kits produced by organizations such as STC{ XE "Curriculum 
Design:STC" }, Insights{ XE "Curriculum Design:Insights" }, and Foss.  At the Middle 
School, the Science Explorer Series from Prentice Hall forms the backbone of the 
curriculum.  These materials are used by classroom teachers to guide instruction in each topic 
area.  In addition, lower school students spend time every two weeks in KidLab{ XE 
"Curriculum Design:KidLab" }{ XE "KidLab" }, the school’s unique hands-on science/art 
program.  In KidLab, students engage in scientific experiments and through the use of art  
projects designed to build their skills in four areas: critical thinking, inquisitiveness, 
academic persistence, and creativity. 

Social Studies{ XE "Curricum Design:Social Studies" }.  The NHCS social 
studies curriculum is designed to build student skill in three areas: research and information 
skills, map and globe skills, and time and chronology skills.  For each grade level, the 
school’s curriculum{ XE "curriculum" } includes year-long goals in the following five 
strands: geography, history, economics, civics and government, and ethics and beliefs 
systems.  The curriculum is also shaped by current events, with students learning about 
events of local, national, and world significance.  Over the past two summers, teachers have 
been involved in developing new Social Studies units to align with the recently updated 
Curriculum Framework for History/Social Studies. 

Visual Arts{ XE "Curriculum Design:Visual Arts" }{ XE "arts" }.  The Visual 
Arts program at NHCS provides rich opportunities for all students to create and learn about 
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art.  Student artwork is constantly on display and presented at extremely well-attended winter 
and spring events for parents. In elementary school, students are given the opportunity to use 
a variety of materials within a structured experience.  They engage in art projects that relate 
to what they are studying in their regular classes.  A major focus is on instilling in them skills 
as artists and as viewers of artwork.  In middle school, students are introduced to major 
elements of drawing including shapes, lines, perspective, light, and shadow.  Students are 
exposed to a variety of materials such as clay, charcoal, mosaic, pastels, acrylic paints, and 
work on group projects, whereby they are encouraged to expand their definition of art.   

Music{ XE "Curriculum Design:Music" }.  The NHCS music program is central to 
the experience of all students.  The lower school music curriculum{ XE "curriculum" } is 
built around The Music Connection{ XE "Curriculum Design:The Music Connection" }, an 
innovative series by Silver Burdett Ginn.  The series addresses general concepts such as 
rhythm, melody, tone, theme, steps, scales, and music history and culture.  Students have 
experiences with the Orff Instruments{ XE "Curriculum Design:Orff Instruments" } 
including xylophones, tone chimes, percussion instruments, and recorders.  Middle school 
students study theory, tone, mood, and color.  Students also explore musical history and a 
number of composers.  The curriculum includes major elements of vocal and instrumental 
performance.  The winter and spring Arts Nights provide opportunities for all students to 
perform for the larger school community. 

Technology{ XE "Curiculum Design:Technology" }.  Students in grades 4-8 
have a general computer{ XE "computer" } class once a week and learn basic and 
intermediate word processing skills, desktop publishing skills, Web design and database 
skills.  Students also gain basic knowledge of how computers work and how to resolve 
common troubleshooting problems.  During regular classroom instruction, students use 
computers to perform Internet research, complete writing assignments and lab reports, and 
track data for science experiments. 

Spanish{ XE "Curriculum Design:Spanish" }.  All students in the fourth through 
eighth grades study Spanish{ XE "Spanish" }, with a focus on conversation skills.  Students 
are exposed to Spanish culture and traditions and learn about their influence in the United 
States. 
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No Child Left Behind Report Card 
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No Child Left Behind 
     The Elementary and Secondary Education Act, commonly known as No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) requires that all schools, including charter schools, prepare and distribute report 
cards including data regarding dropout/graduation rates; professional qualifications of 
teaching staff; state standardized test (MCAS) results; and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
determinations.   Including this data here satisfies the report card requirement. 

 

Dropout/Graduation Rates 

 The NHCS does not have dropout rates, as no students have dropped out of the 
school.  Students have left the school because they have moved, or gained admission to other 
schools in the area, or in rare instances, have been expelled. To date, there have been six 
graduating eighth grade classes.  In 2000, three students were retained to complete another 
eighth grade year; in 2001, one student was retained; in 2002 and 2003, 100% of the eighth 
grade classes went on to high school, in 2004, one student was retained to complete another 
eighth grade year, and one student received a certificate of attendance; in 2005 one student 
was retained to repeat another eighth grade year, and two students did not complete the 
requirements necessary for graduation, and in 2006, all 23 eighth graders graduated. 

 

Professional Qualifications of Teaching Staff 

 The NHCS is working toward having the entire teaching staff meeting the 
professional qualifications prescribed by the NCLB legislation.  NCLB requires all pubic 
school students to be taught by highly qualified teachers in the core academic subjects 
(English, reading or language arts, mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics and 
government, economics, arts, history, and geography) by the end of the 2005-2006 school 
year. Currently, 14 of the 24 core teachers hired for the 2006-2007 year are certified in 
Massachusetts, and the other 10 teachers have certification either pending(teachers have 
completed all requirements for certification and are only awaiting the official certification 
from the state), or are on professional development plans outlining how they will become 
highly qualified.  
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Title                                                  Name                            NCLB Hiqhly Qualified Status     

Kindergarten 1 Moore In process 

Kindergarten 2 Litwak In process 

Kindergarten 2 Shiggs-Quiroga In process 

Kindergarten 2 Lind In process 

Grade 1 McCarthy Pending 

Grade 2 Costello Pending 

Grade 4 Schroeder Pending 

Grade 5 Bailey Pending 

Grade 6 Goldsmith Pending 

Spanish Teacher Rodriguez In process 

 

MCAS Results 

 The MCAS results are provided in the Accountability Plan: Student Performance 
section.  This section presents the 2004 MCAS results in performance categories in relation 
to the goals set by the Accountability Plan.  The section School Profile: MCAS Performance 
provides the school’s 2004 MCAS results in comparison to the results of the Boston Public 
Schools and the state of Massachusetts. 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 

 AYP determinations are the minimum level of improvement that schools must 
achieve each year.  In English Language Arts, NHCS made AYP determinations in the 
aggregate (with an achieved proficiency index, CPI, of 87.1) as well as for low-income 
students, the only subgroup large enough to be evaluated (with a CPI of 85.8). In math the 
NHCS also made AYP determinations in the aggregate (with a CPI of 73.5) as well  as  for 
African-American students (with a CPI of 71.5).  However, NHCS fell short of achieving 
APY goals for low income students in 2005-2006 (CPI of 65.2). 
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School Description{ XE "School Description" }{ XE "School 
Program:School Description" } 

 The Neighborhood House Charter School is a publicly funded but independently 
managed elementary and middle school.  In the 2005-06 school year, NHCS was home to 
330 students from pre-kindergarten (K-1) through eighth grade.   

 The school operates from 7:50 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 180 days per year.  The school year 
began on September 6, 2004 and ended on June 23, 2005.  The academic school day, which 
is one-and-a-half hours longer than the Boston Public Schools’, results in an additional 45 
days of classroom learning time for NHCS students 

 

Location Dorchester{ XE 
"Dorchester" }, 
Massachusetts 

Address{ XE "school address" } 21 Queen Street 

Phone Number{ XE "school phone number" 
} 

(617) 825-0703 

Fax Number{ XE "school fax number" } (617) 825-1829 

Internet Address{ XE "school Internet 
address" } 

http://www.theNHCS.org 

Grades Served{ XE "School 
Program:grades served" } 

K1-8 

Enrollment{ XE "School 
Program:enrollment" }, Grades K1-8  

330 students 

First Day of School September 6, 2005 

Last Day of School  June 23, 2006 

Number of Instruction Days{ XE "School 
Program:number of instruction days" } 

180 days 

School Day{ XE "School Program:school 
day" }, Elementary School 

8:15am to 3:15pm 

School Day, Middle School 7:50am to 3:30pm 
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Grades and Age Levels Served 
The Neighborhood House Charter School serves grades K-1 through eight.  There are two 
K1-second grade classes with 20 students in each classroom.  There is one third grade and 
one fourth grade with 22 students in each class. There are two fifth grades (40 students) and 
two sixth grades (40 students).  There is one seventh grade with 22 students and one eighth 
grade with 23 students.    

 

Enrollment{ XE "enrollment" } by Grade Level{ XE "School 
Program:Enrollment and Waiting List, by Grade Level" } 
Grade Level Students Enrolled 

Kindergarten-1 40 

Kindergarten-2 40 

First Grade 40 

Second Grade 40 

Third Grade 22 

Fourth Grade 22 

Fifth Grade 41 

Sixth Grade 40 

Seventh Grade 22 

Eighth Grade 23 

Total 330 

Student Applications   
 The NHCS has become one of the most sought after public schools in the state{ XE 
"Dorchester" }, with well over one hundred students currently awaiting openings at each 
grade level. 

Applications{ XE 
"Applications" } 

Received 

Grade Level 
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Kindergarten-1 229 

Kindergarten-2 273 

First Grade 242 

Second Grade 296 

Third Grade 173 

Fourth Grade 159 

Fifth Grade 193 

Sixth Grade 196 

Seventh Grade 153 

Eighth Grade 108 

 

Student/Teacher Ratio 
The NHCS employs 32.3 classroom teachers and specialists who work with 330 students on 
a daily basis.  This gives the school a student/teacher ratio of 9.8:1. 

Summary of Educational Philosophy 
 The school’s “Succeed Anywhere” standard guides the educational program at the 
school.  This standard proposes that all students of the NHCS will be well prepared to enter a 
high quality public or private secondary school, including schools focused on college 
preparation, technical trades or the creative arts.  This philosophy underlies the mission to 
offer a high quality education to a diverse group of students.   

 The curriculum was designed to be aligned with the Massachusetts Curriculum 
Frameworks, while research-based and appropriate for our population.  A summary of the 
curriculum and teaching methods is included in the Academic Program section. 
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Summary of External Standardized Test Results 
 Students at the Neighborhood House Charter School take the Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS).  The school analyzes student performance on 
this exam as a means of providing information about student achievement to make 
adjustments in curriculum or teaching methods accordingly. 

MCAS{ XE "MCAS" } Performance 
In 2005, MCAS tests were administered in reading to the third grade, English 

Language Arts and Mathematics to the fourth grade, Science to the fifth grade, Mathematics 
to the sixth grade, English Language Arts to the seventh grade, and Mathematics and 
Scienceto the eighth grade.  The school performance on the Massachusetts Comprehensive 
Assessment System indicates that students are performing at levels assigned by the 
Accountability Plan in English Language Arts, but are not yet at the desired levels in 
Mathematics.   

In relation to the performance of students in the Boston Public School district and 
the state, the NHCS student achievement is high.  This comparison is made because virtually 
all of the students at the NHCS reside in that school district, making this the most similar 
group of students for comparison.   The tables on the following pages present NHCS MCAS 
average scores compared to the Boston Public School District (BPS) average scores and the 
state of Massachusetts average scores. 
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Percent of Studnets Scoring Proficient or  
Advanced on ELA MCAS 2005, Dictrict Comparison 
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 3rd grade 4th grade 7th grade 

NCHS 55% 50% 100% 

Boston 31% 25% 44% 

State 62% 50% 66% 

 

In the English Language Arts section of the test, the percentage of NHCS students 
scoring in the top two categories was significantly higher than the percentage of students in 
the Boston Public Schools scoring in the top two categories, in all three grades taking the 
test.  Almost all of these students come from the Boston Public School{ XE "Boston Public 
School" } (BPS{ XE "Boston Public School" }) district, and would most likely be enrolled in 
a Boston public school if they were not at the NHCS.  In fact, although our school is located 
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in inner-city Boston, in which students have historically scored well below the statewide 
average, our students scored significantly higher than the state average in seventh grade, 
equal to the state in fourth grade, and slightly below the state in third grade. 

 

Percent of Studnets Scoring Proficient or 
Advanced on Math MCAS 2005, Dictrict 

Comparison 
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 4th grade 6th grade 8th grade 

NCHS 38% 21% 75% 

Boston 21% 23% 23% 

State 40% 46% 39% 

Fourth and eighth graders at NHCS outperformed Boston Public School students in 
fourth and eighth grades on the mathematics portion of the test.  The eighth grade performed 

41 



The Neighborhood House Charter School  Annual Report to the Department of Education 

significantly higher than the Boston Public Schools average and the state average. However, 
our expectations are to see all of our students perform substantially higher than Boston and 
more on par with the state average.  The focus on the math curriculum is intended to further 
boost students’ mathematics performance. 

   

  
Growth Over Time in MCAS Scores 

MCAS performance, over the six years that students have taken the exam, indicates 
progress in student learning.  The following tables present student performance by category 
in comparison by year. 

Grade 4 English Language Arts Scores Over Time, By Performance Level 

Year Advanced Proficient Needs Improvement Warning 

1998 6% 17% 61% 17% 

1999 0% 17% 72% 11% 

2000 0% 11% 67% 22% 

2001 11% 22% 44% 22% 

2002 0% 42% 47% 11% 

2003 0% 48% 48% 5% 

2004 19% 48% 33% 0% 

2005 0% 50% 42% 8% 

 

Grade 7 English Language Arts Scores Over Time, By Performance Level 

Year Advanced Proficient Needs Improvement Warning 

2001 12% 71% 18% 0% 

2002 0% 80% 20% 0% 

2003 5% 81% 14% 0% 

2004 9% 86% 5% 0% 

2005 15% 85% 0% 0% 
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The 2005 seventh grade English Language Arts scores show the highest performance 
to date, with a greater number of students moving into the advanced category and not a single 
student receiving Needs Improvement on the exam.  The fourth grade scores show a dip from 
the previous year, which teachers will examine and address.     

 

Grade 4 Mathematics Scores Over Time, By Performance Level 

Year Advanced Proficient Needs Improvement Warning 

1998 11% 11% 39% 39% 

1999 11% 6% 28% 56% 

2000 0% 22% 50% 28% 

2001 17% 17% 50% 17% 

2002 11% 5% 47% 37% 

2003 5% 14% 57% 24% 

2004 10% 24% 62% 5% 

2005 13% 25% 50% 13% 

 

 

Grade 6 Mathematics Scores Over Time, By Performance Level 

Year Advanced Proficient Needs Improvement Warning 

2001 18% 6% 24% 53% 

2002 5% 10% 60% 25% 

2003 18% 45% 36% 0% 

2004 9% 50% 32% 9% 

2005 17% 4% 43% 9% 
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Grade 8 Mathematics Scores Over Time, By Performance Level 

Year Advanced Proficient Needs Improvement Warning 

2000 0% 18% 35% 47% 

2001 0% 41% 41% 18% 

2002 0% 21% 42% 37% 

2003 0% 11% 53% 37% 

2004 0% 23% 59% 18% 

2005 15% 60% 25% 0% 

 

Examining the math MCAS scores over time shows improvement in some areas and  
regression in others.  The eighth grade scores are the highest to date by far.  In the fourth 
grade a high number of students are scoring in the advanced category relative to past years, 
but students are still receiving Needs Improvement and Warning at unacceptable rates.  Sixth 
grade scores also reflect the need for continued attention to math school-wide.   

Summary of Internal Assessment Results 

 Internal assessments such as the Individualized Learning Plans (ILP) and the report 
cards present student progress on school measures.  These two reports document information 
from assessments such as unit tests and quizzes, presentations and projects, class work and 
homework quality, classroom participation, and teacher observation.  Based on these 
measures as reported in the ILP and the middle school report card, our students appear to be 
making good progress toward reaching the Accountability Plan goals as reported in 
Accountability Plan: Student Progress.  Teachers and staff are addressing those areas 
showing less academic success.
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Governance Profile 
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Board of Trustees{ XE "School Governance:Board of Trustees" } 
 A fifteen-member Board of Trustees{ XE "Board of Trustees" } sets policy for the 
NHCS.  The Headmaster reports to the Board of Trustees{ XE "Board of Trustees" }. 

 

Trustees{ XE "Board of Trustees" } 
 

*Not a trustee 

President Sherry Leventhal 

Treasurer Austin Smith 

Vice President Robert Melzer 

Clerk* Kathleen Lundy 

 David Guadagnoli 

Lavinia Chase  

Daniel Gerrity  

Charles Grigsby  

 Theodore Haviland, III 

Kristen McCormack  

 Michael Owens 

 Patricia Simboli 

 Representative Martin Walsh 

Parent Carol Downs 

Fred Wittmann  

DeWayne Pursley  

Board Committees { XE "School Governance:Board 
Committees" } 

Sherry Leventhal, Chair Executive Committee 
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Austin Smith, Chair Finance Committee 

Charles Grisby, Chair Governance Committee 

Daniel Gerrity, Chair Real Estate Committee 

Lavinia Chase, Chair Development Committee 

 

Major Board Decisions { XE "School Governance:Major Board 
Decisions" } 

Adoption of Policy{ XE "School Governance:Adoption of Policy" }.  In order for 
the Board of Trustees{ XE "Board of Trustees" } to adopt a policy decision, a quorum of one-
third of the voting members of the Board must be present and a majority of voting members 
must vote in favor of the policy decision.  The following major board decisions were made in 
FY2005.   

In June 2005, the Board voted to approve and adopt the 2005 budget. 

In October 2005, the Board voted to elect DeWayne Pursley as a trustee of the             
school. 

In October 2005, the Board voted to approve the audited financial statements for the 
fiscal years ended June 30, 2005 and 2004. 

In February 2006, the Board voted to close out the construction obligations with 
respect to the construction contract Build Rite and make a $150,000 payment to Build Rite, 
subject to appropriate conditions. 

In May 2006, the Board voted that the terms and conditions of the amended and 
restated By-Laws be approved as being in the best interest of the School and shall become 
effective upon receipt of the approval of the Commissioner of Education.  

 
Board Complaints  

1.  Former consultant has made complaints, including a suit filed in Federal District Court, 
relating to the payment of services.

2.  The same former consultant also made allegations of improper and/or criminal conduct 
against an executive employee of the school.   The Board undertook a complete investigation 
of each allegation, and each was determined to be without merit.
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Meetings{ XE "School Governance:Board Meetings" }.  The NHCS Board of 
Trustees{ XE "Board of Trustees" } meets bi-monthly.  All meetings are advertised and open 
to the public.  In the 2005/06 school year, meetings were held on the following dates: 

♦ October 5, 2005 

♦ December 7, 2005 

♦ February 8, 2006 

♦ May 6, 2006 

♦ June 7, 2006 

In the 2006/07 school year, meetings are scheduled for the following dates:  

♦ October 4, 2006 

♦ December 6, 2006 

♦ February  7, 2007 

♦ April 4, 2007 

♦ June 5, 2007 

 

School Site Council 
     The School Site Council consists of the Headmaster, two elected teachers, and three 
elected parents.  This group meets monthly over the course of the year and serves the school 
community by: acting as a clearinghouse and conduit for parent, teacher, and student 
concerns; giving recommendations to the Trustees{ XE "Board of Trustees" } regarding the 
school’s charter; approving specific operating and policy decisions; and giving final approval 
of hiring decisions arrived at by the Headmaster. 

Kevin Andrews{ XE 
"Andrews, Kevin" } Headmaster 

Parent Ona Wingard 

Parent Phil Granberry 

Parent Patricia Finnigan 

Teacher Raquel Cardoso 
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Teacher Emily Pratt 
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Student Profile
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 The NHCS enrolled 330 students in the 2005-06 school year.  These students, the vast 
majority of whom come from the surrounding Dorchester{ XE "Dorchester" } community, are 
predominantly African-American (56%).  Over half (72%) of students qualify as “low-income” 
according to federal guidelines.  Attesting to the family commitment to the NHCS, 43% of the 
students at the school have a sibling{ XE "sibling" } who also attends the school. 

Membership and Attendance Rates{ XE "Student Characteristics:Membership and 
Attendance Rates" }.  Membership rate is defined as the average number of students enrolled at 
the school over the course of the year.  Attendance rate is defined as the average number of students 
in attendance at school over the course of the school year.  The school’s average daily attendance 
rate{ XE "attendance rate" } was 319 out of 330, a daily attendance rate of 96%. 

Suspensions and Expulsions{ XE "Sudent Characteristics:Suspensions and 
Expulsions" }.  The school’s Code of Conduct outlines expected school behaviors.  When these 
behaviors are violated, students may be suspended or, in extreme cases, expelled{ XE "expusion" }.  
Over the course of the 2005-06 school year, there were 95 student suspensions (33 in the lower 
school, and 62 in the middle school). Of the suspensions, eight were served in school and the rest 
were served at home.   The suspensions were served because of serious infractions of the rules such 
as disrespect shown towards teachers or classmates, fighting, hitting, or inappropriate language.   

Enrollment{ XE "enrollment:by grade level" }, by Grade Level{ XE "Student 
Characteristics:Enrollment, by Grade Level" } 
Grade Level Number Percent 
Kindergarten-1 40 12% 
Kindergarten-2 40 12% 
First Grade 40 12% 
Second Grade 40 12% 
Third Grade 22 7% 
Fourth Grade 22 7% 
Fifth Grade 41 12% 
Sixth Grade 40 12% 
Seventh Grade 22 7% 
Eighth Grade 23 7% 

Total 330 100% 

 

51 



The Neighborhood House Charter School  Annual Report to the Department of Education 

 

 

Enrollment{ XE "enrollment:by residence" }, by Residence{ XE "Student 
Characteristic:Enrollment, by Residence" } 

Student Residence Number Percent 

Dorchester{ XE "Dorchester" } 206 63% 

Roxbury{ XE "Roxbury" } 18 5% 

Mattapan{ XE "Mattapan" } 37 11% 

Hyde Park{ XE "Hyde Park" } 17 5% 

Other Boston 39 12% 

Outside Boston 11 4% 

Total 330 100% 

Enrollment{ XE "enrollment:by gender" }, by Gender { XE "Student 
Characteristics:Enrollment, by Gender" } 

Gender Number Percent 

Female 162 49% 

Male 166 51% 

Total 330 100% 

Enrollment{ XE "enrollment:by race/ethnicity" }, by Race/Ethnicity{ XE 
"Student Characteristics:Enrollment, by Race/Ethnicity" } 

Race/Ethnicity Number Percent 

African American 185 56% 

Caucasian 76 23% 

Cape Verdean 21 6% 

Asian American 2 4% 

Hispanic 27 8% 
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Native American 9 3% 

Total 330 100% 

 

 
Enrollment{ XE "enrollment:by income status" }, by Income Status{ XE 
"Student Characteristics:Enrollment, by Income Status" } 

Income Status Number Percent 

Students qualify as “low income” 242 72% 

Families qualify as “low income” 155 71% 

 

Enrollment{ XE "enrollment:by receipt of special education services" }, by 
Receipt of Special Education{ XE "Special Education" } Services { XE "Student 
Characteristics:Enrollment, by Receipt of Special Education Services" } 

Receipt of Special Services Number Percent 

Individualized Education Plans{ XE "Special 
Education:Individualized Education Plans" } 

54 
16% 

Section 504 Plans 6 1% 

Therapy Services 108 32% 

   

 

Enrollment{ XE "enrollment:by linguistic ability" }, by Linguistic Ability{ XE 
"Student Characteristics:Enrollment, by Linguistic Ability" } 

Linguistic Ability Number Percent 

Limited English Proficiency 0 0% 

English as a Second Language 13 4% 

Total 13 4% 
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Enrollment{ XE "enrollment:by family" }, by Family{ XE "Student 
Characteristics:Enrollment, by Family" } 

Families Number Percent 

Families with More than Two Children Enrolled 13 3% 

Students with a Sibling at NHCS 145 43% 

Enrollment{ XE "Enrollment" } Policy and Eligibility 
Requirements{ XE "School Program:Enrollment Policy and 
Eligibility Requirements" } 
 The NHCS operates under an open enrollment{ XE "enrollment" } policy, limited 
only by available space.  The NHCS concentrates its outreach{ XE "outreach" } on families 
with young children.  This outreach includes the printing and distribution of flyers to day 
care centers, family day care providers, libraries, health centers, and Head Start{ XE "Head 
Start" } programs, as well as advertisements in local community newspapers in Dorchester{ 
XE "Dorchester" } and Mattapan. 

 Selection for the Kindergarden-1 class is done by public lottery{ XE "lottery" }.  For 
enrollment{ XE "enrollment" }, students must be four years of age on or before September 1 
to be eligible for the Kindergarten-1 lottery.  A sibling{ XE "sibling" } preference policy 
dictates that younger siblings of enrolled students are automatically admitted to 
Kindergarten.  Students wishing to enroll in grades one through eight are required to submit 
an application and are placed on the waiting list.  Students are admitted on a space-available 
basis or placed on a waiting list for future openings. 

Enrollment{ XE "enrollment" } and Waiting List{ XE "waiting list" }, by Grade 
Level { XE "School Program:Enrollment and Waiting List, by Grade Level" } 

Students on Waiting List{ 
XE "waiting list" } 

Students Enrolled 
Grade Level 

Kindergarten-1 40 229 

Kindergarten-2 40 273 

First Grade 40 242 

Second Grade 40 296 

Third Grade 22 173 
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Fourth Grade 22 159 

Fifth Grade 41 193 

Sixth Grade 40 196 

Seventh Grade 22 153 

Eighth Grade 23 108 

Total 330 2,022 

Waiting List{ XE "waiting list" }, by Student Residence{ XE 
"School Program:Waiting List, by Student Residence" }  

One of the most sought after charter schools in Massachusetts, NHCS enrolled 330 
students in 2005-06 and had over two thousand students on its waiting list.  The majority of 
these students are from the surrounding neighborhoods of Dorchester{ XE "Dorchester" }, 
Mattapan{ XE "Mattapan" }, Jamaica Plain{ XE "Jamaica Plain" }, Hyde Park{ XE "Hyde 
Park" }, and Roxbury{ XE "Roxbury" }.  In addition, students on the waiting list hailed from 
Boston, Brighton, Brockton, Milton, Quincy, Randolph, and South Boston.  

  

Area of Residence Number on List Percent 

Dorchester{ XE 
"Dorchester" } 1,263 62% 

Mattapan{ XE 
"Mattapan" } 190 9% 

Jamaica Plain{ XE 
"Jamaica Plain" } 105 5% 

Hyde Park{ XE "Hyde 
Park" } 131 6% 

Roxbury{ XE 
"Roxbury" } 145 7% 

Roslindale{ XE 
"Roslindale" } 95 4% 

Other 93 7% 
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Total 2,022 100% 

 

 

Student Departures 
Six students left the school during the 2005-06 school year.  Two students left 

because their families moved and four students went to BPS schools because of closer 
proximity to their homes. 
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School Staff, 2005-06 

The NHCS employs 50.8 full-time equivalent employees.   The average class size is twenty 
students in a classroom.  Specialists in writing, reading, technology{ XE "technology" }, and physical 
education also work with students in their classrooms or outside the school building. 

School Administration{ XE "School Staff:School Administration" } 

Name Position FTE 

Kevin Andrews{ XE "Andrews, 
Kevin" } 

Headmaster 1.0 

Jackie Goggin Director of Development 1.0 

Jagdesh Chokshi Chief Financial Officer 1.0 

Bridgette Henry Director of Human Resources .6 

 

Jonathan Ponds Dean of the Lower School 1.0 

Sean Shirley-Davidson Dean of the Middle School 1.0 

Katherine Scott Assistant Headmaster 1.0 

Joyce Carberry-Scott Dean of Support Services 1.0 

Pamela Daniels Executive Assistant/ Office Manager 1.0 

Andrea Berger/Anne Howarth Development Associates 1.4 

{ XE "Dean of Academic Achievement" } Total{ XE "Vivian Troen" } 10.0 

Classroom Teachers{ XE "School Staff:Classroom Teachers" }  

Name Position FTE 

Kristen Keeper Kindergarten-1 1.0 
Sarah Thaler Kindergarten-1 1.0 
Tanisha Moore Kindergarten-1 1.0 
Chutney Thompson Kindergarten-1 Aide 1.0 
Katy Litwak Kindergarten-2 1.0 
Nick Lind Kindergarten-2 1.0 
Katie O’Hare-Gibson Kindergarten-2 1.0 
Nick Shiggs-Quiroga Kindergarten-2 1.0 
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Holly Moulton First Grade 1.0 
Kristen Sanburg/ Cara 
McCarthy 

First Grade 1.0 

Saleem Blevins Second Grade 1.0 
Leanne Costello Second Grade 1.0 
Jenny Sherman Third Grade 1.0 
Liz Schroeder Fourth Grade 1.0 
Emily Pratt Fifth, Seventh & Eighth Grade English 1.0 
Lisa Bailey Fifth Grade Math & Science 1.0 
Lindsay Goldsmith Sixth Grade Math & Social Studies 1.0 
Zakia Dilday Sixth Grade English & Science 1.0 
Rosanne Tatro Middle School Science 1.0 
Victoria Brumberg Middle School Math 1.0 
Hang Le Middle School Social Studies 1.0 
Karla Rodriguez Spanish Teacher 1.0 
Total 22.0  

 

Teaching Specialists{ XE "School Staff:Teaching Specialists" }  
Name Position FTE 

Anne Olmstead KidLab 1.0 
Raquel Cardoso Art 1.0 
Karen Baken Music 1.0 

0.6 Darol Ware Technology 
1.0 Harriet Yoffee Reading Specialist 
0.5 Mary McHugh Reading Specialist 
0.6 Carolyn Obel-Omia Writing Specialist 
1.0 Kathleen Carberry Math Specialist 
0.6 Monica Linari Math Specialist 
1.0 Tharon Mayes Physical Education 

Total 8.3  

 

Student Services{ XE "School Staff:Student Services" }  
Name Position FTE 

Middle School Special Education{ XE "Special 
Education" } 

Millicent Hartgering  1.0 
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Lower School Special Education{ XE "Special 
Education" } 

Hilary Dawson 1.0 

Kate Reavey Lower School Special Education 1.0 

AC Goldberg Speech and Language 1.0 

Jill Wurster High School Placement Coordinator 1.0 

June Atkind Social Worker  0.6 

Mary McNulty-Anglin Nurse 0.5 

Laura Ingolls Occupational Therapist 0.2 

Ellen Michelman SPED Director 0.4 

Trina Heinisch Lower School After School Program Director 0.8 

 

Total 7.5  

 

 

 

Dissemination Program{ XE "School Staff:Community Partnerships" } 

Name Position FTE 

Ruth Feldman Project for School Innovation (PSI) Director 1.0 

Jennifer Cunningham PSI Site Director 1.0 

Program Coordinator{ XE "Project for School 
Innovation" } 

Elizabeth Castellana 1.0 

Total 3.0 
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Revenues and Expenditures, FY06 
Neighborhood House Charter School     
Revenues and Expenditures, FY06     
  06/30/06  06/30/05 
  (Unaudited)  (Audited) 
     
Revenue       
     
  Per Pupil Revenue  3,567,115  2,562,758 
  Federal School Food Program  68,778  65,879 
  Lunch and Other Fees  85,937  78,331 
  Government Grants  470,760  426,263 
  Private Grants/Contributions  378,856  588,039 
  Released From Restriction  73,489  418,393 
     
Total Revenues  4,644,935  4,139,663 
     
Expenses       
     
  Instructional Services  1,909,553  1,411,880 
  Special Educational Services  347,630  276,045 
  Full Service Programs  383,039  365,428 
  Food Services/Supplies  130,596  96,323 
  Project for School Innovation  0  244,789 
  Facility  991,876  1,013,395 
  Fundraising  200,437  206,335 
  Administration  653,528  442,822 
     
Total Expenses  4,616,659  4,057,017 
     
In-Kind Contributions    59,491 
Old Building Improvements Write-off  972,258    
     
Unrestricted Surplus (Deficit)  (943,982)  142,137 
     
Unrestricted Net Assets - Start of Year  1,516,075  1,373,938 
Unrestricted Net Assets - End of Year  572,093  1,516,075 
     
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets  (79,352)  287,765 
     
Total Net Assets - End of Year  492,741  1,803,840 
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Balance Sheet, as of June 30, 2006 
 

Neighborhood House Charter School     
Balance Sheet as of June 30, 2006     
  06/30/06  06/30/05 
  (Unaudited)  (Audited) 
     
Assets        
     
  Current Assets     
    Cash  562,623   1,484,860 
    Accounts Receivable  24,208   182,763 
    Deposits  5,000   5,000 
    Prepaid Insurnace  50,340   21,906 
    Due from NHCS Foundation      75,000 
     
  Total Current Assets  642,171   1,769,529 
     
  Fixed Assets     
    Building Improvements, less accumulated 
depreciation  185,305    999,602 
     
Total Assets  827,476    2,769,131 
     
Liabilities and Net Assets        
       
  Current Liabilities     
    Accounts Payable  42,486   120,334 
    Accrued Expense  221,275   306,196 
    Deferred Revenue  70,974    
    Due to NHCS Foundation      538,761 
     
  Total Liabilities  334,735   965,291 
     
  Equity     
    Unrestricted   451,230   1,516,075 
    Temporarily Restricted  41,511    287,765 
  Total Equity  492,741   1,803,840 
     
Total Liabilities and Net Assets  827,476    2,769,131 
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Grants and Contributions{ XE "School Finance:Grants and 
Contributions" }, FY06 
 In FY05, the NHCS received $492,615 from state and federal grants{ XE "grants" } and 
$1,253,349 from foundations and individuals. The following pages provide a detail of grants{ XE 
"School Finance:grants" } and individual contributions for FY05. 

State and 21st Century   
Federal Grants 

21st Century Learning Grant $90,000

Technology Enhancement $2306

Quality Full Day 
Kindergarten 

$29,000

Reading First Program $90,000

SPED Program 
Improvement 

$57,024

Teacher Quality $16,449

Title I $202,712

Early Childhood $1087

SPED 274 $2495

Title V $1542

Total $492,615

 

 

Private Grants/Contributions 

Nellie Mae Foundation{ XE "21st Century 
Community Learning Center" } $73,554

Bailey Trust $5,000

Every Body Move $6,775

Gilman Trust $4,000

United Way of Mass $10,000

Kingsbury Road Trust $35,000

Gordon Brothers $5,000

Schrafft Charitable Trust $33,000
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Hayden Foundation{ XE "Boston Cultural 
Council" } $84,300

Wellington Management Company, LLP{ 
XE "Massachusetts Cultural Council" } $10,000

Grand Circle Foundation $5,000

Harvard Pilgrim Foundation $500

Mellon Bank $5,000

Minnie Parker Charitable Trust $14,500

Pierce Trust $20,000

Red Sox Foundation $1,000

Peabody Foundation $100,000

Citizens Bank $5,000

Barr Foundation $300,000

Thorndike Trust $5,000

BRF&G Charitable Fund $7,500

Millipore Foundation $5,000

Individual Contributions $518,220

Total Private Grants/Contributions{ XE 
"Walton Foundation" } $1,253,349
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Projected Budget, FY07 

      FY07 
    Approved 

    Budget 
 REVENUES   

4,294,000    Per-Pupil 
  Public Grants (includes Food Svc) 302,700  
  Misc (program fees et al) 95,000  
    4,691,700  
      

                  
425,000    Foundation & Corp Grants 

  Individual Gifts (NHCS Fdn) 0  
Competetive Public Grants 225,000    

650,000      
      

               
5,341,700  Total Revenue 

      
   EXPENSES 

  Personnel   
3,171,423     Salaries 

   Fringe 554,999  
   Consultants 407,225  
    4,133,647  
  Organizational   
   Direct Program (supplies etc) 215,000  

 Indirect Program & Org 265,000    
   Equip & Technology 100,000  

45,000     Depreciation 
    625,000  
  Occupancy   
   Rent to St Mark's 0  
   Rent to EWBrooke CS 0  

404,030     Rent to NHCS Fdn 
   Utilities and maintenance 400,000  

                  
804,030      

      
Total Expense 5,517,677  
      
Net Surplus/(Deficit) & % of Total Exp (175,977) 
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Dissemination of Best Practices: The Project for School 
Innovation 
 

The Neighborhood House Charter School is dedicated to developing and sharing effective 
education practices.  NHCS is able to realize this goal through its founding role and continued 
involvement with the Project for School Innovation (PSI), established first as a program of NHCS 
and then as a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) organization.  PSI convenes educators from charter and district 
schools to identify, share and disseminate their successful practices.  The NHCS has been very 
active both in identifying and sharing its own practices, and adopting and adapting ideas from 
other schools. 

 In 2005-06, PSI expanded its library of effective educational practices to include two 
newly published books and three more in development.  One of the publications, Making 
Inferences From Text is based on the literacy and language arts challenges and strategies that came 
out of a study group that included two NHCS educators: Emily Pratt and Millicent Hartgering. 

 Over the course of the 2005-06 year, PSI provided 805+ hours of professional 
development to 85 public school teachers and principals.  Through PSI’s unique participant-
centered approach, facilitators helped public school educators to learn from one another and build 
on each other’s knowledge and expertise. 

 This total includes 39 teachers and principals who each participated in more than 8 hours 
of professional development with PSI during the 2005-06 year alone.  Research has shown that for 
these participants, PSI professional development is significantly more likely to have an impact on 
their learning and their teaching due to the nature and length of their engagement. 

 For dozens of other teachers and principals who participated in workshops and 
conferences led by PSI Associates (teacher leaders), it meant the opportunity to learn practices 
from talented educators who would never have had the opportunity to share what they do so well if 
it weren’t for PSI serving as a conduit for dissemination. 
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